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Air Force Recruiting Office and 

America for 247 years.”

Air Force Sports Department, 

job.” But the Air Force had more 

— Corvettes polished, uniforms 

just waiting. Then a serviceman 

When he got to me, he said, ‘He 

Ferdinand “Speedy” Gonzales grew up 
on the westside of San Antonio, Texas, 
in a neighborhood where choices were 
limited. The environment was tough. 
“I knew if I stayed, I might end up in a 
gang,” he stated. “And, back then, life 
followed a simple pattern. Sons did what 
their fathers did. That’s just how it was.” 
So after graduating high school, he 
stepped into a factory job, just like his 
father. But it didn’t take long for him to 
realize it wasn’t the life he wanted.

— By Sandra Walters



“I remember thinking, There is 
no way I’m going to spend years in 
this hot factory,” he said. That day 
after work, without overthinking 
it, he made a decision that would 
change everything. He walked 
straight to the United States 
Air Force Recruiting Office and 
enlisted. Once people learned 
the news, his whole family, the 
neighborhood — everyone — was 
excited for him. They were proud. 
It meant something to serve the 
country. The Air Force gave him a 
way out, and his first assignment 
took him to Alaska. 

However, he wasn’t the first in his 
family to serve. “My oldest brother 
started it,” he said. “He created the 
legacy, and it grew. We now have 
a large number of family members 
who serve or have served, including 
nieces and nephews. Together, we 
have served the United States of 
America for 247 years.”

Speedy began working in the 
Air Force Sports Department, 
helping pilots recover physically 
so they could return to duty. In 
that department, they provided 
massages and exercises to help 
many servicemen recover.

“I helped get them back into 
shape,” he said. “That was my 
job.” But the Air Force had more 
in store for him than he ever 
imagined. “I had no idea the kind 
of opportunities I would get. Never 
in my life did I think I’d live a life 
like this.”

One day, he received a call. “The 
officer asked me, ‘Do you want to 
be the driver for Vice President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson (LBJ) 
when he comes to Texas?’ And I 
didn’t hesitate. I replied, ‘Yes.’ I 
was thrilled.” Soon, Speedy found 
himself among a line of drivers 
— Corvettes polished, uniforms 
crisp — waiting for President John 
F. Kennedy and Vice President 
Johnson’s arrival. “We were all 
ready,” he recalled. “Cars lined 
up, drivers in place. We were 
just waiting. Then a serviceman 
began walking down the line, 
speaking quietly to each driver. 
When he got to me, he said, ‘He 
isn’t coming. The president has                      
been assassinated.’”
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he retired and later became an 
insurance salesman. “I lived a simple 
life,” he remarked. “A good life.” 
Among his most treasured items is a 
United States Air Force Combination 
Medal awarded to him by the 
president and a pen the president 
used to sign a bill. “That meant a 
lot. I’ve got memorabilia — cigarette 
lighters from flights, things like that,” 
he said. “Pieces of history.”

Then, he pointed at a picture on 
the wall and said, “These are all of 
the servicemen who served when 
LBJ became president, and I’m the 
only one still living from that group 
to tell the story. Over the years, 
people have encouraged me to 
write a book. They say, ‘You’ve seen 
history. You should tell your story.’” 
He smiled at the idea. “Maybe 
one day,” he said. Stories like his 
aren’t just personal. They’re part 
of something bigger. A reminder 
that, sometimes, all it takes is one 
decision — one walk out of a factory 
— to change the course of your 
life. And, in Speedy’s case, to step      
into history.

Silence. “We didn’t know what 
to say,” Speedy remembered. “The 
words didn’t register at first. We were 
stunned. Nobody spoke. We just got 
in our cars and drove back.”

Two weeks later, another call 
came. “They told me to report to 
the base protocol officer,” he said. 
Then came the question: “‘Do you 
want to serve for President Lyndon B. 
Johnson at the ranch?’” He answered 
the same way he always did. “I said, 
‘Yes.’ I didn’t even know what I was 
getting into.”

The Christmas of 1963 marked the 
beginning of a new chapter: serving 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. “It was 

a quick visit, but there was so much 
to learn — protocol, expectations, 
everything,” he said. “That quick visit 
turned into five years. Every time the 
president came to the ranch, being 
his driver was my assignment.” 

One memory stood out. “During 
our first Christmas, President 
Johnson invited all of the servicemen 
over to the house for cookies and 
chocolate late at night.” He smiled 
at the memory. “LBJ even wore his 
suit — out of respect for us. He was 
incredibly kind.”

During those years, Speedy 
witnessed history up close. “I saw 
the president almost daily. “Met 
senators, movie stars, all kinds of 
important people. And, of course, 
Lady Bird Johnson. She was as kind 
as you’d imagine.” Some of those 
encounters turned into friendships. 
Others became stories he still carries 
today. He even traveled with the 
president to Mexico to interpret     
for him.

In 1969, Speedy returned to his 
original role of working with pilots. 
After 24 years in the Air Force, 
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Mansfield Glass 
& Windows

BusinessNOW

— By Sandra Walters

Garrett Swaldi has been involved in the construction 
industry since high school, initially working as a residential 
carpenter in College Station. After graduating from Texas 
A&M University in 1999 with a degree in construction 
science, Garrett started his career in commercial 
construction with the Beck Group in Dallas. Recently, 
Garrett and his wife, Jane, seized the opportunity to 
purchase Mansfield Glass & Windows, seeing it as a 
logical and strategic business decision to grow their 
renovations business. Together, they continue the 
company’s 25-year legacy of dedicated service to the 
DFW Metroplex. Jane oversees the company’s back-

Mansfield Glass & Windows
Owners: Garrett & Jane Swaldi
7489 Rendon Bloodworth Rd., Mansfield, TX 76063
Mansfieldglass.com • Phone: (817) 473-3909

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

end operations, including accounting, supply chain 
management, payroll, human resources, inventory and 
strategic planning. Garrett noted, “Jane holds the 
position of owner and president, while I serve as vice 
president overseeing operations.”

Their connection to Mansfield goes beyond business. 
“We’re excited to be part of the Mansfield community,” 
Jane shared. “Our three daughters will be attending 
high school here in the fall. We currently have a junior 
and twins in eighth grade, but next year, they will all 
be in high school in Mansfield. We’re also looking for 
a church and charities where we can get involved. Our 
focus is on finding a home and becoming active members 
of the community — not just as business owners, but                
as residents.”

Mansfield Glass & Windows proudly holds an A+ 
rating with the Better Business Bureau. The company has 
been recognized as a certified Woman-Owned Business 
(WBENC) and a Texas Historically Underutilized Business 
(HUB). Additionally, it actively participates in the Texas 
Glass Association, the local chapter of the National   
Glass Association. 
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“We operate with integrity because 
it’s core to who we are,” Garrett 
added. “We believe the customer 
comes first and work tirelessly to 
ensure their satisfaction. Our focus 
is to maintain the good reputation 
Mansfield Glass & Windows has in 
the community. We’re all in.”

That commitment shows in their 
day-to-day work. The Mansfield 
Glass & Windows team is fully 
trained, properly insured for both 
residential and commercial projects, 
and equipped with the latest tools. 
This isn’t a one-person operation. 
Every team member plays a role 
in delivering consistent, high-
quality service. From replacement 
windows and custom showers to 
even the smallest glass needs, their 
experienced office and field teams 
guide customers through the entire 
process. Their technicians take pride 
in their craftsmanship, carefully 
handling every step from initial 
measurement to final inspection to 
ensure a seamless experience across 
the DFW area.

Mansfield Glass & Windows offers 
a wide range of services. Their 
frameless shower glass has become 
a popular, modern alternative to 
traditional framed enclosures. They 
also install high-quality replacement 
windows and create custom-cut 
glass for everything from tabletops 
and cabinet glass to single-pane 
windows. For unique or ornate 
spaces, they can create precise 
patterns to ensure a perfect fit. 
Throughout the process, they focus 
on educating customers with no-
pressure, no-cost consultations. In 
addition, on the commercial side, 
the company provides storefront 
systems, aluminum doors, curtain 
walls, interior glass partitions, mirrors 
and mirror walls, sliding doors, 
transaction windows, door hardware  
and window tint.

As an established company with 
a physical location, full insurance 
coverage and a well-trained team, 
Mansfield Glass & Windows stands 
out in the industry. Rooted locally, 
the owners take pride in being 
active members of the community, 
so their doors are always open for 
consultations. Be sure to make        
an appointment.
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Around TownNOW

Feed the Kids volunteers sort items with smiles.Kristi Fernandez is recognized for service at Texas Health.

Zoomed In:
Justin and Cindie Ratts

For years, soccer was more than just a game for 
Justin Ratts. “He first started playing when he was 
6 years old and developed a love for the sport,” 
his wife, Cindie, said. His talent opened many 
doors, which allowed him to play throughout high 
school, compete at the club level, and eventually, 
attract the attention of two nationally ranked 
college programs. 

After graduation, Justin was offered a 
developmental contract to continue pursuing the 
game at a higher level. However, a serious knee 
injury abruptly ended his soccer career. For nearly 
a decade, he distanced himself from the sport 
entirely. Eventually, he moved on and began 
enjoying his sport again. Recently, Justin and 
Cindie enjoyed watching Czechia during their 
training session in the new Mansfield Stadium.

By Sandra Walters

James Barclay graduates from the 
Mansfield Police Department Police 
Academy.

Coach Purcell and her TABC Champ 
of Champs basketball quad are 
represented here.

Sawyer Blackwell enjoys VBS at First 
Methodist Mansfield.
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Around TownNOW
Zoomed In:
Launa and Micheal Allen

When employees feel valued, the entire 
workplace benefits. That sense of appreciation was 
on full display during a recent employee service 
awards banquet, where team members gathered 
to celebrate years of dedication and commitment 
to patient care. Launa Allen, who celebrated her 
five years of service at Texas Health Mansfield 
Hospital with her spouse, Micheal, was one of those 
honored. Reflecting on the occasion, Launa shared 
how meaningful it was to be honored alongside 
colleagues who work tirelessly to serve patients and 
families every day. “I’m grateful that my employer 
takes the time to recognize the team members 
whose care, compassion and dedication make our 
hospital a better place,” she said. Events like these 
create the kind of experience staff members need in 
order to feel appreciated in any work environment.

Mansfield ISD employees volunteer at Feed the Kids.The coaches and teammates of BATS celebrate a great season.

Christ Chapel South youth serve at the Mansfield Mission Center Thrift Store.
Flora Sonkoue opens her braids, wigs 
and installs salon.

By Sandra Walters
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pork shoulder, coating it completely.
3. Place the seasoned pork in a slow 
cooker; pour the chicken broth around it.
4. Cook on low for 8-10 hours until the 
meat is fork-tender and shreds easily.
5. Remove the meat from the slow 
cooker; shred it using two forks. 
Discard excess fat; return the shredded 
meat to the slow cooker.
6. Stir in the barbecue sauce; keep 
warm until ready to serve.
7. Toast the hamburger buns lightly if 
desired. Pile the pulled pork onto the 
bottom buns; top with coleslaw. Cover 
with the top buns; serve immediately.

Baked Beans

6 slices bacon, chopped
1 medium onion, diced
4 15-oz. cans navy beans, drained
1 cup ketchup
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup molasses
2 Tbsp. yellow mustard
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

1. Preheat oven to 350 F.
2. In a skillet, cook the chopped bacon 
until crispy; remove and set aside.
3. In the bacon drippings, sauté the 
onions until softened.
4. In a large baking dish, combine the 
beans, bacon and onions. Stir in the 
remaining ingredients.
5. Bake, uncovered, for 45-50 minutes 
until bubbly and slightly thickened.

8. In a separate bowl, whip the heavy 
cream until stiff peaks form. Fold the 
whipped cream into the cream cheese 
mixture until well combined.
9. Spread the frosting evenly over the 
cooled cake.
10. To decorate: In the upper left 
corner, arrange the blueberries in a 
rectangle to create the “stars” section 
of the flag.
11. Arrange the sliced strawberries 
in horizontal rows across the rest 
of the cake to create the “stripes.” 
Leave white frosting stripes between 
the strawberry rows to complete the 
American flag pattern.
12. Refrigerate for at least 1 hour 
before serving.

Classic BBQ Pulled Pork 
Sandwiches

2 Tbsp. brown sugar
1 Tbsp. paprika
1 Tbsp. garlic powder
1 Tbsp. onion powder
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
4 lbs. pork shoulder
1 cup chicken broth
1 1/2 cups barbecue sauce of  
   your choice
12 hamburger buns
2 cups coleslaw

1. In a small bowl, mix together the 
first 6 ingredients. 
2. Rub the spice mixture all over the 

American Flag Fruit Cake

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
1 cup granulated sugar
3 large eggs
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1/2 cup whole milk

Frosting:
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
1/4 cup powdered sugar
1 cup heavy whipping cream

Decorations:
1 cup fresh blueberries
2 cups fresh strawberries, sliced

1. For the cake: Preheat the oven to 
350 F; grease a 9x13-inch baking pan.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together 
the flour, baking powder and salt.
3. In a large bowl, beat the butter and 
sugar until light and fluffy.
4. Add the eggs, one at a time, beating 
well after each addition. Stir in the vanilla.
5. Alternately add the flour mixture and 
milk to the butter mixture, beginning 
and ending with the flour.
6. Pour the batter into the prepared 
pan; bake for 25-30 minutes until a 
toothpick comes out clean. Let the 
cake cool completely in the pan.
7. For the frosting: In a medium bowl, 
beat the cream cheese and powdered 
sugar until smooth.

Independence Day calls for outdoor 
gatherings filled with friends, family 
and festive foods that capture the spirit 
of summer. Whether you’re hosting a 
backyard barbecue or heading to the park, 
these recipes can help make your Fourth 
of July picnic truly memorable.
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Another school year has ended, and summer vacations are well 
underway. Sometimes, investors take time away from monitoring 
their investment portfolios while enjoying some well-earned time 
away from work. There are a few important things to keep in 
mind during the heat of summer to help you stay focused on your 
financial goals.

  
1. Take a close look at your individual holdings and evaluate 

whether to sell, hold or buy more. Now might be a good time 
to harvest some tax losses in preparation for your 2027 income 
tax bill. If you own investments that may not have the potential 
to recoup losses, consider selling those investments to offset 
potential capital gains before the end of the year. Or perhaps 
those holdings have just hit a slow spell, and fundamentals look 
good again. If so, consider adding money to take advantage of the 
potential recovery. 

2. If you and your advisor have established a specific asset 
allocation, make sure the allocation is still within the parameters 
of your plan. If some investments have grown more quickly than 
others and caused your allocation to be off, take gains and add to 
investments that might be down in value. 

3. Re-evaluate your financial goals, and make adjustments to 
your portfolio if necessary. Some things that might have affected 
your goals are a birth, death, marriage, divorce, graduation, 

inheritance, sale or purchase of a business, changing or losing a 
job or retirement. Evaluation of your investments to make sure they 
align with your goals is important.

4. As you grow older, age milestones are important to keep in 
mind as well. When you turn 59 1/2, the early distribution penalty 
goes away for Traditional IRAs. Even though taking money from an 
IRA could result in additional income tax, there is no penalty. Also, 
the Internal Revenue Service requires minimum distributions from 
Traditional IRAs after the account holder turns 73. Consult your tax 
professional or financial advisor about taking your RMD. Waiting 
until the end of the year is not necessary. 

5. Evaluate your current household budget to see if you need 
to change the amount of income being taken from your portfolio. 
If expenses have gone up or down, your financial advisor may 
be able to help you change some investments to accommodate   
those changes.

Just because you might be taking time off from work, make sure 
your investments don’t go on vacation with you. Keep your money 
working in conjunction with your financial plan. You should always 
seek the advice of your tax consultant and your financial advisor 
before making any major changes to your investments. 

This material is for general information only and not intended to 
provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual, 
nor intended as tax advice. Investing involves risk including loss of 
principal and no strategy assures success or protects against loss.  

Todd Simmons is a registered representative with, and securities 
are offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advice offered through Advisor Resource Council, 
a registered investment advisor, and separate entity from               
LPL Financial.

No Investment 
Vacation!

FinanceNOW
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Sudoku Puzzle

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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Sudoku Puzzle



www.nowmagazines.com  28  MansfieldNOW  July 2026



www.nowmagazines.com  29  MansfieldNOW  July 2026



JULY 2026


	FC_MAN
	IFC_MAN
	001_MAN
	002_MAN
	003_MAN
	004_MAN
	005_MAN
	006_MAN
	007_MAN
	008_MAN
	009_MAN
	010_MAN
	011_MAN
	012_MAN
	013_MAN
	014_MAN
	015_MAN
	016_MAN
	017_MAN
	018_MAN
	019_MAN
	020_MAN
	021_MAN
	022_MAN
	023_MAN
	024_MAN
	025_MAN
	026_MAN
	027_MAN
	028_MAN
	IBC_MAN
	BC_MAN

