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Hot time in the old town!

	As the dog days of summer quickly wind down this month and all minds start turning toward 
busy back-to-school preparations and shopping for supplies and clothing during the tax-free 
weekend, I’m remembering my granddaughters and their mother, my daughter, Katie, who will be 
transitioning to new heights this fall. As this summer began, I spent time with them while Katie 
graduated with honors in pre-med studies from Texas Tech University. With this, her fifth earned 
degree, she “walked” for the first time since her high school graduation, so her daughters could 
experience the pomp and ceremony of a college graduation. A magna cum laude graduate with 
three areas of medical specialization who’s holding two honor society memberships, Katie will 
continue onward to earn some coveted letters after her name. A wife, mom, hospital surgical lab 
tech and American Cancer Society volunteer, she took over 22 semester hours every term so 
she could graduate a year early. There were times in the past two years when it “took a village” 
to get everything done, but Katie was the one pulling the hardest job. 

	Two weeks later, her two daughters matriculated from fifth to six grade and from Pre-K to 
kindergarten. I was on hair/makeup duty for the granddaughters’ two-day dance recital and 
stayed to see the oldest off to her first residential camp stay and the youngest to her church’s 
VBS and swim lessons. We journeyed in July to camp in the welcoming cool of Colorado, 
where we hiked, rode the Durango-Silverton train and explored old western mining towns. I’m 
proud of my girls’ accomplishments and hope everyone has had a wonderful summer full of 
experiences. I look forward to all students everywhere growing in knowledge and experiences 
this coming year.  
	
Have a great summer’s end!
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The theater is dark and cool, just waiting to come 
alive with action, words and emotions brought to life 
by actors and crew members. Such is the world of Julie 
Mitchell, theater teacher, director, playwright and now 

author, and, oh, let’s not forget wife, mom and daughter! No matter her role each day, 
at Ennis Public Theatre or Mildred High School, Julie is creating a future for other aspiring 
actors and writers much as was done for her. “I’m honored to get to be a small part of this 
generation’s growth and lives,” Julie said.

Early in her school studies, Julie knew what she wanted to do in life. “I was in the third grade and had to fill out a book 
titled What Do You Want to Be,” she recalled. “I said writer and actor.” Julie experienced rejection in the theater early, too, but 
learned a valuable lesson from it. “I didn’t get an acting part in Annie at the Warehouse Living Arts Center as a child, while my 
two sisters did,” she stated. “My mom encouraged me to work backstage or as an understudy. That changed everything for me. 
I learned that sometimes it’s your part. Sometimes, it’s not. But being part of the theater in any way is being part of something 
magical. Theater is like a watch. Every gear has to turn to make the watch come to life.”

Texas Tech University was Julie’s next stop after graduating from Corsicana High School. “I started as a creative writing 
major, and then switched majors to theater,” she said. “I loved college because I got to be part of shows all the time.” Upon 
graduation, California seemed to be the place to be, so she headed to Los Angeles and appeared in commercials, television 
and films. She found time to teach dance, theater and improv and teach at the WLAC drama camps. “I learned I enjoyed 
teaching,” Julie said.

— By Virginia Riddle
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She met and married Markus 
Baldwin, a fellow thespian, and the 
two decided to move to Corsicana to 
raise their two children. Markus and 
Julie are co-artistic directors for EPT, 
and Julie serves on the Film Corsicana 
Committee. “I have my parents and one 
sister living nearby, and our two kids are 
being raised in the theater,” Julie added. 
“It’s great being near family, and I 
appreciated life in a smaller community 
when my cancer crisis and treatment 
happened. We feel we’re able to serve 
our community and make a difference.”

Her teaching and writing skills 
intertwined and grew during the last 
two years as Julie, already with two 
years of previous teaching experience, 
became the theater teacher at Mildred 
High School. She wrote and directed 
the one act plays for both contest 
years and guided her plays through 
the UIL approval process successfully. 
“It’s challenging, and there’s always a 
doubt whether you are doing the right 
thing or not, but I struggled to find 
plays that fit the exact demographics 
of our students, so I wrote them,” Julie 
explained. “I like this generation of 
students at school and at EPT. They 
give me hope. They work hard. They 
are smart, creative and fun.”
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Julie, the playwright, director and 
teacher as a benefit. “She can help 
create characters that fit our strengths, 
and she writes in more characters,” 
Lillie said. Her most memorable 
moment on stage came during the 
second round of OAP competition 
when she lost her voice. “I still got best 
actress,” Lillie recalled.

“It’s hard to find a play that can 
be cut to the required OAP time, 
so it helps in competition to have a 
complete story told in the time limit,” 
Parker added. His most memorable 
moment on the boards? “My best 
performance was in my eighth grade 
OAP, and it lit a flame in me.”

In addition to writing OAP plays, 
Julie recently published her first novel, 
A Very Okay Love Story. She has other 
stories in the works and is a member 
of Cors-I-Can writing group. “If I try to 
define what I do,” Julie said. “I think 
it’s to help people find their voices. 
Everybody has something important to 
say, and if I can help them, that’s a great 
honor. Life is short. ‘Do what you love’ 
isn’t just a cliché. If it brings you joy, 
you can make a living.”

Two of her Mildred students, Parker 
Durham, a junior, and Lillie Burnett, 
a senior, shared their experiences. “I 
was very shy, even though I’ve been 
acting since I was 10. However, I want 
to be a theater teacher. I love getting 
on the stage and theater in every way. 
Every day is different in the theater,” 
Lillie stated. She’s known Julie since 
drama camp days and through her 

cousin, Jamey Pritchett, of WLAC 
and EPT fame. Her favorite role was 
that of Megan in the eighth grade. 
“Megan struggled with herself and had 
challenging problems and hardships,” 
Lillie explained.

“It’s all about getting out there. I want 
to be an actor,” Parker added. “I like the 
OAP competitions. This is my sport.” 
He’s been in church productions and 
school talent shows and has been a 
ventriloquist “since I was young,” he 
said. “My favorite role has been as 
the lead, Jack, in Boxes. It was my first 
time playing the lead. It gave me a ton 
of confidence.”

Lillie enjoys Mildred HS because, 
“everybody knows everybody, and 
you get to do everything.” She loves 
to write and sing, is an artist, and she 
competes in cross-country, volleyball, 
track, UIL prose and is in the Spanish 
and Drama clubs.

Parker participates in cross-country, 
track and is in the Spanish and Drama 
clubs. He and Lillie are officers in 
the Drama Club. Additionally, Parker 
writes plays. 

Parker and Lillie see working with 
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Your Tears, in-house. A customer’s 

Ann also have two sons who are 

ARCpoint Labs of Corsicana
2508 W. 2nd Ave.
Corsicana, TX 75110 
(903) 874-9007 
mthomas@arcpointlabs.com
arcpointlabs.com/corsicana 
Facebook: ARCpoint Labs of Corsicana 

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.-noon 
Business on-site and after-hours are available by pre-arrangement. 

ARCpoint Labs 
of Corsicana

BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

them out in about 20 minutes,” Don said. “We can run and 
process over 4,000 lab tests here.”

Tests include women’s or men’s basic wellness, with 
or without a physician consult; STD testing, paternity/
DNA testing, drug and alcohol testing, DOT and federal 
mandated judicial program testing, as well as background/
pre-employment screenings. “Our wellness panels include 
basic, comprehensive and even more detailed tests,” Don 
explained. He realized the importance of medical tests and 
added them to his business bucket list after losing his first 
wife to cancer in 2010. “I learned an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure and wanted to give people the 
control to gauge their own health, while saving them money 
and time. We don’t file any private insurance, Medicare or 
Medicaid, but our prices are more reasonable, and patients 
know up front what the cost will be,” he added. Insurance 
claims can be filed by the customer, however. No doctor’s 
referral is needed for services.

The business name says a lot: A stands for accurate, R for 
reliable and C for confidential. Don and wife, Ann Lane, are 
local owners of ARCpoint Labs, one of Corsicana’s newest 
businesses and a national franchise. “No matter what type 
of lab services are needed, we want our customers to have 
a pleasant experience in a friendly atmosphere and have 
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Tests are sent out to the three 
major labs across the country, and 
an ARCpoint medical review officer 
will contact the customer if the tests 
show critical results. A $50 physician 
virtual consultation, good for 60 days, 
is available on several of their panels. 
“My mother was a single mom and lab 
technician who raised three kids while 
working three jobs,” Don recalled. “Our 
lab services are wonderful for working 
parents. They can pick a sick child up 
at school, bring the child for strep or flu 
testing, and know what, if any, sickness 
the child has,” he stated. Appointments 
and walk-ins are welcome. 

The business has four employees 
— an RN lab director, a bilingual 
English/Spanish receptionist and 
two phlebotomists. Don and Ann’s 
daughter, Miranda, is the RN lab 
director. Ann designed the office’s 
relaxing interior. ARCpoint Labs accepts 
major credit and debit cards or Apple 
Pay as payment. The business is a 
member of the Corsicana & Navarro 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
received a U.S. Senate Commendation 
at its ribbon cutting. 

ARCpoint Labs can also process an 
autologous serum for dry eyes, called 
Your Tears, in-house. A customer’s 
blood is drawn, the serum is spun out 
in a sterile, closed system making eye 
drops that match the customer’s DNA. 
The process is typically completed the 
same day. Customers can purchase 
their customized eye drops in either a 
three- or six-month supply.

“We have lots of family in the 
medical field,” Ann said. Don and 
Ann also have two sons who are 
firemen/paramedics, and another 
daughter who isn’t currently in the 
medical field. They enjoy their three 
grandchildren and boating together in 
their spare moments. 

Don and Ann have Navarro and 
Freestone county roots. “My mother, 
Connie Hayes Lane, was from Richland, 
and my father, Jim Lane, was from 
Wortham,” Don recalled. Ann’s family 
were all from the Roane area. Don has 
been a businessman here in Navarro 
County for over 37 years. 

Ann said, “Our business goal is 
to help people and businesses make 
informed decisions and be in control 
of their health, safety and well-being, 
making tomorrow better than today.”
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Corsicana Parks and Recreation Director 
Sharla Allen keeps members of the 
Ellis-Navarro Chapter 1191 NARFE 
informed on future events.

Amanda Munoz, Cheryl Blanton and 
Raquel Lindemann-Nguyen celebrate 
July 4th in Corsicana’s Pocket Park.

Angelita Vineyard and its Houston car show 
guests answer the call to donate peanut butter to 
feed the needy.

Zoomed In:
Donna Lee and Ann DeMoss

It all started 16 years ago when Ann DeMoss wanted to have fresh beans one 
summer. “We started a garden for mom, and it grew too good, so we came to 
the farmers market to sell,” Donna Lee recalled. The mother, daughter and now 
granddaughter enjoyed it so much, they have continued to garden. “I love to talk 
with people and share recipes,” Donna said. A former special education teacher, 
she has owned a restaurant and repaired houses. Donna spends her time minding 
grandchildren and volunteering through her church.

Ann, now retired from being a Drane Intermediate School “lunch lady,” enjoys 
the good people and family here. She shared, “I loved my grandbabies, but my 
great-grandbabies are really special.”

By Virginia Riddle

The new Visit Corsicana Ambassadors Program is off to a 
welcoming start.

Around Town   NOW
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CHS senior football player, Ryne Eaton, 
makes his modeling debut at the 
Kinsloe House Style Show.

Better Garden Club President Shari 
McGhee presents Cheryle Chaffin, 
board member, a token of appreciation.

Nancy Dixon, otherwise known as 
Sister, shows the latest summer frock at 
the Corsicana Newcomer’s Style Show.

It’s a hot time in the old town of Mexia 
as kids and their families show their 
decorated bikes on July 4th.

Around Town   NOW
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4 whole eggs

   and drained

2. In a third bowl, mix the dry ingredients; 
add them to the banana mixture. Add the 
nuts; mix well. 
3. Bake in a well-greased loaf pan at 325 F 
for 45 minutes to 1 hour, or until the bread 
shrinks from the pan’s sides.

Vanilla Wafer Cake
This is a very rich cake, but oh, so delicious!

1 12-oz. box vanilla wafers
2 cups sugar
2 sticks butter
6 eggs
1/2 cup milk
1 cup nuts, chopped
2 cups flake coconut

1. In a gallon Ziploc bag, crush the vanilla 
wafers with a rolling pin or glass. 
2. In a bowl, cream the sugar and butter; 
add the eggs, one at a time, beating well 
after each addition.
3. Add the milk and vanilla wafer crumbs; 

Banana Nut Bread

3 large bananas, very ripe
1/2 cup butter or margarine
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
2 cups flour
Pinch of salt

1/2 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. baking powder
1 cup nuts, chopped

1. In a bowl, mash the bananas to a pulp. 
In another bowl, cream the butter; add the 
sugar. Cream the mixture; add the eggs and 
mashed bananas. 

A native of Monroe, Louisiana, Kathy Meisetschleager was the youngest of six 
children. “We all helped Mom in the kitchen,” she recalled. “It was fun and filled 
with laughter. Mom cooked without recipes, using handfuls of flour and pinches 
of salt, and I still do the same.” Kathy enjoys planning, cooking and entertaining 
friends and family. She raises a summer garden, as did her grandparents.

Kathy graduated from the University of Louisiana with a bachelor’s in 
nursing and entered the U.S. Air Force, where she met and married Warnie 
Meisetschleager. “He was a C-9 pilot, and I was a flight nurse,” Kathy recalled. 
She retired from the service as a colonel. The couple have two sons living in 
the Metroplex and a daughter stationed at Tinker AFB as an E-3 (AWAC) 
instructor pilot.

Kathy Meisetschleager
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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fold in the nuts and coconut. Bake in a 
well-greased and floured tube pan for 1 
hour and 15 minutes at 325 F.

Strawberry Pecan Layer Cake

Cake:
1 box white cake mix
1 3-oz. box strawberry flavored JELL-O
1 cup oil
1/2 cup milk
4 whole eggs
1 cup frozen strawberries, thawed 
   and drained
1 cup coconut
1 cup pecans

Frosting:
1 stick butter
3 1/2 cups boxed confectioner’s sugar
1/2 cup strawberries, drained
1/2 cup pecans, chopped
1/2 cup coconut

1. For the cake: In a bowl, blend the cake 
mix and JELL-O. Add the oil and milk; 
beat for 2 minutes. Add the eggs; beat until 
well blended.
2. Fold the strawberries, coconut 
and pecans into the batter; divide the 
batter equally into three 9-inch pans 
that are greased and floured. Bake at 
350 F for approximately 40 minutes; 
cool before frosting.
3. For the frosting: In a bowl, cream the 
butter and sugar. Add the remaining 
ingredients; blend well. If the frosting is 
too thick, add a few drops of strawberry 
juice or milk.
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Sudoku Puzzle

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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