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Editor’s Note
Hello Friends,
Granbury’s servant leaders have proven to be great
collaborators. Those who saw the sun rise after last
month’s tornado are benefiting from initiatives within this
community, coordinating caring individuals who have come
together like warriors for the common good.
These good people remind me of Daddy. I’ve held him
in awe forever, it seems, and display a signed photo of him
climbing into his fighter jet in Southeast Asia. This year he
took things over the top, producing The Great American
Road Trip which succeeded in delivering a gorgeously
renovated 1931 Model A sedan to its new owners, my nephews Ben and Tim. During 16 days between
Weatherford, Texas, and Tacoma, Washington, the boys discovered the truth about Model-A-ing when
they helped perform multiple maintenance tasks, some of which were unexpected.
This month we all have an official opportunity to brag on our dads. My hope is you will have time to
enjoy your family this and every month.
Happy Father’s Day,

Melissa
Melissa Rawlins
GranburyNOW Editor
melissa.rawlins@nowmagazines.com
(817) 629-3888
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— By Amber D. Browne

At 81 years old, Hank Stewart enjoys riding one
of his many bicycles for miles along scenic routes in
the local area. While living in Minnesota, he started
biking in his late 40s when his oldest son, Bob, a
teenager at the time, urged him to give it a try. Bob
wanted to work at a grocery store in town, but he
needed a way to get there from the Stewarts’ 700-acre
farm. Bob bought a bike and encouraged his father to
come check out the local bike shop as well. “I bought
a bike. And, I started riding. I really did enjoy it,”
Hank explained.
Hank has been riding off and on ever since then. “When
you start back, it’s so painful at first because you’re not in that
condition. But, you remember how you were, and you want to
ride like you did several years before,” Hank remarked. “You
really have to be determined when you do start back.”
What they say is true. You never forget how to ride
a bike. And, Hank has been riding regularly again
since he was 74.
“I like it mainly because it keeps me in pretty
good shape. It makes me feel good, especially
after I finish a ride,” he said. “It’s not really
strenuous. It’s an endurance exercise. I like to
stay in good shape, but I don’t want real big
muscles.” He also enjoys tinkering with the
bikes. He has all the new electronic gadgets,
including the Garmin, which has maps with all
of the biking back roads. “You can download
rides that your buddy did. You can put your rides
in there.”
Hank meets with other Fort Worth Bicycle
Association members twice a week for rides in
the local area. “I ride with what we call the Rusty
Chain Gang,” which is a splinter group within the
club. “We’ve got a lot of bikers in our club who
started out running.” When it comes to bones, knees
www.nowmagazines.com
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and joints, Hank believes cycling is a better
choice than running. “I think runners have
more problems with that after a
certain age.”
The Rusty Chain Gang has 80 members,
ranging from beginner to expert. They
meet once a month for dinner with their
wives or girlfriends. Hank considers his
fellow bikers his friends. Several members
are involved with Bikes for Tikes. They
go to area bicycle shops for spare scrap
parts and assemble them into bikes for
underprivileged children in the
local community.
During their weekly rides, the Rusty
Chain Gang often leaves from
Benbrook. “We all leave
at the same time, but we
split up and go a shorter
route than others. The
faster riders usually take
the longer routes.”
They also take trips every
year. “We ride all over,” Hank
explained. The group travels
to West Texas, South Texas
and the Hill Country each year.
“Bikers like hills. “That’s the
challenge and the fun part of
biking. I enjoy riding on city streets
where they have bike lanes or even
signs. At least it makes motorists
somewhat aware that a biker
might be there.”

Each year, one or two bikers are
hit from behind and killed in the local
area. “It’s just one of those unavoidable
accidents. It’s really been bad over the
past six or seven years since texting and
smart phones have come out.” A Ride of
Silence is held in Weatherford annually to
honor cyclists who have been killed while
biking. Hank was involved in a minor
crash on his bike. A motorist bumped
him from behind. He wasn’t injured and
didn’t fall off his bike, but he was pushed
about 20 feet.
He urges motorists to keep an eye out
for cyclists, but bikers must also follow
the rules of the road. “We have a right to
be there, but it is irritating to motorists,”
he said. “Most of us try to give the cars
everything that we can possibly give
them.” The cycling population is
higher in Granbury than in other
locations. Because of that,
Hank thinks Granbury
is a safer place to ride.

hank qualified
for the
national
senior games
to be held
in cleveland,
ohio, in july.

“The drivers seem to be aware of you.”
Hank also enjoys the hills of Granbury
and the surrounding cities.
Hank and his wife, Carlene, downsized
from their Minnesota farm to Granbury
in 1985. She didn’t like running the farm
alone for two weeks at a time while
he flew internationally as a Northwest
Airlines pilot. Since retirement, Hank
spends much of his time on his bikes.
Carlene, several years younger than Hank,
supports his passion for cycling. “She
thinks it’s good for me. She wants me
to stay alive,” he chuckled, “and be with
her. I have to work hard to keep up with
her, and I figure this is one way I can do
it. I’ve got a better chance if I’m in good
shape and taking care of myself. I’m
really careful about how I eat.”
He has about eight different bicycles,
including a road bike, which is the same
type of bike they ride in the Tour de
France. “They’re the fastest bikes, unless
it’s a specialized bike.” Hank also has
a mountain bike and a touring bike. “I
really don’t have a favorite one. But, in
the winter time, I like the mountain bike
better because you don’t go so fast, and
you don’t get so cold,” he explained.

www.nowmagazines.com
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“You sweat going uphill and then going
downhill, you’re not working. Your
clothes are wet, and the wind
freezes you.”
During the summer, Hank participates
in the Senior Games of Texas. He
competed in San Antonio in 2012,
winning four gold medals in races for
his age group. Because of those medals,
he has qualified for the National Senior
Games to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, in
July. He also rides in the Parker County
Peach Pedal and in the Burleson
Honey Tour.

www.nowmagazines.com
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“
lifestyle.”

Cycling has truly
become a

He tried to get his wife to start cycling
this year and bought her a mountain bike.
She tried it out in the concrete driveway
at their home in Pecan Plantation. “She
was constantly turning,” he said. “I
should have taken her to a trail where
there is no traffic,” he admitted. “She
had some near tip-overs just going real
slow. Finally she said, ‘I don’t like this.’”
Carlene has decided to keep up with
her hobby of playing bridge instead of
getting back on the bike.

But for Hank, cycling has truly become
a lifestyle. From mountain biking to
taking the lesser traveled roadways, Hank
plans to stick with it. “You can go as long
as you want to, as hard as you want to or
you can slow up and take it easy. And,
just enjoy the scenery,” Hank said. “I
don’t think there is a better sport.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Melissa Rawlins

“People just
come into our
lives and fall in
love with Dylan.”

www.nowmagazines.com
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A hallmark of well-loved
families is a well-used back door.
For eight years, Paula Smith, her
son, Dylan, and friends and family
have used their carport door.
Their front door simply marks
the halfway point in Dylan’s
racetrack. This life-loving 11-yearold rides a three-wheel therapeutic
bike, or sometimes his electric
wheelchair, while his friends ride
their bicycles. “He has a lot of
friends, and the two who visit most
frequently are Zane and Nick,
good kids,” Paula said. Dylan’s
nurse, Steph, swings open the back
door almost every day. During the
school year, she goes with him to
school while Paula works cleaning
houses in Granbury.
Paula keeps her home clean, too, and
this is one reason she hung a handpainted sign inside the laundry room,
just inside the carport door, that says:
Life is made of Choices. Remove your
shoes or Scrub the floors. And no one
argues. There is method in all Paula’s
madness. Her son endures cheerfully
a difficult physical condition called
Epidermolysis Bullosa, which interrupts
his skin’s normal function, and he also
www.nowmagazines.com
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has muscular dystrophy. “Friction or
trauma will blister and scar his skin,
but it will eventually heal. In order to
prevent blisters in the bottoms of his feet
from tiny pebbles that get tracked in on
people’s shoes,” Paula said, “everybody
removes their shoes.”
Most people come bearing gifts, too.
The whole house is full of mementoes
from loving friends and family, including
the living room curio cabinet full of

dolphins she
just can’t part
with. “I love
Florida, and I
was into the
beach and
the water a lot,” said Paula, who began
collecting dolphins years ago. “I visited
Florida to see my dad, then moved down
there, and I saw dolphins in the ocean
and fell in love with them.”
That’s okay with Dylan. “I like it! All of
the stuff has been here for about 50 years,
it feels like — or most of my life, at least,”
he said. “When we come home every day,
we always say, ‘No place like home!’”
In the center of the living room

www.nowmagazines.com
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is a large grey rug, where he likes to
stretch out and take naps. Nearby are his
schoolbooks. Not only is Paula intent
on keeping the home well-organized,
but sometimes Dylan homeschools for
extended periods, to protect him when
things like flu bugs are going around the
school. Above his school supplies hang
family photographs, including Grandma
Diane, who comes to visit often.
There is also a big photo of the Dallas
Cowboy Cheerleaders at Disneyland with
Dylan. He and Paula made that trip a few
years ago, thanks to Dylan’s first-grade
teacher. “Miss White wrote a letter to FM
106 talking about Dylan. So they chose
him to go to Disney with the Kidd’s Kids

www.nowmagazines.com
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program,” Paula explained. “We stayed
five nights, six days, everything paid.”
“I think people do all these nice things
for me because they are hoping I’ll treat
people nice. That’s kinda hard,” Dylan
said, “but not really hard.”
“People just come into our lives and
fall in love with Dylan,” Paula said,
“because he’s so interested and talkative.
Before you know it, someone wants to
know him better.”
His bedroom testifies to that. There
are framed photos of polar bears from
friends Paula cleans for. He has a drum
kit bought for him by the Brazos River
Corvette Club and the Face the Fire
Foundation, run by Brian and Melanie
Birdwell. “I did not ask for it. They just
gave it to me,” Dylan said. “I said I’d try
to learn, and I did.” John Boyd’s corvette
is on the front, and its picture was taken
while Dylan was a passenger.
On his bright yellow walls are
gifts from friends, everything from
SpongeBob to the car collectibles to
the collage of photos of Dylan with
professional dirt bike racer Chris Painter.
Dylan especially likes his photo of
Officer Hastings, # 531, who taught the
D.A.R.E. to Resist Drugs and Violence
precept at Dylan’s school, who told the
students, “The decisions you make today
will affect you!”
Hoping to be allowed to paint his walls
blue and morph away from SpongeBob,
Dylan is already decorating with more
manly things. He hung up a sign he made
for the time when he and his nephews,
Paula’s grandsons, went to the monster
truck contest. Dylan uses his room as a
get-away, playing Pokémon games and
jamming with friends on his paper jamz
guitar, his piano keyboard and the drums.
Once things are quiet again, Dylan
rests with his feline friend, Honey. “She
is 2 years old, and she is a brat,” he said.
“But sometimes she sleeps on the end of
my bed.”
His mom’s room is reserved for
hanging out with Dylan. “This is our
www.nowmagazines.com
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wrestle, tickle, get-him-in-my-arms
room,” Paula said. Her son’s generous
spirit is seen all over Paula’s bedroom
walls, in the form of handmade Crayola
drawings, as well as an oversized check,
representing the $1,000 donation Dylan
raised for Dystrophic Epidermolysis
Bullosa Research Association of America
to help them find a cure for his skin
disease. She also has several more
sentimental dolphins here, each from
someone special, like her two grown
sons, or her grandsons or her mother.
A large, electrified dolphin a friend gave
her lights up and creates the sound of
flowing water. “At night, I turn everything
else off and it glows.” She even decorated
her master bathroom in dolphins.
The guest bathroom is filled with
frogs, a fairly new collection Paula
started because she thinks frogs are cute.
“The cheerful colors make a difference
in our home. We spend a lot of time in
here, so we gotta keep it happy,” said
Paula, who purposefully decorated her
kitchen for optimism.
In the kitchen window she and Dylan
are growing purple coneflowers and
sunflowers, inspired by Dylan’s school
science project. “Making this place
comfortable for Dylan is what makes this
home for me. If he’s comfortable, I’m
comfortable.” Although they don’t like
to leave their cozy spot, Dylan is hoping
to go swimming for his birthday this
month. Afterwards, Paula will serve him
a chocolate marble cake at the kitchen
table, surrounded by sunflowers and her
favorite color, yellow.
Outside on the patio under the
carport, the Smiths have a cool place to
hang out during these warm months.
Paula’s BBQ grill sits on the polished
concrete floor, not far from the big,
round wooden table. Here the family
relaxes when there’s a breeze, watching
Dylan and his friends zoom round and
round the house, making a dirt track in
the green grass. Ahh, summer time in
Texas! How nice to call this home.
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Lisa Bell

Ansel Adams said, “You don’t
take a photograph, you make it.”
At barely 18, Dalton Aiken
makes photographs — and he
does it well. The senior at Tolar
High School became interested
in photography the summer
before his junior year.
What started with a
simple camera phone
grew quickly into
passion, opening up
the doors to a career
for this young man.
“From the first
time, I wanted to
become a professional
photographer,” Dalton said.
Self-taught through
online resources, books and
seminars, Dalton tried every
type of photography imaginable
www.nowmagazines.com
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to discover his best. Landscapes,
portraits, animals, night photography,
long exposures (capturing both still
and moving elements) and others fill
his portfolio. He didn’t stop there, but
became a member of the Fort Worth
Camera Club and went to work for a
local gallery, which helped him learn even
more about photography.
Unfortunately, people seem to like all
of his work, which makes determining
the type he does best a little difficult.
One of his favorites, known as urban
exploration, combines his love of history
and photography. In urban exploration,
the photographer selects an abandoned
building and through pictures tries to
capture the history of the location. In
essence, Dalton attempts to tell the
building’s story with pictures.
Within the first year of immersing
himself in the art, he won multiple awards.
Winning first and second place at the State
Fair of Texas with two photos, and taking
Grand Champion along with the top three
places at the Denton State Fair, validated
his talent. As a member of the Fort Worth
Camera Club, he submitted a photo for
a contest and won second place. The
award against only serious photographers
spurred him on, giving him a feeling

“I can’t

wait to see
how much
better I am
10 years
from now.”
www.nowmagazines.com

19

GranburyNOW June 2013

of more credibility. He also placed as
a finalist in the top 1,000 out of 8,000
worldwide entries for Photographer’s Forum
Magazine in 2012. He entered the contest
again in 2013 hoping to do better — to
possibly receive an honorable mention
spot, even if he doesn’t win. He also
entered an Oasis Restaurant contest, for
another potential award.
Dalton exhibits a professional attitude
with his photography, yet admits he
doesn’t know everything. “I still learn
stuff every day,” he said. “I compare
my first shots to the ones I do now, and
see so much improvement. I can’t wait
to see how much better I am 10 years
from now.”
His most enjoyable shoots happen in
nature. Driving back roads and looking
for interesting places most people miss,
he spends hours shooting from different
angles. Sometimes leaving at 5:00 a.m.,
he may not return home until midnight.
As he looks at an object, perhaps an old
barn or antique car, Dalton gets an idea.
The object generates 20 to 60 pictures as
he attempts to capture the perfect shot,
always looking for something unique.
Working at a local picture framing and
art gallery has helped Dalton learn the
business side of photography. At first,
he took pictures of anything he saw as
interesting. He quickly learned the need
for capturing photographs of what
people like. One of his mom’s favorite
photos contains a songbook lying open
in an empty church. She connects with it
because her dad was a pastor.
The process of creating memorable
photos continues after the initial capture
of a subject. After spending hours on a
photo shoot, he downloads the images to
his computer for tweaking. In some cases,
he may spend only 10 or 20 minutes per
www.nowmagazines.com
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photo. When he intends to print a picture
for a contest or giving to someone, he
spends up to two hours completing the
refining process.
When photographing people, Dalton
prefers a natural approach. Rather than
posing subjects, begging them to smile,
he urges subjects to be themselves.
For children, he suggests going to the
park where the kids can play. Capturing
random shots, he produces unique
portraits filled with personality and fun.
His favorite photo session came in
the form of senior portraits for one girl.
While driving around looking for a good
location, they spotted a house with a line
of old cars — the perfect place in both
of their minds. After asking permission
from the homeowner, they spent two
hours on site taking photos in and around
the cars. “It was a really fun shoot,” he
said. “I hope to go back someday.”
Recently, he shot his first maternity
session. Having never done maternity or
a couple’s portrait before, the experience
challenged him. Taking random shots
of someone acting natural came easy for
Dalton. How do you capture two people
and still make the photos something
special, different from traditional poses?
Considering how the baby would affect
the couple helped him determine unique
positions. In one shot, he caught the
daddy giving the baby a kiss, through
the mom’s belly. He learned from the
session by placing some of the photos
on Facebook and seeing what people
liked the most.
Some of his photography isn’t serious
in nature. He learns from fun shots, such
as taking pictures of his baby cousin.
Having photographed her since birth
taught him about the ways an infant or
toddler moves and acts. Eventually he

may do professional shots of newborns
or babies, but at the current time,
a 3-year-old holds the record as his
youngest subject.
Dalton doesn’t shoot weddings either
— yet. He always promised himself
he wouldn’t do weddings until he was
ready. Since he doesn’t have the right
equipment, he won’t risk not being able
to capture someone’s wedding memories,
and thus disappointing them.
Even with a great start to his career,
Dalton realizes he has much to learn.
After high school graduation, he plans
on heading to the University of North
Texas in Denton, where he wants to
pursue a Bachelor of Fine Arts and a
master’s with a major in photography
and a minor in art history. He hopes to
land a job using photography or perhaps
have his own studio some day. He enjoys
writing, but has no aspirations toward
photojournalism. To make use of both
degrees and tap into his writing talents,
he hasn’t ruled out the possibility of
seeking a curator position at an art gallery
after completing his education.
Since beginning to take photographs
a year ago, Dalton has moved forward to
planning a future and career. His parents
often tell him they are proud of him
and feel lucky to have a son pursuing
something so early in his life.
“It makes me feel good to have
found what I’m good at so young,” he
said. “Maybe someday I can become a
famous photographer and make a
living at it.” He certainly has a good
start in that direction as he continues
learning to make photographs and not
just take pictures.
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Lisa Bell
As the plane climbs higher, he throws in a loop for fun. He
adjusts the rudder and flaps like any good pilot. He watches,
fully alert. Lightweight, fast and with a whirling propeller, a
six-pound model traveling 70 miles per hour can turn deadly.
Although no passengers fill the small aircraft, it holds more
power in the tiny engine per the weight of the airplane than a
large passenger plane.
Safety is one of the most important
concerns of the Brazos Buzzards, an
Academy of Model Aeronautics
(AMA) chartered club in Granbury. A
fence stands between the runway and
pilots to insure their safety. “Although
the AMA membership provides a large
amount of liability coverage,” John
said, “I’ve never used it, and don’t
personally know anyone
who has. We are very
safety-conscious.”
John began flying
airplanes when
he was around
9 years old,
playing with
them, circling

The roar of engines breaks the stillness of early
afternoon. A distinctive fuel odor tickles John
Thompson’s nose. He taxis out to the runway and
positions his plane, anticipation quivering through
him as the wheels leave the ground. He releases a
breath, satisfied with the perfect take off.

www.nowmagazines.com
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around the area. “I’ve always been an
aviation buff,” he said. He now owns
approximately 10 planes — discounting
the ones that don’t work.
After many years in the broadcast
journalism industry, he started a company
where the type of work indoctrinated
him into the world of aviation and
electronics. Flying radio-controlled (RC)
aircraft joined his love of these two
worlds. He became involved in RC clubs
long before moving to Granbury in 1999,
and now serves as the vice president of
the local group.
Brazos Buzzards welcomes a variety
of members. Young, old, plane builders
or pilots, plus their families hang out
frequently at the airfield designed for

them. For the last decade, the club met at
a 40-acre field on the loop, but recently
lost their lease. As they geared up for
2013, the group found a new home on
Hwy. 144 and started the process of
building a runway, hoping to have it ready
by spring and ushering in flying season.
Club members don’t fly much in the
winter. When daylight saving time arrives,
they rev the engines and take to the skies
— unless pouring rain or howling winds
make conditions unsafe.
The hobby often becomes a family
event, sometimes helping parents and
children find common ground. They
www.nowmagazines.com
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come to the field, fly and leave. The child
feels great about his performance, while
dad’s still trying to get it. Children tend
to learn more quickly than adults do and
excel in this pastime, which requires great
eye-hand coordination. Perhaps playing
video games develops the skills to soar.
Children under 10 usually need more
development time before flying.
One young man, who used to be part
of their club, started flying at 13. “He
could stand a plane straight up and bring
it down, touch the ground with its tail
and take off again. I can’t do that,”
John said.
Even family members who aren’t
interested in building or flying airplanes
come out to watch. The aerial acrobatics
amaze them, and the camaraderie of the
group keeps them involved. The club also
holds cookouts and encourages members
to bring the entire family.
Learning to fly takes a lot of work
and focus. When the plane is flying
away from the flyer, control isn’t as
difficult. But on the return toward the
pilot, everything flips. “Right becomes
left, and left becomes right,” John said.
“You have to get to the point where you
don’t think about it.” When mastered,
every flight leaves the pilot with a feeling
of accomplishment, an exhilaration
of achieving something most people
can never hope of doing in a cockpit.
The cost of aircraft, fuel, license and
everything associated prohibits vast
numbers from flying even a private
plane. With models, the improbable
becomes possible.
Piloting a large plane doesn’t make
flying a radio-controlled version easier.
John recounts a story from many years
ago. A commercial airline pilot joined
them one day. John asked if he’d ever
flown. “I’m a commercial captain,” the
man said. “I know about planes. I can
do this.”
“It’s not the same,” John responded.
“You might want to get an instructor.”
The man didn’t listen. He took off with
his brand new model and promptly
crashed it. Without a word, he gathered
up the pieces and left. About 30 days
later he returned, his beautiful plane
repaired. “You might need an instructor,”
John said.
“No, I’ve been thinking about this. I
know what I did wrong,” the pilot said.
www.nowmagazines.com
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The plane climbed easily before it stalled
and came crashing to the ground. Again,
he gathered all the pieces and left
in silence.
Six weeks later, the captain returned
with the same plane, repaired and ready
to fly. “Where’s an instructor?” he asked.
John taught the man, who became an
excellent flyer.
Instructors volunteer their time.
They used to get planes two oops
high (translation: two mistakes before
crashing) then hand over the controller.
Many planes went down when the flyer
got in trouble and didn’t have time to
pass back the box. Instructors now use
dual controls, a vast improvement. When
the student gets in trouble, the teacher
releases a button and immediately
takes over. He straightens the plane then
lets the new flyer try again, helping to
avoid crashes.
Many varieties of planes exist. Avid
builders buy plans and make one from
scratch, spending extraordinary amounts
of time on the project. Others purchase
a box of balsa, which contains precut or
formed pieces of balsa wood, and then
spend a lot of time finishing. For the
avid flyers, who build only because they
need a plane, the ARF (almost ready to
fly) versions have become very popular.
These kits consist of large finished pieces
which go together with very little time
and effort.
The hobby requires about a $300
startup cost. Some extremists spend
thousands of dollars on planes. Only
serious aviators (or perhaps wealthy,
eccentric ones) own true turbine jets.
They sometimes build them for others to
fly. “When you’re flying over 200 miles
per hour, you gotta have steady hands,”
John said. “If a true jet crashes, it will
burn. Like a real jet, they use airline grade
jet fuel.” Most models use a safer alcoholbased mix containing methanol, nitro
methane and lubricant, which works well
and doesn’t ignite on impact.
Anyone can join the club. Annual dues
currently run $30, although they may
increase slightly to cover costs of the
new runway. For those uncertain about
flying, Brazos Buzzards have trainers they
send up using dual controls. Prospective
members can try it before investing
money and joining others in flying high
— with wings of any color.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Business NOW
Oak Tree Gallery & Framing

Business NOW

2103 E. Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76049
(817) 573-6252

Health NOW

Oaktreegallery@att.net
Find us on Facebook!
www.oaktreeframing.com

Health NOW

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Closed on Sunday

Finance NOW

Finance NOW
Outdoors NOW
Outdoors NOW

From left:
Peko the shop dog greets visitors politely.
His owner, Benji Bleeker-Cole, consults with
clients and provides the perfect frame.

Just Ask Benji
At Oak Tree Gallery & Framing, Benji Bleedker-Cole helps people get what they want!

— By Melissa Rawlins
Years ago, Lynn Bleeker earned her degree in art from
Midwestern State University. She eventually bought an artist’s
frame shop on Hwy 377 and renamed it Oak Tree Gallery &
Framing. For Lynn, it was an artistic outlet. Her daughter and
store manager, Benji Bleeker-Cole, understands. “An artist,” she
said, “is always an artist.”
In the same way, good design is good design. Now, Benji
finishes client’s masterpieces in custom framework, using
knowledge gained when she earned her degree in interior and
apparel design. She worked in the apparel industry for a decade
in Dallas, then her father, Dalton Bleeker, opened a decorating
center in Granbury and learned to appreciate challenges.
“I tell worried customers, ‘Don’t tell me it can’t be done. It
www.nowmagazines.com

can,’” she said. “I think people should have what they want!”
Her customers trust she will achieve their desire. And for those
who do not quite know what they want, they just ask Benji.
She loves her work and enjoys helping clients think through
the possibilities.
Benji is as much an artist as an engineer, sometimes framing
a frame or building up the back of frames to accommodate
bulky items, like seashells, in shadowboxes. She can envision the
end result and guide clients to a solution they might not have
considered. This talent earned her the privilege of working with
a Matisse.
Her client first tested her intuitions when he gave her his
Picasso painting to frame for which she suggested a floating
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Business NOW
technique that suspended the art over the
mat. “That’s how Picasso was. He was
just floating,” said Benji, who considers
the art history class she took at Texas
Christian University one of her most
valuable college courses. When her client
brought in his Henri Matisse painting,
she recommended using an 8-ply black
mat instead of the 4-ply cream-colored
mat he had envisioned. In the end, he
applauded her for achieving something
with an impact.
One of Benji’s specialties is
conservation framing with an eye toward
flexibility for the customer. “I have
presented an antique christening gown,
and I stitched it to the mat,” she said,
“so later the item can be removed from
its frame.”
Always available by appointment for
after-hours meetings, she learns her
clients’ tastes. And they rely on Benji
to envision the piece on their wall,
investigate all the options and enhance

Health NOW

Finance NOW

Outdoors NOW

“An artist is
always an artist.”
their work of art. Using an air
compressor to power her computerized
mat cutter, she excels at creative mat
design. She adds pizzazz to each
photo mat with fillets and finishes the
masterpieces with conservation glass,
which cuts out 99 percent of ultraviolet
light and thus preserves the
underlying art.
On pieces like Matisse, Benji uses
nothing but Egyptian cotton ragmat that
will never oxidize or fade. She offers a
great selection of high-quality, unusual
moulding. For instance, she recently
framed a 16th century piece, The Virgin
of Guadalupe, in moulding made from
imprints of British castle walls.
People looking for art at Oak Tree
Gallery & Framing will find a wide
selection of originals and numbered
prints by artists like James Spurlock,
Dustin Hansen and G. Harvey. Clients
are rewarded with discounts when
ordering more than three pieces framed.
Benji makes it easy to present your
sentiments your way.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Around Town NOW
Around Town NOW

Logan Walton rides his “car bike” for the first
time, followed by mama, Jacquelynne, and sister,
Emma.

Jodi Alvey, Texas EMS-Granbury, prepares for
the day ahead.
Jerry Petersen and Phyllis Webster take their
lunch at Christina’s Bistro served by chef
Matthias Abraham.

The crew from Docks on Demand is building a
new dock at Rough Creek Park.

Brickmason Gerald Rodriguez keeps history
alive on the northwest corner facing the Hood
County Courthouse.

Ace Rawlins and Gary Giesen hang out at
Granbury Regional Airport.

Lakestone Terrace has a group of wood carvers
that get together once a week.

Colton, Jakob, Jon and Maryssa gather for gab
under the influence of coffee and sunshine.

Lady Pirates Lilley Vander Zee (left) and Morgan Northcutt (right) have been named to the All-State
basketball team by the Texas Girls Coaches Association.

www.nowmagazines.com
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Around Town NOW
Around Town NOW

Dan Spangler paints Letitia Winquist, model
for multi-media art students, at the Lake
Granbury Art Association Portrait Class held
at the Shanley House.

Debbie Osburn and Lark Nunnally have a ball
at the Healthy Woman luncheon.

Roger Stork, Lou Hendrickx and Ron Harding
enjoy a morning on Harbor Lakes Golf Course.

Margot Hoefelmann has fun with her family at
Granbury City Beach Park.

Bill and Wanda Hart treat themselves to lunch
at Hoffbrau’s.

The wind cannot stop Pat Shook and Theresa
Cain from shopping at the roadside stand set up
by Walter Nettles II.

Susan Griffin waters Gerber daisies on the front
porch of Chicks from the Stixs.

The Hayes and DePauw families share an evening at The Brazos Drive-In.

www.nowmagazines.com
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Health NOW
Finance NOW

Investment Ideas for Newlyweds Finance NOW
different orientations toward investing. By nature, you might be an aggressive
investor, while your spouse could be more conservative, or vice versa. This
divergence does not have to be a problem, but you should communicate
your preferences clearly to each other when choosing investments together.
If you and your spouse each compromise a bit, you can come up with a
joint portfolio that works for both of you. At the same time, when you each
have an account, such as a 401(k), you may not want them to look alike by
containing duplicate investments. Instead, consider building portfolios that
complement each other and that can help fill in any gaps that exist in your
joint investment strategy.
Be co-managers. You probably know many married couples in which
one spouse handles all the finances and investments. This isn’t necessarily
a good model to follow. You and your spouse will benefit if you both are
familiar with your investment situation and capable of making decisions.
Nobody knows what the future will hold, and if one spouse suddenly finds
himself or herself in charge of the family finances, with no preparation, it
can lead to troubles.
By following these suggestions, you can make long-term investing a
rewarding part of your marriage. And the sooner you get started, the greater
those rewards can be.

June is a popular month for weddings. If you’re getting married this
month, you have a lot to think about, but after the wedding — well, you’ll
have even more to think about. And one of those topics should be your
investment strategy. In these days of economic uncertainty, it’s important
that you and your spouse make investment decisions today that will help you
reach your long-term goals.
Of course, the investment process can seem confusing to just one person,
so you might think it will be twice as difficult for the two of you. But that’s
not necessarily so. You can launch an investment strategy that can serve you
well throughout your lives together by following these few basic steps:
Identify your goals. When you start out, you may have short-term goals,
such as saving enough for a down payment on a house. As you move through
the years, your goals will become longer-term in nature. For example, if you
have children, you might set a goal of helping them pay for college. And you
will need to establish a goal of saving for retirement. Your first step toward
achieving all these goals is identifying them.
Commit to regular investing. When you begin your careers, you and
your spouse may not have a lot of disposable income, but you still need to
commit yourselves to putting aside some money each month — even if
it’s only a small amount — for investment purposes. If you each have an
employer-sponsored retirement plan, such as a 401(k) plan, contribute as
much as you can afford.
Reconcile your investment styles. You and your spouse may have

Outdoors NOW

www.nowmagazines.com

Outdoors NOW

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones financial
advisor. Carrie Bellamy is an Edward Jones representative based in Granbury.
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Calendar
June 3
Metro Beekeepers Meeting: 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Cana Baptist Church, 2309 E. Renfro St.,
Burleson. Novice and expert beekeepers
in Texas will enjoy learning from each
other at Metro Beekeepers meetings.
Contact Stan Key, (817) 888-0470, or
visit www.metrobeekeepers.net.
June 8
Fun Run: 7:00 a.m., Acton Nature Center.
Runners, walkers and families are welcome
in the 5th annual 3.8 mile run/walk
benefitting Acton Nature Center. Entry
fees: $21 thru June 2, $25 thru June 7, $30
race day, and free for participants 10 and
under or 70 and over. T-shirts and goody
bags will go to the first 250 registrants.
Register on-line at www.active.com.
June 11
Healthy Woman: Noon-1:00 p.m., The
Conference Center, 621 E. Pearl St. Jayne
Williams Cornwell, DPM, answers your
questions on podiatry. Call (817) 579-2955
or visit www.GranburyHealthyWoman.com.
Good Friends Make Great Neighbors High
Tea: 2:30-3:30 p.m., Lakestone Terrace, 916
E. Hwy 377. Bring your friends, wear your

JUNE 2013
Sunday best and join us for traditional teas
and delectable desserts. To make reservations,
call Carol Upshaw, (817) 573-1214.

June 29
Last Saturday Gallery Night: 6:00-9:00 p.m.,
100 W. Pearl St. Contact (817) 579-7733.

June 14 — July 6
1776: 7:30-9:00 p.m., Thursday, Friday
and Saturday; 3:30-5:30 p.m., Saturday
and Sunday matinees; 3:30 and 7:30 p.m.,
Fourth of July, courthouse on the square.
Independence Hall is recreated inside
the upstairs courtroom for this musical
based on all the trials our forefathers
went through before the signing of The
Declaration of Independence. Ticket
prices: $20 adults; $17 students and
seniors; $15 children. Contact the box
office at (817) 579-0952 or visit
www.granburytheatrecompany.org.

July 4 — 6
Old-Fashioned 4th of July: Thursday,10:00
a.m., historic square, Hometown Parade;
6:00 p.m., Reunion Grounds, Ranch
Rodeo; Dusk, Fabulous Fireworks over
Lake Granbury; Friday, 7:00 p.m., Mike
Brown Hyundai, D&D Rockin’ Rod Car
Show; 9:30 p.m., historic Granbury square,
Live Country Music; Saturday: 8:00 p.m.,
Granbury Resort Conference Center,
Shall We Dance… Come Dance Like the Stars!
Wear what you please — from high-heels
to bobby socks — and come out to enjoy
dancing to Langdon Big Band and recorded
music, including: Tango, Twist, Cha-Cha,
Jive, Jitterbug, Waltz, Top-Forty, Swing
and the basic box-step! Come early for
free dance instruction. Call the Granbury
Chamber of Commerce for tickets,
(817) 573-1622.

June 20
Children’s Garden School Community
Education: 6:30 p.m., Hood County Annex
1 Meeting Room, 1410 W. Pearl St. For
information, contact Hood County Master
Gardeners, (817) 579-3280.
June 27
Dehydration Seminar: 3:00-4:00 p.m.,
Lakestone Terrace, 916 E. Hwy 377.
Reserve your space through Carol Upshaw,
(817) 573-1214.

www.nowmagazines.com
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Submissions are welcome and published
as space allows. Send your event details to
melissa.rawlins@nowmagazines.com.

Cooking NOW
Cooking NOW

Reduced-sodium salsa (optional)
Fat-free sour cream (optional)

1. Heat medium-sized nonstick skillet over
medium heat. Add turkey, 1/2 cup onion
and half the can of chilies. Cook and stir 5
minutes or until turkey is browned and onion
is tender.
2. Add taco seasoning according to package
directions.
3. Sprinkle meat evenly on top of each
tostada. Top with lettuce, tomato, onion,
remaining chilies, cheese, salsa, and sour
cream as desired.

LBJ Ranch Pickled Okra

In The Kitchen With Brianne Langdon
— By Melissa Rawlins
Her favorite cook is still her Granny Jo, who helped Brianne Langdon’s mother
familiarize Brianne with the pleasures of cooking. When younger than 10, a bunch of
Brianne’s west Texas girlfriends prepared their 4-H foods and nutrition project. They
enjoyed giggling as much as they enjoyed fruit pizza, with no idea they were learning
about nutrition and basic cooking skills.
Now this wife, of a teacher and coach, and mother of two little girls and a baby boy,
also leads 4-H and teaches canning, cooking and nutrition education through her job as
a family and consumer sciences extension agent. Whether in class or at home, Brianne
keeps taste, health and simplicity first, which is why her ground turkey tostadas are
perfect for large or small groups.

Grilled Fiesta Shrimp
Serves 8

1 Tbsp. olive oil
2 lbs. raw large shrimp, peeled
1 tsp. Creole seasoning, divided
1/2 cup shredded Mexican-blend
cheese or cheddar cheese
1/2 cup canned whole-kernel corn with
sweet peppers, drained
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh cilantro
1 15-oz. can reduced-sodium black
beans, rinsed and drained
4 cups long-grain rice, cooked and hot
1. Heat the grill to medium high. Drizzle oil
over the shrimp; sprinkle with 1/2 of the
Creole seasoning.
2. Toss to coat. Place shrimp on 12-inch
sheet of foil; top with cheese, corn, cilantro,
and beans.
3. Fold the opposite ends of foil together

3 lbs. whole okra
6 hot peppers
6 cloves peeled garlic
1 quart vinegar (5%)
1/2 cup salt
1 Tbsp. mustard seed
1 1/3 cups water
1. Wash okra; pack in clean jars. Add 1 hot
pepper and 1 clove garlic to each jar.
2. Bring remaining ingredients to a boil.
Cover okra with hot liquid, filling to within
1/2 inch of jar top.
3. Remove air bubbles. Wipe jar rims. Adjust
lids. Process for 10 minutes in a boiling water
bath.

Golden Salmon Steaks

Serves 6

4 salmon steaks, about 1 1/2-inch think
1 Tbsp. grated onion
2 Tbsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. pepper
1/4 tsp. thyme
4 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 tsp. paprika
4 Tbsp. parsley, freshly chopped
1 lemon, cut in wedges

1 lb. 93% lean ground turkey
1 to 1 1/2 cups onion, chopped
(divided use)
1 4-oz. can chopped whole mild green
chilies, drained
1 pkg. reduced-sodium taco seasoning
1 12-count pkg. baked corn tortilla
tostadas
1/2 head of lettuce, shredded
1 medium tomato, diced
1 cup reduced-fat cheddar cheese,
shredded

1. Preheat grill to medium heat; place steaks
on grill.
2. Combine onion, lemon juice, salt, pepper
and thyme with butter.
3. Baste fish with one-half of the butter
mixture.
4. Cook about 6-8 minutes per side or until
steaks flake easily with a fork.
5. Garnish with paprika and parsley, add
lemon wedges to plate.
To view recipes from current and previous
issues, visit www.nowmagazines.

over the ingredients to form a loose bundle.
Crimp to seal. Place the foil packet on the
grill. Cover and cook for 10 minutes or until
the shrimp are done.
4. Serve shrimp over hot rice with extra
cilantro for garnish.

Ground Turkey Tostadas

www.nowmagazines.com
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