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o D F w ; Dr. Pedro F. Franco, DDS

Dr. Kamyar Giglou, DMD

Dr. Drew Havard, DDS

Dr. Ahmed Zaidi, DMD

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

DENTAL WISDOM
IMPLANTS TEETH

WE ACCEPT MOST
INSURANCES MEDICAID & CHIP

LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU SMILE
THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Ennis @ Mesquite = Irving
2200B W. Ennis Ave. 2101 N. Belt Line Rd. 2727 N. O'Connor Rd.
Suite B ” Suite B y Irving , TX 75062
Ennis , TX 75119 Mesquite , TX 75150
P:(972) 875-7616 P:(972) 270-6617 P:(972) 594-7414
F:(972) 875-7T618 F:(972) 270-8381 F:[(972) 594-1834
[=] “'E g  [m]
pe [=]
Hablamos Espanol
FOLLOW OUR
SOCIAL MEDIA
Visit our Website ﬂ o
www.dfwoms.com @DFWOMS
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COME VISIT US

SE HABLA
ESPANOL

i |

Dé!iv&ring fhe promise of
Iender home to our community

When you make Ennis home,
our team is here to be your guide.

helid

CITY REA

102 W ENNIS
mortgage AVENUE
s ENNIS , TX 75119

101 NW Main St., Ennis, TX | 972-878-2222 | www.citytxrealestate.com
Offices also located in Waxahachie, Midlothian, Corsicana and Red Oak.

Janle Hendrix Melissa Montelonge Destines Rudd Shellie Smiley York Jessica Braddock
Broker Assoclate Realter Realtor Realtor Realtor
B17.271.07 20 114.399.9044 S71.640.8643 4692455274 114.389.4670

Marlene Noreross Shirtey Martinez tason York
Realtor Realtar Broher Assoclate Healtor
4609.693.5277 B17.913.3693 124314413 477742 5763 DR s

Becky Herrera




Ennis Regionl MEDICAL CENTER Services:

Emergency Services
24-hour physician staffing
24-hour emergency dept.
Level IV trauma designation
Chest pain accredited

Surgical Services
Qutpatient surgery
Surgery suites
Recovery room
Endoscopy/Gl suite
General surgery

Diagnostic Imaging Services
Diagnostic radiclogy

General and vascular ultrasound
Mammography

Fluoroscopy

Muclear medicine

Cl

MRl

Bone density

Stress testing
Medical specialties
Internal medicine
Family medicine
General surgery
Pathology
Radiology

ICU

Med-surg

Acute Care Services
Med-surg unit
Telemetry monitoring

Other Services

Pharmacy

Laberatory 24-hour service

Cytology lab

Health education

Case management/utilization review
Chaplain services/ volunteer program
OP infusion services

Ennis Regional

MEDICAL CENTER

Emipowered by SclonHealth

Rehabilitative services
Outpatient rehabilitation
Physical therapy
Occupational therapy
Swallow studies
Therapeutic exercise
Elecfrical stimulation

Cold compression
Ergonomic evaluation/training
Manual therapy

Hand therapy

Wellness

Dry needling

Pelvic therapy

Low level laser

Vestibular balance training
Cardiac rehab

Cardiopulmenary Services
EKG
Pulmonary function testing

Be well. Live well. That's why we're here.
2201 W. Lampasas St. Ennis, TX. 75119 « 972-875-0900 « EnnisRegional.com
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Dr. Sudha Lakhwani DDS & Associates
(972) 875-2501

For Patients wlth

No Insurance

Full Mouth Deep Cleariing $500 Limited Exam & X-ray
Simple Cleaning $75 with a single extraction

Toothache Visit ©1 Dental Checkup ©  Eciudes widom seet B s gl ohinicinsi

[ walld with amy other offers. Expires 5/51/24 8 Not valid with amy oer offers. Expires 5731124 Expiness 5/31/24 [Expleas 573124

Tuesday - Friday 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday 9 AM - 3 PM
Dr. SUDHA LAKHWANI DDS & Associate

® oY

iHahlamos.
HE]E

Now Accepting United Healthcare
Dual Complete (Medicaid/Medicare),
E‘I} Humana Gold Plus, Cigna Health Spring Medicaid,
@ Denta Quest Superior Star Plus Medicaid,
All Medicaid, CHIP & PPO insurances
1012 E. Ennis Ave Suite C We afso accept Care Credit and Sunbit
En I'IiS, TX75119 Walk-ins & Same-day Emergencies.

Samnply prces onty. Actial prces may vary bated on thi dental condition of the patan
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Street dancing is a Polka Festival
fradition.
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MEG SULLIVAN MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

LOCATED INSIDE
ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

B02 West Lampasas Streer » Ennis, Tx 75119
P: 972.875.4700

__ JOHN M. SULLIVAN, M.D.

Lumps/Bumps

r'h"lil"'lil‘-"lqﬂ!}' I

d Proce
Colonoscopy & Endosce

Laparascopic Gallbladder

LOCATED INGIDE

ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

802 West Lampasas Street Ennis, Texas 75119
p: 972.875.4700
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EDITOR'S NOTE

It’s festival season!

Ennis continues to attract large crowds this time of year for the festivals we have,
and while not one to repeat annually, the eclipse was massive, wasn't it? The benefit
to our tourism will be hard to measure. There were just so many people here, and
they were from all over the world, some traveling as many as 7000 miles one way.

Our Welcome Center, tourism staff and Chamber of Commerce work diligently
every spring to bring quality entertainment, craft vendors and food vendors during
these special events. There are other volunteer committees hard at work as well. |
know the National Polka Festival Committee will start working on next year’s event
almost as soon as this one ends. The Bluebonnet Festival, Cinco de Mayo and Blues
on Main committees also put a lot of time into making the events the best they can
be for our residents, as well as for our guests.

Our tourism director, Becky McCarty, has shared that many visitors come for one
event, learn of the next one while they are here, and make plans for a return trip. She
has also shared that some of these visitors find something special enough in Ennis
that they choose to become our neighbors.

Enjoy these events. When you meet our out-of-town guests, let them know how
Bill Smith much more Ennis has to offer.

EnnisNOW Editor
bill.smith@nowmagazines.com

(972)843-1323

Vitame Vds! Welcome!

ST. JOSEPH
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
WAXAHACHIE

NOW ENROLLING
PRE-K 3 THROUGH 8TH GRADE
for the 2024

and sea why

your child will love being a Knight!

Call us fo sehedule a tour or scan the QR cade for

more IFI‘I'CIEI"I'I-:IEI-:I!'I.
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@ JamesHardie

OPEN POSITIONS:
Machine Operator e Forklift Drivers
Industrial Maintenance Mechanics ¢ Electricians

BENEFITS:
e Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance (Medical, Dental, and Vision)
¢ Parental Leave
e Up to 6% company match on 401(k) contributions
e Charitable matching program
e Free lunch Fridays
* And more

To apply go to: hitps://careers.jameshardie.com

FREE Hearing Screenings every Thursday!
Call to schedule.

ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

802 W.Lampasas, Ennis e 972-875-4700

See all we do at EnnisDocs.com Open: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, 8 am-5pm; Thurs, 8 am-6:30 pm; Sat 8:30 am - 11:30 am
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1/2 PRICE DRAFT BEER

DURING LOCALLY TELEVISED
PRO SPORTS GAMESﬁ
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Wi RULTRA

HAPPY HOUR | BEVERAGES
| ———

%
. 2-6pm Every Day

Gy S

Late nght I(ll:chen

Sunday, May 5 P

Cinco lila Mayt:__ T THE
GAMEROOM

Drink specials all night

00

Sunday, May 12
FREE Mo_thers Day Mimosas
(While supplies last) Mon day, May 27
Saturday, May 18 Memorial Day
1 FREE Mini Melt cup w/

Armed Forces Day
HALF price pizza for all military purchase of a meal basket
(Must show valid military ID) (SAT-SUN-MON)

SHOT & DRINK
SPECIALS ALL MONTH!

RIDAY NIGHTS
PHENOM!
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e

~ EVERVIPRIBRY NIGHT
8 BALL TOURNAMENT
$10 ENTRY

$10 SIDE POT
SIGN UP AT 7:30PM POOL
WE'RE HIRING!

469-881-1022 EnnisGameroom.com
DGSH 807 West Lake Bardwell Drive * Ennis @

LOUNGE




Relaxing near cool, clear water on a warm summer day describes a lot of our ideas of a
good time, and in Ennis, there may be no better place than the completely renovated Tyrs
Pool at the Sokol. The pool was dedicated and named when it was originally constructed
in 1972 after Miroslav Tyrs, the founder of the first Sokol in Prague, CZ, in 1862.

For almost 50 years, the pool hosted members and guests for pool parties, fitness events and open swimming, but the years
had taken its toll on the facility, and after closing for a while during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Sokol leadership decided it
was time for a major renovation. “We had tried resurfacing the pool three or four years before that, but it was really time for a
major upgrade,” Assistant Pool Manager Judi Tabb mentioned.

Joanna Wilson is the pool manager, and she also served as project manager for the renovation, in addition to serving as
physical director at Sokol. “Physical fitness is our primary mission,” Joanna offered. “The Sokol website includes this in the
organization’s mission statement, ‘Our mission is to provide fitness and community for individuals and family through physical,
educational, cultural and social programs.” When we built the pool, we recognized it fit well within our mission statement.”

Michelle Slovak is the current president of Ennis Sokol. She interjected, “During COVID, we discussed whether we should try
to renovate the pool or to close it down for good. We went to the membership, and it was a unanimous vote to work toward
renovation. They did not want to close the pool. From there, we went forward to ‘Save the pool’ fundraising. We had a quote of
$75,000, which was just for resurfacing the pool. That is when an anonymous donor contacted my husband, David, indicating
they were possibly interested in helping us. Then David, the donor and our treasurer at the time, Ray Elleven, had a meeting,
and the donor confirmed they would be donating. Their contribution was about 99 percent of the final cost of the project.”

Judi added, “Before we closed the pool for the pandemic, we thought the cost might be $45,000-$50,000. The donor made
that donation back then and was all in on the total renovation that we completed last year”

Joanna said the pool renovation was about $755,000, plus the renovations to the pool house and concession area, awnings,
fences and miscellaneous items. “The final project cost was about $850,000,” she recalled. “The pool has a smooth floor now,
and that is an improvement over the prior pool. There are nice chairs for lounging, and a picnic area is available to rent that is
very popular. We continue to make improvements, and we have a lot of good ideas for more concession items this year.”
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VY
NAVARRO

—CONTRACTING —

N

General Construction
Roofing - Remodels « Pools
Commercial - Residential

Cody Navarro *« Corey Navarro
101 NW MAIN ST. = ENNIS

f

‘?'
Academy,
A Safe Place to land T ~

972-875-8753

Open Monday - Friday 6AM - 6:30PM
6 weeks to 12 years
1700 CEDAR RUN = ENNIS, TX 75119

We take CCS and are on the food program
AED (Automatic Exlernal Defibrillator)
with staff trained and ceriified o use
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The Sokol organization is much
more than the pool, and all of those
involved with the pool honor the
Czech culture and the other activities
that the organization offers. Michelle
suggested, “We have a lot of Czech
families in Sokol, but we are more
inclusive and want other families to
feel welcome here also. We continue
to teach our heritage. The Ellis
County Czech Heritage Society meets
here monthly in our clubroom. Our
museum and library are managed
by Liz Moucka Krajca, and they are
always open. Of course, we have
participated in the National Polka
Festival since the beginning, and we
have hosted the Ennis Czech Music
Festival since its inception, also. We
also had a great Super Bowl Party. The
Heritage Society has movie nights in
the clubroom.”

The Sokol gymnastics program is
well-known, and Joanna mentioned
that there currently isn’t another
gymnastics program in town. “We are
very affordable and family friendly.”

Judi added, “We have a family
heritage that continues to grow. My
daughter started gymnastics at age
2, and now she teaches in the gym
and is also a lifeguard at the pool.
We teach our kids to volunteer and
be involved with events like the
Polka Festival. They learn to set up
equipment in the gym, and they learn
to be leaders. Jennifer’s daughter is 9
years old and already wants to start
coaching. These are some of the
things that make us successful.”

Michelle addressed Sokol
membership, saying, “We probably
lost 25 percent of our members
during COVID. We wanted to keep
the hall open, but there was almost no
income during that time. We do not
have any source of income other than




membership dues and what we make
from social events and hall rentals.
Since we opened the pool, we have
had 164 new members join. We would
love to see that double this year. We
had 200 pool passes issued last year,
and that number could double as well.

We also gained 16 new gym members
as a result of the pool.”

Opening the pool in 2023 was
successful, but at the same time,
there were some struggles. “The
weather was crazy last year,” Joanna
remembered. “There were a lot of
cool, rainy, even stormy days. The
pool is heated, but even our very
committed ladies that came for water
aerobics didn’t like how cool it was
when they were out of the water.”

Judi said the future could include
party heaters. “We had parties all
through the month of July, including a
good crowd for Independence Day.”

The pool offers daily passes for
members and guests, and season
passes are available from May 28 to
October. There is also information
on the website about pool party
reservations with various rates based
on the number of people attending
and length of the party.

The pool has American Red Cross
Certified Lifeguards, and Jennifer
Wilson, assistant pool manager,
mentioned that younger swimmers
must pass a swimming test and receive
an arm band that lets them into the
deeper end of the pool.

Sokol’s Olympic-size swimming
pool is surely the place to be this
summer. Concessions include chips,
chocolate candy, drinks, hot dogs and
ice cream. Go visit the Sokol pool. Let
poolside be your best side! Nem¥

Editor’s Note: Membership information
for joining Sokol is on their website at
www.sokolennis.com.

903.600.1072 GLSurveying.com

GRIFFIN

LAND SURVEYING

DAVID S. GRIFFIN, RPLS
= Topographic & Boundary Surveys
* Construction Staking
* Land Development & Platting

903 W. Ennis Ave., S5te. 4, Ennis

|Joshua |8:8

s adihon b

o )
c&’/{ ternel U {

FUNERAL HOME

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE

Professional Services 20} pauge ( asker | VisimaoonsWake

hapel or Church Se | Hearse | Famuly Car

One-Hundred Color Programs | Acknowledement Cards
i
+—--G\|@’1@a-_+
DIRECT CREMATIONS

(972) 875-8688

(}MOHE INFO

EternalRestFuneral.com
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LAg#BOY
Comfort

I, F iy

300 N. Beaton St
milesfurniturecompany.com

' #
Lol (Corsicard (903) 874-8285

Cattle & Horse Feed | All Stock Feed | Coastal Hay
Alfalfa Hay | Horse Tack | Diamond Dog Food | Supplies

972-825-6567 % 2211 S. KAUFMAN ST., ENNIS

Now More In Stock | Open Weekdays Plus Saturday | Cody Fisher, Owner K
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Pecans, Candies & Pecan Pies!

New Crop of Pecans Available!

Green Tree Pecan ..
Company |
Est.1984 P R ¥
Seasonal Gift Items . - o,
Inside & Qutside Decor ' %@

New Crop Pecans

Walnuts
Almonds . .
S———— NEW ITEMS ADDED
ried Frui
. REGULARLY!
Peanut & Pecan Brittle We also carry fishing bait,
Pecan Pies fishing supplies and home decor.
Fried Pies SERVING LUNCH DAILY
. Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and
Chocolate Candies Sandwiches Made with Fresh
Jams & Jellies Sliced Meat from Our Deli Counter
Satces Providing the Freshest Pecans
for 35 Years!
Vegetable Plants DRSS

“Gor J mn&tmh&m&de&ﬂwgﬁw &omiti«a ﬂwwaﬁ-
Gedﬁomadmﬂaﬂfb mmwﬁ&fw’%." ~ Romans 1:16

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. | Sat. Hours: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

903-345-2535 | Hwy. 31 W., Powell, TX

Owners: Kim & Dennis Bancroft | HACC Compliant
If You Can’t Get in to See Us... Check Out Our Website!
WWW.GREENTREEPECAN.COM



BusinessNOW

Ennis
Smiles

— By Bill Smith

Ennis Smiles

1012 E. Ennis Avenue, Ste. C

Ennis, TX 75119

(972) 875-2501

ennissmiles@gmail.com
www.ennissmiles.com
https://www.facebook.com/EnnisSmiles/

Hours: Tuesday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Sunday-Monday: Closed

While it may be unusual for one to set their career path
at such a young age, Dr. Aastha knew from age 12 that she
would one day fulfill her dream of practicing dentistry. “I
always knew that | wanted to be in health care, and | knew

I wanted to work with my hands,” she recalled. “I was born
in India and moved to Zambia for most of my youth,
graduating from high school there.

“Health care in Zambia is limited, and the only time most
people go to the dentist there is when they have a
significant problem and are in pain. | experienced that as a
child, and, thankfully, | was referred to a dentist. They were
able to treat a painful infection. Eventually | had braces, and
it produced a great confidence boost in my life. I learned
the value of seeing a dentist at an early age.”

Dr. Aastha completed a degree in cellular and molecular
biology at Louisiana State University before graduating
from the University of Maryland School of Dentistry. After
her graduation, she completed another year in advanced
training for general dentistry. “Continuing education is
important,” she said. “I recently completed a six-day course
in Dallas on dental implants, and the training was both

www.nowmagazines.com 14 EnnisNOW May 2024




classroom and hands-on. We have
group training of our office staff, and |
am also able to speak with my college
professors and other dentists that |
consider to be mentors.”

Ennis Smiles takes a comprehensive
approach to the patient’s dental health,
offering a broad range of services
including cleaning, fillings, root canals,
clear aligner therapy, crowns, implants
and dentures. The practice is designed
to appeal to the whole family. “It is
never too early or too late to begin
taking care of your oral health,” Dr.
Aastha emphasized. “We want to
collaborate with our patients and their
families to develop a plan that can
address any immediate problem they
may have, then work on preventing
future problems.

“There are a number of reasons why
some people are hesitant to go to the
dentist. Some are fearful about the
procedures, or afraid that the dentist
may judge them for the poor habits
they may have had. We want the
community to know that this is a
‘judgement free zone,” and that our
interest is in improving and
maintaining their oral health.”

The office staff at Ennis Smiles is
friendly and welcoming. There are
three assistants who work with Dr.
Aastha and two employees who work
primarily in the front office. Dr. Aastha
explained that all of the employees are
cross-trained, and everyone is
constantly learning new skills.

“We want our patients to enjoy
coming to see us. We want children to
think coming to the dentist is fun,” she
said with a smile. “We are not about
seeing a great number of patients
every day where we do not really get
to know them and have the
opportunity to partner with them for
their future dental needs. One of my
mentors emphasized that our dental
practice is not about numbers, and the
patient’s care is our first priority.

“Ennis is our home, and we love it
here. | like the small town, and | feel |
am needed here. | enjoy the
bluebonnets, the local festivals and the
local restaurants. The community has
been nice and friendly. We love
welcoming new patients, and our goal
is to help them get the smile they
deserve. We work on that goal
together, and | continue to learn more
about Ennis from them!”

GREAT SERVICE. GREAT PRICES.
CALL U5 TODAY!

HAPPY
MOTHER 'S
DAY

BOB WALKER
INSURANCE

119 SW MAIN, ENNIS, TX

Family friendly service for over 50 years

CALL NOW
972.875.2321

Se habla Ezpanacl

BobWalkerlnsuranceTX.com

525 FI.IHCHASE CAMPUZANO
Expires $7312

and Cedar Hill locations
- Dallas (Oak Lawn) -

‘CampuzanoMexicanFood.com

-
I
[}
)
]
]
]
i
]
[}
]
]
]
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Ask About Our
Dental Savings Plan

« Cleanings & Exams » Digital X-rays

= Whitening » 3-D X-rays

« Crowns & Bridges - Veneers

« Dental Implants  «Fillings

» Root Canals « Night Guards
« Extractions = Nitrous Oxide

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Mark Morgan, DDS

Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-665¢

Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!

¥ @ ®Pin
morgandentistry.co




EXPERIENCE

the it o Hur

WITH

SPECIALIZING IN

« Lived in Color - Copper/Reds
» Color Corrections - Smoothing Treatments
- Extensions » Curly Gals

To book, call/text
972-351-7698

469-585-1371  Finduson ©

isha & Co. 800 W. Lampasas, Ennis

Salon = Spa

Celebrate and honor those for Memorial Day

ONE-TIME
Light your home INSTALLATION.

with ease today! l-lFlf"IHE USE

* Permanent Install
* Color Changing

Program
for Any Holiday
== or Occasion

P : .
e y ’:xi?% .,

' muniﬂtm H% : ﬁu;nn;nn t.wn\ﬁ" A::EI;TQ__Iﬂ;mHﬁ
i@\ SCAN TO GET PRICING NOW! MEMGRML DAY SPECIAL

817.646.6291 <o & 19 99% OFF

trimlightdfw.com/now 1201LF) Must presen tis o

Mot valkd with obhe -Alﬂl-| FANS 24
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, Ennis &

Parade Route

Downiown Stage | Pro (Beer) Pavilion
B Ari: & Crafts, Food, Kids Activities

Bdoebonnet Market (Saturday Only)

B innis Wedcome Center and
Emnls Chamber informatson Headguariers
Czech Halls [KJT, Spast, & Sokof)
Liwr Podls Barsdh in Aar Comditioned [lance alls,
(o Alushelic Beverages iod Coedh Food
Shistilie Service - Ta & From Downtows
@ (202 MW iy 2 - iy Yielcarms Cemter ],
and the Caech Hath (IT, SPY5T, & Soleal]

SR

PRESENTED BY L » ‘ Wi
CORONA PREMIER L ™
®

15 LIVE POLKR BANDS
INCLUDING BRAVE COMBO,
KING & QUEEN
POLKA DANCE CONTEST,
¢ POLKAFEST RUN,

PARADE, CZECH FOOD,
DOWNTOWN VENDORS, KOLACHE ERTING
CONTEST, AND THE SARTURDAY NIGHT
JOSH RBEOTT BAND COUNTRY CONCERT

NATIONALPOLKAFESTIVAL.COM
ENNIS, TX | nEas

ADMISSION:

(ne daily admission includes all participating halls: KIT, SPIST and Sokol,
[losh Abbott Band Country Concert admission is additional.)
Tickets availabbe online at ww wonationalpolkafestival.com,

Children 12 and under are FREE
Friday, May 24: 59
Saturday, May 25: 514

Saturday, May 25: Josh Abbott Band Country Concert
545 Day of Concert /540 in Advance

Sunday, May 26: 511
3-Day: 530

Downtown Activities: FREE



1%~ ENNIS TEXAS 2, .

SPRING & SUMMER 2024

Bluebonnet Market
Every Saturday
April - October

Saturday Mornings
at Minnie
Every Saturday
April - October

National Polka
Festivale
May 24-26

Ennis

Freedom Fest
June 29

\

visitennistexas.com | Ennis Y'all Mobile App = X A
@visitennistexas @downtownennistx e Blachonnel speritof Toxas



NATIONAL POLKA FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Sokol [l sPIST Lodge #25 KJT Auditorium

{2622 E. Hwy. 34, Ennis) {1901 E. Ennis Ave., Ennis) {1216 5. Paris 5t Ennis)

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

11:30 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
2:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
8:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
B:30 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - B:15 p.m.
1:30p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.- 11:30 p.m.

Parade in Downtown Ennis
Saturday, May 25, 2024 - Start Time: 10:00 a.m.

Floats, bands and colorful costumes will kick-off the
downtown festivities. The parade traditionally includes
something for visitors of all ages. Enjoy the music of our
polka bands riding on decorated floats or the sounds
of our award-winning Ennis High School Marching Band.
The Shriners make their annual appearance, as well
as celebrities, public officials, motorcycles, horseback
riders, clowns, kids and seniors! This giant parade twists
through historic downtown Ennis and is sure to please.
This year’s theme is “Ennis Proud ... Polka Loud!”

EVENT / BAND

FRIDAY, MAY 24, 2024

Pardubicka Muzika
Moravians
King & Queen Dance Contest (sponsored by SPIST Home Office)

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2024

Polka Parade
Arts & Crafts, Food, & Pivo/Beer Pavilion
Czech Melody Masters
Praha Brothers
Pardubicka Muzika
Street Dance - Texas Sound Check
Kolache Eating Contest (sponsored by KJT Home Office)
The Fabulous Six
Dujka Brothers
Ennis Czech Boys
Vaneks of West
Alpenmuzikanten
Brave Combo
Czechaholics
Country Concert - Josh Abbott Band w/ special guest Alex Meixner

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2024

Polka Mass
KBEC Polka Party Live Broadcast: with Jodie Mikula Orchestra
Arts & Crafts, Food, & Pivo/Beer Pavilion
Pardubicka Muzika
Street Dance - Czechaholics
Czech & Then Some [ Alex Meixner
Dujka Brothers
Brave Combo

13th Annual Kolache Eating Contest

PLACE

Sokol
Sokol

Sokol

Downtown Ennis
Downtown Ennis
Sokol

KJT Auditorium
SPJST Lodge #25
Dewntown Ennis
Deowntown Stage
S5PJ5T Lodge #25
Sokol

KJT Auditorium
S5PJST Lodge #25
Downtown Ennis
KJT Auditorium
SPIST Lodge #25
Sokol

St John Church

Sakol

Downtown Ennis

KJT Auditerium

Downtown Ennis

KJT Auditorium
Sokol

KJT Auditorium

OF COIE

—

Sponsored by the KIT Home Office

Saturday, May 25, 2024 - Start Time: 1:00 p.m.
Downtown Stage

Don’t miss the annual Kolache Eating Contest! Prizes
will be awarded for Men’s, Women'’s, Youth Boy and
Youth Girl Individual Champion. Registration Ends:
Noon, Friday at the Chamber of Commerce, or noon
Saturday at the Downtown Stage.

2024 National Polka Festival Special Section
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Andy Mikula remembers listening to
polka bands play well before his father
started the Jodie Mikula Orchestra in 1967
“Dad used to take us to dances at the old
‘SP’ (SPJST) hall long before the prior hall
burned in 1970,” he recalled. “We would be
there late into the night.”

Jodie had played the accordion before he joined the Army
during World War II. “Dad wanted us to learn music, and
Raymond Zapletal taught my brothers, Ken and Nick, to play
the coronet. | was drawn to the drums,” Andy said. “While
we were learning the basics of music, Dad surprised us all
when he produced an old accordion and started playing
some old Czech songs. Originally, Dad just wanted to get
together and play. His Uncle Frank also played the accordion,
and in 1967 they decided to start playing together as a band.
| guess the first ‘professional gig’ we played was for Edwin
Mikula’s wedding. Edwin is Uncle Frank’s son.”

The band goes all the way back to the very first National
Polka Festival in Ennis. Andy was about 9 years old when
he started playing the tuba, but it was not long before he
switched to playing the drums, which he continues to play
today. “Mom was our first drummer. | did not know much
about playing the tuba, but my brother taught me a few
things. | guess people enjoyed it, but after the first year, Mom
decided she had enough to do without a full band schedule
every weekend, so | got to move to percussion, which was
what | really wanted to do from the beginning.”

Music for Andy was “on the job training” While he
never had any formal instruction, he credits his friend, David
Dlabaj, who was playing with Johnny Mensik at the time,
with helping him learn more about the drums. “l would sit in
with them, and he taught me enough to have a good start,”
Andy reflected.

Both Andy and Sandra recall growing up with Czech
traditions in their childhood homes. “Mom and Dad spoke
Czech, especially when we were with Grandma and Grandpa,
so | picked up some of it when we visited their home on
Sunday afternoons,” Andy explained.

“My grandfather, Joe Zmolik, came to America from the
Czech Republic when he was 4 years old,” Sandra shared.
“My grandmother was born here. She was a Holy. My
memories of visiting my grandparents are similar to Andy’s.
We both remember they grew most everything that they ate.
| particularly remember potatoes and fruit growing at their
house. However, my grandmother did not particularly enjoy
cooking, so we only had things like kolache and strudel on
special occasions, like weddings and birthdays. We butchered
our own meat, so we always had klobase, but since Dad was
not of Czech descent, we did not go to a lot of dances.”

In the ’70s and '80s the Jodie Mikula Orchestra was
playing somewhere just about every weekend. “There was a
triangle of halls where we regularly played, including West,
Ennis and Dallas. There were more dances sponsored by
the clubs then, and it seems like there was a wedding every
weekend, too,” Andy remembered.

The band has played in several states, and in 1996, the
Jodie Mikula Orchestra played in the First Annual Lawrence
Welk Polka Festival in Branson, Missouri. They tied for first
place in the band competition, and that evening they played
with Welk accordionist, Myron Floren.

Since 1989, the band has played on polka cruises with
two or three other bands. “We have had some great times on
the cruises,” Sandra mentioned. “Originally, we were leaving
from Miami, so we had to fly there first. It got easier when
the cruises started originating from New Orleans, and now
we leave out of Galveston.”

The Mikulas have four grown children, 18 grandchildren
and one “on the way.” Their younger son, Corey, is following
Dad’s footsteps, playing drums with the Ennis Czech Boys.
Sandra added, “Our daughter, Brianna Waedekin, likes to
make kolache and strudel. Corey’s wife, Samantha, wears
her kroj (the traditional Czech dress) at the Polka Festival and
placed third in the dance contest last year. Our grandson, Eli
Gilburt was the National Polka Festival prince for 2023.”

For Andy and Sandra’s 40th wedding anniversary, they
took a trip to the Czech Republic. Their living room is
decorated with pictures of family, and a collection of Czech
crystal is prominently displayed. The Czech music continues
to play in the Mikula home, just as it has for as long as there
has been a National Polka Festival in Ennis.



Saturday, May 25, 2024 — Country Concert

JOSH Time: 8:30 p.m.-Midnight
" Location: Sokol Hall « 2622 TX-34, Ennis, TX 75119
ABBO " ' Cost: $40 in advance/$45 day of the event

After 15 years of building a wildly devoted following, the Texas-bred, now eight-
piece Josh Abbott Band approached their seventh studio LP Somewhere Down
The Road, with a renewed dedication to speaking an unvarnished truth about
life, love and human nature. The unbridled authenticity of Somewhere Down The
Road emerged from a deliberate shift in singer/songwriter Josh Abbott’s writing
process. "I'm writing from the heart more than | ever have,” says Abbott.

The album marks the first effort from the band’s newly reconfigured lineup, in-
cluding longtime members Austin Davis (banjo), Eddie Villanueva (drums), David
Fralin (keys) and Jimmy Hartman (bass), as well as recent additions Adam Hill
(fiddle) and guitarists Cale Richardson and Kris Farrow. Unguarded honesty is on
tracks like “What Were You Thinkin™ (a bittersweet but up-tempo love song) and
“She’ll Always Be” (a sweetly poetic serenade to someone eternally free-spirited).
The stripped-back but spellbinding “Guilt Of A Man,” delves into a highly delicate
matter seldom addressed in song form. “I wrote that about watching my wife go
through postpartum depression after the birth of our daughter,” Abbott explains.

Co-written by Abbott and Grammy-winning heavy-hitter Jon Randall, the title
track “Somewhere Down The Road” serves as the album’s centerpiece and an
overall mission statement for the band. “l wanted to write about gaining some
clarity in the music industry and how it all works,” says Abbott. Throughout the
album, Josh Abbott Band shows an uncompromising commitment to moving
forward and constantly pushing into new musical terrain.

TRAVELING

VENDO LASASY K MUSEUMI

T E R R E N O S I » Exhibition From the Czech Silver

Thaler to the US Dollar
« Coin Minting -
= Real Eastern Bohemian Custumﬁ ; ..\ i

= Sale of books about Czech
and Moravian Costumes

-Re;aal!:r&r @

(469) 556-0024

RE NDON ) \
MAY 23-25 - Ennis Welcome éenter

201 NW Main 5t in Downtown Ennis

LLAME HOY PARA SU 12155.ParES?Eii;Aﬁgng?ecﬁApplyJ
CONSULTA GRATUITA! &?ggﬂghi“
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POLKA BANDS

Enjoy a weekend of polka dancing and 15 sensational live polka bands!
For more information, visit www.nationalpolkafestival.com.

Saturday - 8:30-Midnight - KJT #35 Hall ~ Saturday - 8:30 p.m.-Midnight - Sokol Hall Friday - 5:30-7:00 p.m. - Sokol Hall
Sunday - 9:00-11:30 p.m. - KJT #35 Hall  Sunday - 8:30 p.m.-Midnight - KJT #35 Hall  Saturday - 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - SPJST #25 Hall
Sundoy 11 30 a.m. 1 00 p m. - KJT #35 HaII

Thursday - 7:00-11:00 p.m. - KJT #35 Hall Saturday - 4:00-7:30 p.m. Sunday - 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Sunday - 1:00-8:15 p.m. - KJT #35 Hall KJT #35 Hall Sokol Hall

Saturday - 8:30-Midnight - SPJST #25 Hall Saturday - Noon-3:30 p.m. Friday - 7:30-11:00 p.m.
Sunday - Noon-3:30 p.m. - Downtown Ennis Downtown Ennis Sokol Hall

Saturday - 2:15-5:00 p.m. - Sokol Hall Saturday - 4:30-7:00 p.m. Saturday - 11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday - 1:30-4:30 p.m. - Sokol Hall Downtown Ennis KJT #35 Hall

| :

Saturday - 1:00-3:30 p.m. Saturday - 4:30-7:30 p.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
SPJST #25 Hall SPJST #25 Hall Sokol Hall

2024 National Polka Festival Special Section



ESCORTED TOURS TO EUROPE/CZECH REPUBLIC

_ s {4}' #M-T228

ETrp

@77, SALIK
LUMBING

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

-~

Czech Hé"ritage Tours

Since 1996

H-G uﬂd P]l”ﬂbjrlg

Fhnee Llalek 05 Sleavy Dkl

czechheritagetours.com
469-867-1785

Info@CzechHeritageTours.com

Doesn't Cost... 1T PAYS

Local & Long Distance Moving

Bokrs i Reoe oo f et saioeeseel.|
Vas!

Rich in

oY
L (zech Heritage!

972.878.66359

e J s (= . .
ot VLI . | www.salikplumbing.com
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SERICES B

[nvestments™ | Tax | Insurance

300 W. Crockett * Enmis, TX 75119

972-878-1040

Cepdll

an
= 072-878-104

(]

Brad Cepak’

8 EXPERIENCE THE EMBRACE DIFFERENCE &
LU TN T CONTACT US TODAY! it
" s EMBRACE THE JOURNEY TRAVEL SN 2
o] HELLJ SEMBRACETHEJOURMEYTRAVEL.COM B3

‘. L

Jenny Vidrine, Agent
2106 W Ennis Avenue
Ennis, TX 75119

Bus: 972-875-4791
jennyvidrine.com
Hablamos Espafiol

Create an affordable
price, just for you.
Introducing the State Farm
Personal Price Plan®

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

oo StateFarm

Siste Farm
|7B1ES.2 Bloomrimgion, IL
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DAVIS DERMATOLOGY

LAMCE DaVIS, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist
UT Southwastern Medical Schoal

Baylor Scott and White/Texas A&M University
{Dermatology Redldency]

Fauwndwer and Director, Texss Melanama |natitula
Staff Devmatologist, Southerm Maethodist Unbeersity

SERVING ENNIS AND ELLIS COUNTY SINCE z013
General, Cosmetic and Surgical Dermatology
Skin Cancer » Skin Surgery » Atypical Moles
Acne * Eczema * Psoriasis * Warts * Cysts * And more

BOTOX | DYSPORT | FILLERS | CHEMICAL PEELS

“Waonderful dermatologist. Been seeing him for years. Patient centered,
skilled and compassionate. He s the best dermatologist | have ever
saan. | live in ancther state and fly to see Dr. Davis,” - patient review

214-363-3376 s

lancedavismd.com ..

903 West Ennis Avenue, Ennis
Locations also in Dallas, Kaufman & Fairfield

BAAGAZINE BEST
CHERMATTHIOGEST

€Ennis Glass

THE GLASS THAT
LASTS...ENNIS GLASS

Custom Showers, Windows,
Mirrors, Patio Doors

Storefront and Curtain
wall for those dream
commericial projects

Free Estimates! Call or Scan

L{IS PMUM'HUE :': :.-.;: to get started tradﬂlf'!
MULTI GRAMMY M'l'hﬂ[l WIHHEH ELIDA HETHﬂ _ @
a Lﬂs E“EHHHS I]E!_ EMIHMIED n Ennis Glass, LL( o) @ennisglass

SCAN M Here at Ennis Glass the
VISITENNISTEXAS.COM = 972-878-4748 jobis not finished until
; you're satisfied!
,Z'EHI,{

Valdez
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: i 2023 King and Queen, Rick and Debra Halfmann

37th King and Queen Dance Contest

Sponsored by the SPJST Home Office

Friday, May 24, 2024 - Sokol Hall
Doors Open: 6:00 p.m.
Dance Contest Registration Ends: 8:30 p.m.
Dance Contest Starts: 9:00 p.m.

This year’s King and Queen Dance Contest will be like
no other! So, dust off your dancing shoes and plan
on competing this year. Dance contestants
must be 15 years old or older.

A Czech costume or “fancy” dancing is not a
requirement to compete, but a Czech costume
is required for the winners who will

participate in the weekend festivities. ; '
In addition, contestants ages 6 to 10 years are Purchase official National Polka Festival.
eligible to participate in the Polka Prince and Prin- - j Lg Souvenirs online at
cess Contest. Contestants must have their parent’s or ¥ Www.ﬂﬂtiﬂﬂﬂf'ﬂﬂlkﬂiﬂﬂtiﬂl.ﬂﬂm
guardian’s consent. Winner must have a costume. ; - .

i)
H hi |
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By Appointment
682-600-2870

OUR SERVICES :

DEEF CLEANIND
& BI-WEEKLY & MONTHLY
* MOVE IN/MOVE OUT CLEANING
« POST COMSTRUCTION CLEAMING
« STR{VACATION RENTALS
+« EMALL OFFICES

1 appointmaeant!
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One cannol. think well, love w
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well, i one has not

Enjoy delicious

SEAFO0P, TACOS,
TORTAS, CEVICHE € MORE

at one of Ennis’ newest eateries in a fun atmasphare!

sMOKEHOU?}E‘
\BBQ/#~"

OFEN: Wed. & Thors. Tiam - 7 pm
Fri., Sl B Sun. Nam -8 pa
Cloged Maa. & Toes

2015, PALLAS ST., ENNIS
{ 214-399-7917

972-875-2669

AlmaSmokehousebbq.com
Exit 246 - 6531 5. I-45, Alma, TX

Catfish, Steak & Seafuud &
One Bile and You're Hooked! - _=

b ,:-r--x.,
& Hosling a wedding, parly, 1 : :
1 or: other; gel, wgﬂheg‘ CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR

FOOD TRUCK INFO AND SCHEDULES. #
We'll take care of all

your catering needs!

Our Loyalty Member receive 8 'S rowsrd Tor ewery V100 youn sperd, plus & FREE
birthday mesl up to *9.9%, and more! Sign up by texting “farmhouse® (o BER-G08-0954!

Need More Business?
Advertise your restaurant here.

For information, call:

972-875-3299

Like and Follow Us on Facebook to See Qur Daily Lunch Specials. [

Order online at farmhouse.takeout?.com
RV Spots Available iMightly, Weekly, Monthly)

254-472-0512 | 1401 E. Milam, Mexia
www.farm-house-restaurant.com

NOW nlll;l‘lf e et of 1h
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Around Town
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County Commissioner Lane Grayson
brings the program to the Ennis Host
Lions Club.

= Ty

Zoomed In: Ey Bni Srf{nh
Nic Collins

Nic Collins recently returned to Ennis to serve as Minister of Youth and
Music at Baylor Baptist Church. A native of Elkhart, Indiana, Nic completed his
undergraduate studies at the University of Evansville with a degree in music. In
2000, he joined the U.S. Air Force and was deployed seven times to Afghanistan
and Iraq, serving as a special operations navigator. Before he exited the military, he
completed a graduate degree in criminal justice at the University of Cincinnati.

After working for the U.S. Labor Department for about seven years, Nic entered
the ministry. He received Master of Divinity and Master of Religion degrees from
Liberty University, and he is pursuing a doctorate in education.

Nic and his wife, Maria, have two children: Jessie, age 7 and Justus, age 3. Nic
said, “I'm happy to be back in Ennis. It feels like home.”

Chet Hensley and Randy Dixon
contemplate their next moves at the

recent chess tournament.

Sadie Jones, Paisley Terry and Sydney Jones enjoy the solar eclipse. Becky McCarty greets visitors downtown.
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Riley Leobold buys books at the library
book sale.

Suzy Ray Oster shows The Garden
Woven exhibit at Ennis Welcome
Center.

James Patak introduces Anna McCane
and Haley Burnett at a recent meeting.

* Professional Installation  + LIFETIME Warranty
* Headlight Restoration Against Leaks and Defects
* Window Tinting * Works with ALL
= ADAS Calibration Insurance Companies
* Same Day Service & Mobile Services Available

ONE YEAR OF FREE ROCK CHIP REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENT WARRANTY ON ALL NEW WINDSHIELDS!

MENTION AD TO RECEIVE 10% OFF %
i,

469.768.8200
WWW.GLASSDOCTOR.COM/WAXAHACHIE-AUTO

NAVARRO
COLLEGE

INNOVATION
= = BUILT ON TRADITION

ENROLLINOW!)

FOR MAY MINI, SUMMER & FALL CLASSES

1.800.NAVARRO \
NAVARROCOLLEGE.EDU :
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Darren and Debbie Slovak have deep roots in their Czech culture, customs and
recipes. They both have traced their ancestry from their great-great-grandparents’
immigrations from Moravia/Czech Republic to America and proudly say they are
both 100 percent Czech. “Cooking is a joy we share together, and many of our
recipes have been passed down through the generations,” Darren mentioned.

They also give of their time by organizing and cooking many meals for the

Sokol KHB Hall in Ennis. Making strudels and kolaches for The National Polka
Festival and Darren’s favorite pinto bean recipe for Sokol's Lenten Fish Fries are
just a couple of examples. “One of the most rewarding undertakings of ours was
cooking three meals daily for 60 people over a two-week period when Sokol KHB
Ennis hosted the National Instructors School a few years back,” Debbie added.
When you visit Sokol, you will always find Darren and Debbie in the kitchen. ~ow

Slovak’s Kuieci Polévka
(Chicken Soup)

5 qts. water

4 Knorr chicken bouillon cubes

2 tsp. Knorr powdered chicken bouillon

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

5-8 whole allspice balls

2-3 boneless, skinless raw chicken
breasts

4 stalks celery, thinly chopped

1 bunch Italian parsley (divided use)

1 bunch green onions with stems

6 carrots, peeled and cut into bite-size
pieces

3 potatoes, peeled and cubed (optional)

L. In an 8-qt. cooking pot, add the water,
chicken bouillon cubes and bouillon
powder, salt, pepper, whole allspice, chicken,
celery, 1/2 bundle of parsley and green
onions; stir.

2. Cover; simmer on medium heat until it

boils. Once it boils, reduce the heat to low;
simmer for 1 1/2 hours, or until the
chicken is cooked.

3. Using tongs, remove the chicken to a
separate pan; let cool. Cut/shred the meat
into pieces; set aside.

4. Remove all the green onions, parsley and
whole allspice balls carefully; discard.

5. Add the carrots and potatoes; cook
another 20-30 minutes on medium heat
until the vegetables are cooked.

6. Return the chicken to the pot.

7. Chop 2 Tbsp. of the remaining parsley
leaves for garnish.

8. Serve the soup over noodles and/or
Kapanka (Czech Egg Dumplings) and top
with the chopped parsley.

Kapanka
(Czech Egg Dumplings)

3 qts. boiling water

6 eggs

I Tbsp. Knorr powdered chicken
bouillon

2 to 2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1. Bring the water to a boil.
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2. Beat the eggs; add the chicken bouillon.
3. Gradually add the flour to the egg
mixture, beating consistently with a table
fork until a thick mixture is achieved.

4. Dip a spoon in the hot water to heat it;
use the spoon to drop small portions of the
thick mixture into the boiling water. Allow to
release from the spoon. If the dumpling
does not hold together when dropped into
the water, add more flour. Too much flour
and too thick of a batter will result in hard
dumplings, so a good balance is best.

5. Allow the dumplings to cook for about 5
minutes, or until they float.

6. Scoop the dumplings from the pot; add
them to a bowl of chicken soup.

Ceské Brambory (Czech Style
Wedding Potatoes)

I gal. sliced potatoes (# 10 can or
105 oz.)

I stick melted butter

I tsp. granulated garlic

1 1/2 tsp. salt

1 1/2 tsp. pepper

2 Tbsp. Italian parsley leaves, chopped

2 Tbsp. green onion tops, finely
chopped

L. Preheat the oven to 300 E

2. Open the can of potatoes; rinse under
cold water in a colander.

3. Place the potatoes in a 9x13-inch
casserole dish. Add the butter, seasonings,
parsley and green onions; gently mix.

4. Cover the dish with foil; place in

the oven for about 45 minutes, stirring
gently once and then a final gentle stir
before serving,

Cream Cheese Rolls

Dough:

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter

1/2 cup sugar

I tsp. salt

8 o0z. sour cream

1/2 cup warm water

2 pkgs. dry yeast

1/2 tsp. sugar

2 eggs, beaten

4 cups sifted all-purpose flour

Cream Cheese Filling:

2 8-oz. pkgs. cream cheese (not
low fat)

2 tsp. vanilla or 1 tsp. almond flavor

3/4 cup sugar

1/8 tsp. salt

I egg, beaten

Glaze:

2 cups powdered sugar

4 Tbsp. milk

2 tsp. vanilla or 1 tsp. almond flavor

B TALLWILLOW EQUINE

Irlh'oducing You to the Wonderful World of Horses

"ht.ﬂ' - Journey Here

L 87, 52_26

Karen “‘IL.-lr ."~'|‘1‘l:k
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Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIFC

Job
change?

Whether retiring or
changing jobs, you'll
want to know your
retirement account
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
* Leave it in your former employer's 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.

» Move it to your new employer's 401(k) plan, if you've changed
employers and your new employer plan allows for it,

* Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
* Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works
best for you.

Jeff Irish, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

1905 West Ennis Avenue
Suite #401

Ennis, TX 75119
972-875-4706
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1. For dough: In a medium pan, melt the
butter; add the sugar and salt; stir to
combine on low heat.

2. Remove from the heat; add the

sour cream; mix well. Set aside; cool

to lukewarm.

3. In a separate large bowl, add the warm
water; sprinkle the yeast and 1/2 tsp. sugar
into the water; mix to activate the yeast.
Continue mixing until the yeast dissolves.
4. Beat the eggs in another small bowl.
Once the yeast mixture begins to bubble,
add the eggs and cream mixture; mix.

Slovak’s Kureci Polévka
(Chicken Soup)

5. Begin folding in the flour; mix well. Then
knead until the dough is not sticky.

6. Cover tightly; refrigerate overnight or for
8 hours.

7. For filling: Combine all the filling
ingredients in a bowl; use a mixer to blend
until smooth.

8. Divide the refrigerated dough into 4 even
parts. Roll out each ball separately in a
rectangle to about 8x12 inches.

9. Spread 1/4 of the cheese filling on 3/4
of the rolled-out dough. Put melted butter
where there is no filling.

10. Roll up to where the butter edge
begins. Pinch the ends to seal. Stretch to
elongate the roll.

I1. Place on a greased cookie sheet; butter
the rolls. (Using scissors, snip slits across the
top of the dough about 2 inches apart.) Let
rise for 1 hour.

12. Bake at 350 F in a preheated oven for
about 15 minutes.

13. For glaze: Mix the glaze ingredients
until smooth. Drizzle the glaze over the top
of the baked and cooled rolls.

To seurch‘for more
gredt recipes

from any of the
9 NOW Magazines

publications, visit
www.nuwmugnzines.com.

Thank You

for a Wonderful Tax Scason!

We Have the Best Clients!

Tonja Barnebee

Tax Prepomation = Pay
For veur Past,

Monday =

A PP
MOTHER'S

Odd Fellow & Rebekah
Retirement Center (@RS En

2302 S. Oak Grove Rd., Ennis, Teaxas 75119
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TRY IT TODAY!
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Cari Englehart, winner of SH0
cash, said, °| play all the time and
am so glad | finally won!.”
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SHUTTERS - SHADES - MOTORIZATION - AND MORE

20% OFF

Select Custom Window Coverings
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You work hard, let us take over for awhile.
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) OrCall 817.539.0155
ﬁ.{ﬂ”ﬁ: for Your FREE In-Home
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MEDICARE
BENEFITS REVIEW

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!

BIG CHANGES TO
ALL PLANS THIS YEAR!

Call Us At Beach Insurance Group
(817) 300-3031

AFFORDABLE MEDICARE PLANS

TURNING
AGEBS
OR OLDER? ¢ |

BEACH INSURANCE GROUP, LLC.

WSLrng averything undar e sun”

CALL YOUR LOCAL
MEDICARE BENEFIT SPECIALIST

FREE CONSULTATIONS
& HOUSE CALLS

Mew To Medicare Guidance -
Information « Plan Options
Answers To All Your Questions
Enrollment Assistance &
Professional Advisor

Already On Medicare - FREE
Medicare Benefit Review

Second Opinion

If You Have *The Right Plan For Your
MNeeds” Plans Change Each Year!

Local Medicare
Benefit Specialist
The ﬁi-‘.:,erf.f Fare Fore Fovr Veoets

45TH ANNIVERSARY

Independent Retirement Specialist
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On the coast of Alabama sits a 32-mile
stretch of white sand beaches that entices
visitors to frolic in the Gulf of Mexico.
Children build castles or toss the football,
and parents relax in the sun, slathered in
sunscreen, of course, as they take in all that
Alabama Beaches — the twin cities of Gulf
Shores and Orange Beach — have to offer.

Alabama Beaches are about a 10 1/2-hour drive southeast
from the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. With 15 public beaches
from Gulf Shores east along Alabama Highway 182 to
Orange Beach, beachgoers have much to explore. Temporary
vacation accommodations are offered at a variety of hotels,
condos and houses along both sides of the highway. Caribe
Resort is a popular travel destination in Orange Beach. The
resort features an on-site restaurant, several pools, beach
trolley service and access to a marina.

Best Western Premier — The Tides Hotel is an affordable
alternative. Best Western Premier offers typical room options,
plus a double queen room with two bunk beds for the
youngsters and suites. The outdoor pool on the lower
level includes a bar for cocktails and beer for adults, or fruit




smoothies for the children. With beach access and available
chairs and umbrellas for rent, it is easy to spend most of your
time on the beach near the hotel.

Swimmers might catch a glimpse of various species of
marine life in the clear Gulf waters. Seasonal lifeguards keep a
watchful eye to aid in emergency situations. For a view from
outside the water, dolphin tours, parasailing, offshore fishing
and even an Orange Beach Pirate Cruise can be booked for
some fun out on the Gulf.

Orange Beach offers a variety of dining options from The
Gulf, with offerings of American fare near Perdido Pass, to
Coastal and its menu of seafood, sandwiches and more, plus
creative cocktails. Whatever restaurant is on the agenda, try
the gumbo (if available) and try to make a reservation. For
dessert, Kayden’s Candy Factory is a must-try, but several ice
cream and dessert shops offer tasty treats in the area.

Orange Beach’s retail shops are open for all your vacation
necessities and souvenirs. For an afternoon of entertainment,
vacationers can visit Adventure Island for go-karts, golf,
arcades and more. At Gulf State Park, visitors can spend their
days swimming, hiking, biking and simply enjoying time in
nature. Anglers can catch a big one at area fishing spots,
including the Gulf State Park Pier, which is expected to reopen
this summer following renovations for damage caused during
Hurricane Sally in 2020. The state park offers a variety of
camping and lodging options, as well.

: ,«
— By Amber D. Browne

ST

;..

Just a short drive north sits The Wharf, where visitors can
spend hours shopping retail stores, enjoying entertainment
and feasting at waterfront restaurants along Portage Creek.
Go for a spin on the Ferris Wheel, view the nightly SPECTRA
Laser Light Experience or catch a concert at The Wharf
Amphitheater. Hotel accommodations are available at The
Wharf, and The Wharf Marina provides access to guests
joining by land, air or sea.

Several miles west of Orange Beach, vacationers will find
Gulf Shores, where more white sand beaches await to tempt
them into the warm waters. Gulf Shores offers even more
dining, nightlife, entertainment and shopping options.

Regardless of where you choose to dip your toes in the
sand at Alabama Beaches, much fun is to be had and fresh
seafood to be shared with family and friends. The peak
season includes the summer months, so if Alabama is on
your mind, make those reservations soon.

Sources:

I gulfshores.com.

2. cariberesort.com.

3. alwharf.com.

4. alapark.com/parks/gulf-state-park.
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1 Diamond
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§ Norm, briefly
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3 Puncture
13 Goose cry
14 Tip off
15 Piece

16 "And St |
Rise” poet

17 Lwmrious

19 Kind of deal in
the 19303

20 Open mesh
fabne

21 Clea's nemesis
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23 Live

25 Heal

27 Big 1P
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4 Large deer

5 lkea
porcuping
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small bell

T Resistance
against attack

10 Deploy Earl

badly on
stage,
perhaps?

11 Hurdiating
meal?

12 1t0 never get
off the ground
in Austraiia

16 AIDS fighter
18 Clath
21 Amazement

22 Adam and
Eve's third

23 Owerpawering
fear
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30 Medical insuner

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.
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Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.
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Advanced
Dentistry

If vou are an adult who is afraid of going to the dentist, or even just a little extra
anxious, Serenity Advanced Dentistiry may be just what vou are looking for. "We
do a lot of sedation dentistry, mostly for adults,” Dr. Allala explained. “It's kind of
my niche: Many adults may have some pretty serious anxiety about going to the
dentist. They may not even seek care. They'd rather be in pain. | provide a place to
take care of these peaple, When patients elect to get treatment, we lower the
statistics of people Iving in pain. | lke being able to contribute lo improving
people’s lives.

"Coincdidentally. a lot of people who are anxious about going to the dentist are
also people who don't have good insurance. That's a bad combination. | have
membership plans for patients without insurance, and really good discounts on
implants and dentures. A membership might not be necessany if vou only need
one simple procedure, but if vou need sedation and a lot of work, it really pays
for ilself”

Dr. Allala is a graduate of the Texas A&M School of Dentistry. “When | started
there, it was still Bavlor. My diploma has both names on it.” she recalled. *|
specialize in oral surgery, and we're really good at i I'm nothing without my team,
We do evenvthing in dentisiry, | like being well rounded. | enjoy being an
overachiever, so I'm constanily taking continuing education, keeping up with all the

theserenitydentist.com | 972-634-1434
Dr. Cristina Allala

605 E. Belt Line Rd., Suite 101, Cedar Hill

Paid Adverfisemeani

newest techniques and technology I'm
also a native Spanish speaker. | grew up
speaking both languages, Our YouTube
videas explaining procedures are
available in both English and Spanish.”
Dr. Allala is proud of the senvice they
provide at Serenity Advanced Dentistny
"| think we give five-star senvice. And |
know my staff is five-star We know
what works and what doesn’l. | know it
sounds comy, but this is my life’s work.
Most of my staff have been with me for
vears, at different locations around
DFW, before | came to Cedar Hill. | met
Mariela seven vears ago, in Pleasanl
Grove, It was my first job out of school.
Racine has been with me four vears,
and Jazmine three vears. both in Red
Oak. Our newest team member is
Jessica. She found us three months ago
when she emailed me looking for an
opportunily to shadow a dentist.”

“| LIKE BEING WELL ROUNDED. |
ENJOY BEING AN OVERACHIEVER,
SO1'M CONSTANTLY TAKING

CONTINUING EDUCATION, KEEPING
UP WITH ALL THE NEWEST
TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLDGY."

Serenity Advanced Dentistry has all
the newest technology to make your
experience convenient. “We have
hospital-grade blood pressure
machines, so we can do sedation. We
also have intraoral scanners, so | can
see inside your mouth, from every
angle, before | ever go in for your
procedure. We print dentures and place
implants right here in the office. With
our skills and strategies, most patients
don't even feel our injections. We have
TVs in every room to keep vou
entertained while we work. It's all about
efficiency — working smarter, not
harder. That's why | designed the floor
plan of the office myself And we're
really big on sanitation and sterilization.
It's important to malintain a sterile
environment, which is why we're
closed every Friday for deep cleaning
the office and training.”




TALES OF TEXAS —

Byron Nelson at the 1945 Tam O’Shanter Country Club Tournament in Chicago. From
the collection of the Texas Sports Hall of Fame — Waco, Texas.



During the 2023 edition of the AT&T
Byron Nelson Golf Tournament (now
the CJ Cup Byron Nelson), the television
commentators mentioned Byron’s record of
I1 straight PGA tournament victories. They
said, and rightly so, that 11 wins would
be an outstanding career for any golfer
today, but to win 11 in a row is essentially
unheard of. Byron Nelson accomplished
this feat in 1945, so he has held the record
for 79 years.

Byron was born in 1912, the same year as a couple
of other well-known and similarly accomplished golfers,
Sam Snead and Ben Hogan. The Texas State Historical
Association lists his birthplace as Long Branch, Texas, which
may have been a “suburb” of Waxahachie, and many
biographies of Byron simply list his birthplace as Waxahachie.
His childhood included working on the family cotton farm
until age 11, when the Nelson family moved to Fort Worth.

By age 12, Byron was working as a caddie at the Glen
Garden Country Club. It was there that he first met one of
his great rivals on the course, the legendary Ben Hogan, who
was also serving as a caddie. Originally, caddies were not
allowed to participate in the game on Glen Garden, but the
rules were later relaxed, and a tournament for caddies was
eventually contested. Byron beat Ben by one shot in a nine-
hole playoff in 1927

Byron completed his formal education in 1928, and after
a brief stint working with the Fort Worth and Denver City
Railway, he began golfing full time in 1929. He joined the
Professional Golfers’ Association in 1932 and worked as a
golf pro at a number of clubs around the country. His first
professional tournament was in 1932 at the Texarkana Open.
The entry fee at Texarkana was S5. Byron finished third in
the tournament and collected S75 for the effort. His career as
a professional golfer was underway, and while it was a very
successful career, it would be considered brief, certainly by
today’s standard. Apparently, playing golf was a “means to
an end” for Byron, and he retired from the tour at age 34 to
purchase his dream, a ranch in Roanoke, Texas, known as
Fairway Ranch.

It was also in Texarkana where he met and married Louise
Shofner, his late first wife of 50 years. In an interview with
Sports lllustrated in 1979, Louise made it clear that she was
originally opposed to Byron retiring from golf and becoming
a rancher. She reasoned that he knew a lot about golf and
nothing about being a rancher. The ranch essentially cost
the Nelsons all they had, but the work to bring it to the
comfortable home they enjoyed for many years was worth
the effort.

There were a few lean years when Byron found it
necessary to pick up his clubs again to help support the
ranch. He was able to play some exhibition matches and
was successful playing matches in the mornings, followed
by luncheons, clinics and dinner speeches. He could still hit
some great golf shots, but he did not take it too seriously.
When he entered a tournament, he admitted that he was just
playing for fun.

Byron’s record of 11 PGA victories in a row may never be
broken. The 11 wins are not the sum of his golf career, as he
is also a top contender in several other categories. He had
54 career victories, twice winning The Masters, twice winning
the PGA Championship and one victory in the U.S. Open.
While the record he is most remembered for was set in 1945,
he claimed 1939 was his best year on the course. That was
the year of his U.S. Open victory, among others, and he set a
professional scoring record with back-to-back rounds of 65
at the Phoenix Open.

In his later years, Byron regularly attended the golf
tournament in the Dallas area that bears his name, along with
his second wife of almost 20 years, Peggy. The Byron Nelson
Tournament is the first PGA Tour event named in honor of a
former player. Players who came off the course after the 18th
hole looked forward to a wave or a handshake from him.

His reputation as a gentleman earned him the nickname
“Lord Byron.” In 2004, the World Golf Hall of Fame honored
him with an exhibit called “Byron Nelson: A Champion ...

A Gentleman.” What a great legacy, regardless of the records.
And besides, they are made to be broken, aren’t they? Now

Sources:

. https://wwwitshaonline.org/handbook/entries/nelson-
john-byron-jr.

2. https://vault.sicom/vault/ 1979/05/07 /good-lord-of-
golf-in-those-days-he-was-lord-byron-and-set-records-still-
unequaled-then-at-34-byron-nelson-quit-the-game-to-
fulfill-an-old-dream.

3. https://thecjcupbyronnelson.org/legacy/.

— By Bill Smith
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Farm to Table Dinner:
Ennis FFA is hosting their
annual farm fresh dinner and
auction. Support our youth in
agriculture. 6:00-7:00 p.m.,
100 N. Dallas St. For tickets,
please call (469) 337-530I.

5/5

Cinco de Mayo:
Visitors can expect ballet
folklorico and mariachi
performances, authentic
food selections, local artisan
vendors, kid crafts and activities
and more! Adults: $5; kids
12 and under: free. Purchase
tickets at the gate only. Noon-
9:00 p.m., Downtown Ennis.
For more information, contact
Ennis Welcome Center, 201
NW Main St. (972) 878-4748.

5/18

Auditions for Wizard of
Oz: Youth Edition:
Noon-4:00 p.m., Ennis Public
Theatre, 113 N. Dallas St. See
https://ennispublictheatre.
com/auditions/ for details.

5/24-5/26

The National Polka
Festival:

Come help celebrate 57
years of Czech heritage and
traditions. The festival kicks

off with an opening dance on
Friday featuring polka music
and the King and Queen Dance
Contest, where participants

Some avents ma
individualorganizationser your iy or Chamber websites to uE'r|f‘j' dates and times.

and non-participants are
encouraged to wear traditional
Czech kroj (costumes).

On Saturday morning,
decorated floats, bands and
colorful costumes kick off the
downtown festivities with a
giant parade that twists through
historic downtown Ennis. Then
experience our traditions,
religious customs, dancing,
tastes, sights, sounds and “a
little bit of the Czech Lands” on
Saturday and Sunday at our
three spacious air-conditioned
halls (KIT, Sokol and SPJST) and
in downtown Ennis. Enjoy a
weekend of polka dancing with
15 live polka bands including
Grammy Award winning Brave
Combo and the Josh Abbott
Band Country Concert on
Saturday night! Visit
www.nationalpolkafestival.com
for more information including
admission, band schedules,
food and hall locations.

5/27

Creative Quilters Guild of
Ellis County Meeting:
Come join us! Social time:
6:00 p.m.; meeting begins:
6:30 p.m., Waxahachie Bible
Church, 621 Grand Ave.,
Waxahachie, TX 75165. For
more information, please
contact Kathy Bright at
klbright5 3 @gmail.com.

6/1

Pancake Breakfast Fly-In/
Drive-In:
Classic airplanes and fighters,

helicopter and airplane rides,
Midlothian Classic Wheels
Club, live music, children’s
activities and more! Free
entrance and parking. Breakfast
tickets: S7; children under
8:$3. 8:00 am.-11:00 a.m.,,
Mid-Way Regional Airport, 131
Airport Dr, Midlothian, TX. Call
(972) 923-0080 for details.

Mondays and
Wednesdays

Chess Classes:
Come learn to play. Free.
3:00-5:30 p.m., Ennis Public
Library, 115 W. Brown St.
For information, call
(972) 875-5360.

Second
Tuesdays

National Active and
Retired Federal Employees
Chapter 1191 Meeting:
11:00 am.-1:00 p.m., rotating
between Corsicana, Ennis and
Waxahachie. For details,
contact (972) 775-2463 or
rjcarey | @gmail.com.

Wednesdays
Storytime:

For preschool children through
age 4. 10:00 a.m., Ennis Public
Library, 115 W. Brown St.
For information, call
(972) 875-5360.

Ennis Host Lions Club
Meeting:

ﬂh.amre been caﬂ’n-lleﬁ or res::hedured while we m.ire- at press Check wlth

Noon, Tabernacle Baptist
Church, 1200 Country Club Rd.

First Thursdays,
Every Other
Month

Ennis Retired School
Personnel (ERSPA):
Meets are at the new
EISD Transportation Building
on the first Thursday of
even numbered months.
3105 Ensign Rd.

For more information,
contact BettyAnn Blazek at
blazek2@sbcglobal.net.

Second
Thursdays

Managing Autism:
Presented by Ellis/Navarro
County Family Resource Center.
Topics: Behavior management,
self-help skills, social skills.
Ask questions, build your
capacity, share your experience
and learn with other caregivers.
10:00-11:00 a.m.,

305 N. Dallas St.

Submissions are welcome and
published as space allows. Send
your current event details to
bill.smith@ nowmagazines.com.
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OFFERING: Medical Care, Physical Therapy / Rehabilitation,
Spinal Decompression, Massage Therapy & Durable Medical

Equipment - All Under One Roof.
Lnow S

ACCEPTING
¥ KNEE PAIN / OSTEOARTHRITIS > SCIATICA NEW
» NECK PAN » FIBROMYALGIA PATIENTS
Y BACK PAIN » HEADACHES/MIGRAINES
2 SHOULDER PAIN > BULGING DISCS
? HIP PAIN 7> NEUROPATHY

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING

NEUROPATHY

Our New FDA approved freatment options have an amazing success rate In relieving Meuropathy symptoms
Treatment Is Safe and Easy, with NO Side Effecta, and Requires NO SURGERY.

Treatment is covered by most insurance companies, including Medicare.

CALL US TODAY TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
469-732-0880 or 972-937-0086

or email us at: completehealthmedicalcenter@gmail.com

COMPLETE HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER + 905 FERRIS AVENUE + WAXAHACHIE
WWW.COMPLETEHEALTHMEDICALCENTER.COM
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EnnisNOW
Scavenger Hunt
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l Eind 5 hidden
Graduation hats

in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).
Email the page numbers
and specific ads where
they are found, plus your
phone number, by May
15th. To ensure your
Scavenger Hunt answers
go in the drawing, you
must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email

scavenger.enn@nowmagazines.com

SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS & WI ”f
MEMORIAL DAY MONDAY =
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L e PO e s 'Cﬂ'l.lrtES}" of:

Themed Weekends - Fun for Kids & so nuech more! NOW Maga:ine5
St“EngEr.Enn@mwmgﬂjﬂEHum

GET DISCOUNT COUPONS AT R e P

LEGACY CHEVROLET - GMC TODAY within 30 days of drawing.

(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST) La“tems 'W-Efﬂfﬂlll'ld an
pages4,7,26,27,32. |

=

&
rg_)_.l'

1
3 |

SRFestival.com [E]'%3 April winner is:
- Martina Ortiz - $50 Cash
R -3 from NOW Magazines

IHUEHQET&HH@HDWMIQII'MS-EGM
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CAMELOTO®DENTAL

and Orthodontics

The absolute BEST in family dentistry and now offering new services!

» A Family Dental Office! L & |

» State-of-the-art digital
dental practice!
No messy |mpresslcns' f

BRACES:

 Pediatric and Adult
Dental Care —

» Regular Checkups
» Root Canals
+ Wisdom Teeth

« Dentures

¥
- Compassionate and S
friendly staff v

» Medicaid-Chip and /' Jif"
——most PPO insurances
.--’"'-*-

3'¢ invisalign
A LEND

PROVIDER

* Habla
2 CareCredit SE,P:M < L — - i "/

3

SCAN HERE
J e e

"Extremely professional staff, very [

i

engaging with patients, fun ambiance
and extremely fast service!” Fernando F.

o)
.-'

Happy Mother’s Day

710 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX Call or Text 972-875-8775
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