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Welcome, Summertime!

 What trails are you planning to take this summer? What mountains to climb, streams to fish or 
bats to swing? It’s summertime, and doesn’t it feel wonderful to be outside? I’m writing this while 
enjoying my patio during the early morning with a cup of coffee and my dogs lying nearby. My 
dog, Honey, leaped off the couch with a bound that almost sent her headlong into the kitchen 
cabinets when I suggested going outside for a picnic breakfast. I think our fur babies felt the 
isolation that the quarantine and the freeze brought to our doorsteps, sealing us tightly inside 
four walls.

 Birds of all sorts have built nests, and a woodpecker is pounding a lively rhythm on the utility 
pole. The hummingbirds are back. Sadly, the foliage in my gardens that those wee delights love 
so much hasn’t yet blossomed, but the feeders are full. Some plants are taking their time coming 
back. It’s like they are cautious about stepping out, just as we are as we find our new normal after 
being vaccinated.

 But, oh, how good it feels to see people in person again while taking advantage of our beautiful 
summer weather! Families are gathering, marveling at how the children have grown and at how 
adults haven’t aged at all. In-person meetings, events and traveling are all cautiously returning.

 For me, the mountains are starting to call, so my camper van is gassed up, shined up and ready 
to roll this summer with new trails to travel and friends to make, while celebrating spending time 
again with old friends and family. I love using Skype, Zoom, Facebook Live and Google Meets, but 
they just can’t substitute for hugs and adventures. Go carefully, with safeguards, but …   

Happy trails!
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Corsicana Fire Department Chief Paul Henley’s beaming smile and enthusiastic energy 
can ignite people. (Yes, the pun is intended!) He enjoys making presentations to groups on 
subjects about which he is passionate, such as public safety, and many folks still remember 
his performance during Navarro College’s Dancing for Our Stars! However, Chief Henley is all 
business when it comes to the community’s safety, no matter what the threat is — even when 
it’s a pandemic.

As part of the Navarro County Emergency Management team, Chief Henley shared, “Eric Myers and his team are so professional 
and dedicated. Our COVID-19 numbers in Navarro County stayed low for many months due to those efforts. However, our biggest 
challenge, which we’re still overcoming, is the loss of our friend, Dr. Kent Rogers.”

The department and Chief Henley drew the assignment to organize and operate the county’s COVID-19 vaccination hub efforts. 
Protocols and training were in place to handle the normal disasters that occur, but COVID threw out new challenges to emergency 
responders. “Normally, a disaster hits with a small part of the community affected. We mitigate and recover. However, the depth and 
reach of this pandemic is vast. It has affected everyone,” Chief Henley said. “This pandemic has made us re-write our script.”

The re-write has been a success. Chief Henley cites again the team effort made. “Volunteers contributed to the success of the 
vaccination efforts.” Volunteers included CISD administration, police and nurses; the Navarro College nursing and EMS programs; 
Navarro County CERT; Texas A&M Agriculture Extension Agency; Hometown Pharmacy; Navarro County VFDs and CPD; the 
county health department; NCOEM; the city of Corsicana; volunteer nurses; and the I.O.O.F. Event Center. “Logistical support 
was given by Energy Transfer, Affordable Affairs Catering, call center volunteers and many local churches and businesses,” Chief 
Henley added. “The vaccination effort was truly a communitywide success story. When we come together for a common cause, 
we’re unstoppable.” 

While the vaccinations were ongoing, Chief Henley was still overseeing the usual operation of the fire department. He became 
Corsicana’s chief three years ago and has 19 years in the fire service having served and risen to the rank of captain in the Garland 
FD and then to the rank of battalion chief in the Frisco FD. However, he got a later than usual start in fire service. “I was 34 years 
old when I found myself looking for a new career. I had a son on the way at that time and wanted to show him that one can have 
fulfillment in public service,” he explained.

— By Virginia Riddle
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“You must have a servant’s heart,” 
Chief Henley added. He acknowledged 
that the work is rewarding, not 
from a getting rich point, but by 
becoming rich from an emotional and 
spiritual perspective. “I try to create 
an environment of autonomy and 
decentralized decision-making that 
empowers our employees to succeed, 
and I try to build a family atmosphere 
within our fire department,” he 
explained. “We need people who want 
to make a difference in the lives of 
others and are committed to the mission 
of serving the needs of the public.” 

The CFD will take candidates 
who have a paramedic license only 
certification or candidates who are 
licensed as a structural firefighter 
by the Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection and hold a Department of 
State Health Services EMT license. 
Background checks are mandatory. 
Recruitment is constant since personnel 
are attracted to the Metroplex due to 
salary and location. “I would advise 
anyone interested in becoming a public 
servant to think about decisions and 
temptations they are faced with and 
try to make the right choices,” Chief 
Henley suggested. “We’re a civil service 
department that ensures equity in hiring, 
but bad decisions involving drugs, 
alcohol, poor work habits and unethical 
conduct eliminate many from the 
hiring process.”

 Appreciative Corsicana citizens 
nominated Chief Henley for a state 
award, which resulted in him being 
recognized as Fire Chief of the Year by 
the Texas Fire Chiefs Association, where 
he serves as second vice president 
on the executive board and works to 
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share information within the Texas Fire 
Service. He holds a master’s in fire and 
emergency management administration 
from Oklahoma State University, a B.S. 
from The University of Texas at Arlington 
and an AAS degree as fire officer from 
Collin College. Chief Henley is certified/
licensed as a paramedic, life safety 
educator, fire officer, incident safety 
officer, master firefighter, master instructor, 
advanced fire investigator, advanced fire 
inspector and plans examiner.

Firefighting is a dangerous and 
challenging profession. “I’m excited to 
tackle those challenges every day,” Chief 
Henley said. He also finds time to serve 
on the Boys & Girls Club of Navarro 
County’s executive board and the 
county’s United Way executive board. 

A native of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
Chief Henley married his high school 
sweetheart, Kathleen “Kathy,” and moved 
to the DFW Metroplex. “Most of my 
family are still in Shreveport, and my 
wife’s family is in the Metroplex. He 
works out frequently, and in his spare 
time, he likes to spend time with his 
4-year-old grandson and “tinker” on 
a 1966 Mustang. “My escape is my 
family,” he said. 

With the move to a new main fire 
station completed, the Chief’s vision 
now includes a Safety Village to be 
used by the city and county’s school 
kids. “I want a central location to train 
kids on public issues, such as bicycle 
and pedestrian safety, fire dangers, 
medical first response, severe weather 
awareness, etc.,” he stated. Using his 
experience gained over an award-
winning career, including this past year’s 
challenges with a pandemic and Winter 
Storm Uri added to the mix, the Chief 
knows how to accomplish his goal. 
“This will take a communitywide effort 
to make it come to fruition. I’m excited 
to share this vision.”
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In preparation for a life in the ministry, Burke earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Savannah College of Art and Design 
and a master’s degree in pastoral and family ministry studies 
from Lee University. He pastored in Nashville, Tennessee; 
Red Bay, Alabama; and Golden, Mississippi, during the 10 
years prior to coming to Daphne. Burke also served in prison 
ministries in both Savannah, Georgia, and Nashville, Tennessee.

Mentors who have brought him to this point in his life 
include family, leaders from all walks of life and pastors. “I 
have always put myself with men and women who are more 
experienced than me, looking to glean from them,” Burke said. 
He has a network of mentors he knows he can call on for help 
in any situation he’s facing. “You need people who will tell  
you the truth, even when it’s not what you want to hear, and 
men and women who can comfort you when you are down 
and pick you up when you fall.” School prepared him well, but 
Burke added, “I am continually reading and always looking for 
ways to educate myself and grow.”

Burke has put music on a back burner while growing in the 

Family get-togethers, block parties and 
the small, hometown feeling are part of 
the memories Burke Zack formed while 
growing up in Corsicana. He returns to the 
area occasionally for more of the same, visits 
with family and friends and to preach and 
perform musically. “To this day, I can come 
to Corsicana and run into someone I know,” 
Burke said.

The son of longtime Corsicana residents, Pete and Kathryn 
Zack, Burke now pastors at Church of His Presence in Daphne, 
Alabama, founded and led by Pastor John Kilpatrick, who 
is a mentor to Burke. “I love pastoring people of all ages, 
backgrounds and ethnicities,” Burke explained. “I still write 
music and am always thinking up new ideas.”

— By Virginia Riddle
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ministry, but he is open to co-producing 
an album in the future. “As far as doing 
everything myself, I do not have the time 
and energy,” he said. His music can be 
viewed on YouTube. 

One other big, happy change 
occurred in his personal life recently. 
“On December 21, 2019, I married my 
lovely wife, Trinity Elizabeth Zack, in 
Point Clear, Alabama. We met a year 
earlier in Nashville, and her family and 
I connected immediately,” he recalled. 
“I had a weekend off from preaching 
in Red Bay. We met through my pastor 
in Nashville, whom she and her family 
from Scottsdale, Arizona, were visiting.” 
Since then, her family moved to Alabama 
and have become part of the church. 
“I’m not sure anyone anticipated that we 
would be married, but God still works 
in mysterious ways. We both enjoy the 
ministry, hiking, trying new foods and 
exploring new places.” In his little spare 
time, Burke prefers physical activities, 
such as lifting weights and running. 

Ministry opportunities for Burke 
include hospital visits, conducting 
weddings and funerals, ministering to 
the youth and time spent in prayer. “Life 
in Daphne, called ‘The Jubilee City,’ is 
fantastic!” Burke said. “The people are 
friendly. The atmosphere is peaceful, 
and the weather is warm year-round. 
I spend much of my time mentoring 
young people and planning what’s next 
in the church.” As with all folks during 
these COVID-19 days, life has become 
more challenging in the ministry and with 
performing music, but these challenges 
have also opened opportunities to deliver 
messages in different ways.

Burke advises today’s youth to 
live holy, prayerfully and not let other 
people’s opinions stop them from 
living their purpose in life. “We all make 
mistakes,” he said. “Strive to live a life 
that is the same in public as it is in 
private,” he said. “Live for an audience 
of One. Keep your heart humble before 
God, never thinking too highly of 
yourself. Walk with grace and mercy 
toward others.”

Editor’s Note: Burke welcomes contact 
though the church’s Facebook, Instagram 
and/or Twitter accounts @CHPFAMILY. 
His personal Instagram is @burkezack.
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Ashley Ibarra and Amy Tidwell work the Flower 
Market at Mimosas at the Market.

Violinist Richmond Punch, in town to 
play for Believers Outreach Ministries, is 
greeted by Ruby Williams.

These artists with Outdoor Painters Society brave a cold and damp spring 
weekend to capture Corsicana’s charm.

Micronesian food, dance and music 
is shared at Navarro College’s 
Micronesian Festival.

Zoomed In:
Roy Barrows

Home for the past 12 years for Roy Barrows and his wife, Beth, has been acreage 
in Navarro County that the couple found during a three-year search in Texas and 
Oklahoma. “It’s a quiet retreat, so we hear bird songs,” Roy explained.

A 31-year U.S. Navy veteran, Roy said, “For 20 of those years, I was at sea. I shot the 
big guns. The last year, I was a traffic court judge. They called me Judge Roy Bean!”

Roy, a certified hypnotist and Navarro Fiber Friends member, enjoys working in five 
fiber arts areas, traveling Route 66, playing his Native American flute, photography, 
treasure hunting, archaeology and reading murder mysteries, especially those by Tony 
Hillerman. “I learn from reading,” he added.

Around Town   NOW

By Virginia Riddle
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James Blair Chapter, DAR, honors the 
Citizenship Essay winners.

Awards are presented during the 
Honoring Our Fallen Car Show.

David Loughridge and Carroll Sigman 
share their research on the Loughridge 
family of Corsicana with Peace Museum 
staff members and the public.

Rick Johnson, Square Root owner, shares 
after-the-great-freeze gardening tips with 
the Better Gardens Club.

Around Town   NOW
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Turquoise 
Armadillo

The drive is short and scenic. The destination is restful and 
rewarding. A vintage country cottage with its broad, welcoming 
porch set with bright turquoise chairs greets visitors. Stroll 
among the brightly colored metal art, whirly gigs, pottery, 
windchimes and wooden signs and birdhouses. Shop inside, 
and then sit a spell. “Come out to the country … it’s cheaper 
in the country” is Turquoise Armadillo’s slogan. “First of all, the 
sales tax is lower,” Cheryl Pratt, the shop’s owner, explained. 

BusinessNOW

  — By Virginia Riddle

Turquoise Armadillo
9921 NW CR 1390
Blooming Grove, TX 76626
(903) 654-0142
cherylpratt@outlook.com 
Facebook: The Turquoise Armadillo

Hours: Thursday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., 
or by appointment

“Our overhead is low out here, so we can keep our prices low 
as well. We are a hidden treasure.”

“Sometimes, we just need to have things that make us feel 
good,” Cheryl added. “If you don’t find what you want, tell me. 
I’ll go look for it. I enjoy shopping and having a reason to seek 
and find unique items. I tell people I feel if you come out to 
the middle of nowhere to shop, I need to give you choices. 
And there are choices.” Many items are reflective of area fans’ 
support of local, college and professional sports teams, as well 
as rodeo, western and holiday themes. Cheryl’s excursions take 
her on travels far and wide as shown in the boutique’s interior 
offerings of infant, children and ladies’ boutique items; crosses; 
stuffed animals; planters; glassware and kitchenware; candles; 
signs of all sizes and entertaining sayings; teas; and Mexican 
vanilla. “I carry infant- to plus-size clothing along with hats, 
socks, jewelry and purses,” Cheryl said. 

A Frost native, Cheryl now enjoys getting to know the area 
people. She recently retired from Corsicana ISD, following a 
teaching career that began after she graduated from Stephen F. 
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Fulfilling her dream, Cheryl opened 
Turquoise Armadillo in November 2019. 
“Even with COVID-19, my business has 
thrived,” she said. So much so, Cheryl 
employs one part-time employee and 
several more during peak seasons. The 
business accepts major credit cards, local 
checks, PayPal, Venmo and cash as 
payment. “The shop donates to some 
local causes supporting local youth and 
churches,” Cheryl said.

Cheryl and Mark have three sons, 
three daughters-in-law and four 
grandchildren — two girls and two 
boys — who all live in the area. “We 
love spending time with them and our 
dogs and grandpuppies,” Cheryl 
remarked. The couple also loves to 
travel, and Cheryl enjoys gardening, 
canning and working in her yard during 
her few spare moments.

“I love my time in the shop, talking 
with people, many of whom have made 
the excursion to the country a day trip,” 
Cheryl said. “I have the best gift and 
boutique shop in Cryer Creek. That’s my 
story, and I’m sticking to it!”

Austin State University. During her career, 
she also taught in Kilgore and Kerens 
ISDs. “I missed the social aspect of 
teaching — watching families grow and 
meeting local folks, former students and 
colleagues,” she revealed. “I had toyed 
with the idea of having a gift shop for 
years. I loved being retired but not 
becoming a hermit. There was a cute 
little house that was going to be 
bulldozed down the road. My husband, 
Mark, and I arranged to have it moved 
to our property.” The couple invested in 
remodeling the home into the shop it is 
today. A nearby barn holds more 
outdoor art items Cheryl has collected 
from her shopping travels.

“I love my time in 
the shop, talking 
with people, many 
of whom have made 
the excursion to the 
country a day trip.”
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Dutch Oven Baked Apples

Cooking oil or spray
6 Granny Smith apples
2 cups brown sugar
3 tsp. cinnamon
2 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 cup sugar
3/4 cup butter
6 oz. orange juice

1. Fire up a chimney of charcoal; prepare a 
10-inch camp Dutch oven by spreading a 
light coat of cooking oil or spray around the 
bottom and sides of the oven.
2. Core the apples and clean out all the 

seeds; peel each apple about 1/2-
inch down.
3. In a bowl, mix the brown sugar, 
cinnamon, nutmeg and sugar.
4. Place the apples in the Dutch oven, 
creating a circle on the oven’s outer 
edge. Fill the center of each apple with 
the brown sugar mixture until full; top 
each apple with a butter pat.
5. Pour the orange juice over the apples; 
cover with the lid.
6. Place the Dutch oven on 8 hot coals; 
top the Dutch oven with 16 more hot 
coals placed in a checkerboard pattern. 
Bake for 35 minutes, or until the apples 
start to soften.

When not cooking for herself and her husband, Mike Dunavant, Judy 
Johnson Dunavant can often be found cooking while camping with friends. 
“I enjoy Dutch-oven cooking and using charcoal on the top and beneath the 
oven to maintain the correct temperature,” she explained.

Self-taught to cook from elementary age, Judy first tried Dutch-oven cooking 
while kayak camping with friends at Caddo Lake. She entered a Dutch-oven 
sanctioned cooking contest. “I did some quick research, found a recipe on the 
Internet, bought a Dutch oven and off we went,” she recalled. “I made baked 
apples and won third place! I find recipes from the Internet, friends and NOW 
Magazines.” Retired from having been Mildred ISD’s technology director, this 
Paris, Texas, native enjoys camping, hiking, birding and reading.

Dutch Oven Chili Taco Pie

2 lbs. ground beef
2 medium onions, chopped
1 Tbsp. butter
1 15-oz. can kidney or pinto beans
1 8-oz. can tomato sauce
2 1-oz. pkgs. taco seasoning mix
1/2 tsp. salt
2 6-oz. pkgs. cornbread mix

1. Heat 18 coals; brown the beef and onions 
in the butter in an open 12-inch Dutch oven. 
2. Add the beans, tomato sauce, taco 
seasoning and salt; cover.
3. Place the Dutch oven on 8 coals; top with 
10 coals. Cook for 15-20 minutes.
4. Mix the cornbread according to the 
package directions; add the batter to the 
meat mixture. Replace the oven’s lid; cook 
for 20-30 additional minutes until the 
cornbread is done.

Mountain Man Breakfast
Makes 6-8 servings.

2 lbs. mild pork sausage, crumbled
1 onion, chopped (optional)
2 lbs. frozen, shredded hash 
   brown potatoes

Judy Johnson Dunavant
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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8 eggs
Salt, to taste
Pepper, to taste
1 4-oz. can green chilies (optional)
2 cups cheddar cheese, grated

1. Preheat a 12-inch Dutch oven over a full 
bed of hot coals. Fry the sausage and onions 
together; remove. Drain on paper towels.
2. Using the remaining sausage drippings, 
brown the potatoes; spread the potatoes 
evenly over the Dutch oven’s bottom.
3. Place the cooked sausage mixture over 
the potatoes. In a bowl, beat the eggs, 
adding the salt and pepper; add the chilies.
4. Pour the egg mixture over the sausage 
layer; top with the cheese.
5. Place 8 coals underneath the Dutch oven 
and 16 hot coals over the lid; cook for 20-
25 minutes, rotating the lid 1/4 turn every 5 
minutes, until the eggs are cooked. 

French Toast Casserole
Makes 6-8 servings.

1 large loaf of French bread, torn into
   1/2-inch chunks
8 eggs, beaten
3 cups milk
4 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
3/4 tsp. salt
1 tsp. vanilla
4 Tbsp. butter, cut into small pieces

1. Preheat a 12-inch Dutch oven over hot 
coals. Put bread chunks into the Dutch oven; 
beat together all the remaining ingredients, 
except the butter. 
2. Pour the mixture over the bread; dot 
with butter.
3. Place 9 coals on the oven’s bottom 
and 15 coals on the lid’s top. Bake 
(approximately at 350 F), rotating the lid 
1/4-inch every 15 minutes, for 30-45 
minutes, or until the eggs are set.

Easy Dutch Oven Cobbler

2 21-oz. cans fruit pie filling
1 box white or yellow cake mix
Cinnamon, to taste
1/2 cup butter or margarine, cut into
   equally sized pieces
25 or more charcoal briquettes

1. Preheat a 12-inch Dutch oven over 
approximately 8 charcoal briquettes or coals. 
Add the pie filling; evenly spread the dry 
cake mix over the pie filling. 
2. Sprinkle the mixture with cinnamon; top 
with the butter.
3. Cover; arrange 16 hot charcoal briquettes 
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or coals in a checkerboard pattern on the 
lid’s top.
4. Bake, rotating the oven 1/4 turn every 15 
minutes, for approximately 45 minutes.

Herbed Skillet Chicken

1 lb. white mushrooms, halved
1 small red onion, cut into 8 wedges
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 tsp. fresh thyme leaves
4 chicken leg quarters

Dutch Oven Potatoes
Use a 12-inch Dutch oven and 36 
hot coals. 

6 slices of bacon
1 onion, diced
10-12 large potatoes, sliced
1 4-oz. can diced green chilies or 
   green bell peppers
1/2 cup water
Salt, to taste
Pepper, to taste
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded 
   or grated

1. In a preheated Dutch oven over 18 coals, 
cook the bacon; remove from the heat. 
Crumble the bacon.
2. Add the onion to the bacon grease; cook 
over coals until the onion is translucent.
3. Add the bacon crumbles, potatoes, chilies 
or bell peppers and water; season with salt 
and pepper. Cover; bake with the coals 
underneath and 18 coals on the lid for 
25 minutes.
4. Remove the lid; turn the potatoes over; 
recover; cook for 20-25 minutes more. 
5. Remove the oven from the heat and 
the coals from the lid. Put cheese over the 
potatoes; replace the lid for 5 minutes while 
the cheese melts.

1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper

1. In a 12-inch Dutch oven, stir together 
the first 4 ingredients. Top with the chicken; 
sprinkle with salt and pepper.
2. Cover with the lid; place the Dutch oven 
over 12 hot charcoal briquettes. Cover the lid 
with 22 hot briquettes (450 F). Bake, rotating 
the oven 1/4 turn clockwise and the lid 1/4 
turn counterclockwise every 15 minutes, for 
35-40 minutes.

Dutch Oven Baked Apples
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Solutions on page 36

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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Sudoku Puzzle

Solutions on page 36

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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Submissions are welcome and 
published as space allows. Send 
your current event details to 
virginia.riddle@nowmagazines.com. 

6/1-6/5
Steel Magnolias:

Times vary. Social distancing is 
available for one show’s dates/

times. For more information, 
call (903) 872-5421 or visit

www.theWLAC.com.

6/1-6/30
Summer Reading Program: 

Begins for children and adult 
readers. Facebook: Corsicana 

Public Library. 

ART-TO-GO:
Corsicana Public Library. 

For more information, call 
(903) 654-4810.

6/1-7/17
Daryoush Ababaf:

Master of Wood 
Marquetry Solo Exhibition: 

Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m., Pearce Museum 

at Navarro College, 
3100 W. Collin St. 

For more information, call 
(903) 875-7642.

6/8
Honoring U.S. Vietnam 

War Veterans Reception:
3:00 p.m., 

Cook Educational Center. 
Visit Facebook: Texas Veterans 
Parade for more information.

6/12
Buckles and Boots Dance:
8:00 p.m., Twisted Vines Event 

Center, 198 VFW Lane, 
Fairfield, TX. Fairfield Chamber 

of Commerce. 
For more information, visit

www.fairfieldtexaschamber.com. 

6/18
Corsicana & Navarro 
County Chamber of 

Commerce Golf Classic:
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., 

Corsicana Country Club, 
4100 Country Club Dr. 

For more information, call 
(903) 874-4731.

6/19
Praise in the Park:

All are welcome! Sponsored by 
Single Believers Ministries. 5:00 
p.m. Bunert Park, 201 Bunert 
Park Road. (903) 602-0373.

Second Fridays
Angels of Corsicana Troop 

Support Packing Day:
9:00 a.m., Grace Community 

Church Warehouse, 
227 N. Beaton. 

cyndiparrish2002@yahoo.com.
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