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EDITOR’S NOTE
Peekaboo, I see you!

Sandra

Sandra Strong
EnnisNOW Editor
sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com
(972) 765-3530

Conversations with my youngest son are enlightening, to say the least. One of
the most recent talks we shared was centered on our ﬁve senses — seeing, hearing,
touching, tasting and smelling. Hypothetically, I wondered which sense — seeing or
hearing — he could live without, while thinking which one I’d be willing to give up
if there ever came a “have to give it up” moment. He chose the loss of hearing, as
he said, “I’d rather see Easton score a goal in soccer, than to hear it. The memory
of hearing all the cheers from past games would be enough.”
My thoughts on the matter are a little bit different. I too, would rather see his
accomplishments, but I would so miss hearing his voice as he sings a song he just
made up, tells a story off the top of his head or says, “Hey Granny, I love you!”
The sound of his voice is sweet music to my ears, but I would, like my son, hate
not “seeing” him grow into a caring young man, just like his dad.
Our conversations are deep, but I’m happy to report that my son and I both
see and hear just ﬁne. But, there are times I wish my hearing had its very own
volume control.
What matters most to you — seeing or hearing?
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— By Sandra Strong

When the grand opening was held at the newly reconstructed Minnie McDowal Park
in downtown Ennis, several wonderful things happened that day. First, it brought the
memory of Minnie Marshall McDowal and her love of theater back to the forefront,
while also opening a venue where people can gather, enjoy live music, appreciate the oneof-a-kind art wall sculpture and play in the water feature designed for the youngest park
attendees. “Minnie McDowal Park has been part of downtown since the Lee Roy Mitchell
family dedicated the land for a park to be named for and dedicated in honor of Minnie
McDowal, Lee Roy’s longtime employee and friend,” Economic Development Director
Marty Nelson said. “I hope it will be a place where people relearn how to appreciate one
another and remember how fortunate we are to call Ennis home.”

Minnie called Ennis home her
entire life. She was an Ennis High
graduate who married her high school
sweetheart, Robert T. McDowal. Their
union brought them two children,
Elizabeth Ann and Robert T., III. In
the late 1940s, Minnie went to work
outside the home at the Plaza Theatre
that once stood at the park’s current
location. She worked as a cashier,
collecting 10 cents per ticket, as her
children played and enjoyed watching
a movie. While employed, Minnie
saw the theater change hands several
times. It was eventually renamed Tara
Theatre. Tara Theatre was purchased
by the Mitchell family in 1960 and
became the first indoor theater
owned by Lee Roy Mitchell, who later
founded Cinemark USA, Inc.

www.nowmagazines.com
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To say Minnie loved working at the
theater would be an understatement.
She loved working for Lee Roy,
and Lee Roy greatly admired her
dedication and strong work ethic.
As her tenure with the company
grew, she moved into the position of
bookkeeper, but she never was above
helping with concessions or picking
up movie reels. She loved seeing her
friends and neighbors at the ticket
booth, knowing they were about to
enjoy another good movie.
When Cinemark formed in 1984
and moved to Dallas, Minnie stayed
with the company, commuting from
Ennis to South Dallas, until she retired
at the age of 78. In 1992, Tara Theatre
was severely damaged in a wind storm.
The damage was so extensive that the
theater had to be torn down. Nearly a
year later, the Mitchell family donated
the property to the city of Ennis, in
honor of Minnie.
The Downtown Revitalization Plan
was adopted by the city of Ennis
in March 2016. The plan outlines a
four-step strategy to fully revitalize
downtown and breathe new life back
into the heart of the city. The four
strategies are to connect, provide,
attract and overcome. The goal is to
connect Interstate 45 to downtown
Ennis in a way that allows traffic to
move more freely. As the project
continues, it will provide the desired
destination that will attract locals
www.nowmagazines.com
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and guests. The final strategy is to
overcome physical barriers, such as
the old water and sewer infrastructure
and the lack of parking spaces.
Marty explained the process in
simple terms. “The park functions in
a way that creates economic vitality
in a sustainable way. It’s an economic
vitality project disguised as a park.
The basic principle — bring more
people downtown, provide topquality amenities, and they will stay
longer. By staying longer, they will
spend more in the shops and stores.”
People devote most of their time
either at home or at their workplace.
The goal of revitalizing downtown is
to make it everyone’s “third place.”
“With home and work being first
and second, people need a ‘real’
third place, not a digital fake place
where nothing is authentic,” Marty
shared. “We all need a safe harbor.
Spiritually, that safe harbor is the
Heavenly Father. In a physical sense,
that safe harbor will be our revitalized
downtown — a place where we feel
connected to our city, as well as to
our friends and neighbors.”
Every amenity in the park was
designed to bring people together
and molded in a form that helps

www.nowmagazines.com
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achieve the desired vitality. The
performance gazebo provides a new
entertainment venue. The amazing,
one-of-a-kind art wall sculpture was
inspired by a painting by local artist
LaJuan Schlegel. LaJuan completed
the painting in 2010 and named it
The Old Homeplace. Janice Hart Melito,
a master sculptor, used the painting
as her guide to create the threedimensional, cast stone piece that is
a focal point in the park. The water
feature gives children a place to play,
while the benches under the grove of
trees offer a place for parents to relax
as they watch their little ones at play.
Public facilities were also part of the
master plan for the park. “You can’t
underestimate the value of public
restrooms,” Marty said with a smile.
Minnie’s love for her community
is evident in the park that bears her
name. She had a heart for the city
she called home. Having the park
located in the heart of the city makes
perfect sense. “Being just a small part
of this project was an enriching and
rewarding experience. It is hard to
describe in words how special this
project is,” Marty said. “To say I’m
excited to be part of this wonderful
team and city is an understatement.
The next few years are going to be
transformational for Ennis. Now that
we know what awesome looks like,
feels like and smells like, we want
more of it!”
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Sandra Strong

After graduating from Southwestern Assemblies of
God University in the spring of 2016, Rachel Smith had
some very adult decisions to make. First, she had to decide
where she was going to live, since graduation meant she
could no longer reside on campus. “I went home to Kemp
to live with my parents for several months,” Rachel said,
remembering the long commute from Kemp to the NOW
Magazines office in Waxahachie where she serves as the
editorial assistant. “That time spent back at home allowed
me to save the money I needed to get my own place.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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Rachel landed in a quaint onebedroom, one-bathroom apartment
in Ennis. She has taken a very clean,
yet once empty, apartment and turned
it into a home where she can go after
a long, busy day to find comfort and
relaxation. “I moved into my new
home in August 2016,” she said. “I
quickly learned how expensive living
on your own can be.”
The move is also still teaching her
about the fundamentals of making
a budget and sticking to it. And
Rachel finds enjoyment in working
her budget out to its fullest. “A
budget is like a puzzle,” she noted.
“It always seems to work out in the
end. I enjoy seeing it all come to
fruition each month.”

The living room is the first thing
visitors experience as they enter
Rachel’s home. Most of the furniture
that sits facing the entertainment
center was either gifted to her by
family and friends or it was found
during trips to local flea markets and
thrift stores. The room is an eclectic
mix of the things that bring order
and a sense of peace to Rachel’s
home. “It’s always nice to find a
treasure in the trove,” she said.
The colors — yellow, blue, green
and gold — give the living room
a sunburst feeling. Her vast movie
collection is found on the shelves
of the entertainment center. “I am
a big movie buff, and I love video
games,” she said with a smile. “They
are a big part of my life!” Her movie
collection includes all the newer Star
Trek releases, as well as many musical,
adventure, action, romance and
www.nowmagazines.com
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Yourself. “It’s just too pretty to use,”
Rachel said.
The dining room table between
the living room and kitchen is
inviting, but Rachel saves it for
special occasions. She cooks most

holiday titles. “I don’t have a favorite
movie. I love so many.”
The classical books she recently
started collecting line the bookcase
along the main wall. “I love stories, all
kinds of stories,” Rachel admitted. “I
like fiction, but I think I enjoy reading
poetry the most.” Books on self-help
and literature are also intermingled
with the classics. “I kept most all my
books from my literature and poetry

classes at SAGU,” she stated. “I
found the stories in those books to be
so rich, and there’s always something
to learn from a good story.”
A reminder of the encouragement
from a dear family friend is also
found on the bookcase. It’s a serving
tray that Rachel displays as a picture
because of its sentimental value. The
words on the tray are simple — In
a world where you can be anything, Be

www.nowmagazines.com
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of her meals at home, and as she
sits down to eat, she does so on the
couch with a TV tray in front of her.
“I grew up eating in front of the
TV,” she confessed.
The kitchen may appear small, but
it’s plenty big enough for Rachel. Her
style in the kitchen is reminiscent of a
coffee bar. The closed-in pantry is the
perfect size, too.
The Oriental/Asian style in her
bedroom is perfect for her small
collection of knives. A most special
one that once belonged to her
uncle hangs on the wall, while a
three-set collection is considered
one of the treasures found in the
trove referenced earlier. The framed
mirrored pictures over the bed
add to the Asian ambience found
throughout the room. The walk-in
closet gives her the extra space she
needs for the vanity and the jewelry
she so loves to amass. “Jewelry is
my weakness,” she admitted. “I can’t
easily say no to it.”
Rachel used to share her space with
her beloved cat, who now lives back in
the country with her parents. “I prayed
for a cat for so long,” Rachel recalled.
“Since I was living in the dorm
and going home on the weekends,
my dad agreed to a cat if it met his
specifications,” she explained. “It had
to be a female kitten, black with some
white, and it had to be fixed.”
Soon thereafter, Rachel was
looking through the local newspaper.
Lo and behold, there was an ad for
free kittens. The lady had three left.
Two were orange tiger striped, but
one was black with two white spots
www.nowmagazines.com
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— one on her chest and another
on her belly. “She met all my dad’s
specifications,” Rachel said, stating
she took her to be spayed the week
after bringing her home. “I named her
Liana. In Hebrew, that stands for ‘my
God has answered.’ Liana is enjoying
her freedom to explore at my parents’
house now, rather than being cooped
up all day in the apartment.”
Rachel is doing more than just
reading and watching good stories.
She’s living a good story while
continuing to learn more about
herself, as she journeys into the next
chapter of adulthood. She refers to
this time in her first apartment as
a rough draft, or blueprint, for all
the good living she has ahead of
her. “I’m still learning my style. This
apartment is helping me figure out
who I am, when it comes to a specific
style,” she said. “I’m sure I’ll expand
my decorating horizons one day when
I get a house.” But for now, Rachel
is content knowing she has created a
comfortably unique home away from
home that reflects who she is — a
bright and shining individual who
lives each day to the fullest.
www.nowmagazines.com

20

EnnisNOW April 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

21

EnnisNOW April 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

22

EnnisNOW April 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

23

EnnisNOW April 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

24

EnnisNOW April 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

25

EnnisNOW April 2018

In his lifetime thus far, he’s competed in matches and
tournaments around the country, winning much more
than losing. He’s won several matches with a four-move
checkmate. But, losses to Larry are learning methods.
“You can go back, map out moves and re-see what you
missed,” Larry explained. “Sometimes, I’ve even allowed
people to win, so I can learn more about the game. The
most important thing to remember when playing chess is
to pay close attention to the board at all times.”
Chess represents the way people in medieval times
lived. The way the chessboard is arranged tells a lot about
its origins. The six different pieces — king, queen, bishop,
knight, castle and pawn — offer a cross section of
medieval times. The names of each piece are examples of
the era’s grandeur, ceremony and war.
The king is the tallest piece on the board. The goal,
much like in medieval times, is to protect the king at all
costs. The king is the most important piece in the game
because without it, the game will be lost. But, he’s not the
most powerful piece.
The queen is the only female representative piece on

Playing Their Own Game
— By Sandra Strong
Larry Candy has loved chess, considered the oldest
skill game in the world, since he was a young boy. He first
learned the rules of the strategic game in the sixth grade.
“I skipped lunch to play with my teachers,” he admitted.
“Once I started beating them at the game, they no longer
wanted to play me.”
Those early days of learning progressed into a lifetime
of memories for Larry. His journey with chess continued
through adulthood. “I’ve never stopped playing,” he
stated. “I excelled in chess while I was in high school,
thanks to all my civics teacher, Mr. Zumwalt, taught me
about the game. I learned how to use the horses (knights)
in a more aggressive manner.” Larry even played as a
member of the military chess league while he was serving
his country.
www.nowmagazines.com
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the board, but she is by far the most
significant. The queen, in medieval
times, held a powerful, yet precarious
position. The king was oftentimes
influenced by her advice.
Bishops, knights and castles come
in twos, while there are eight pawns
per player, both in white and black.
The bishop represents the church,
while the knight represents the
professional soldier, whose job it was
to protect persons of rank, much
like the playing pieces do. Many
times, knights will be sacrificed in a
move to protect the more important
pieces. The castle is compared to
home, just as castles were home in
medieval times. The pawns represent
the laborers, and they are most always
sacrificed in the game to save the
pieces that hold more value.
If you’ve never played chess before
and would like to know more about
it, you can learn from Larry, a chess
master, as he teaches a class at the
library. His students range in age
from 8 to their early 20s. Once the
basics are mastered, Larry teaches
strategies, and he’s learned, over time,
that every player has their own unique
strategy. “Some players are very quiet,
taking their time with each move,”
he shared. “Others are talkative and
attack quickly.” A game can take mere
minutes or several hours.
Larry teaches opening moves,
control of the board and how to slow
the game down, when needed. “And,
I let them know early on that the
white pieces have the power because
white always moves first in chess,”
Larry explained.
Regardless of the type of player
you are or may turn out to be under
Larry’s tutelage, his advice remains
the same. “Play the game at your own
pace,” he stated, “and don’t ever be
afraid to ask me questions.” Once the
fundamentals of chess are mastered,
Larry encourages people to just “play
their own game.”
Editor’s Note: Chess classes are held every Wednesday
at the Ennis Public Library, beginning at 4:00 p.m.

www.nowmagazines.com
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CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
Frances Pool

— By Rachel Smith

When family gathers, with six children and 23 grandchildren, Frances Pool has many
plates to fill. “I’ve baked many birthday cakes over the years,” she admitted. But, like
everyone, she had to start from the beginning. At about 9 or 10 years old, her first
recipe required 1/2 cup Crisco, but she was unaware of fractions. “I added 3 cups
because I thought, One plus two is three! The dogs wouldn’t even eat it,” she laughed.
Frances’ cooking has improved since then! She created a cookbook containing four
decades’ worth of delicious recipes for her daughters. “Now, my granddaughters are
wanting to know where their copies are,” she grinned. But, there is one ingredient that
makes her recipes more special. “Every time,” she said, “I add a dash of love!”

Wash Day Cobbler
1 stick margarine
1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
1 cup milk
1 large can fruit (peaches, apples,
cherries, blueberries or blackberries,
or fresh berries)
1 tsp. cinnamon (for peaches and
apples only)
1/2 cup brown sugar
1. In a 9x13-inch pan, melt margarine.
2. In a large bowl, mix flour, sugar and milk.

Pour batter into pan; do not stir.
3. Add fruit, with a little bit of the fruit juice.
Sprinkle cinnamon, if using, and brown sugar
on top. Bake at 350 F for 30-40 minutes,
until golden brown.
4. Note: If you like a lot of crust, double the
flour, sugar and milk.

Matador
12 flour tortillas (divided use)
2 cans refried beans (divided use)
2 lbs. lean ground beef, cooked and
drained (divided use)
12 oz. taco sauce (divided use)
www.nowmagazines.com
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16 oz. sour cream
2 pkgs. taco seasoning
16 oz. cheese, grated (divided use)
2 small cans sliced black olives
Green onions, chopped, to taste
1. Spray a 9x13-inch casserole dish with
PAM cooking spray. Place 6 tortillas in the
bottom of the dish; cover with 1 can refried
beans, half the ground beef and half the
taco sauce.
2. Mix the sour cream with the taco
seasoning. Spread half the sour cream
mixture over the meat; cover with half the
cheese. Repeat the process, ending with
the cheese.
3. Sprinkle olives and green onions over the
top. Bake at 350 F until the cheese bubbles.

“The Best” Oatmeal Cookies
2 sticks butter or margarine
1 pkg. Jell-O instant pudding mix
2 eggs, beaten
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup sugar
1 1/4 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
3 1/2 cups oatmeal
1 cup pecans, chopped

1. In a large bowl, cream together the first
5 ingredients. Sift in the next 3 ingredients.
Add pecans.
2. Mix together well. Drop by teaspoonfuls
on cookie sheet.
3. Bake at 375 F for 10-12 minutes. Do
not overcook.

Broccoli Salad
5 cups fresh cauliflower, cut into
bite-size pieces
5 cups fresh broccoli, cut into
bite-size pieces
2 cups cheese, grated
1 cup green onion, chopped
1 cup celery, chopped
1 cup ranch dressing
Salt and pepper, to taste
1. Mix all ingredients together well; serve chilled.

Salsa
4 large tomatoes
1 large onion
2 jalapeños
2 cloves fresh garlic
1/2 cup cilantro
1/2 cup green onion
1 Tbsp. salt
Pepper, to taste
1. Finely chop all vegetables. Mix together
with salt and pepper.
2. Refrigerate for 1-2 hours before serving.

Quiche
8 large eggs, beaten
1/4 cup milk
Salt and pepper, to taste
1 cup cheese, grated
1 unbaked pie crust
Fillings:
Diced ham, to taste
Crisp bacon, crumbled, to taste
Cooked sausage, crumbled, to taste
Onion, chopped, to taste
Green onion, chopped, to taste
Mushrooms, sliced, to taste
1. Beat eggs, milk and salt and pepper until
fluffy; add cheese.
2. For fillings: Add any or all listed filling
ingredients. Pour into crust. Note: Be careful to
only fill crust 3/4 of the way, as quiche will rise
when baked. Bake at 325 F for 45 minutes.

To view recipes from current
and previous issues, visit
www.nowmagazines.com.
www.nowmagazines.com
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BusinessNOW

City Real
Estate
— By Virginia Riddle
City Real Estate
101 N.W. Main St., Ennis, TX 75119
(972) 878-2222
Fax: (972) 878-2225
citytxrealestate.com
Facebook: City Real Estate
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Weekends by appointment.

Listening to clients and buyers to determine what
their needs are is paramount to the 42 real estate agents
associated with City Real Estate in its Ennis, Red Oak,
Waxahachie and Corsicana offices. “We want to match
their needs to our services, so buyers find what they
want, and clients sell their property,” Wayne Norcross,
principal broker and owner, stated.
City Real Estate and in-house Guild Mortgage offer
full service including residential and commercial real
www.nowmagazines.com

estate, manufactured homes and new construction. “We
now offer land and are developing a focus on a new
farm and ranch division,” Amelia Valdez, designated
broker, said.
These professional agents meet challenges in the
real estate market. “Buyers and sellers can search the
Internet for properties,” Amelia said. “Those tools are
great, but technology is a double-edged sword. It must
be kept up-to-date to be useful. We work with all kinds
of demographics and have the most recent data on
our site. It’s a group effort. We keep up with the many
changes that occur in the market, state promulgated
contracts and financing.”
“Our offices are set up with agents who keep up
with all aspects of real estate,” Wayne added. “Their
education and experience enable us to do a great job.”
Buyers can choose to work through Guild Mortgage
or any other lender, such as community banks. VA,
30
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FHA, USDA, Texas Land Bank and
Ag Texas loans can be obtained
through Guild Mortgage. “Increased
demand in our real estate market
has opened niches in the market,”
Wayne explained.
A real estate agent since 1998,
Amelia said, “I love seeing a client
reach a goal. It’s rewarding and
exciting to see buyers realize their
dreams. An Ennis native, Amelia is
a member of the Texas Association
of Realtors and holds the following
National Association of Realtors
designations: Accredited Buyer’s
Representative, Seller Representative
Specialist and Graduate
REALTOR® Institute. Amelia is
bilingual in English and Spanish.
Chinese is spoken by another agent.
Janie Hendrix, self-described as a
country girl with City Real Estate,
has been an agent since 2005. “Our
clients come first,” she stated. She
holds memberships in TAR and
NAR and has earned the ABR, SRS
and is a Pricing Strategy Advisor.
In addition to memberships in
TAR, NAR and the Texas Land
Institute, agents and the agency
are members of the local boards
of Realtors and the Chambers of
Commerce in the cities in which
offices are located. “We’re a member
of the multiple listing service
wherever we have an agent working,
which includes Houston, Austin and
Odessa,” Wayne explained.
The agency actively volunteers in
each community it serves. “Wayne’s
the best broker. He’s always on
board, so the Ennis community
knows we’re here for them,” Amelia
said. The agency participates with
Lights of Ennis, Main Street, Home
for the Brave, CASA and the SPCA;
has a partnership with the American
Legion; and offers scholarships to
area high school seniors.
“We’re a small-town real
estate company focused on local
involvement,” Wayne said.
“We’re growing because we’ve
developed trust.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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TravelNOW

Hidden Gems
— By Allison Burdick
What do gold, Bruce Lee, and strawberries have in common? They’re
all part of Seattle’s heritage shared through not one, not two, but
three National Park Service sites that explore the area’s history, culture
and community.

he managed to start a shoe empire. Kids can earn Junior Ranger badges
by completing activities, while they explore the park. Short films and
rotating exhibits are also part of the experience and help visitors delve
deeper into the impact of the gold rush on Seattle.

History: Pioneer Square

Culture: Chinatown-International District

Situated within historic Pioneer Square (Seattle’s original
neighborhood) is a restored building known as the Cadillac Hotel.
Constructed in 1889, it is now the home of Klondike Gold Rush
National Historical Park, which shares stories from the 1897-98 gold
rush in the Yukon Territory of Canada that swept gold-seekers through
Seattle and up toward the Klondike gold fields. History buffs are
exposed to Seattle and the Pacific Northwest’s past through the eyes of
stampeders looking to strike it rich, including John Nordstrom and how

A short walk from Pioneer Square is the Chinatown-International
District, a neighborhood rich in restaurants, shops and public art. The
Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience, an
affiliated area of the National Park System, celebrates the art, history
and culture of Asian-Pacific Americans through vivid storytelling and
inspiring experiences. Learn how the neighborhood shaped Seattle’s
most famous martial artist and world icon, Bruce Lee. Take a historic
building tour and catch preserved scenes of the everyday lives of the

All hail to the Klondike!

Enter the Dragon!

www.nowmagazines.com
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hundreds of Chinese, Japanese and Filipino
immigrants who once made this building their
home. A menu of other guided tours takes you
through the neighborhood — including one
led by your stomach — with different seasonal
dishes that may include dumplings, noodles,
rice and barbecue.

Community: Bainbridge
Island

Nidoto Nai Yoni — “Let it Not Happen Again.”
A short, and extremely scenic, ferry
ride from Pioneer Square takes visitors
to Bainbridge Island, a community that
encourages us all to learn from a dark chapter
in our nation’s history. Japanese immigrants
first began arriving on the island in the 1880s,
and strawberry farming was introduced in
1908. Many Japanese Americans went on
to own and operate farms on the island and
became integral to the community. However,
immediately following the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the United States government began
arresting and facilitating the mass removal of
all individuals of Japanese ancestry from the
West Coast. The Bainbridge Island community
was the first to have its members of Japanese
ancestry forcibly removed from their homes.
The Bainbridge Island Japanese American
Exclusion Memorial, a unit of Minidoka
National Historic Site, is an old-growth red
cedar, granite and basalt memorial that honors
all 276 Japanese and Japanese Americans
who were exiled from the Bainbridge Island
community. These were the first of what
would become 120,000 individuals of Japanese
ancestry — two-thirds of whom were United
States citizens — forcibly removed from their
homes and incarcerated during World War II.
Visitors can check regularly for tour schedules.
Whether you are looking for stories,
activities or new cuisine, the Seattle area is your
destination with three National Park Service
sites to visit, all easily accessible through public
transit. For maps and other planning tools, visit
www.nps.gov/state/wa/index.htm.
Photos courtesy of the National Park Service.

www.nowmagazines.com

33

EnnisNOW April 2018

Better Safe Than Sorry
— By Zachary R. Urquhart

If it has not happened yet, you can expect to get
the first tornado scare of the year any day now.
Late spring to early summer is the height of storm
season in North Texas, and you will want to be
sure you are prepared for an emergency situation.
Here are some ideas for what to stock up on and
how to be as ready as possible if severe weather
comes your way.
Have a Plan
• Know your home’s safest spot. Depending on your house,
this could be a simple one. You want to stay away from
windows, ideally staying close to interior walls without
much that could fall on you. Most importantly, make
sure everyone in your home knows where to go in case
of danger, so you do not have children panicking and
missing if storms are happening.
www.nowmagazines.com

• Know how to leave. One of the saddest sights when
major storms hit are the thousands of cars along the
freeways trying to find refuge. Be sure you know the
major evacuation routes, so if you have to evacuate, you
can get somewhere to stay for a while.
• Know if you can bunk with a friend. If your house does
not offer a good safe spot, plan ahead to have a place
you can go when severe weather is expected. You might
34

EnnisNOW April 2018

have friends who have a bunker,
or at least a better safe spot than
you do. Storm shelters are not the
norm in this part of the country,
but more and more contractors are
offering to build or install them.

Have Supplies
• Get food and water now. If you
want to avoid the price gouging that
sometimes happens in a storm’s
aftermath, go ahead and stock up
on bottled water and canned foods.
One easy plan is to always have a
surplus of those items, and every
few months, consume what you
have and buy replenishment. Be
sure to include food for your pets
when you are making your grocery
list. And remember that your pets
will increase the amount of water
you need.
• There are other useful items. If you
lose power, you may not be able to
do much about your refrigerator
and cold food, but you can be
ready to stay warm with plenty of
blankets. And just like you should
have a stock of sustenance, be
sure you have a supply of the
www.nowmagazines.com

35

EnnisNOW April 2018

batteries you will need for
flashlights and any items that are
essential for your family.

Have Information
• Use the radio in the mornings. Each
morning, before you press play on
your favorite CD or turn to your
satellite music station of choice,
tune into a station that includes
regular news and regular updates.
Forecasters never know exactly
when storms might sprout up, but
they usually have an idea at least a
few hours in advance. In the same
vein, keep a television turned on
and tuned to a major network.
You don’t have to do anything
more than watch for a break from
regularly scheduled programming to
bring a breaking weather update.
• Download a Weather App. There
are many options, so many in
fact that the only bad choice is
not having one at all. Apps like
WeatherBug or AccuWeather will
not only warn you of tornadoes
and extreme conditions, they
also track lightning, so you know
whether it is smart to be outside in
less severe conditions.
Hopefully, you will never need
any of these tips. But, if the worst
does happen, your best plan is to
be prepared.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Around Town N

Trish Zabojnik encourages those passing by to
cast their vote in the city election.

Zoomed In:

Reagan Perez

By Sandra Strong

Reagan Perez is just like any other 11-year-old boy — always inquisitive,
constantly hungry and ready for the next adventure that comes his way. His
most recent adventure included pictures on the Internet, a comb and some
haircutting scissors. “I had grown my hair for a year before getting it cut,” he
said with a smile. “I didn’t like the new hair at first, but I really like it now.”
His mom, Amber, was the force behind the unwanted haircut. She had a
desire to see his cute face, and now she can because he’s taking pride in fixing it
each morning. As Reagan gets ready to take another bite of his glazed donut, he
can’t help but smile because he now understands how good change can be.

Mildred Patak celebrates her 88th birthday.

Rey Carrillo, 3 years old, enjoys driving around
the carwash parking lot in his Lightening
McQueen car.

Pampered Pets holds a ribbon cutting and open house.
www.nowmagazines.com

38

EnnisNOW April 2018

n NOW

Screen Doctors holds a recent Chamber ribbon cutting.

Marty Martell and Penny, a 1-year-old Rottweiler,
take a morning walk at the park.

Freedom Storage holds an open house.

Several workers with FJS Masonry stop
working on the masonry job at Sno-Biz Lions to
pose for a photograph.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Calendar
April:

7

O’Reilly TOPMA Outlaw Pro Mod Series:
Texas Motorplex. For more information,
visit www.texasmotorplex.com.
Fundraiser for Heritage Jaguar Band:
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Midlothian
Stadium, 1800 S. 14th St., Midlothian.
A $20 donation will be made to the
Heritage Jaguar Band for every test drive
taken at Waxahachie Ford during the
car show. Registration for the car show
is free when you participate in the Ford
Drive. For more information, contact
Randy Griffith at (817) 308-7412 or at
vpoperations@heritagejaguarband.com.

For more information, visit
www.texasmotorplex.com.

13

8th Annual Share the Love Gala: 6:00
p.m. The event benefits CASA of
Ellis County. For more details, visit
www.casaofelliscounty.org.

14

Waxahachie Symphony Association –
When Swing Was King: SAGU Jazz
Band with WHS Jazz Band: 7:00 p.m.,
SAGU Hagee Communication Center
Performance Hall, 1200 Sycamore
St. For more information, visit
www.waxahachiesymphony.org.

7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22,
28, 29

Scarborough Renaissance Festival:
2511 FM 66, Exit 399A and I-35E,
Waxahachie. Festival is set back in the
time of King Henry VIII with arts, crafts,
vendors, food and entertainment. For
more information, call (972) 938-3247 or
visit www.srfestival.com.

8

Race Wars: Texas Motorplex.
For more information, visit
www.texasmotorplex.com.

11 — 15

Lucas Oil Divisional Southern
Nitro Night: Texas Motorplex.

21

Street Car Takeover: Texas
Motorplex. For more information,
visit www.texasmotorplex.com.

27, 28

NHRDA Texas Diesel Nationals: Texas
Motorplex. For more information, visit
www.texasmotorplex.com.

29

Wildflower Walk at Ellis County Rural
Heritage Farm, Inc.: 130 Cunningham
Meadows. Tour of natural areas
of the farm to learn about Texas
Blackland Prairie flora and fauna. Cohosted with the Indian Trail Chapter
of the Master Naturalists. For more
information, call (972) 937-0681 or
visit www.ruralheritagefarm.org.

30
19 — 22

Crossroads of Texas Film & Music
Festival: The festival is a tribute festival
that not only celebrates Waxahachiemade films, but also salutes films
made in Texas or by Texans. The
event will include fun, films, food,
music and so much more. For tickets
and more detailed information, visit
www.crossroadsoftxff.com.

Festival of the Arts: 5:00-8:00
p.m., Worship Center at ORBC,
3251 Ovilla Rd. Free admission.
For more information or for
details on submitting artwork,
email Jami Navarro at jnavarro@
ovillachristianschool.org.

W3 – Wonderful Women in
Waxahachie Girl Camper & Sisters on
the Fly Texas Rally: Getzendaner Park,
Waxahachie. For more information,
visit www.waxahachiecvb.com or
www.girlcamper.com.

May:

20

4,5

Ultimate Street Night: Texas Motorplex.
Visit www.texasmotorplex.com for
more information.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Waxahachie Cinco de Mayo Festival:
downtown Waxahachie. Hosted by
Ellis County Hispanic Organization

April 2018
(ECHO). For more information, visit
www.elliscountyhispanicorg.com.

dinner and listen to what the guest
speaker for the evening has to share.
For more information and to RSVP,
call Mike Lamb at (214) 763-0378 or
visit vetsnetgrp@att.
Ellis County Aggie Moms meeting:
7:00 p.m., Waxahachie First United
Methodist Church, 505 W. Marvin,
Waxahachie. For more information,
visit www.elliscountyaggiemoms.org.

Ongoing:
Mondays
Sign Language Class: 4:00-5:30 p.m.,
Ennis Public Library, 501 W. Ennis
Ave. Classes are free and available for
all ages. No sign up required.

Fourth Mondays
Texas Master Naturalists Indian Trails
Chapter: 6:00 p.m., First United
Methodist Church, Waxahachie. The
program begins at 7:00 p.m. For more
information about the group, visit
www.txmn.org/indiantrail.

Third Mondays
Ellis County Veterans Networking
Group: 6:00 p.m., Ryan’s Buffet,
Waxahachie. Come join the group for

Tuesdays
Lariat Bridge Club: 6:30 p.m., Boy
Scout Cabin, 1139 Brown St.,
Waxahachie. For more information or

www.nowmagazines.com
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to confirm the meeting, email Shari
at weatherscf@yahoo.com or call
(505) 270-4017.
Fourth Saturdays
Bristol Opry: 7:00 p.m., featuring
local singers and musicians.
Sponsored by Bristol Cemetery
Association and Caring Hands of
Bristol. For more information,
contact Jim Gatlin at (972) 846-2211.

Submissions are welcome and published as
space allows. Send your current event details
to sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com.

Did You Know …
Texas Wildflowers Are Always Blooming?
— By Derek Jones
Driving through Texas in spring, it is not uncommon to find
vehicles parked along the roadside and families taking pictures among
the waving seas of bluebonnets and Indian paintbrushes. Snapping
photos among the wildflowers, particularly bluebonnets, is a favorite
Texas tradition.
The city of Ennis, south of Dallas, was designated as the home
of the Official Texas Bluebonnet Trail in 1997. The trail itself is a
mapped series of country roads, which takes the driver through 40
miles of fields covered in bluebonnets. Whether viewing bluebonnets
along the official trail, or just traveling between cities and towns, there
is no shortage of opportunities to view these amazing wildflowers
during springtime. As the bluebonnets emerge from their winter
slumber, families will once again flock to these roadside destinations
in hopes of the perfect spring photo.
The bluebonnet has been the official state flower of Texas ever
since it was adopted by the state legislature in 1901. It was not until
the creation of the Texas Highway Department in 1917, now known
www.nowmagazines.com

as Texas Department of Transportation, that there was a systematic
program to ensure the sustainability of bluebonnets and other
Texas wildflowers near roadways. According to TxDOT, part of the
conservation program involves prohibiting mowing alongside the
highways until wildflower season is over.
TxDOT has expanded its wildflower program even further, now
buying and sowing 30,000 pounds of wildflower seed each year.
Thanks to these initiatives, Texas wildflower enthusiasts will be
able to enjoy the spring bluebonnets and wildflowers alongside the
highways for generations to come.
TxDOT has been instrumental in preserving Texas wildflowers,
but perhaps no other name is as synonymous with wildflowers as
that of former First Lady of the United States, Lady Bird Johnson.
As First Lady, she was able to apply her passion for beautifying the
nation’s highways and cities and political influence to help pass the
Highway Beautification Act in 1965. Because of her influence and
involvement, the bill is informally referred to as, “Lady Bird’s Bill.”
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Thankfully, she had the foresight to know making the nation a place of
beauty also makes it a better place to live.
Part of making the nation a place of beauty requires focusing
on native wildflowers and creating environments in which they can
flourish. After her term as First Lady ended, Mrs. Johnson returned
to Texas. Living in Austin, she partnered with actress Helen Hayes in
1982 to create the National Wildflower Research Center. Later, in 1997,
the center was renamed The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.
Through the efforts of the research center, native plants and flowers
of Texas are being restored in areas where they had been wiped out
due to development. Today, The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
stands as a legacy to a woman who devoted her life to adding a bit of
color and beauty to the Texas landscape.
Although Texas may be famous for its fields of bluebonnets and
Indian paintbrushes, the state is also home to many other unique
wildflowers. For example, another favorite is the sunflower. The
contrast of the bright yellow against a clear, blue Texas sky creates
a breathtaking image and, like the bluebonnets, is worthy of family
photographs. As with bluebonnets, these Texas favorites reach their
peak in the spring before the heat from the harsh Texas sun withers
them. Whether a favorite color is blue, red, yellow or a combination of
these, the wildflowers of Texas do not disappoint.
For Texans who truly love wildflowers and have a discerning eye,
spring is not the only time worthy of viewing. During any season or
month, there are a variety of wildflowers blooming and flourishing.
www.nowmagazines.com

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center website is a valuable tool
for finding information about these lesser known wildflowers. For
example, the website lists 20 wildflowers growing during the freezing
temperatures of January and 24 examples growing during the heat
of July.
The extremes of Texas weather only serve to create great diversity
among the wildflowers. Institutions such as The Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center, the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden and
Fort Worth Botanic Garden offer exceptional spots for year-round
viewing of wildflowers and plants found in Texas and serve as hubs
for information about native plant life.
The extremes of weather contribute to the wide range of
wildflowers in Texas, as does the state’s landscape. Woodlands,
prairies, coastal regions and desert can all be found in this great
state, and each region serves as a perfect environment for acclimated
wildflowers. For example, The Lady Bird Wildflower Center has a
state-by-state listing of wildflowers. Most of them are listed within
a single state. Texas, however, is listed by six distinct geographic
divisions. The environment of the region determines which
wildflowers grow. From lush environments to harsh landscapes, Texas
wildflowers demonstrate their ability to thrive and adapt.
Wildflowers are a true Texas treasure. The variety found in the
Lone Star State will satisfy even the most die-hard enthusiast.
Editor’s Note: For more information, visit www.txdot.gov and www.wildflower.org.
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FinanceNOW

Questions to Ask
Before Taking
Social Security
Social Security can be an important part of your retirement income.
So, before you start making decisions about your payments, you’ll want to
know what questions to ask. Here are a few to consider:
How soon can I start collecting Social Security?
You can begin receiving Social Security as early as age 62. However,
your payments, as well as the survivor benefits payable to your spouse, will
be significantly lower than if you wait until your full retirement age, which
is likely to be between 66 and 67.
Can I wait until I’m past full retirement age to begin
collecting payments?
Yes. Your monthly benefits will continue to rise until you reach 70, at
which point they will max out.
Which is better: taking smaller payments for more years, or larger
payments for fewer years?
There’s no simple answer to this question. If you are in good health
and have a family history of longevity, you may decide it’s worth your
while to wait as long as possible before collecting benefits. Also, if you
enjoy working and don’t immediately need the Social Security payments,
you may choose to wait. On the other hand, if your health is questionable,
or if you would rather retire than continue working, you might want
to start taking payments earlier. And, of course, if you simply need the
money to help support yourself, you may not be able to wait. Additionally,

www.nowmagazines.com

don’t forget potential implications for your spouse. Since the survivor
benefit is based on the size of your retirement benefit, it may make sense
to delay and maximize your retirement benefit, which could help provide
the maximum benefit for your surviving spouse.
If I’m still employed when I begin taking Social Security, will my
monthly checks be reduced?
If you’re working, and you start collecting benefits before you reach full
retirement age, your payments could be reduced if you earn more than the
Social Security earnings limits, which are adjusted each year. Once you pass
your full retirement age, though, you can earn as much as you like without
having your payments reduced (although they could still be taxed).
Will I be taxed on my Social Security benefits?
Social Security benefits can be taxable at any age, whether you’re
employed or not. To understand your tax liability, consult with your
tax advisor.
Can I claim Social Security benefits based on my spouse’s earnings?
Yes, you may be eligible for Social Security benefits based on your
spouse’s earnings and Social Security record. This benefit is available
if your full retirement benefit is less than half of your spouse’s full
retirement benefit. The spousal benefit is only available if your spouse has
already filed for benefits.
These aren’t all the questions you may need to ask about Social Security,
but they can give you a good idea of what you should know before taking
action. So, take your time, get the professional advice you need and make
the right choices. You’ve contributed to Social Security your entire working
life, so you’ve earned the right to maximize your benefits.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Jeff Irish is an Edward Jones representative based in Ennis.
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