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ON THE COVER

The Ellis County Homeless Coalition is 
an all-volunteer organization led 

by Kimberly Fuller (far left).
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Vice President Rhonda Miller, 

Intrigued, Kimberly visited the website and noticed they were looking for an outreach manager. On a whim, 
she emailed over her résumé. Following a successful interview, she was invited on board.

Four years later, that serendipitous Saturday has transformed into a journey of community leadership. Today, 
Kimberly is honored to serve as ECHC president, managing hands-on cases right alongside the nonprofit’s 
dedicated executive board and team of volunteers.

According to Kimberly, the purpose of the organization is “to lead the efforts to identify homeless issues; to 
assist those experiencing homelessness with resources; to support the development of community strategies 

On a quiet Saturday 
morning in 2022, Kimberly 
Fuller was simply looking for 
something to do. Browsing 
a local website for weekend 
activities, she stumbled across 
an announcement for a walk-a-
thon hosted by an organization 
she had never heard of before: 
the Ellis County Homeless 
Coalition (ECHC). 

— By Angel Morris
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to make homelessness rare, 
brief and non-recurring; and to 
raise awareness of the need for 
affordable housing in Ellis County.”

Achieving this vision requires a 
robust internal support network, 
which Kimberly steers alongside 
a leadership team including 
Vice President Rhonda Miller, 
Secretary Julie Mendenhall and 
Treasurer Ralph Grambusch. 
Together, they guide an 
organization that operates on a 
grassroots framework.

Operating a regional nonprofit 
without institutional backing 
comes with systemic hurdles. The 
largest obstacle the coalition faces 
is financial sustainability. “Our 
biggest challenge is funding since 
we do not receive any government 
funding, but rely solely on private 
donations from individuals and 
businesses in our community,” 
Kimberly explained. 

Furthermore, ECHC is an all-
volunteer organization. Without 
paid staff, every single phone 
call, resource drop-off and 
logistical arrangement relies 
entirely on the altruism and free 
time of local residents.

The demanding nature of 
grassroots advocacy brings a 
mix of emotional trials. “There 
are certainly high and low times 
working or volunteering in a 
nonprofit,” Kimberly noted. “Three 
things that make it rewarding 
and memorable for me are the 
success stories of our clients; the 
collaboration of nonprofits, law 
enforcement and government 
offices in Ellis County; and working 
with our volunteers.”

This spirit of collaborative 
unity was put to the ultimate 
test during the January 2026 
ice storm, when severe winter 
weather swept through Texas, 
putting unsheltered individuals in 
immediate, life-threatening danger. 
The ECHC team sprang into action, 
successfully placing nine vulnerable 
clients into local hotels for a nine-
day period to escape the freezing 
conditions. Among those rescued 
from the ice were three senior 
citizens who had been surviving in 
a makeshift shed with no running 



www.nowmagazines.com  8  MidlothianNOW  September 2026

toward long-term self-sufficiency,” 
Kimberly stated.

ECHC stands as a testament to 
what happens when locals decide 
to look out for their neighbors. 
Whether through a financial 
donation or volunteerism, the 
community has the power to 
change the trajectory for hundreds 
of children and families. 

For those hesitant about 
whether they have enough time or 
experience to contribute, Kimberly 
offered an open invitation. “If 
anyone has a heart to help those 
who are struggling, we would 
love to have you on our outreach 
team,” she said. “A few hours or 
a few days a week can make a 
big difference for those we serve. 
There is an impact that is waiting 
for you to make.”

Editor’s Note: To join the 
outreach team, make a financial 
contribution or learn more about 
current initiatives, email info@
elliscountyhomelesscoalition.org or 
call (469) 864-6240.

water or electricity. 
The intervention did not stop 

when the weather cleared. ECHC 
partnered closely with the “Our 
Community” project in Ferris, to 
secure a lasting resolution. “Then 
we were able to work with Our 
Community to get two of these 
into permanent housing,” Kimberly 
shared. “A huge blessing for these 
two individuals!”

This victory highlights a broader, 
encouraging trend that Kimberly 
has observed. “In the last three to 
four years, all these different facets 
in our community have really been 
coming together and working 
to assist those experiencing 
homelessness, food instability, 
mental health issues and more,” 
she reflected.

While success stories offer 
hope, the sheer volume of those 
in need serves as a stark reminder 
of the work ahead. Many residents 
are surprised to learn about the 
specific demographics driving local 
assistance requests. The largest 
single group seeking help from 

the coalition is not chronically 
unsheltered adults, but single 
mothers with children living out of 
their vehicles.

The statistics gathered by 
ECHC paint a sobering picture of 
the local housing crisis. In 2025 
alone, the coalition handled 
crisis calls involving 952 unique 
individuals, and 382 of those 
individuals were children. “Sadly, 
the number of children involved 
in our calls is consistently 40 
percent,” Kimberly calculated.

These figures drive the 
organization’s strategic vision 
for the future. Looking forward, 
Kimberly and the board are focused 
on establishing a low-profile 
emergency sheltering option 
within the county. “This model 
would provide a safe, temporary 
environment to transition people 
off the streets or out of their cars 
for a few crucial days. This short-
term breathing room gives families 
the stability they need to work 
directly with outreach volunteers 
to map out concrete next steps 
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Some cities boast glass-bottomed 
boats, but the not-to-be-missed 
experience when visiting Celebration 
Plaza in downtown Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, are the only see-through, glass-
walled public restrooms in the United 
States. People can see out from the 
inside but not inside from the outside. 
The mirrored sides are one-way glass! 
In addition to the famed restrooms, 
Celebration Plaza, which surrounds the 
historic Hopkins County Courthouse, 
boasts tree-shaded pathways, 
interactive checkers/chess games and a 
Texas star-shaped fountain. It’s a great 
family-oriented place to spend a few 
hours playing and strolling through the 
shops and restaurants lining the streets 
that feed into Celebration Plaza.

Buford Park offers a castle playground named Kids 
Kingdom. The park has walking/jogging trails through 
a wooded area, Peavine Pinon Pond and a skateboard 
and basketball court. Have a picnic in one of the 
gazebos or at the pavilion. Coleman Park offers a 
walking trail that passes waterfalls and winds through 
a tunnel. Fishing is a favored activity in this park.

Other places to visit include the Heritage Park 
and Museum. The park features a town of turn-of-
the-century buildings. The museum, located in the 
George H. Wilson House, circa 1910, features a doll 
collection, Civil War memorabilia, Caddo Indian relics 
and more. The Leo St. Clair Music Box Collection, 
located in the Sulphur Springs Public Library, houses 
the largest of its kind collection of music boxes. 
Another collection located at the library is the Sinclair 
WWII Collection which is T-Patchers (Texas National 
Guard) memorabilia from that era. 

 Sulphur Springs was settled in the late 1840s by 
pioneers who enjoyed the more than 100 natural 
springs in the area. By 1871, the town had gained 
its current name and, in the previous year, its county 
seat designation. The town became a health resort 
for those wanting to “take the waters.” In that 
same decade, the town gained its railway from           
Jefferson, Texas.

— By Virginia Riddle



In 1937, the Carnation 
Milk Company opened a milk 
processing plant, and large-scale 
dairy farming was added to the 
list of farm products produced 
in the area. Home to 600-plus 
dairies, Hopkins County is the 
official “Dairy Capital of Texas.” 
The Southwest Dairy Museum 
and Education Center, near the 
Expo facility, chronicles that 
industry’s history. After a docent-
led tour, enjoy ice cream treats in 
The Creamery, an old-fashioned      
soda fountain.

Along with the dairy industry, 
this town of approximately 16,000 
residents, is becoming an equine 
breeding center, and the springs, 
once forgotten, are beginning to 
be revived as an attraction. Sulphur 
Springs enjoys the arts through the 
Community Players Main Street 
Theatre productions and the North 
East Texas Symphony. 

Nearby Cooper Lake State Park 
offers fishing, boating, water-
skiing, horseback riding, hiking, 
picnicking, swimming, biking, 
birding and 25 miles of shoreline, 
part of which are two beaches. 
Nature and educational programs 
conducted by park rangers are 
regularly scheduled. Kayaks are 
available for rent. 

Divided into two sections, 
Doctors Creek and South Sulphur, 
cabins, cottages, tent sites and 
RV sites can be reserved. Day-
use shelters, screened shelters, a 
playground, fishing pier and fish-
cleaning tables make this a fun and 
functional time for all ages. 

Only about a 90-minute drive 
from the Metroplex, Sulphur 
Springs is a great go-to. Relax in 
the shade, and drink in nature in 
a park. Play a game of checkers/
chess or attend one of the area’s 
many festivals. And don’t forget 
to watch the crowd stroll by from 
inside the glass bathrooms! 

Photos by Virginia Riddle, LLC.

Sources:
1. Texas State Park brochures/maps.
2. www.sulphurspringtx.org/visitors/
cooper_lake_state_park.
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Around TownNOW

Matt Rushing, as Plankton, and Carter 
McClung, as Mr. Krabs, perform in The 
SpongeBob Musical by Back Porch Theatre.

Daesha and sons, Korben and Ezekiel, 
enjoy music and treats during a Summer 
Beats city concert.

D&W Towing serves as Presenting Sponsor for National 
Night Out 2026 with Midlothian Police Department, 
which is set for October 6.

Midlothian Public Library accepts a 
$2,500 Collection Development Grant 
from the Texas Book Festival.

Heritage Varsity Cheerleaders receive numerous awards at the cheer 
camp held at Great Wolf Lodge.

Zoomed In:
Tony Robinson

Entering his sixth year in education — all 
of which have been in Midlothian ISD — Tony 
Robinson teaches Algebra and AP Pre-Calculus 
to sophomores, juniors and seniors at Midlothian 
High School. “The best part of my job is inspiring 
students to be kind, stay curious and know their 
worth,” he said.

Tony said his personal goal is “to be better than 
[he] was the day before and never stop growing,” 
and his professional goal is “a 100 percent pass 
rate for students on their STAAR and AP exams.”

Outside the classroom, Tony has a range of 
interests. “I enjoy anything sports-related, and 
anything involving music and dancing,” he listed. 
“Also, hearing someone’s story through ministry, 
movies, shows or books.”

By Angel Morris
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Around TownNOW
Zoomed In:
Joanna Kidder

Camp at FBC Midlothian Community 
Church brought joy to 7-year-old Joanna 
Kidder. “My favorite things were face paint, 
cheer-offs, and Chaos Bear,” she listed.

A second-grader at Longbranch 
Elementary, Joanna also shared her favorite 
lesson from the week: “Jesus came back to 
life in three days,” she explained.

Among Joanna’s other interests are 
doing cartwheels, blowing bubbles and, 
most importantly, she said, “Playing      
with friends.”

By Angel Morris

Midlothian Fire Department welcomes its newest class     
of paramedics.

Members of the Midlothian Verizon retail team mark the store’s 
grand opening.

Brooke Morrison joins Ron Bland at the 
Mayor’s Back to School Bash.

Scout Dvorak and Jenna Addicks participate 
in a Back Porch Theatre camp for kids.

Midlothian Lions Club member 
Judith Yarborough helps co-host 
the first cabinet meeting for Lions 
District 2-X1.
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tomatoes, stirring to combine.
5. Add the spices. Stir; bring to a simmer.
6. Move the pot to a cooler spot over 
the fire; let it simmer for 30-40 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.
7. Serve hot in bowls topped with 
shredded cheddar cheese and sour cream.

S'mores Banana Boats

4 ripe bananas, unpeeled
1/2 cup chocolate chips
1 cup mini marshmallows
1/4 cup graham cracker crumbs

1. Make a lengthwise slit in each 
banana, cutting through the peel but 
not all the way through the fruit.
2. Gently open the slit to create a 
pocket in each banana.
3. Stuff each pocket with chocolate 
chips, distributing them evenly. Add 
marshmallows, filling the pocket 
generously. Sprinkle graham cracker 
crumbs on top.
4. Wrap each banana in aluminum foil. 
Place on the campfire grate or directly 
on hot coals. Cook for 5-7 minutes 
until the chocolate and marshmallows 
are melted.
5. Carefully unwrap the foil; serve  
with spoons.

cooked to your desired doneness.
8. Sprinkle cheese over the top; cover 
for 1-2 minutes until melted. Garnish 
with parsley; serve hot.

Campfire Chili

1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 lb. ground beef
1 medium onion, diced
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 15-oz. cans kidney beans, drained
1 28-oz. can crushed tomatoes
2 Tbsp. chili powder
1 tsp. cumin
1 tsp. paprika
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
Shredded cheddar cheese,  
   for serving
Sour cream, for serving

1. Heat the vegetable oil in a large 
cast-iron pot or Dutch oven over a 
campfire.
2. Add the beef; cook, breaking it 
apart with a spoon, until browned 
completely.
3. Add the onions; cook until softened, 
about 5 minutes. Stir in the garlic; cook 
for 1 minute until fragrant.
4. Add the kidney beans and 

Breakfast Hash

4 slices bacon, chopped
4 medium potatoes, diced
1 medium onion, diced
1 red bell pepper, diced
1 green bell pepper, diced
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. paprika
6 large eggs
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
2 Tbsp. fresh parsley, chopped

1. Heat a large cast-iron skillet over the 
campfire until hot.
2. Add the bacon; cook until crispy, 
about 5-7 minutes. Remove the bacon 
with a slotted spoon; set aside, leaving 
the drippings in the skillet.
3. Add the potatoes; cook for 10-12 
minutes, stirring occasionally, until 
golden and tender.
4. Add the onions and red and green 
bell peppers. Cook for 5-6 minutes 
until the vegetables are softened.
5. Return the bacon to the skillet; stir 
to combine. Add the spices; mix well.
6. Make six wells in the hash; crack an 
egg into each well.
7. Cover the skillet with foil or a lid; 
cook for 5-7 minutes until the eggs are 

There’s something magical about cooking over 
an open flame under the stars. But campfire 
cooking doesn’t have to just be a hot dog. 
Whether you're an experienced camper or trying 
outdoor cooking for the first time, these dishes 
will elevate your camping experience.
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Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd



www.nowmagazines.com  27  MidlothianNOW  September 2026



www.nowmagazines.com  28  MidlothianNOW  September 2026






	FC_MID
	IFC_MID
	001_MID
	002_MID
	003_MID
	004_MID
	005_MID
	006_MID
	007_MID
	008_MID
	009_MID
	010_MID
	011_MID
	012_MID
	013_MID
	014_MID
	015_MID
	016_MID
	017_MID
	018_MID
	019_MID
	020_MID
	021_MID
	022_MID
	023_MID
	024_MID
	025_MID
	026_MID
	027_MID
	028_MID
	IBC_MID
	BC_MID

