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Editor’s Note
Dear Readers,

During July 1969, I was a Baylor University coed attending 
summer school, and yet every spare moment I had for nine 
days was spent watching television. Live coverage was being 
broadcast around the world of  Apollo 11’s blast off, the lunar 
module separation, its landing on the moon and the celebration 
that heralded the safe return of  astronauts, Neil Armstrong, 
Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins. What an accomplishment!

I’m now writing my dad’s story of  his WWII experiences as a CIC/OSS operative in 
China as told partially from his oral history interview. Due to refueling needs, it took the 

. . rmy ir orps over 1  days to fly him from Washington, D. ., to ndia for training 
with British intelligence agents.

As Neil Armstrong stepped on the moon’s surface, he said, “That’s one small step 
for man, one giant leap for mankind.” There have been so many “leaps” since my dad’s 
service to our country. It makes me wonder what is yet to come!

Keep making and sharing wonderful memories!

Virginia
 
Virginia Riddle
CorsicanaNOW Editor
virginia.riddle@nowmagazines.com



www.nowmagazines.com  5  CorsicanaNOW July 2017





www.nowmagazines.com  7  CorsicanaNOW July 2017



Throughout this nation’s 
history, U.S. military service 
during wartime has been the 
best of  times and the worst of  
times for America’s young men 
and women. For Corsicana 
residents and WWII veterans, 
Joe Hambrick, (U.S. Army) 
and Charlie Washburn, 
(U.S. Navy), the memories 
of th ir i it r i flood d
back when they traveled to 
Washington, D.C., as guests 
of  Honor Flight DFW. Bob 
Schell, a resident of  Richland 
Chambers Lake since 2016, 
is a board member of  the 
organization. “Flight #33 
will take off  next month, and 
we’re always looking for more 
t r n to t on o r flight

so they can experience the 
WWII Memorial and other 
capital sites,” Bob explained.

— By Virginia RiddleJoe served as an Army PFC from March 1944-October 1945. A native of  Frost, he had hunted all 
his life, so he trained at Fort ood as a rifleman. We had fun. Wherever you have a bunch of  s, 
it s fun.  was shipped overseas to the outh of  France as part of  the th nfantry.  was a country 
boy who d never seen the ocean until we had to climb the ladders on the Enterprise with full pac s,” 
oe recalled. e earned his urple eart and spent 11 months in a body cast in a hospital in 

France. fter the war, oe moved to orsicana, raised his family and wor ed at the post office for 
 years.

harlie, a orsicana native and graduate of  orsicana igh chool, was re uired to register 
for the draft when he turned 1 .  became a selective volunteer and went to boot camp in an 
Diego, alifornia,” he remembered. e bought his high school sweetheart a one way tic et 
to see him, and they married in an Diego. rained as a radioman, harlie saw duty on a 
troop cargo ship in awaii, uam and as part of  the attle of  inawa. We shot a 
apanese ami a e plane down while under fire most every night. We got no sleep. 





We were on duty 24/7,” he said. After 
the atomic bomb was dropped on Japan, 
his and other ships gathered in Manila 
Bay, Philippines. “I had never seen so 
many ships in my life! Later, we sailed 
to Cambodia and transferred Chinese 
Nationalist troops in China. In all, 
Charlie served two years and two months 
and achieved the rank of  Radioman 3rd 
Class. Back in Corsicana, he enrolled in 
Navarro College and worked for F.W. 
Woolworth Company and Magnolia 
Petroleum Company in Corsicana before 
going into business for himself. He then 
worked for Mobil in Saudi Arabia for 
three years before retiring and returning 
to Corsicana.

The Honor Flight Network was 
conceived by Earl Morse, a physician’s 
assistant and retired Air Force captain 
who was treating vets at a Department 
of  Veterans Affairs clinic in Ohio. The 
WWII Memorial had been completed in 
2004, but so many of  the WWII vets he 
treated would never see it. Something had 
to be done, so the first flight occurred 
in 2005. Since then, over 127 hubs and 
chapters have been created in 41 states. 

ach honor flight consists of  about 0 
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Joe Hambrick and his caregiver, Kathy 

Robinson, look through his album.



veterans, their personal guardians and a 
medical team — in all, about 100 people. 
We fly commercial, so other passengers 

get to experience mail call on the return 
trip. We re a rowdy bunch,” ob revealed. 

he trip is completely free for vets, but all 
volunteers pay their own way e cept for 
the medical team. Since 2015, Southwest 

irlines, which substantially reduces” 
tic et prices, has been the official carrier. 

ach flight costs about 0,000,” ob 
said. ll flights have a grand send off  and 
welcome home celebration.

Jonell Kirk, Joe’s daughter, was 
contacted by ob when he was provided 
a list of  WW  vets by the merican 

egion. fter spea ing with ob, she 
nominated her dad for the trip. Karen 
tewart was oe s guardian on his flight in 
ay 016 on Flight 0. he was there 

all the time and was a very nice lady,” oe 
said. “The trip was great! The memorial 
was most impressive. We went to Audie 

urphy s grave in rlington ational 
emetery, where we also saw the 

changing of  the guard at the omb of  
the n nown oldier and the wo ima 

emorial. hat night, the ir Force a  
band, he irmen of  ote, played 0s 
music, and here came the girls saying, 

ay  have this dance  ome year
old men were dancing   got 11  cards 
and letters from ids during mail call. 

y church, orthside aptist, sent a 
busload to ove Field to welcome us 
bac ,” oe said.

harlie was on Flight 1 during 
eptember 016, and alcolm, harlie s 

son, was his guardian. he send off  
was all, ah, rah ” harlie remembered. 

he White ouse and the WW  
Memorial were so impressive. The 
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Bob Schell (right) participates in Honor Flight 

DFW out of respect for veterans like Charlie 

Washburn (left) and Joe Hambrick (center).



memorial is built into a great setting with 
a fountain.” Charlie’s tour included all of  
Joe’s landmarks and more.

As wonderful as the trip is, the honor 
isn’t over upon the veteran’s return. “We 
have a reunion at Love Field’s Frontiers 
of  Flight Museum. Our albums are 
passed out. Everything was ‘on the top 
shelf,’” Charlie said.

Bob became involved with the 
program after hearing a speaker at his 
former Rotary Club in Lewisville, Texas. 
A native of  Omaha, Nebraska, Bob had 
a student deferment during the Vietnam 
War. “Nam was over, and the draft was 
gone by the time I graduated,” he said. 
While a Dallas attorney, he first became 
involved as a guardian and now, since 
retiring, he passionately seeks WWII 
veterans who wish to make the trip. “We 
also have started the Ground Mission 
Program for WWII, Korean and Vietnam 
veterans who can’t go to D.C. We’re 
giving them a virtual flight and providing 
them with an album,” he said.

Both Joe and Charlie enjoy living 
independently, with some help, in 
Corsicana. Charlie’s legally blind, so 
another son, Calvin, moved back to 
Corsicana following the passing of  
Charlie’s second wife, Martha.

“Since Flight #1, over 1,360 veterans 
have flown to see their memorials in 
Washington, D.C. In 2016, Honor 
Flight DFW provided flights to 160 
veterans —51 WWII, 79 Korean War 
— accompanied by 160 guardians and 
70 medical/trip leaders. “But there are 
many more who need to go, and time is 
growing short,” Bob said. “We’re starting 
to offer flights to Korean War veterans 
and have already flown several Vietnam 
War veterans to see their memorials. We’ll 
fly vets while we can.” 

Editor’s Note: For more information, email 
Bob at tex.admiral@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.honorflightdfw.org/.
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Malcolm Washburn (right) was his father’s 

guardian during Flight #31.
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We now offer Electrical and Building Automation Services.

We’ve
EXPANDED.

Lochridge-Priest now offers a complete line of Electrical 
and Building Automation Services in addition to Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Plumbing and Refrigeration.

1.800.460.1562 • LochridgePriest.com

Like us on
Facebook

Follow us
on Twitter

Follow us
on Instagram

TACLA24360C  •  TACLA28343C  •  TACLA28379C    •   TECL32275   •   M41036

CORSICANA
731 Ferguson Dr., Corsicana, TX 75110 

Any Repair or Service*
(HVAC, Plumbing, Electrical)

$25off

CODE: JUL25OFF
*Not valid with any other coupon, offer or discount
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 — By Nancy Smothermon

A family sitting down to dinner together without 
cell phones in hand or a television blaring is a rare 
occurrence. And sharing time with your children’s 
friends is quite unique in a day and age when life is 
so fast-paced and uncertain. Finding such a family 
is both interesting and encouraging.

The Blanton family — Brett, Cheryl, Jack, Claire “KiKi” 
and Sam — are just such a family. Brett, originally from 
Dallas, and Cheryl, from Corsicana, met in Dallas while 
attending Southern Methodist University. Jack, their oldest 
at 18, is especially close to his grandfather. “He is our 
outdoorsman,” rett said proudly. e en oys fishing, hunting 
and being a part of  nature in general. Jack and his grandfather 
hunt together.”

“KiKi is our middle child. She’s 16,” Cheryl shared. “She 
and Sam, our youngest at 13, shared a bedroom up until last 
Thanksgiving when KiKi decided to move out of  the shared 
space and into what was once the office and music room.”

“We are a very close family. We enjoy spending time 
together,” Brett said. “Television is not a priority in our lives.”

“We would rather sit here in the front room and talk, 
catch up on each other’s day, discuss the troubles and joys 
of  teenage life and plan our family vacations together,”      
Cheryl explained.
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This comfy front room is their 
favorite place to gather as a family. 
The kids’ friends even show up to visit 
when the kids themselves are not home. 
“They feel welcome and comfortable 
either way,” Cheryl smiled warmly. The 
furniture is mostly hand-me-down 
pieces that “have totally been worn,” as 
Cheryl put it, “and I can’t wait to get rid 
of  ’em.” 

“We lived in Dallas 12 years before 
moving to Corsicana to adopt a slower 
pace of  life and to be nearer to Cheryl’s 
parents,” Brett said. 

“We often sit on the front porch, 
outside our bedroom windows,” Cheryl 
said. “We love our neighborhood. 
Everyone is friendly.” 

“We love the view we have up 
and down the street. We can wave to 
neighbors and see all the action of  the 
neighborhood, which is full of  kids,” 
Brett added.

The four-bedroom, split-design 
home is so welcoming with its big, 
front door into the entryway that opens 
up to the front room. In the middle 
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To the right of  the entryway is a 
guest bathroom the girls have claimed for 
their own and the kids’ three bedrooms. 
Jack’s style is readily found in his room. 
“He’s got animals on every wall, and he 
built his own bed frame to hide his guns 
and tac le. e also built a small fly tying 
table,” Brett said. “His hobbies change 
weekly, but they are always related to 
hunting and fishing.”

KiKi painted a big picture and hung 
lights in her room. She is making good 
use of  her newly acquired space. “She 
enjoys decorating,” Cheryl shared. “Sam 

of  the room stands a stucco fireplace. 
When we first moved in,  sat for 

hours staring at my new fireplace.  
had always dreamed of  having one,”                 
Cheryl explained.

Just past the front room is what was 
once a formal dining room. Brett moved 
the chandelier from the dining room to 
what was a large breakfast area off  the 
kitchen at the back of  the house. “The 
new sitting area up front gives us more 
usable space for company. The new 
dining space is used for more than just 
sharing mealtime,” Cheryl said.
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is enjoying the big bedroom with a 
keyboard and enjoys plenty of  loud music 
during sleepovers.”

Brett and Cheryl have the bedroom 
at the other end of  the ranch-style house, 
conveniently located off  the kitchen area. 
Their bedroom is painted a dark green, 
while the bed is tucked inside an alcove. 
The room is large and accommodates a 
home office, two armoires and two chairs 
at the foot of  the bed. The master bath 
and closet are tucked out of  sight. 

The remodeled kitchen has glass-
front cabinets and a newly installed 
backsplash. The kitchen overlooks the 
backyard where the family’s four dogs 
live, romp and play and “destroy my 
grass,” Brett exclaimed. 

One of  the kids’ favorite places is the 
deck they added at the back of  the house. 
“We put up string lights, bring out the 
music box, cookout and sit around the 
fire,” rett shared. 

“We also enjoy our front yard here 
more than our yard in Dallas,” the  
couple shared.

“Cheryl is really motivated as a 
Realtor, and she has now joined up with 
a partner to build a real estate group that 
combines a new brand called JB Realty 
and Property Management with a legacy 
brand called Lakeview Realty,” Brett said. 

“Brett is planning to obtain his real 
estate license, and work with me and our 
partner on development projects and 
building the property management side,” 
Cheryl added. “We are also buying Little 
Red School House from Carolyn Yates, a 
family friend,” Cheryl explained. “Brett is 
a great guy, but mostly, he’s a great father 
to our children,” Cheryl added. “And we 
can’t wait to start working together.

“We are truly blessed with three great 
children. They all work and study hard,” 
Cheryl admitted.  
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Jack works mowing lawns, babysits 
and does anything that will earn his extra 
money. “Sam just wishes she lived in 
New York,” Brett stated. 

“KiKi is our highly dedicated 
volleyball player. Her traveling club 
team keeps us all busy traveling 
together,” Cheryl said. “And Brett 
oversees our church’s music ministry. 
He stays busy supporting the church 
with music ministry, church committees 
and fundraisers, such as Habitat for 
Humanity, Night of  Praise, Christmas 
in Action and fundraisers for youth    
mission trips.” 

Cheryl has had her real estate 
license for some time now, but chose 
to postpone working to be with her 
children. “Our babies have gotten old 
enough to take care of  themselves, so I 
feel like I can enter the workforce and 
focus on my career now,” she said. “I 
have multiple jobs   — real estate, teaching 
a yoga class at Navarro College and a few 
classes at the YMCA,” she said. 

“My friends from Dallas say their 
heart rate falls when they come down 
here from the big city to see me,” Brett 
laughed. “It’s just a much different world 
than what I grew up in.”

Perhaps the most interesting aspects 
of  this family are how close they are and 
how much they welcome others. Their 
friends and neighbors use words like 
helpful, happy and friendly to describe them.  

The love shared by this family is 
evident in the pictures hanging in the 
living room. While they were gifts from 
Brett to Cheryl, the subject matter of  the 
canvas wall art is born of  a loving couple 
who enjoy traveling with their children 
and who are passing on to their children 
what a family should be made of  — lots 
of  love and togetherness.
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— By Nancy Smothermon
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Breana Hall is enjoying 
academic success despite the 
tragedy she suffered as a 
young girl. After her mother’s 
untimely passing, she relocated 
to Corsicana from Eustace, 
Texas, to live with her dad and 
stepmother, Chris and Karin 
Hall. All these drastic life 
changes came during the second 
semester of  her eighth-grade 
year, but she’s been able to settle 
in and make positive strides to         
young adulthood.

Navarro College recently held an 
essay contest on the topic of  Martin 
Luther King Jr. The opportunity to 
participate in the contest is offered to 
all Navarro County high school seniors. 
“It was my high school counselor who 
recommended I take part in the essay 
contest,” Breana said. “I was given a 
prompt for writing about Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and I just took it from 
there.” Breana embraced the challenge, 
rising above many other students in 
Navarro County, as she was named the 
winner of  the essay competition.

After winning the prize, Breana 
was invited to share her winning essay 
during the Navarro College’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Breakfast Banquet. 
Chris and Karin attended the awards 
banquet, as did many others from 
the community. This success caused 
Breana, who at the time was also a 
National Honor Society member at 
Corsicana High School, to take a long 
look at her future. “I am still exploring 
my options for a career,” she shared. “I 
have participated in a career assessment 
test. I ranked high in education, 
social outreach, counseling, reading               
and writing.”

Once Breana decided to take 
an active role in the contest, she 
quickly decided to write about the 
characteristics she feels she shares 
with the civil rights leader. After 
researching and reading about him, she 
soon discovered some of  these traits 
made him successful at what he did 
and how he led. “He was a strong and 
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dedicated leader,” she explained. “He 
was rich in self-discipline. All of  which I 
pride myself  in having experienced in my 
young life.”

Breana has learned self-discipline and 
dedication as she’s walked her journey 
through life thus far. She feels these two 
character traits go hand in hand and are 
both required of  any high school student, 
who’s also an athlete. Breana spent three 
years as a member of  the Corsicana 
Calicos drill team. She believes this group 
helped shape her into the leader she’s 
become. “I feel I am a strong leader. 
You must set a good example of  doing 
what is right for your team and knowing 
younger students are looking up to you,” 
she said. “You are often required to do 
things you don’t want to, but you must 
strive to do your very best.” She feels 
that much of  what she has learned about 
these character traits came during the 
transitional period following the loss of  
her mother.

In her essay, Breana also stressed 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s dedication and 
his encouraging words to get through 
the process, which at times can be very 
difficult. eing part of  a large 0 
member] drill team requires some of  the 
same kind of  dedication,” she stressed. 
“One of  these includes being able to set 
aside your differences with other team 
members, and not letting personalities 
get in the way of  accomplishing the tasks     
at hand.”

Breana played softball as a freshman. 
She quickly found that she enjoyed 
hitting the ball, but she was not as 
familiar with the rules of  the game and 
only played one year. “It was tough and 
at times fun, but I soon found I did not 
enjoy the game as much as I thought I 
would,” she shared with a sigh.
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She is driven by the desire to work 
hard and make her late mother proud. 
“She hopes to derive something positive 
in her future,” Karin added. 

Having younger siblings dealing 
with the same loss is a strong driving 
force that helps when Breana’s strength 
wavers. “Mom had struggles in her own 
life, and she always put us first,” reana       
tearfully remembered.

“Breana is an amazing young lady 
with high morals and intelligence,” 
Karin said. “She likes reading and             
writing poetry.”

“I like to rap,” Breana said with a 
chuc le. ometimes, you can find me in 
my room dancing to a song I made up,” 
she smiled.

“It’s a coping tool she uses to express 
her feelings,” Karin added.

“So, my essay was primarily based on 
the things I felt I had in common with 
MLK,” she said.

The opportunity to win a scholarship 
was something she could not pass up. 
She put quite a bit of  hard work into 
her writing, just as she puts in a lot of  
hours working at Brookshire’s as an 
office cashier. he wor ed with emories 
by Melissa Photography once setting 
up backgrounds and decorating for 
several of  the photo shoots. “She loves 
decorating, and is often decorating and 
re-decorating her bedroom,” Karin said 
with a proud grin.

It all comes back to working hard 
with dedication and self-discipline for 
Breana. “I’m working for gas money, 
too,” she laughed. “That’s good 
motivation when you’re my age.”

“She is saving for a new car, as well,” 
Karin added.
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“Though which make and model is 
still to be decided,” Breana said.

Chris is a manager at the local Tractor 
Supply. Karin is a school secretary at 
Fannin Elementary. Breana’s older 
brother, Brandon, and her three younger 
brothers, Jaden, Ashtin and Jacob and her 
younger sister, Kaylee, attend worship 
services on Sundays at First Baptist 
Church in Corsicana. It is here that she 
has no doubt learned even more about 
responsibility, leadership and setting a 
good example.

Even though she took a career 
assessment test at school and explored 
her options for the future, Breana is still 
not set on a specific career path. he is 
drawn to helping young people cope with 
great loss in their lives, just as she has 
had to do. She has already participated in 
several volunteer programs. As an honor 
student, she worked with other CHS 
students by collecting clothes for The 
Salvation Army and gifts for an Angel 
Tree during the holiday season.  

She is preparing for her future one 
day at a time, as she grows stronger after 
so great a loss in her young life. There is 
no doubt this bright young lady is going 
to go far in life and be a benefit to all the 
lives she touches. An anonymous writer 
once penned, “It’s not what happens 
to us that determines our successes 
or failures, but how we react to what 
happens to us.” So far, Breana’s reactions 
have proven to be quite successful.

Breana holding a picture of her mother, 
both in their caps and gowns.
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Not So Plain Jayne’s goal is to become “Corsicana famous.” — By Virginia Riddle 

Co-owner Stacy Pyeatt welcomes everyone to 
fall in love with her treasures.

sheet on our counter where customers can sign in and tell us 
what they’re looking for because we may have it tucked away in 
storage or in our home. f  not, we can find it,” tacy said.

That’s just one of  the services Jonathan and Stacy, along with 
their staff  of  four, perform for customers. “Items not purchased 
at our shop can be brought in for painting, and we offer pick-up 
and delivery,” tacy said. he offers home staging, with furniture 
and decor pieces bought or rented from the shop, and also stages 
events, such as weddings. “We’ll ship most items anywhere in the 

. .,” tacy added.
“We sincerely want to provide an extremely high level of  

customer service at fair prices,” tacy e plained. eople want 
quality items at a price they can afford. This has led to many 

ne never nows what he or she will find behind the door of  
Not So Plain Jayne, since their inventory is constantly changing. 
Vintage furniture, jewelry, custom T-shirts, home decor, signs, 
custom crosses and Shabby Paints are just a few of  the items 
that can be found in this eclectic shop. “A lot of  our items are 
created by local artisans,” o owner tacy yeatt said.

Stacy and her husband, Jonathan Pyeatt, opened their shop in 
2016 and moved to their current location this year. It all started 
with Stacy looking for a new hobby. She went to a painting class 
hosted by another habby aints stylist and got hoo ed.” 

“I started painting my own furniture, and then people started 
bringing their furniture to me to paint,” she recalled. hat 
hobby has grown into a successful small business. We keep a 

Not So Plain Jayne   
701 West 2nd Avenue
Corsicana, TX 75110
(903) 493-6007
NotSoPlainJayneTx@gmail.com
www.notsoplainjaynedesigns.com
Facebook: @LoveNotSoPlainJayne
 
Hours:

Monday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Noon-5:00 p.m.
Shop online 24/7.

BusinessNOW

HealthNOW

Finance NOW

OutdoorsNOW

BusinessNOW

HealthNOW

Finance NOW

OutdoorsNOW

An Enjoyable, Eclectic Experience
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repeat customers. We started this 
business, but people know we don’t do 
this alone. We have great customers, an 
excellent staff  and talented vendors.”

A Corsicana native, Stacy remembers 
the days of  layaway at the old Tekell 
Furniture in downtown Corsicana, so she 
offers a 90-day layaway program. The 
shop also accepts cash, PayPal, and all 
major credit cards.

tacy finds many of  their special 
items at estate sales, but the shop also 
carries new items, welcomes vendors, 
trade-ins and consignment items. “Local 
businesses such as Pink Sign Estate Sales 
have been instrumental in our success,” 
Stacy remarked. “I remember, as a kid, 
riding with my Nana. She would pull 
over and put something that someone 
had thrown away into her trunk. Her 
shed was always full of  treasures she 
had rescued. I loved when she would let 
us kids see what all she had collected,”  
Stacy remembered.

Jonathan can be found behind the 
counter, making deliveries or at home 
prepping and repairing furniture for 
paint. e s definitely the muscle of  
the business,” Stacy remarked. He 
keeps everything humming at the shop 
and at home. “Jonathan’s the domestic 
engineer,” Stacy admitted, since she 
continues to work as a business analyst, 
and they have three children at home 
ages 6, 12 and 14.

Painting relaxes her. “My happiest 
times are at the shop spent with the 
people I meet and come to know,” 
Stacy said. “We get to be a part of  
our customers’ homes, and that is an 
awesome thing.”
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“I started painting my 
own furniture, and then 
people started bringing 
their furniture to me to 
paint. That hobby has 

grown into a successful 
small business.”
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Around Town Cedar HillNOW

Around TownNOW

Around TownNOW

Cesilli Mazoch drew the winning ticket 
at the Vietnam Veterans of  America’s 
Derrick Days booth.

The ladies at Cotton Kisses are all smiles 
at the ribbon cutting of  the new location 
on Beaton.

Corsicana Art League’s Margie Taylor begins her day 
of  plein air painting by the lake.

The Blue Skies Parachute Team pose before their 
Corsicana AirSho performance.

The cast of  James L. Collins Catholic School’s 
Legally Blond Jr. the Musical, take a photo 
pause before opening night.

It’s a Cinco de Mayo open house for the JB 
Realty Group.

The support team for Dentistry From the Heart Day pause for a second for the camera.

Dr. James of  Corsicana Pediatrics Dentistry is 
celebrating his birthday in true super hero fashion with 
Michael Steward at a recent party held at the practice.

Voice, Inc.’s Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, featuring these 
beautiful models in summer frocks, is 
a winner.

The staff  at Just Wright Dental are, of  course, all 
smiles as they host the chamber’s Business After Hours.
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Attention, newlyweds: You’ve enjoyed your honeymoon, 
uploaded wedding pictures to Facebook and sent thank-you 
notes for wedding gifts — but now what? After the wedding, 
work through the following to-dos to make sure that everything 
from your driver s license to your financial accounts reflects your 
newly married status.

1. Update all forms of  identification within 90 days. If  
you’re changing your name, start by heading to your local 
ocial ecurity dministration office with your marriage 

license to get a new card. Once you have that, get a new 
driver’s license and update your name with your:

 • Employer
 • School
  ost office
 • Banks and credit card companies
 • Utility companies and other billers
  assport office
  Voter registration office 

2. Review insurance needs and coverage. Call your 
insurance agent to consider adding your husband or wife to 

your homeowner’s, auto and other insurance policies. If  you 
both have health insurance plans provided by your employers, 
choose whether you’ll keep one or both and act accordingly.

3. Discuss your finances and set goals. Whether you 
choose to combine accounts or keep them separate, it’s 
important to sit down regularly and discuss progress toward 
your financial goals  such as buying a home, paying for 
college and saving for retirement. If  you’re combining 
accounts, make a quick trip to the bank to get new checks and 
debit cards. 

4. Start planning your estate. If  you don’t already have one, 
create a living will with your spouse to reflect your combined 
assets. onsider adding each other as your beneficiary for life 
insurance and retirement accounts, create power of  attorney or 
medical directives and update home ownership documents.

Lynda Housley is a State Farm agent based in Corsicana.
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TravelNOW
TravelNOWLegends and Landmarks

Anadarko focuses on the arts and crafts 
of  the Southern Plains Indians, including 
the Caddo and Delaware nations. Popular 
summer events include the Kiowa Gourd 
Clan Celebration in Carnegie, the Comanche 
Nation Homecoming Powwow in Walters and 
the Wichita Tribal Dance in Anadarko.

Throughout Great Plains Country, the 
history of  conflict between the tribes and the 
United States government is also preserved. 
n heyenne, is the Washita attlefield 

National Historic Site, where visitors can 
take a self-guided tour of  the 1 1/2-half  mile 
trail, and the visitor center has exhibits and a 
film that tells the story of  t. ol. eorge . 
Custer’s 1868 surprise attack on Peace Chief  
Black Kettle’s Southern Cheyenne village. 
Farther south sits Fort Sill, best known as  
the home of  Apache leader Geronimo  
during his latter years. Today, the Fort Sill 

ational istoric andmar  and useum 
offers exhibits on military and Native 
American history.

Two of  the most famous pathways in 
United States history ran through Great 
Plains Country: the Chisholm Trail and 
Route 66. Used to drive cattle from Texas 
to Kansas in the post-Civil War era, the 
Chisholm Trail is the stuff  of  American 
legend. The Chisholm Trail Heritage Center 
in Duncan celebrates its rich history. ong 
after the Chisholm Trail cattle drives, 
another thoroughfare captured America’s 
imagination. Built in the 1920s, Route 66 
took travelers through American small towns 
across the country. The Oklahoma Route 66 

useum in linton and ational oute 66  
ransportation useum in l  ity showcase 

the classic cars and vivid neon signs that 
helped make the route so memorable, while 
providing interactive exhibits to introduce the 
road to a new generation.

With its beautiful scenery and colorful 
history, there’s much to see and do in 
Southwestern Oklahoma. For more 
information or to plan a trip to Great Plains 
Country, visit travelok.com.

By Hayley Riggs McGhee. Photos courtesy of  
Oklahoma Tourism.

The beauty of  Oklahoma comes in many 
forms: vast stretches of  open plains, soaring 
mountain ranges and sunsets that set the sky 
ablaze with color. The state’s southwestern 
corner, known as Great Plains Country, puts 
that diversity on display. The alluring and 
rugged terrain makes it an incredible spot  
for outdoor adventure, while the unique 
history of  the area gives visitors another rich 
layer to explore.

Among Great Plains Country’s best-known 
features are the granite-capped Wichita 

ountains and the ,0 0 acre Wichita 
ountains Wildlife efuge. he gorgeous 

refuge offers myriad activities. Visitors will 
find hi ing trails and climbing routes for all 
skill levels, and the views are breathtaking for 
those who reach the summits on foot or take 
a drive to the top of  ount cott, one of  the 
state’s tallest mountains. 

Nestled at the entry of  the refuge is the 
100 year old resort town of  edicine ar . 
t is filled with historic buildings housing 

eclectic shops, art galleries and fantastic  
bed-and-breakfasts. Visitors can amble 
along the scenic trails, fish for trout in the 
well-stocked creek and enjoy classic comfort 
food at one of  several delicious restaurants 
— all while soaking in the history of  an area 
that was once a playground for celebrities, 
politicians and outlaws. 

uart  ountain ature ar  in one 
Wolf  is a hot spot for bird-watching, rock 
climbing, hi ing and fishing. For those 
wanting overnight accommodations, the 
rustic cabins and lodge-style rooms at the 
remote uart  ountain esort, rts  
Conference Center offer stunning views  
of  the Wichita ountains and a e  

ltus ugert.
n arnegie, the Kiowa ribal useum 

features 10 vibrant murals chronicling the 
history of  the Kiowa Tribe, and singing 
sessions and beadwork classes help introduce 
visitors to tribal traditions. The Comanche 

ational useum and ultural enter in 
awton offers an e tensive collection of  

artifacts, including painted buffalo skulls, 
intricate beadwork and elaborate war bonnets. 

he outhern lains ndian useum in 

Pieces of  the past wait to be explored in Southwestern Oklahoma.
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Those pesky bugs! They just love us, whether or not we love them in 
return. They bite us, sting us, stick us and scare us out of  our wits. To many 
people, they are a nuisance, but others see the great benefits of  having 
insects on this planet and consider the downside as a mere inconvenience. 

owever, some bugs are crawling, flying death traps for humans. When that 
situation exists, great care needs to be taken. 

The usual culprits that can set off  an allergic reaction in humans are 
bees, wasps, fire ants, yellow ac ets and hornets. ccording to the merican 

ollege of  llergy, sthma  mmunology, he red or blac  imported fire 
ant now infests more than 260 million acres in the southern United States, 
where it has become a significant health ha ard and may be the number one 
agent of  insect stings.”

There is a normal reaction to insect venom that can be somewhat 
traumatic, but will not necessarily be an allergic reaction. Most people 
will have a normal reaction to an insect sting with symptoms of  pain, 
redness and swelling. n allergic reaction is when your body overreacts 
to an allergen any substance that causes an allergic reaction or specific 
hypersensitivity). The allergic reaction causes the same symptoms of  pain, 
swelling and redness, only the coverage is beyond the site of  the sting. You 
may e perience itchiness or hives and or a feeling of  warmth in the area. f  
it progresses to the point that you begin whee ing, having trouble breathing, 
difficulty swallowing, swelling of  the facial area, di iness, wea  and rapid 

pulse and clammy skin, you may have anaphylaxis. This is a serious, life-
threatening allergic reaction and requires immediate medical attention.

For someone in anaphylactic shoc , there is no time to waste. all 11. f  
the person carries epinephrine, sometimes referred to as an EpiPen, it needs 
to be administered right away. Even if  symptoms improve, medical attention 
should still be received. Those symptoms could come back. Have the person 
lie down, elevate their legs and loosen any tight clothing. Cover them with a 
blan et or whatever material is handy. f  any nausea or vomiting is present, 
turn them on their side. Do not have them eat or drin  anything. f  they 
stop breathing, administer CPR until emergency help arrives.

n order to avoid insect stings, do not ma e yourself  a target. void 
activities at dawn and dus . When outside, wear insect repellant. Don t wear 
bright colors. void perfumes, scented hairsprays, deodorants and lotions. f  
you are stung and have a generali ed reaction, see an allergist for follow up 
and treatment.

Source: 
http://acaai.org/allergies/types/insect-sting-allergies

This article is for general information only and does not constitute medical advice. Consult 
with your physician if  you have questions regarding this topic. 
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— By Betty Tryon, BSN
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July 5, 12, 19, 26
Super Summer Storytime: 10:00 a.m., Corsicana 
Public Library. This program is for all ages. Call 
(903) 654-4810.

It’s Wacky Wednesdays: 2:00-3:00 p.m., Kerens 
Public Library. Call (903) 396-2665 or visit 
www.kerenslibrary.com.

July 6, 13, 20, 27
Live Performances at the Library: 10:00 a.m., 
Corsicana Public Library. Call (903) 654-4810.

July 8
Angels of Corsicana Troop Support packing: 
9:00 a.m., 1020 N. Business I45. Donations 
may be dropped off at this site Monday-Friday 
from 8:00-11:00 a.m. To leave the name of a 
deployed military person or donate, call Jean 
O’Connor at (903) 851-2560 or visit the group’s 
Facebook page.

July 10
Eclectic Readers Book Club: 6:30 p.m., 
Corsicana Public Library. This month’s 
selection is The Language of Flowers by 
Vanessa Diffenbaugh. Call (903) 654-4810.

July 11, 18, 25
Tinker Time: 1:00 p.m., Corsicana Public Library. 
Call (903) 654-4810.

July 14
Chamber 101: Noon-1:00 p.m., Corsicana & 
Navarro County Chamber of Commerce. Learn 
about the new and revised benefits chamber 
members can benefit by using. For more 
information, call (903) 874-4731.

July 15
Knights of Columbus Hike for Life & Run for 
Love: Registration the day of the 5K hike/fun 
run begins at 8:00 a.m.; the hike/run begins 
at 9:00 a.m., Community Park. $25 donation 
includes a T-shirt and lunch/refreshments at the 
conclusion. Proceeds benefit the Hope Center. 
For more information or to register online, visit 
www.hikeforlifetexas.com.  

July 18
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 1009 
meeting: 7:00 p.m., LaPradera Restaurant. 
Email Roy Messick at roy.messick@gmail.com

July 20
Java with Joanna: 7:30-8:30 a.m., Corsicana & 
Navarro County Chamber of Commerce: Call 
(903) 874-4731.

July 13-22
All Shook Up: Warehouse Living Arts Theatre. To 

Through July 27 
CISD Summer Food Service Program: Breakfast, 
7:30-8:30 a.m.; Lunch, Noon-1:00 p.m.; 
Monday-Thursday (except July 4), Freedom 
School (VOICE) Bowie Elementary School. 
(This is a restricted site.). Call (903) 641-4140.
 
Through July 31
Jester Park and Bunert Park Pools: Pool hours 
for Jester Park are Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
1:00-6:00 p.m.; Sundays, 1:00-5:00 p.m., 
Pool hours for Bunert Park are Wednesdays-
Saturdays, 1:00-6:00 p.m. Call pool managers 
to reserve a morning or evening pool party time. 
Call (903) 654-4874.

Bunert and Community Spray Parks: Open daily. 
Call (903) 654-4874.

Corsicana Parks & Recreation Department’s 
Summer Programs: Times, events, and locations 
vary, but for family fun and children’s activities 
please visit www.cityofcorsicana.com or call 
(903) 654-4874. 

Pearce Museum: Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m.; Saturday, Noon-4:00 p.m. The Pearce 
Museum. Visit www.pearcemuseum.com.

July 1
Kernow Storm Futbol Club Signing Day Event: 
8:00 a.m.-noon, 2636 Patrick Dr., Waxahachie. 
The event will also include games, activities, 
food and information about joining the team. 
This event kick-offs signups that will continue 
through August 12. Games begin following 
Labor Day. For more information, contact Antony 
Penna, director of operations and technical 
director, at (254) 220-3284 oe via email at 
antonypenna@stormfc.co.uk.

July 1 — August 17
Summer 2016 Planetarium Programs: Tuesdays, 
Night Lights; Wednesdays, The Cowboy 
Astronomer; Thursdays, More Than Meets 
the Eye; Cook Education 2:00 p.m. Admission 
is $2 per person for each presentation. For more 
information, call (903) 875-7448. 

July 3
Piecemakers’ Quilt Guild of Corsicana: 9:30 a.m., 
Church of Christ Fellowship Hall, 3400 Hwy. 22. 
Visit www.corsicanaquiltguild.com.

July 3, 10, 17, 24
Free Family Movies and Popcorn: 1:00 p.m., 
Corsicana Public Library. Call (903) 654-4810.

July 4
Rotary Club Freedom Festival: 6:30 p.m., I.O.O.F 
Park. Admission is free. Call (903) 654-4874.

make reservations, visit 
www.warehouselivingartscenter.com.

July 22
Super Summer Saturday (Star Wars): 1:00-3:00 
p.m., Corsicana Public Library. For more details, 
call (903) 654-4810.

July 24
Corsicana Writers’ Guild meeting: 6:30 p.m. 
Corsicana Public Library. Meet with other area 
writers to share projects, ideas and critiques. Call 
(903) 654-4810.

July 24 — 27
18th Annual Theatre Camp: Times vary per 
age grouping, Warehouse Living Arts Center. 
For more information or to enroll, call 
(903) 872-5421.

July 25
Corsicana Newcomers’ Club: 11:00 a.m., 
Uniquely Yours Tea Room. This is a Tea Time 
Social. Lunch is $15 and will include musical 
entertainment. To confirm reservations, contact 
Annie Avery at (714) 345-6707 by July 18.

July 27
PALs Club (People for Active Living): 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Cook Center. Call 
(903) 874-1211.

Family Caregiver Support Group of Navarro 
County meeting: 2:00 p.m., Corsicana YMCA 
Conference Room. Contact Mark Thommarson 
at (903) 641-9592. 

July 29
Summer Reading Program Achievement Party: 
10:00 a.m., Jester Park Pool. Summer Reading 
Logs must be turned in by July 28 for prizes. 
Corsicana Public Library desk. For more 
information, call (903) 654-4813.

August 5
Honor Flight DFW Mission program: 10:00 a.m.-
noon, VFW Corsicana. Veterans of WWII, the 
Korean War and Vietnam War will be honored. 
Contact Cory Landrith at (469) 275-8839, Alicia 
Rogers at (903) 519-1044 or Jennifer Tatum at 
(903) 493-0557.

Submissions are welcome and published as 
space allows. Send your current event details to 
virginia.riddle@nowmagazines.com. 
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CookingNOW
CookingNOW

Apricot Fried Pies

Filling:
1 8-oz. pkg. dried apricots

1 1/2 cups sugar

Crust:
6 Tbsp. butter

6 Tbsp. Crisco

1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. baking powder

2 1/2 cups flour

6 Tbsp. plus 4 tsp. ice water

Milk

Vegetable oil

1. For filling: Cover the apricots with water; 
cook until very tender.
2. Drain water; add the sugar while apricots 
are very hot. 
3. Mix with mixer or blender until all sugar 
is dissolved and the mixture is like preserves; 
refrigerate until cold.

In the Kitchen With Sharon Richards

4. For crust: Mix the butter and Crisco 
together; add dry ingredients, cutting them in 
with a pastry cutter until dough resembles rice.
5. Add ice water. Blend into two balls; 
refrigerate at least 30 minutes.
6. Divide dough into 14-15 small balls; 
roll the balls flat. Add about 2 Tbsp. of 
the apricot mixture to the center of each 
flattened ball. 
7. Wet the crust edges, so they will stick 
together. Fold over edges; crimp together 
by hand or use a fork to seal edges tightly; 
brush with milk.
8. Fry pies in about an inch of oil until brown 
on one side; turn; drain on paper towel. 

Old South BBQ Chicken 

Salt and pepper, to taste

1 fryer chicken, cut up or use only thighs 

   or breasts

1/2 cup flour

1/3 cup oil

Sharon Richards learned to cook from her mother. “She was a great cook,” Sharon 
remembered. These days, Sharon cooks for her husband, Billy, family and friends, 
as well as the Food for Fitness and First Saturday Breakfast groups at First United 
Methodist Corsicana, where she attends church. “I love pies, cakes and cookies, so I 
bake,” she said.

This couple owns a red and white Vintage Cruiser travel trailer accessorized with 
Sharon’s Coca-Cola collection. They love to camp, and Sharon belongs to two women’s 
camping groups. “Cooking and eating is a big part of  our groups,” she explained. “I 
always take along sweets and treats for everyone. I taught school for 39 years, so now 
that I can, and while I still can, anytime anyone says, ‘Go,’ I’m ready!”

1 onion, chopped

1/2 cup celery, chopped

1 cup water

1/4 cup lemon juice

3 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce

2 Tbsp. brown sugar

2 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar

1 small jalapeño pepper

Rice, to taste

1. Salt and pepper chicken pieces; dredge   
in flour.
2. In a Dutch oven, brown chicken in oil. 
Remove chicken; drain oil.
3. Add the chicken back to the Dutch 
oven. In a bowl, mix the remainder of the 
ingredients, except rice. Pour mixture over   
the chicken.
4. Cover the Dutch oven; cook in the oven 
at 350 F for 1 hour; serve over rice.

Fresh Strawberry Pie

1 cup sugar

1 cup water or 7UP

3 Tbsp. cornstarch

3 Tbsp. strawberry Jell-O

4 drops red food coloring

1 qt. strawberries, cut

Baked pie shell or graham cracker crust

Cool Whip, to taste

1. Bring first four ingredients to a boil; stir 
constantly until mixture is thick and clear; 
add food coloring; cool.
2. Put strawberries in a baked pie shell or 
graham cracker crust; pour sugar mixture 
over strawberries.
3. Refrigerate at least 3 hours; add Cool 
Whip before serving.

Easy Chicken Salad

2 chicken breasts, cooked and cut into 

   small pieces

1/4 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup Kraft Coleslaw Dressing

1 stalk celery, chopped

1/4 onion, chopped

1/2 cup dried cranberries

1. Mix all ingredients together; refrigerate for 
at least 2 hours.

To view recipes from current  

and previous issues, visit  

www.nowmagazines.com.

— By Virginia Riddle
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