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INSTALI.A'I‘ION

* Professional Installation
* Headlight Restoration

* Two windshields for
the price of one”

* ADAS Calibration

* LIFETIME Warranty
Against Leaks and Defects

* Works with ALL
Insurance Companies

* Same Day Service &
Mobile Services Available

1-Year Warranty, FREE"
windshield breakage
replacement &
rock chip repair!

10% OFF

' Mention or Bring Ad to Redeem

469.768.8200

WWW.GLASSDOCTOR.COM/WAXAHACHIE-AUTD

RED OAK RESIDENTS MILITARY PERSONNEL

Receive and/or VETERANS, get

$50 OFF

10% OFF

with promo code:
4RCOUNTRYMEN

DUMPST —S

WASTE SER/VICES
IN BUSINESS SINCE 2020!

ISAAC: 972-730-7091
WWW.NTXDUMPSTARS.COM
MARISOL: 469-543-5784

® Dumpsters for clean-ups, preservation, Hﬂ-"’“
: evictions, demos and recycling. I
ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE.
Dumpsters sizes: 15, 30 & 40 yards

SERVICING ELLIS, DALLAS, TARRANT, NAVARRO & KAUFMAN COUNTIES

MIDLOTHIAN PLUMBING

- Hoeer Miclothiian Flumiber -

Sewer, Water & Gas Repairs * Sewer Video Inspections
Faucet & Toilet Repair/Replacements * Remodels
WATER HEATERS * DRAIN CLEANINGS + LP CERTIFIED

Serving Midlothian and Surrounding Areas.

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

SAVE $25 ACTIVE AND
VETERAN MILITARY
ON ANY REPAIR DISCOUNT

(Valid on service calls
of $250 or more.
EXPIRES 6/30/25)

Show us your military id and
save 10% on any repair!
(Good up to $50)

il 'I.OTHrAN Ptummnu :
5-5757

972. ?
midloplumbing.com

\\\\\\

972-775-5751

WWW MIDLOPLUMBING COM




Carpet Outlets of Texas Inc.

| 274 0villa Road » Red Oak » 75154
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-3

FRARED

WORX. | WORKoUT

24 HOUR INFRARED FITNESS STUDIO

-4 HOTWOY /= > | '
HOT STRETCH HOTWORX
HOT YOGA ‘ e 7 INFRARED
HOT PILATES 2 TECHNOLDGY

wicee ) g BOOSTS MENTAL

HEALTH
and more

300 N. Sharaf Rd., Suite 104, Red Oak, TX 75154

469-663-5065

www.hotworx.net/studio/redoak-ovillaand35 €) ©®

Vacation
Bible School

Ovilla United
Methodist Church

June 22-26
5:30pm - 8:30pm

CAMPUZAN 0

mexican food

Visit our Waxahachie
and Cedar Hill locations
« Dallas (Oak Lawn) -

CampuzanoMexicanFood.com
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Father time ...

The American Psychological Association reports
that a “fathers’ affection and increased family
involvement help promote children’s social and
emotional development.” There are many resources
to assist men navigating this most important role.
While children prepare to celebrate dad this Father's
Day, June 15, here are a few key ways the APA
suggests dads can be their best.

Manage stress in healthy ways. Kids emulate how
Al i dad (and mom) deal with day-to-day pressures.
North Ellis Co.NOW Editor While the call of the TV at the end of a long work
angel.morris@nowmagazines.com day is enticing, making time for a family walk, bike
(972)533-7216 ride or quick game of catch is not only better for
families physically, it sets an example for children
and boosts everyone’s mood emotionally.

Recognize dietary habits. Parents’ attitudes around food play a huge role
in children’s diets. Not just eating healthy, but making time to communicate
during family meals at least a few times a week is well researched for its
positive impact on kids.

Prioritize mental health. If that means seeking professional help, do it for
yourself and your kids. Being a role model is hard, but worth it when kids
grow up to say, “Thanks, Dad.”

Happy Father’s Day!

L()RENZ() BRO\'\"N & AS-S()CIATE.S

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DIVORCE  PROBATE

972.224.7555 OFFICE
214.621.0036 CELL
214.237.6067 FAX

1700 N. Hampton Rd.

Suite 104

lorenzobrownlaw@gmail.com DeSoto, TX 75115
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ESC Food Bank @44 p.m.
SDSch ”T_iy,l d'ivi Jﬁrj B

>

8:30-11:30 a.m.
Red Oak High School

FREE Backpacks/Supplies
for ROISD students!
Food, fun, activities for all!

www.redoakisd.org

ROHS Class of 2025 Top 25 Students and Star Teachers




DESCTO | DUNCANVILLE | CEDAR HILL | LANCASTER

BEST SOUTHWEST
m— . FREEDOM DAY

 TEENTH

GATES OPEN 5PM | EVENT 6PM-10PM

GRIMES PARK | DESOTO, TX
FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

Live Music | Family Fun | Food

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT
ZAPP

CHADNEY CHRISTLE

NTENSE THE BAND

1300 HONOR DRIVE | 214-238-0485

DESOTO, TX 75115

FOR MORE INFO VISIT -
DESOTOTEXAS. GOV/MOSELEYPOOL

L

4 ) SUMMERTIME ON BELTLINE CAMP
[]ES[]T[] ® DESOTO EAST MIDDLE SCHOOL

\k \‘@

U M M E R CA THIS CAMP INCLUDES: GAME TRUCK, BASKETBALL SKILL TRAINING,

FITNESS & WELLNESS, FINANCIAL LITERACY, MENTORING SESSIONS,
JEWELRY MAKING & ART, S.T.E.M. PROGRAM, TENNIS LESSONS, AND
MORE!

Pre-Register Online TODAY!

WWW.DESOTOTEXAS.GOV/SUMMERCAMPS




N | E6YREER

INNOVATION

= > BUILT ON TRADITION

FOR SUMMER & FALL CLASSES ! v V@
| /} —~ y hee!

Ask About Our
ental Savings Pla

"+ Crowns &Bridges +Veneers
» Dental Implants - Fillings
» Root Canals « Night Guards
= Extractions = Nitrous Oxide

1.800.NAVARRO
NAVARROCOLLEGE.EDU

Navarro College does not discriminate on the basis of race, calor, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.

OPTION/J
PLUMBING

We work with YOUR schedule Family owned & operated
Fair & upfront pricing Over 400 five star reviews

NEED A HAND?
Options Plumbing
has you covered!

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

We value communication

Serving Red Oak, Waxahachie, Midlothian and Now Granbury!

469'820-9288 TSBPE PO BOX 4200

. . Austin, TX 78765 ® RMP36775 ; = st -
www.optionsplumbing.com o 1618 W Hwy 287 Business

Waxahachie « 972-937-6654
Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!

CSUPON

Any Service

morgandentistry.co
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— By Angel Morris

Dona Gassaway Mitchell recalls being
introduced to the arts at age 4. “As a very
active child, I participated in church, school
and community plays. My mom’s hobby
was sewing, and she made the costumes
I wore. | remember going to department
stores with her to purchase sewing patterns,
then watching as she deftly stitched them
together to create beautiful masterpieces
that | proudly showcased on stage.

“At the age of 10, | wrote my first unpublished book,
titled May I Adopt Your Twins? which was a fictional story
spanning five notebook pages, both front and back,” Dona,
who is an identical twin herself, continued. “During that
same year, | also wrote my first play called Bad Girls. Each
experience was filled with the magic of storytelling and
character creation.”

Growing as a writer, Dona continued to enjoy bringing
characters to life. Her first of three published works, Sculpture
of a Miracle: God’s Glory, shares the true story of 3-year-old
Shamar and her family’s fight against a devastating diagnosis
of Kawasaki disease. To raise awareness about Kawasaki
disease — a rare illness causing inflammation of the blood
vessels that typically impacts children under age 5 — Dona
intertwined medical facts and emphasized the importance of
early diagnosis with the family’s heartfelt narrative.

“The story begins with a fever and sore throat, immersing
readers in a mother’s relentless determination to uncover
the truth behind her daughter's deteriorating condition. As
Shamar’s health declined and the medical team struggled
to find answers, the family’s journey became a powerful
testament to the strength of prayer and the unwavering support
of a community united by love and faith,” Dona described.

Dona’s other published works include Celebrating
Juneteenth with the Melon Tots: A Children’s Book and In
My Power: A Female Journal. Sculpture of a Miracle remains
her favorite, however. “It allowed me to share my growth in
faith and the power of prayer.

“God inspired me to write this book. It took me two



weeks to write the manuscript, but the
publishing process lasted two years,”
she calculated. “This included three

rounds of editing, creating a book trailer,

designing illustrations and making
the front and back covers, as well as
conducting research and writing my
author bio and book summary.”

Dona also has a passion for writing
stage plays, creating more than 50
productions over the past three
decades. She has collaborated with
professional actors and celebrities and
is now determined to elevate her career
in the film industry. “I plan to transition
from short films to feature films and
full-length movies,” Dona noted. “I'm
also a performing artist, specializing in
writing and performing monologues
and poems.”

One of Dona’s biggest inspirations is
poet Maya Angelou and her work, “Still
I Rise,” which emphasizes perseverance
in the face of adversity. The message
spurs Dona to push herself to fulfill her
own dreams. “Of course, | intend to
continue writing books and expanding
our family library. And, additionally, 'm
learning music, so playing the guitar

Sculpture

¥ Miracle
I e

and singing is next on my to-do list!”

As if this weren’t enough, Dona is
also an award-winning visual artist.
“I've won second and third place in
the Creative Arts Professional Division
at the State Fair of Texas and received
Honorable Mention in the inaugural
Juanita Craft Humanitarian Awards at
the same fair,” she shared.

A 1984 graduate of David W. Carter

Sculpture #

High School, Dona and her husband
of 34 years, James, moved to Glenn
Heights many years ago. “I's a small,
quiet town — a wonderful place for
my three grandchildren to grow and
engage, featuring state-of-the-art
community facilities and entertainment
options,” Dona praised. “l enjoy
working with and supporting the mayor
of Glenn Heights, Sonja Brown.”

As a mom of three grown children
(James Jr, Johnique and Joslyn), Dona
wants others to know it is possible
to balance family life and career. As
an artist, she hopes to encourage
others to tap into their own creativity.
“The best part of being an author is
knowing that people around the globe
are reading my words and connecting
with my story. | wrote my first book at
my kitchen table, often accompanied
by soft instrumental music, with
sunlight streaming through the blinds
during spare moments in the day and
sometimes under the moonlight at
night,” she recalled. “My message to
aspiring writers is this: Trust in your
ability to write. It’s your unique voice to
share with the world.”

SCIENGER

= N’ e N

HIINT

et S e |

"I look forward to the scavenger
hunt every month and love to
play. | found my dentist from

the magazine.” - Cheryl Cortez

PRIDE

MOBILITY
SCOoOOTEGRS

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

h/ IFTI

'$100 OFF |

!
1
i
1 Any Purchase of ¥1,000 or More I
i
N

We now accept CareCredit.
£ CareCredit

Making care possible...today.

Cannot be used with any other offer. 3
Offer expires 6/30/25. 'l

972-757-7636

100 Ploza

903 224 6273

N 1 Bus. e,
WWW. csemoblllty com

We Sell Scrubs
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Not your
cookie-cutter
homes

CustomHomes
with you in mind.
First-time home buyers, Moving-up,
or Downsizing we will help you :
through the entire process from
design, and build to financing.

214-949-4012

Scanto view Fiis
our website
SOUTHERN STAR )
BUILDERS INC. www.southernstarbuilder.com

GREG WILSON JONATHAN BEGGS MATT REILLY EDDIE SANCHEZ

Thankful for the support and trust from
our community.

FACEBOOK.COM/

CHECK OUT WHAT
! JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL

f

Hes

Memorial
Chapel

JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

(972) 298-2334

811 5. COCKRELL HILL ROAD
DUNCANVILLE, TX 75137

&
<
Q

North Ellis Co. NOW
Scavenger Hunt

Find 5 hidden
Pineapples

in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).
Email the page numbers and
specific ads where they are
found, plus your phone
number, by June 15th.

To ensure your Scavenger
Hunt answers go in the
drawing, you must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email

scavenger.ne c@nowmagazines.com

One entry per person.

WIN/

$50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:
NOW Magazines
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com

Winner must pick up prize
within 30 days of drawing.

Birds were found on Inside
Front Cover, 2, 5, 7 and
Inside Back Cover. =

g

May winner is:
Lillian Radke - $50 Cash
from NOW Magazines

scavenger.nec@nowma gazines.com
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RED OAK. TX BANK & TRUST OF TEXAS
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DIAMONDS & FINE JEWELRY
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Around Town

Fallon Fields uses cash donations from
her cookie booth to donate food and
supplies to Red Oak Animal Control.

= 3H

Zoomed In:
LOI’eﬂ Sm”-h By Angel Morris

Red Oak Friends of the Library recently hosted local author Loren Smith, who
discussed her book series. “ always wanted to publish a book but never had
something inspire me as much as having my daughter, Aria. When we brought
her home, one of my cats, Hazel, would spend every moment she could watching
over her. Nanny Cat is told from the cat’s perspective when her humans bring
home their new baby,” Loren described.

As a teacher, Loren sees the importance of a story people can relate to. The
fourth installment of Nanny Cat (Nanny Cat and Friends), comes out this fall. “If
anyone has ever experienced a new baby coming home from the hospital, they
can relate to Nanny Cat” Loren noted. “It is great for first-time parents and new
big brothers and sisters.”

Red Oak ISD Education Foundation
recognizes Joann Brewer with Prosperity
Bank as a Top Partner.

g, GLEAN-UP
©J event

PAPER

: S Marilyn Nash wins the Ovilla Garden
City employees and City Council members participate in the annual Glenn Club Patio Basket raffled at the Ellis
Heights Cleanup Day. County Master Gardeners Expo.

www.nowmagazines.com 10 North Ellis Co.NOW June 2025



The Searcy family of Red Oak shops
at Knick Knacks vendor mall in
Duncanville.

‘Team Backrow Baptists, all graduates
of Ouvilla Christian School, play in the
Midlothian Mens Basketball rec league.

Katrina Keener (Mentors Care) and
Scott Wert (Linebarger Attorneys at
Law) entertain golfers at the Red Oak
Chamber Classic, which raises funds for
the Chamber’s scholarship fund.

A

SHEPHERD

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS

(972) 244-3705
\ HIRESHEPHERD.COM
; ROOFING RENOVATIONS
» ASPHALT » SIDING
« TILE « GUTTERS
+ STANDING SEAM » PAINT
« SLATE + FLOORING
« SYNTHETIC « DRYWALL
« FLAT
S CGREEEE \
|
$199 ROOF TUNE UP TO $1000 OFF |

upP ROOF REPLACEMENT |

mwmw ROOF FITE $10/5G

© ICE & WATER GHIELD O AL VALLEYS I
+ IMSPEET GUTTERS = 10-YEAR WORKMANSHIP WARRARTY
+ ELEAN ANY DEBSIS 08 BOOK - CATCH-ALL LANDSCARE PROTECTION

PRESENT COURGH T REP TO REDETH PRESENT CCAIPON TO BED 10 REDEEM I

59 THE HEAD SHOP
BARBERSHOP

A Stress Relieving Experience, Natural, Healthy & Professional

214-949-7047

BOOK ONLINE!! www.vagaro.com/theheadshop

Sat- Sun
By Appointment

20% off Discount
Military, Police,
Firefighters, Doctors,
Nurses & Teachers

$10 off for
New Clients

Mon - Fri
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

;| F"\ﬁ_"’é A2
"\_,
% e J(. \?;)
WtGSIORKIDS

840 Dividend Road, Midlothian, Texas

CREEK LT D0E - "

fwaxﬁcz‘e Kecipes

NEW!

wWwWw.nowmagaznes.com
Searchable Recipes from the NOW Magazines Archives.

TRY IT TODAY!

NOW
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CookingNOW

LN THE KTTCHEN WITH

SREE PILLAT

— By Angel Morris

Sree Pillai discovered the benefits of baking when she picked it up as a
hobby in 2019. “l found it was a stress reliever during my busy postgraduate

schedule,” she shared.

Cooking memories are nostalgic for Sree. “My mom has an exquisite taste
for cooking Indian dishes. She cooks incredibly fast, and I love helping her

when | can,” she noted. “Watching her prepare ingredients is a true pleasure.”
A two-year resident of Ovilla, Sree enjoys spending time with her

husband, Bijesh Bal, as well as pencil drawing, interior designing and food

photography. Her favorite dish to make and eat is malabar biryani. “It's

a richly spiced, layered rice dish from South India,” she explained. “It's a

culinary masterpiece.” Now

Choco-Lava Cake

3/4 cup semi-sweet or dark
chocolate chips

1 stick salted butter

4 eggs, room temperature

3/4 cup granulated sugar

1 tsp. vanilla extract

1/2 cup all-purpose flour, sifted

Cocoa powder, for dusting

1. Add the chocolate chips and butter to a
heat-proof bowl. Melt in a double

boiler method. Keep the bowl on top of a
vessel with boiling water, with

the bottom of the bowl not touching the
water. Set aside to cool down.

2. Preheat the oven to 450 E Crack the

eggs in a separate bowl; beat on medium
speed for | minute. Add the sugar, beating
until the mixture is pale in color. Add the
vanilla; mix until combined.

3. Pour the melted chocolate mixture into
the egg mixture; mix well on low speed.
Add the flour, folding gently with a spatula
until no flour is visible in the batter.

4. Prep four ramekins or a cupcake pan by
brushing with butter or oil. Dust the bottom
of the pan with cocoa powder. Pour the

batter into the pan/ramekins, filling 3/4 full.

If using a cupcake pan, bake exactly 8
minutes (if overdone, the lava will harden).
5. Turmn off the oven once the top of the
cake is not wet looking. If using ramekins,
bake 10-11 minutes. Check again for the

doneness by monitoring the top of the cake.

6. Rest in the pan for 10 minutes; transfer
to a plate. If using ramekins, you may eat it
from the ramekin. Dust with cocoa powder;
serve hot.

Spicy Shrimp Fried Rice

Marinade:

2 cups shrimp

1/2 Tbsp. chili powder

1/2 tsp. pepper powder

1/2 tsp. salt

1 Tbsp. lemon juice

1/2 Tbsp. ginger garlic paste

Rice:

1 cup basmati raw rice, cleaned,
cooked, refrigerated until use

2 Tbsp. oil

1 Tbsp. ginger, chopped

1 Tbsp. garlic, chopped

2 green chilis, chopped

1 cup onion, chopped

1/2 cup carrots, chopped

1/2 cup bell pepper, chopped

2 Tbsp. green peas

3/4 tsp. salt (divided use)

1 Tbsp. chilli sauce

1 1/2 tsp. soy sauce

1 tsp. tomato ketchup

2 eggs

1/4 tsp. pepper powder

1. For marination: Add the shrimp to a
bowl along with all marinade ingredients;
set aside for 30 minutes.

2. Add oil to a wok or skillet; heat well.
Keep the heat in medium-high flame
throughout the cooking. Sauté the ginger
and garlic till slightly brown.

3. Add the shrimp. Fry each side for 2
minutes. Add the chilis; mix. Add the
onions; sauté until slightly softened. Add
the carrots, bell peppers and green peas;
mix well. Sauté till the carrots are slightly
softened. Add 1/2 tsp. salt to mixed
vegetables.

4. Mix sauces into the vegetables; sauté

| minute.

5. Add 1/4 tsp. salt and the pepper to the
eggs; scramble them. Add the rice and eggs
to the pan, mixing well with the sauces.
Serve hot; enjoy with any hot sauce.

et v/
'a%!EJ::::
WHO DOES?

77 " We'dloveto
shoWCase your recipes!

Emailusat
angel. morris@nowmagazines.com
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TIMELESS
FATHER'S DAY

JEWELRY GIFTS

\ / : Sales
] “# Position

' ‘ Available

- e

Excellent Commissions
& Bonuses

Group Health, Dental, Vision
and Life Insurance

NOW

M A G A Z | NE §

BURLESON - CORSICANA + NORTH ELLIS CO.
MANSFIELD - MIDLOTHIAN + WEATHERFORD
SOUTHWEST + WAXAHACHIE - ENNIS

Send résumé to Rick Hensley at
rhensley@nowmagazines.com

(972) 937-4422
Se Habla 2251 Brown St. #102, Waxahachie, TX 75165 x4
Espafiol Open Monday - Friday 10:30am - 5:30pm e Saturday 9:30am - 2pm
®0 WILEYSJEWELRY.COM =
Come Edward]ones. >edwardjones.com | Member 5IPC
Join
Our
. Team!
I\ Advertising

Financial goals aren’t achieved overnight.

Your financial goals are unique, and we want to help turn your
ideal future into a reality. That’s why we’ll build personal
connections throughout our relationship.

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
tailored to your specific needs.

Robert D Collins
Financial Advisor

105 Ovilla Creek Ct, Ste 300
Qvilla, TX 75154
469-547-1666




TIME TO MTM
UPDATE Countertops

B e

|

[ |
' COME SEE OUR - Pk’,fi’
S

IN-STOCK

OPENTO THE PUBLIC:
MON-FRI: 8AM - 5PM
-, OPEN SATURDAYS 10-2

Y . Granite, marble & quartz fabricator for kitchen
daltile & bathroom countertops.
O N E Extensive color selection combines beauty,
QUARTZ SURFACES® function & elegance for any bathroom or kitchen!
American . . .
Made « FREE Estimates « Competitive Pricing

 Up to 15-year Warranty on Some Products

2460 Hwy. 287 N. - Mansfield

(Northbound service road - between Callendar Rd. & Turner-Warnell)

For more info call 817.477.8663
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