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SHEPHERD

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS

David Espinoza of Shepherd Roofing and Renovations wants to see your
roof done right. “We offer roofing services for both residential and commercial
customers. We can do everything from small roof tune-ups to full replacements.
We do asphalt shingle roofs, tile, slate, standing seam metal roofs, synthetic wood
shake, TPO. You don’t see many tar and gravel roofs anymore, so we don't do
those, and real wood shake isn’t even legal in Texas anymore,” David informed.

“Our roof tune-ups are $199 with the coupon in the magazine. But pricing is
on a case-by-case basis. So contact us for a free quote. We do free inspections.
We use drones to see your whole roof. We even have a thermal imaging drone,
to show where you have heat loss. We use the most up-to-date inspection
equipment. We like to use advanced technology to provide the best answers to
our clients.”

Renovations are the other part of what they do. “We do a lot of storm
restoration. We also renovate after plumbing breaks and fires. We are the preferred
renovation company for several insurance companies when you have flood
damage. We replace flooring, baseboards and cabinets. We do drywall, painting,
We also install, replace and clean gutters and install leaf guards. We also do repair
and replacement for wood and fiber cement siding, also called Hardie board.”

David is proud of his team’s years of experience in the industry. “Together, we

hireshepherd.com | (972) 244-3705

hello@ssrteam.com | Facebook: Shepherd Roofing Renovations

2626 Cole Ave., Ste. 300 B, Dallas, TX 75204

Paid Advertisement

have more than 100 years of experience.
My dad and my uncles were all roofers.

| worked summers with my dad since

| was a teenager, but | got into this full
time in 2012. | think we have some of
the best communication in the business.
We email you our estimate, so you have
it fo look at. We text you, fo let you
know when we're on our way to your
house or business. We send you pictures
and videos of the job in progress, so
you know what's happening, and so
there’s evidence of the work that's

being done. We have one of the best
workmanship guarantees out there.

Most companies guarantee their work
for three to five years. We guarantee

for 10 years. We have a lot of quality
control and check on our crews to be
sure the work is done right. When we
speak to you, we aren’t giving vou a
sales pitch. We have a conversation
about your roofing issues. We don't
up-sell. We make recommendations,

but then it's up to you. My philosophy
is to treat our customers like as if it was
my grandmother’s roof. We find and
diagnose issues and share what we
know from our experience. We give you
options, and let you make the decisions.”

“Together, we have more
than 100 years of experience.
My dad and my uncles

were all roofers. | worked
summers with my dad since |
was a teenager, but | got into
this full time in 2012.”

David looks at his business
differently. “We're a small business with
Christian values. | set out to always do
the right thing. | have given free roofs to
people in real need, like an elderly lady
who had holes in her roof. She didn't
have the money to fix it, so she just
wanted us to tarp it. | decided to re-roof
her house for free. We're a business,
and we’re about making money, but
we're also here to help. | want to help
my family, but also the community”
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SUMMER & FALL REGISTRATION
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LORENZO BROW’N & ASSOCIATES

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DIVORCE - PROBATE

972.224.7555 OFFICE
214.621.0036 CELL
214.237.6067 FAX

1700 N. Hampton Rd.
Suite 104

lorenzobrownlaw@gmail.com DeSoto, TX 75115

A

Ask About Our
Dental Savings Plan
« Cleanings & Exams - Digital X-rays

« Whitening « 3-D X-rays
« Crowns & Bridges -+ Veneers

« Dental Implants -« Fillings
» Root Canals « Night Guards
« Extractions » Nitrous Oxide

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-6654
Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!

morgandentistry.co
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EDITOR’'S NOTE

Stepping out ...

Do you think it's scarier to try new things when you're
young or when you're old? I'd imagine young people think
adults — with their life experiences and wisdom — have it
easier, while adults figure that youth — with their fearlessness
and aspirations — are better equipped to try something new.

Truth is, we all have fears at every age. The difference |
see is that some keep trying. As a former teacher, I'd say
that “stick-to-it-tivness,” also known as grit, is the best
indicator of future success. After all, quitters never win.

Yet getting up the courage simply to try can be hard, and
sticking to it even harder.

Former President John F Kennedy is credited with saying,
“Every accomplishment begins with a decision to try,” in
his 1961 inaugural address as he stressed the importance
of taking steps to move forward. Merely wishing for something is not likely to make it so.
Progress can only happen if you decide to give it a go.

With impending graduations, students and parents alike have the chance to step out
of their comfort zones and try new things. From starting college or careers to planning for
retirement and navigating empty nests, every stage of life brings opportunities if only were
willing to try (and try again). So, what will you attempt this year? Here’s to doing so despite
your age ... or your fears.

Angel Morris

North Ellis Co.NOW Editor
angel. morris@nowmagazines.com
(972) 533-7216
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North Ellis Co. NOW
Scavenger Hunt

® Find 5 hidden
Birds

in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).
Email the page numbers and
specific ads where they are
found, plus your phone
number, by May 15th.

To ensure your Scavenger
Hunt answers go in the
drawing, you must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com
One entry per person.

WIN/
$50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:
NOW Magazines
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com

Winner must pick up prize

within 30 days of drawing.
Carrotswere foundon ;5“
pages 3, 5, 6,9 and * "L}
Back Cover. E

April winner is:
Cheryl Cortez - $50 Cash
from NOW Magazines
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RED OAK RESIDENTS MILITARY PERSONNEL
and/or VETERANS, get

Receive
$50 OFF 10% OFF
with promo code: DUMP ST RS with promo code:
RedOakNTX WASTE SERVICES 4RCOUNTRYMEN
IN BUSINESS SINCE 2020! A
ISAAC: 972-730-7091
WWW.NTXDUMPSTARS.COM
MARISOL: 469-543-5784
= Dumpsters for clean-ups, preservation,
evictions, demos and recycling.
ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE.

With low rates, personalized
Dumpsters sizes: 15, 30 & 40 yards

service, and a local office
near you, it makes sense to
switch to GEICO.

Residential and Commercial Pest Services
Locally Family Owned and Operated i

15% OFF

NEW Pest Services

Jennifer Reed ; sol!
w..?nlti.. NEEU ;Hablamos Espafiol! Take advantage of our numerous, affordable
geico.com/desoto-reed Norvices andiany discadhits kI uding spacials

1001 N I-35E, DeSoto GE'CD for seniors, military, single parents, and police

469-801-2700 LOCAL OFFICE and fire personnel.
972-795-4371 » elliscountypest.com
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WINNER!

4 K
. - % g
v - = i +x 7o - o
INTERACTIVE FUN FOR EVERYONE!
Jousting, Birds of Prey, 20 Stages of Non-Stop Entertainment,
Artisan Marketplace, Artisan Demos, Fun For Kids!
UPCOMING THEMED WEEKENDS:
Live the Fantasy: May 3 & 4, Chivalry Weekend May 10 & 11,
Kids Free on Mother’s Day, Legends of the Seas May 17 & 18,
and the Last Huzzah May 24,25, & 26
| was so happy to win. The
GET DISCOUNT TICKETS AT TOM THUMB & ALBERTSONS TODAY! scavenger hunt heIPEd me
with my memory because

SRFESTIVAL.COM e 4 of my recent medical
issues.” - Jessica Cantu

BT A T kL L

In Waxahachie - Just 30 Minutes South of Downtown Dallas
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PLU

We work with YOUR schedule Family owned & operated

Fair & upfront pricing

We value communication

469-820-9288 ol i

www.optionsplumbing.co

_OPTIONS

MBING

Over 400 five star reviews

m Austin, TX 78765 ® RMP36675

Any Service

Coupon can not be combined with

C<UPON

other discounts
EXPIRES MAY 31, 2025

B:00 am - 6:00 pm* 7.

Sat- Sun
By APPOINTMENT

BARBERSHOP

www.vagaro.com/theheadshop
i A Stress Rellewng Experience. Natural, Healthy & Professmnal

T
Mon - Fri 30%

+ (B 214-949-7047 '
0 F F ©) 840 Dlvidend Road_
v Midlothian Texas

We Have the Best Pottery

- { SPRING SALE h
& 10% OFF J

ALL POTTERY

/' ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SPECIALS

bt Find the

website!

<’/ 469-820-9013

Perfect Home and Garden Décor.
| 101 TRACY LN., WAXAHACHIE, TX

Custom Emhmldery and More

CAMPUZAN 0

mexican food

Expires 5/31/25 NEC
E MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH THE $6.99 ENCHILADA SPECIAL, !

SLOFF

Visit our Waxahachie
and Cedar Hill locations
« Dallas (Oak Lawn) -

CampuzanoMexicanFood.com
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Red Oak Mayor Dr. Mark Stanfill has experienced the city’s evolution firsthand after moving here
in 1979. “We've definitely had growth with the widening of roads, housing developments and new
school buildings. | remember getting a grocery store was a big deal!” he recalled. “And now, with the
movie theater and sports fields, the whole family can find nearly everything you need in Red Oak.”

Mayor Stanfill graduated from Red Oak High School in 1983 and went on to earn his degree in bio-medical science toward becoming a
doctor of veterinary medicine from Texas A&M University, where he met his wife, Karen. The couple married and eventually returned to the
area to start a family.

Opening Animal Hospital of Ovilla in 1999, the Stanfills moved from Lancaster to Red Oak to be more engaged in the community. They
became particularly involved with the school district, from where their children, Ellen and Benjamin, would go on to graduate. “Karen held
many volunteer roles, including serving as PTA president and with the ROISD Education Foundation,” Mayor Stanfill listed. The couple are
founding members of the foundation, and Mayor Stanfill served on its board for eight years before becoming a school board member for
14 years.

“Local politics wasn’t on my radar until | was asked to fill an empty school trustee position 20 years ago. | really enjoyed serving the
community that way,” Mark shared. “Then the position of mayor became available at a critical time for the growth of our city, so | ran
for mayor.”

Working with the city council, the mayor has helped Red Oak navigate change. “There will be continued growth in residents, retail and
industrial. We do our best to manage that growth, so it happens at the appropriate speed and in the appropriate places. We are working hard
to keep our police, fire and infrastructure on top of the growth,” he noted.

Two years ago, Mayor Stanfill announced that Red Oak would join Midlothian as home to one of two Google Data Centers in Texas.

In a recent State of the City Address, he joined council members in describing major milestones of 2024. “Expanded housing with new
neighborhood development, plus retail construction were two major areas of note in the last year. The Legacy Square Development is home
to B&B Theatres, with bowling, arcade, a full-service restaurant and indoor/outdoor recreation. Take 5 Oil Change and Seven Brew Coffee
were notable openings. Schneider Electric completed a 100,000 square-foot facility, joining the Google and Compass data center projects.”

Red Oak Senior Citizen Community Center saw many updates. A new walking trail opened behind Mulberry Court and Ash Street, joining
other trails with upgraded solar lighting. Watkins Park basketball court was resurfaced, also receiving solar lighting. Red Oak Public Library
introduced a Maker Space with 3-D printers, sewing and embroidery machines, plus new grant-funded digital learning stations.

With an eye toward future growth, the Methodist Pump Station ground storage tank completion added 1.5 million gallons of water
capacity. The city’s Pavement Management Plan upgraded a number of roadways. Internal technology advancements improved city
operations, including enhanced cyber security for data protection and upgraded fiber circuitry for service delivery.



The city reported strides in equipment
and employment for police and fire
personnel, including a crime victim liaison,
a crime scene drone team, a mobile
security trailer and a brush truck for
wildland fire response.

“Supporting city staff and funding key
projects while keeping our tax rate low
requires strategic planning and sound
financial management,” Mayor Stanfill
underscored. “Red Oak is well prepared
to manage growth, embrace new
opportunities and maintain its current ad
valorem property tax rate of $0.696886.”

The mayor said S&P Global upgraded
Red Oak’s long-term bond rating to AA+,
the second highest rating a city can achieve
toward fiscal responsibility.

This year, construction of a third fire
station will begin on the west side of I-35
and upgrades to the Animal Care and
Control facility are planned. Construction
of the 1.5 million-gallon Daubitz Elevated
Storage Tank will begin, more than
doubling the city’s elevated water storage.

The Pierce Street Sewer Main
Improvement Project, ongoing road
improvements, plus TxDOT’s Loop 9
construction continue in 2025. A new

9-acre park in the Oaks subdivision and 22-
acre Oaks Trail Park with a workout-equipped
trail are on this year's horizon, too.

Olive Garden restaurant is expected to
join other retail openings, along with a new
7-Eleven at the comer of Cole and Ovilla
roads. Compass Data Center has a second
location planned, while Databank and
Powerhouse have also announced local
tech hubs.

In his seventh year as mayor, Stanfill
can reflect on one of his favorite recent
accomplishments. “Negotiating the
arrangement between ROISD and the
city to develop what is now the new
govermnment center and sports complex
from a vacant school property that couldn’t
be easily utilized by the district was
important,” he said.

The mayor is particularly in tune with
how investment in youth benefits a
community. He served on the board of the
Red Oak Youth Basketball Association, was
an Assistant Scoutmaster for Boy Scout
Troop 524 in Ovilla and has been a youth
leader at Ovilla United Methodist Church.

He knows offering family-friendly
activities plays a big role in attracting
people to Red Oak. July’s Red Oak White

and Blue, Fall Festival, Christmas in Red
Oak and Red Oak Night Out, plus fishing
events and movie nights build a sense of
community. “l love seeing people come
out to our events. The library has a lot of
great events. Sports leagues have enough
fields that they can now play in the city,”
he noted. “It's important that residents
feel connection with the place that they
live, and I think we’re really seeing that in
our town.

“We have strong schools, opportunities
to eat, shop and play, and different types
of housing available,” Mayor Stanfill listed.
“We're ready to build on our momentum,
creating new opportunities and improving
the quality of life for everyone who calls
Red Oak home.” Neny
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If you are an adult who is
afraid of going to the
dentist, or even just a little
extra anxious, Dr. Allala
may be just what you are
looking for. Many adults
may have some pretty
serious anxiety about
going to the dentist.
They'd rather be in pain.
We provide a place to
take care of these
precious people. Serenity
Advanced Dentistry
provides a safe space to
help anxious individuals

receive the treatment they
need, improving lives. For
those without good
insurance, we offer
membership plans and
significant discounts on
implants and dentures.

Say goodbye to missing or failing teeth with fixed dentures!
A permanent, natural-looking smile in just one day.

Schedule with our dental professionals for a FREE consultation, including
x-rays, to determine if you qualify for this life-changing procedure.

DR. ALLALA WILL HELP YOU
GET YOUR SMILE BACK.

Financing WL

Available Advanced
Dentistry

Qe (972) 634-1434 & TheSerenityDentist.com
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Zoomed In:
Me“SSO SpOGlSTrO By Angel Morris

A former Red Oak High School mascot, Melissa Spoelstra’s interests have
turned from hawks to angels. “I started noticing people talking about angels,
seeing the supernatural portrayed in media, and realized | didn’t know that much
about what the Bible says about these creatures,” she shared.

Melissa decided to trace angels from Genesis to Revelation. The end result is a
video study with Lifeway Women releasing in November. “Each participant guide
contains a unique code giving access to all eight teachings associated with this
project, which were filmed with a live audience in Waxahachie,” she explained.

Melissa’s other interests include walking, reading and Jazzercise — things
she’s happy to be able to enjoy near home. After graduating from ROHS, Melissa
attended college in Chicago, where she met the Canadian she would marry. “I
lived in Canada, then Ohio for the next 28 years, until returning home to Texas in
June 2022V

CareFlite offers one of the many service vehicles available for tours at Red Oak’s
annual Touch-A-Truck event.

Around Town

Glenn Heights Mayor Sonja A. Brown
has been appointed to the National
League of Cities Small Cities Council

and the NLC Council on Youth,
Education and Families.

Red Oak Police Officer E Serrano offers
service with a smile during Cops at the
Coop, hosted by Chick-fil-A and the
City of Red Oak.

Zach Stillwell and Ethan Bateman share
a message with visitors to Ovilla Road
Baptist Church’s youth event, WKND.
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ROISD Trustee Sean Kelly shares stories
with students during Read Across
America Day.

A

Laura Corkery, a Certified Life Mastery
Consultant and owner of True You
Living, helps guests delve into their
visions at The VISION Workshop™
held in the Red Oak Area Chamber of
Commerce Conference Room.

The Upsilon Lambda Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc,,
delivers a thank you breakfast to the
Ovilla Police Department.

* Professional Installation + LIFETIME Warranty

+ Headlight Restoration Against Leaks and Defects
* Two windshields for the price of one” * Works with ALL

+ ADAS Calibration Insurance Companies

* Same Day Service & Mobile Services Available

1-Year Warranty, FREE” windshield breakage
replacement & rock chip repair!

Sewer, Water & Gas Repairs
Sewer Video Inspections

Faucet & Toilet
Repair/Replacements

Remodels

WATER HEATERS
DRAIN CLEANINGS
LP CERTIFIED

Serving Midlothian
and Surrounding Areas.

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

SAVE $25
ON ANY REPAIR

(Valid on service calls
of $250 or more.
EXPIRES 5/31/25)

MAINTENANCE SPECIAL!
TANKLESS WATER
HEATER FLUSH

AND INSPECTION
SAVE $25 ON EACH
UNIT SERVICED!
(With existing service ports.
EXPIRES 5/31/25)

SHOLOTHIAN PLUMBING

_ 97277553
\ mfdloplumgirii:%m

......

972-775-5751

WWW.MIDLOPLUMBING.COM
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CookingNOW

[N THE KTTCHEN WITH

AMANDA RANDEL

— By Angel Morris

Amanda Randel began baking at around age 12 and has appreciated
it ever since. “I've always loved baking cookies. My grandma would
make seasonal cookies with the grandkids when we were little, and we
looked forward to it every season,” she recalled.

Amanda and her husband, Aaron, moved to Midlothian from Cedar
Hill almost three years ago. The mom of two young daughters, she has
been a hairdresser in Red Oak for seven years, sometimes gifting her
clients with homemade treats. “My grandmother not only taught me to
enjoy baking,” Amanda shared, “but also the joy of making delicious
baked goods to share with others!”

Lemon Loaf Cake

Cake:

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 3.4-0z. box instant lemon pudding mix
1/2 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. baking soda

1/2 tsp. salt

3 eggs

1 cup sugar

2 Tbsp. butter, softened

I tsp. vanilla extract

2 tsp. lemon extract

1/3 cup fresh lemon juice
1/2 cup vegetable oil

3/4 cup sour cream

Zest of 1 lemon

Frosting:
3 Tbsp. butter, soft but not melted
3 Tbsp. lemon juice

I tsp. lemon extract
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar

1. For cake: Preheat the oven to 350 E

Line the bottom of a 5x9-inch loaf pan
with parchment paper. Spray the pan and
parchment paper with nonstick baking
spray; set aside.

2. In a mixing bowl, combine the first

5 ingredients.

3. With a stand or hand mixer, combine the
remaining ingredients, except the zest. Mix
until evenly combined.

4. Gradually add the dry ingredients to the
wet, scraping the sides of the bowl. Add the
lemon zest; mix until just combined.

5. Pour into the pan. Bake 55 minutes, or
until the center is fully set, and a toothpick
inserted comes out crumb-free.

6. Cool in the pan 5-10 minutes. Run a
knife around the sides of the pan, invert and

remove from the pan, removing parchment
paper from the bottom. Finish cooling on a
wire rack.

7. For frosting: Combine the butter, lemon
juice and lemon extract with a hand or
stand mixer. Gradually add the powdered
sugar, beating until smooth and creamy.

8. Evenly spread over the loaf top.
Refrigerate to set the frosting completely
before slicing. Refrigerate leftovers in an
airtight container.

Browned Butter Chocolate
Chip Cookies

14 Tbsp. unsalted butter (divided use)
3/4 cup brown sugar, packed

1/2 cup granulated sugar

1 tsp. salt

2 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

I egg, plus 1 yolk

1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 tsp. baking soda

3/4 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
4 oz. bittersweet chocolate, chunked
Sea salt (optional)

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F. Prepare 2
large baking sheets with parchment paper.
Place 4 Tbsp. butter in a large mixing bowl;
set aside.
2. Set a medium heavy-bottomed
saucepan over medium-high heat; melt the
remaining butter, about 2-3 minutes, then
whisk constantly until it begins to sizzle,
then foam. The butter will become golden
brown with a nutty aroma. Note: Do not let
it burn!
3. Remove from heat; pour over the
butter in the large mixing bowl. Stir until
completely melted
4. Add the sugars, salt and vanilla; whisk
until combined. Add the egg and yolk,
whisking until smooth, about 30 seconds.
Let stand 3 minutes.
5. Meanwhile, in a small mixing bowl,
whisk together the flour and baking soda.
6. Whisk the butter with sugar mixture for
30 seconds. Let stand 3 minutes.
7. Stir the flour mixture into the large
bowl; mix until just combined. Fold in the
chocolate chips and chocolate chunks.
8. Create balls of dough 3 Tbsp. in size.
Place 6 cookie dough balls on each sheet,
sprinkling with sea salt. Bake 12-14 minutes,
rotating the sheet halfway through. Cool on
sheets for 2-3 minutes before transferring to
a wire rack to cool completely.
T p

~et o

LOVE o cook&\"é

or know someone
[, WHO DOES?
M
7
<" yourrecipes! &5
Email us at
angel.morris@nowmagazines.com
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Financial goals aren’t achieved overnight.

Your financial goals are unique, and we want to help turn your
ideal future into a reality. That’s why we’ll build personal
connections throughout our relationship.

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
tallored to your specific needs.

Robert D Collins

Financial Advisor

L | 105 Ovilla Creek Ct, Ste 300
Qvilla, TX 75154

469-547-1666

breakfast or lunch
al Gravy
with Mom
all month long!

Present this ad to spin the wheel and win a pr.ize'."f 4

GRaAVY

ahD MORE...
469-405-7757 www.gravyandmore. 0N merm

Open Dail L

Shee o 205 South Main Street #19-05, Red Oak

: : FD eat@gravyandmore.com ﬁ www.facebook.com/gravyandmore El
Closed Sundays 4 Check out Zucchs for dinner.

Call us for all your

CATERING NEEDS.

Feaiburs
14 LIVE POLKR“BANDS
incLuoine BRAVE COMBO,

KING & QUEEN POLKA
DANCE CONTEST,
POLKAFEST RUN,

PARADE, CZECH FOOD,
VENDORS, KOLACHE
EATING CDNTEST

' COUNTRY CONCERT
We./

NATIONALPOLKAFESTIVAL.COM
ENNIS, TX | 3@

(!Iﬁ"iiﬁnu @
PREMIER Dselind

A

wianeuee  LANDMARK
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TIME TO MTM
UPDATE Countertops

YOUR KITCHEN?

COME SEE OUR
IN-STOCK
QUARTZ SELECTIONS!
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

MON-FRI: 8AM - 5PM
OPEN SATURDAYS 10-2

Granite, marble & quartz fabricator for kitchen

daltile & bathroom countertops.
O N E Extensive color selection combines beauty,
oA SURFABES function & elegance for any bathroom or kitchen!
American . . .
Made « FREE Estimates « Competitive Pricing

 Up to 15-year Warranty on Some Products

2460 Hwy. 287 N. « Mansfield

(Northbound service road - between Callendar Rd. & Turner-Warnell)

For more info call 817.477.8663
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