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Dance movement …

One of my favorite childhood photos is a posed, 
professional photo of all four of us sisters who were taking 
dance lessons from the famed Baby and Faye Hoffman 
sisters in Waco, who opened their home/dance studio 
following retirement from the NYC dance community. They 
were very demanding and were a part of my recovery from 
having been crippled at age 7. The photo was taken after 
I had danced my senior recital en pointe, a miracle since 
I had only taken dance lessons for four years. As I look 
at that photo showing me in my black, sequined tutu, 
surrounded by my sisters in their shiny, sequined costumes, 
I’m still proud of the accomplishment. The Hoffmans’ 
home/studio is now the Historic Waco Foundation 
headquarters. With their bright orange hair and costume 
flair, the Hoffmans made stars of generations of dancers.

Fast forward through decades, and I was readying my 
daughter for several years for her sparkly dance recitals. Now as Grandma, I’m again on 
hair/makeup duty during my two granddaughters’ annual dance recital, which includes 
six costume changes for hip-hop, tap, ballet and dance acro. The dance styles may 
change, but the demanding teaching, the making of stars, sparkle, fun and a sense of 
accomplishment are still alive! Bravo, my darlings.

… makes so much of life possible!
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He arrived three months early and spent his first 74 days on Earth in Hillcrest Hospital 
of Waco and Cook Children’s Medical Center of Fort Worth. At a birth weight of 2 
pounds, 11 ounces, Connor Chaney learned to fight for his life early. His journey has 
been one with ups and downs, and will continue to be so, but in May 2025, he 
graduated from Blooming Grove High School with a job offer in hand. Connor chooses 
a positive attitude when looking into the future. “I love the Bible verse, Jeremiah 29:11,” 
he said quoting, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

Connor’s childhood was full of school days and hospital stays, mostly at Cook Children’s Medical Center in Fort Worth. 
Multiple surgeries and seizures have been major challenges. As a Corsicana resident, with parents, Richard and Nancy Chaney, 
Connor was a student in Corsicana ISD at Navarro Elementary through fourth grade. His middle school and senior high years 
have been spent in Blooming Grove ISD. “Having ‘aged out’ of Cook’s, Connor now receives care through the neurology 
department at Tarrant County Neurology, which is associated with Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth,” Nancy 
stated. “It was hard to leave Cook’s. The staff were like family. However, through all the surgeries and seizures, Connor smiles. 
We have a prayer wall and graduation wall at home. The thoughts help us through tough days.”

In typical fashion, Connor handles his current treatments in brain and nerve stimulation with a quip and smile, “I’m magnetic.” 
Nancy agreed, “People do gravitate to him and want to meet him.”
Richard and Nancy married when Connor was 7 years old. She adopted Connor when he was 11 years old, but Richard has 

been there throughout Connor’s entire journey to give him piggyback rides and to take him hunting, fishing and RV camping.
A Navarro County Precinct 3 employee, Richard works with large equipment, and Connor has always loved the big movers 

— By Virginia Riddle
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and haulers. “He knows big equipment,” 
Richard explained. Connor likes to 
collect keys, fill up feeders and hunt 
hogs and deer. Last year, he brought 
down an 11-point buck from 50-yards 
away with a Mossberg Patriot 243.

At BG High School, Connor played 
the French horn in the marching band, 
and he’s proud of his senior entry in 
the school’s yearbook. He is proud 
of lettering in band, of his senior ring 
and taking the senior walk with his 
Senior Class and the students who 
will be the Class of 2037. He follows a 
heritage at BG set by his mom when 
she was a high school cheerleader and 
the homecoming queen. “Everyone in 
Blooming Grove has been there for 
Connor, aka CC,” Nancy said.

With Mom at her Navarro College 
job and Dad at work, both parents 
worried throughout Connor’s school 
days and lived with a phone. “The first 
words when we call each other are, 
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his seizures. The answer came when, 
due to Connor’s love of big machinery, 
the family visited Bobcat of Corsicana 
during the company’s opening. 

“The staff was impressed by ‘that 
cool kid,’ and asked Connor to come 
back the next week,” Nancy recalled. 
“They gave him a tour, lots of gifts and 
a job as a Junior Brand Ambassador 
with his own signature skid steer series 
— the T86! With the job offer, Connor 
was celebrated by his fellow BG seniors 
with a signing day before graduation.

“We will take whatever the good 
Lord brings to Connor’s future,” 
Richard added. 

With nearly always a smile that 
lights his countenance; a positive 
attitude; a sense of humor; an almost 
encyclopedic knowledge of numbers, 
dates, Scriptures and types of big 
equipment; Connor faces his daily 
medical challenges. “Another one of 
my favorite Scriptures is Psalm 18:2,” 
he said, reciting it quickly. “The Lord is 
always with me. I’ve never asked, ‘Why 
me?’, but I am ready to be seizure free. 
However, I know I’m not in control. 
God is.”

‘Connor’s OK,’ then we can go on with, 
‘Now, can you pick up bread?’” Nancy 
explained. “This worry still continues 

today, but God has held tightly onto 
each of us.” Her advice to other parents 
of medically challenged kids is, “Hang 
onto each other and the Lord.”

Grandparents and the family’s 
Northside Baptist Church family have 
been there to help, too. “There’s not 
enough time for me to tell how much 
that’s meant to us,” Nancy reflected. 
Richard is a Northside deacon, and the 
family is active in the church’s nursery 
and as church greeters. Connor was 
honored during the church’s recent 
Senior Sunday. 

“Pastor Daniel Harper is one of my 
mentors,” Connor shared. Even though 
his life hasn’t been easy, Connor 
empathizes with others. “I see people 
all over who are homeless with no 
family or a bed to sleep in and even 
going through similar struggles. I know 
that I am blessed.”

As Connor approached graduation, 
Richard and Nancy were concerned 
about his future. Connor has been 
saving money for a tractor and loves 
to save Chick-Fil-A points, but they 
wondered about his job prospects since 
he isn’t allowed to drive because of 
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Kate Golden, daughter of Jordan and 
Shelley Golden, displays her 1st Place 
cake at Navarro County Youth Expo.

Main Street business leaders network at the 
quarterly meeting.

Ronnie Farmer’s fresh produce is a 
weekly treat at the Navarro County 
Farmer’s Market.

Zoomed In:
Weldon Lee McDougle

After growing up in Mount Ida, Arkansas, Weldon Lee McDougle joined the U.S. 
Air Force for eight years. He describes himself as a “Jack of all trades,” having had jobs 
in sales, construction, truck driving and janitorial work. “I can do just about anything.” 

Curious about his family’s roots, Weldon traveled to 32 states doing genealogy 
research. He enjoys the Corsicana Public Library’s Genealogy Room where he also 
volunteers. “Additionally, I volunteer through Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church’s food pantry, the American Legion, the Corsicana Senior Center and Chapter 
1009 Vietnam Veterans of America.” 

Weldon likes to fish, travel and watch the Saints and Broncos. With family nearby, 
he enjoys life in Navarro County. “We have a city way, but we’re still a small country-
type place.”

By Virginia Riddle

Fresh from cheer camp, these ladies and mascots will cheer Midred ISD onward 
this year.

Around Town   NOW
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Johnnie Smith’s family and friends, as 
well as Dallas Cowboys’ Bob Lilly, wish 
her a happy 105th birthday.

Ellen Sokolovic, Master Gardener, 
shares her knowledge of choosing 
native plants with Corsicana Newcomer 
Club members.

Chris Edmiston shares his vision for the 
historic State National Bank Building 
with Navarro County Genealogical 
Society members.

Around Town   NOW
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Year Award in 2025, and CTWP has 

CTWP
117 S. Beaton St.
Corsicana, TX 75110
(903) 872-6657
Fax: (903) 874-2684
cmiller@ctwpcopycenter.com
www.ctwp.com/corsicana
Facebook: CTWP Copy Center and Office Supplies

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

CTWP
BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

A mainstay in Corsicana since 1938 when Joe Garner 
founded what was then known as City Office Supply, 
today’s CTWP lives up to its mission statement: CTWP 
Believes in Customers for Life. “Later the business’ name 
was changed to The Copy Center,” Branch Manager Chuck 
Miller stated. “CTWP acquired The Copy Center in 2018, 
and the name became CTWP Copy Center.

“Our goal is to exceed customers’ expectations in 
everything we do,” Chuck continued. “Our products 
and services focus on efficiency and cost savings for 

companies and organizations of all sizes.” CTWP offers 
copy machines, a wide array of office supplies, copying, a 
full-service print shop, passport photos, office furniture/
equipment and janitorial supplies. Vendors include Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lexmark, Xerox, Brother, KIP and FP 
Mailing Solutions. “We support and service what we sell,” 
Chuck explained. “All of our techs who service our copiers 
are certified technicians. Our professional graphic designers 
do custom design work for customers.”

Customers can get a free quote on projects online within 
24 hours or in person. In addition to the above products, 
the staff can help customers with managing important 
documents, files and records. Printing, scanning and faxing 
are available.

Founded in 1979 by David Willie, CTWP employs 120 
people in seven locations statewide with other locations 
in Waco, Temple, Bryan/College Station, Marble Falls, 
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San Antonio and San Angelo. The 
Corsicana office has 11 employees 
and serves all of Navarro and Ellis 
counties. The business can sell/service 
companies nationwide.

The company is a member of all its 
locations’ Chambers of Commerce, the 
Business Technology Association, and 
it participates in Rotary International 
activities companywide. Chuck shared, 
“CTWP donates and participates with 
charities and community nonprofit 
events throughout the year. We 
were proud to receive the Corsicana 
& Navarro County Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business of the 
Year Award in 2025, and CTWP has 
been awarded the Best of the Best for 
Office Supplies/Print Shop every year 
2010-2025.” ENX Magazine named 
CTWP a 2024 Elite Dealer, and CTWP 
appeared on the magazine’s cover in 
December 2024. “This recognition 
places CTWP among a prestigious 
group of distinguished honorees 
in the industry nationwide,” Chuck 
stated. “Being part of this exclusive 
list highlights the exceptional work, 
leadership and impact CTWP has 
made in the industry. It’s a great honor 
to be celebrated among the best in 
this field.”

A Corsicana native, Chuck has 
family roots in Navarro County dating 
back to 1850. “Living and working for 
over 35 years in advertising in Dallas, I 
welcomed the change of moving back 
to the small town where I was from,” 
he shared. “Corsicana has affordable 
living, a slower pace, no crime, 
beautiful parks, and everything you 
need is less than a 10-minute drive. 
I have a background in advertising, 
graphic design and art directing — 
experience which was a natural fit for 
a print shop. I also have an extensive 
background in customer service from 
working directly with clients in my 
previous positions.”

As with many company managers 
today, Chuck says one of the most 
challenging aspects of his job is 
finding new employees. “If you are 
looking for a job, stop by and see 
me! We are always looking for good 
candidates,” he said.

Chuck added, “CTWP Copy Center 
lives up to its motto: CTWP — Your 
hometown choice for all your business 
needs and your copier company.”
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Growing up in Mississippi and Texas, Tim Brady helped his mother 
and grandmother make wedding cakes. Although he enjoys home 
cooking, his Mississippi roots bring him back to Cajun cooking, too.

The service manager for Huffman Communications, Tim applies his 
work skills, upfitting police vehicles and repairing radios, when at the 
Palace Theatre. “I helped restore the Palace Theatre and am now the 
technical director,” he shared. “Additionally, with the help of my wife, 
Karla, and friends, we run Holy Grounds, Corsicana First Baptist Church’s 
coffee shop. I also sing in the choir.

“I enjoy baking and decorating birthday, wedding and shower cakes 
for family and friends,” Tim said. “There’s a creative outlet to it and the 
connections to the past when using old family recipes.”

In the Kitchen with 
Tim Brady
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

celery, onions, grapes, cranberries, cashews 
and chicken.
3. Pour the dressing over the pasta salad; 
toss to coat. If desired, serve individual 
salads on green lettuce leaves.

Mexican Lasagna

1 16-oz. box lasagna noodles
1 lb. ground beef
1 1-oz. pkg. taco seasoning
1 8-oz. jar picante sauce
1 16-oz. pkg. sharp cheddar cheese,
   shredded

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F.
2. In a saucepan, cook the noodles 
according to package instructions; set aside.
3. In a skillet, brown the ground beef; drain. 
Add the taco seasoning and picante sauce; 
mix well.
4. In a 9x12-inch baking dish, alternate 
layers of the meat sauce, pasta and cheese, 
beginning and ending with the meat sauce.
5. Bake for 30 minutes.

Sweet Potato Stuff

3 cups sweet potatoes, mashed
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup milk
2 eggs
3 Tbsp. flour
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. cinnamon

Topping:
1/3 cup self-rising flour
1 cup nuts, chopped
1/3 cup butter, melted
1 cup coconut
1 cup brown sugar

1. In a blender or with a hand mixer, mix all 
the sweet potato ingredients together; pour 
the mixture into a baking dish.
2. In another bowl, mix all the topping 
ingredients; cover the sweet potato mixture 
with the topping.
3. Bake at 375 F for 25 minutes.

Chicken Pasta Salad
Either grilled chicken or chicken cooked in a 
slow or pressure cooker can be used for this 
recipe. Serves 8.

Dressing:
1 cup mayonnaise
1 cup coleslaw dressing

Pasta:
1 12-oz. pkg. farfalle pasta, cooked 
according to pkg. instructions and
   drained
1 20-oz. can pineapple chunks, drained

1 14-oz. can mandarin oranges, drained
1 cup celery, chopped
2 green onions, sliced
1 cup red grapes
3/4 cup dried cranberries
1/2 cup cashews
2 boneless skinless chicken breasts,
   cooked and diced
Lettuce (optional)

1. For the dressing: In a bowl, mix the 
mayonnaise and coleslaw dressing; set aside.
2. For the pasta: In another large bowl, add 
the pasta, pineapple, mandarin oranges, 

Mexican Lasagna
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Sudoku Puzzle

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Features tab. Click on the Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle to view solutions.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Features tab. Click on the Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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8/1-8/8
Day Camp 2025:

Boys and girls ages 5-12. 7:30 
a.m.-6:00 p.m., Corsicana 
YMCA, 400 Oaklawn Dr. 
www.corsicanaymca.org. 

City of Corsicana Parks & 
Recreation Department 

Kids’ Activities:
Times and dates vary. 

Facebook: Corsicana Parks and 
Recreation Department.

8/1-8/31
Corsicana-Navarro County 

Health Department 
School Vaccines:

No appointment needed. All 
insurances accepted; bring shot 

record. Monday-Friday: 
8:00-11:00 a.m.; 1:00-4:00 

p.m. For more information, call 
(903) 874-6711.

8/2
Corsicana & Navarro 

County Clean Up Day:
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Corsicana 
Regional Landfill, Jester Drive 
on East Hwy. 31. Facebook: 

City of Corsicana.

8/4
Summer Reading 

Program:
Last day to turn in Summer 

Reading Program logs by 5:00 
p.m. End of Summer Party: 

2:00 p.m. on 8/5. Corsicana 
Public Library, 100 N. 12th St. 

Facebook: Corsicana 
Public Library.

 

8/9
Back to School Rally:

Booths, food, prizes. 9:00 a.m.-
noon, CHS Commons. 

(903) 874-2821.

8/11
Book Club Meeting:

The book this month is A 
Monster Calls by Patrick Ness. 

See calendar listing on 
8/14-8/24. 6:00 p.m., 

Corsicana Public Library, 100 N. 
12th St. Facebook: Corsicana 

Public Library.

8/14-8/24
A Monster Calls:

A play based on the book by 
Patrick Ness. Warehouse Living 

Arts Center, 119 W. 6th Ave. 
(903) 872-5421.

8/15
Game Night:

5:30 p.m., Olive Branch Eatery, 
409 N. Beaton St. Facebook: 

Olive Branch Eatery by Thyme 
and Elegance.

8/22
Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Greater Dallas Breakfast 
of Champions:

7:30-9:00 a.m., Cook 
Education Center, 3100 W. 

Collin St. www.bgcdallas.org/
breakfastofchamps. 

Tuesdays
Yoga at the Library:

Bring your own supplies. 6:00 
p.m., Corsicana Public Library, 

100 N. 12th St. Facebook: 
Corsicana Public Library.

Tuesdays and 
Saturdays
Navarro County 
Farmers Market:

7:00 a.m.-noon, 408 E. 6th 
Ave. Facebook: Navarro County 

Farmers Market.

Third 
Wednesdays

Senior Fun Day:
Lunch, crafts, bingo, dominoes 
for age 60-plus seniors. 11:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m., Martin Luther 
King Center, 1114 E. 6th Ave. 

(903) 874-7259.

Second 
Thursday
Savvy Seniors:

Lunch, games. 11:30 a.m., 
Corsicana Senior Center, 919 W. 

Park Ave. (903) 654-4980.

Fourth Thursday
Corsicana Newcomers 

Club Meeting:
Reservations required. 11:00 

a.m., Kinsloe House, 618 W. 
Third Ave. Annie Avery 

(714) 345-6707.

First Saturday
Rainbow Girls & Pledges 
Masonic Youth Meeting:

New members welcome. 
10:00 a.m., Corsicana Masonic 

Lodge, 201 N. 15th St. 
ddean45@hotmail.com.

Second 
Saturday

Free Fitness Class:
9:00 a.m., Campbell Arts Plaza, 

109 E. 5th Ave. 
(903) 654-4852.

Mimosas at the Market:
9:00 a.m., 

Downtown Corsicana.
(903) 654-4850.

Coyote Squadron 
Meeting:

10:30 a.m., Hardgrave 
Memorial Hangar, 

9000 N. Navarro Rd.
www.coyotesquadron.org.

Submissions are welcome and 
published as space allows. Send 
your current event details to 
virginia.riddle@nowmagazines.com.
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