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Editor’s Note
Hello Friends and Family!
It’s not always April showers that bring on the May
flowers. Sometimes it’s the diligence of the gardener and her
watering can. I’m very good at shopping for the landscaping
plants. I’m even better at digging in the dirt when it comes
time to plant. But, in the past I’ve failed miserably trying to
keep them alive. I probably should write “Water Plants” on
my daily calendar, so I’ll remember to do so, otherwise my
garden will be producing dried up, dead sprigs instead of
healthy Mexican heather and bright yellow lantana.
Even though daddy has been gone for nearly 11 months,
as a family we’re still going to celebrate him on the 14th. I look forward to spending the
afternoon on the lake, as my brothers and I are finally ready to scatter his ashes. I predict it will
be a very special birthday indeed!

Sandra
Sandra Strong
WaxahachieNOW Editor
sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com
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— By Sandra Strong

You wouldn’t know by looking, but Jessica
Sigler hasn’t always been a math teacher. “Right
after I graduated from high school, I went to
work as a legal secretary,” Jessica stated. “Eight
years later, I realized I wasn’t happy.” Amy
Barnett, Jessica’s best friend since their days in
kindergarten, gave her the encouragement she
needed to change careers, and Jessica couldn’t
be happier with the choice she made. “Amy
is a teacher in Ferris. She kept telling me
to be a teacher,” Jessica shared. “I
wasn’t sure I had the
patience needed to
be a good teacher.”

www.nowmagazines.com
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“Most
importantly, you
have to be able to

connect

Jessica observed Amy’s class one
day to see if teaching really might be
something she wanted to do. While there,
Jessica asked her friend a question, and the answer
sealed her decision. “I asked her why she thought I
would make a good teacher,” Jessica explained. “She
said, ‘Because you are active and organized.’”
Once the decision to move forward into her
new role as an educator was made, Jessica returned
to the classroom, too. She earned her degree in
elementary education from Texas A&M UniversityCommerce, and since that time she’s been teaching third
grade at Dunaway Elementary School. “I’m coming to the
end of my third year as a teacher,” she admitted, “and I love
it! It’s never the same from class to class, but now, there’s
meaning behind what I do.”
Transitional teaching was implemented this year, and
Jessica feels she found her true calling. “Granted, it’s more
difficult to keep up with three times as many students each
day, but I love being able to focus on one subject,” she
confessed. “I’m qualified to teach all subjects, but math is
by far my favorite.”
The third grade team at Dunaway is made up of
five teachers — three general and two bilingual.
Jessica has three separate classes per day
totaling about 65 students. “Having
www.nowmagazines.com

a good team makes
such a big difference,”
Jessica added. “We
all work well together,
which makes for a great
environment.” Students also
went from single-unit desks
to group seating, where they are
encouraged to work together as a team on
many of the daily lessons they are given.
Jessica offers an interactive classroom, where students help
one another to succeed. She does her best to incorporate all core
subjects into her math classes, especially reading comprehension,
since reading is so important at this grade level in relation to
standardized testing. She solves the dilemma of calling on
students fairly by using oversized Popsicle sticks, an idea that
many of her fellow teachers use. Each of her three classes is
represented by a cup. Each cup holds Popsicle sticks. Each stick
has a student’s name written on it. “When it’s time to call on
someone,” she smiled, “I just pull a stick.”
Several of the mathematical operations are learned and
memorized through song. The class learned how to round
numbers to the nearest 10 using a unique song method of
teaching. “Singing helps them make a connection, in turn making
it easier to remember the process for different operations,” she
explained. “Instead of working on worksheets, we practice our

with the children
— get on their
level.”
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math facts by drawing pictures and using
manipulatives.” By Christmas, most
of the students had already mastered
the process of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.
Grasping the concept of range
problems has proven to be the most
difficult for the students. “Several
mathematical equations need to be
solved within range problems before the

students can give a final answer,” Jessica
explained. “There are usually at least
two multiplication facts in each range
problems. And there is usually at
least one range problem on the
standardized testing.”
When learning the concept of
multiplication and division, students
www.nowmagazines.com

10

WaxahachieNOW April 2013

are taught the meaning of an array and
how it relates to overall problem solving.
Arrays use rows, columns and counters
to work multiplication and division
problems. Felt and color counters are
standard tools in the classroom, but
anything can be used as a counter. “We’ve
used M&Ms and marshmallows,” Jessica
shared. “Making it fun helps with the
learning process, and using technology
can be very engaging for the students
because it keeps them interested.”
Once the students master the meaning
of an array, they are able to share that
knowledge with their parents, thus making
homework fun for the whole family.
Jessica has also found great success
with role playing in the classroom.
“Acting it out” makes math problems
come to life, whether on the board or on
paper. The goal is to be able to draw a
picture, acting it out to solve higher level
problems. “It’s all about critical thinking,”
www.nowmagazines.com
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Jessica added. “Children are learning
more advanced math skills earlier than
in the past. They are no longer just
memorizing flash cards. They’re figuring
out the process in order to become good
problem solvers.”
As far as Jessica is concerned, three
qualities make her a good teacher. “I’m
OCD (obsessive-compulsive disorder). I
like order and cleanliness. Organization
and classroom management are so
important,” she confessed. “Most
importantly, you have to be able to

“We all work well
together, which
makes for a great
environment.”
connect with the children — get on their
level. Each child is different, so you have
to be able to differentiate and connect
with each one individually.”
Third graders at Dunaway know what
to expect when they come to math class.
“I may be stern,” Jessica stated, “but I’ve
learned that children want structure.”
Jessica believes the little things can
make the biggest difference. She’s found
that giving her students five minutes to
“share” can make for a better overall
classroom experience for everyone. “Just
www.nowmagazines.com
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listening,” she added. “Sometimes that’s
key to a good day or a not so good day.
There is so much to learn in a third
grade math class. Jessica’s goals may
seem lofty, but as her students prepare to
transition to the next level of elementary
school, she is confident in knowing she
has done her best to impart the lessons
necessary to bring them continued
success as they become fourth graders.
“I want them to move forward having
learned a sense of responsibility for their

own actions,” Jessica said. “I want them
to be good problem solvers; to know they
can really do math. Most importantly, I
want them to have respect for themselves
and for their fellow classmates.”
Jessica is devoted to her children at
school during school hours, making sure
to give them 110 percent. In doing so,
she has found she’s able to give the same
quality time and attention to her husband,
Dale, and their two children, Brice and
Brynn, when she’s at home. Making a
career change three years ago gave Jessica
the best of both worlds. “I’m happy at
work,” she said, “and we’re all happy
at home.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Florence Phillips

Although successful in
her business pursuits,
she never lost her
desire to get her
college degree.
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Ordinarily, one would not
expect to see a petite, 70-year-old
grandma among the graduating
students of a college commencement
ceremony. But Wanda Bolgiano is
not an ordinary woman. Growing
up in Louisiana, she knew from
an early age she wanted to pursue a
higher education. After graduating
from Anacoco High School in
Anacoco, Louisiana, she enrolled
in Northwestern College (now
Northwestern State University)
in Natchitoches, Louisiana. With
one year completed, she married
Morris Bolgiano and put her
college days on hold. They had
two sons, Randy and Richard. “I
worked full time; and with raising
two boys, I just couldn’t find time
to go back to school,” Wanda said.
Morris spent three years in the
Navy, and when he got out they
moved to DeSoto, Texas. “When we
moved here, we worked in insurance,
and then we started our own agency,”
Morris said. “The kids got married and
grandchildren came along — there was
always something coming along to delay
Wanda’s dream.” The couple thrives on
being grandparents to three boys. They
love going to their sports activities and
www.nowmagazines.com

19

WaxahachieNOW April 2012

having them stay overnight at their house.
Wanda was emphatic that everything
the boys want to do includes having
fun! In 2004, the Bolgianos moved to
Waxahachie where they have a spacious
home full of calm and comfort. One
son and his family lives in Files Valley,
the other in Midlothian, so they are close
enough to have frequent family times
with their parents.
Wanda has worked in the insurance
business as an agent since 1983. Although
successful in her business pursuits, she

never lost her desire to get her college
degree. Two years ago, she told her
husband she was planning to finish her
education. She learned there was an
open house at Navarro College, so they
attended it. “Everyone was so friendly,”
Wanda said. “When we left, I told Morris,
‘I’m going back.’”
She found going back late in life wasn’t
so bad, except for the math. “I really had
www.nowmagazines.com
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to work at that,” she said. Fortunately, she
had two helpers close by. Her daughterin-law is a math teacher, and Morris was
a math major in college, so they helped
her when she needed it. Morris coaxed
her to change to a major where she
wouldn’t have to take math, but Wanda
waited a long time to get what she
wanted, and she wasn’t going to settle for
one iota less. She harnessed her dream
and ran with it. Although she continued
to work full time, she studied in the office
when business was slow. At home, she
would retreat to the recreation
room upstairs where she could
have privacy and quiet to hit
the books.
The younger students at the
college found it interesting to
have a more mature woman
in their class. They treated her
like a mother, often telling her
if she needed help to let them
know, and they would help her.
She made many friends there.
“Many of them didn’t know
my age. They thought I was a
lot younger,” she said. With her
youthful appearance, energy
and quick wit it’s easy to be
misled about her age.
Wanda’s faith was also a big
help. She prayed a lot when getting ready
for tests. “She often asked me to pray for
her, too,” Morris said.
With a mischievous sparkle in her blue
eyes, Wanda shot back, “I even had the
other students praying for me.” With
college, a home to take care of and a
husband to keep happy, Wanda had a full
schedule. Still, she never slowed down or
fell behind in assignments. Morris helped
www.nowmagazines.com
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her by pitching in with the housework.
“He even did the laundry, sorting the
clothes according to color just like I
would,” Wanda said, her joy in him so
evident. Even after 52 years of marriage
their love for each other is obvious.
Wanda is passionate about higher
education for anyone, but especially
women. “So many women work these
days, and many are raising their children
without a partner. With a college degree
they can usually move up in a company
and get promotions.” She stressed how
easy it is to go to school either full time

She found going back
late in life wasn’t
so bad, except for
the math.
(12 hours) or part time. “They can go to
night classes or do their lessons online at
home. That way they can work at their
own time and speed,” she added.
Education isn’t the only thing Wanda
cares about. She loves to bowl with
the grandchildren. She enjoys cooking,
gardening and entertaining friends in
her home. She also participates in her
church’s program of preparing meals for
families in need — one thing she wishes
she had more time for. As for one-onone time with Morris, they like to travel
and eat out at nice restaurants. They also
enjoy being together while relaxing at
www.nowmagazines.com
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home. “Even though we’re in different
offices, we still work together — but
we don’t discuss those things when we
get home. We leave our business at the
office,” she shared.
“We’re trying to get the company
built up, so we can have more free time
together,” Morris chimed in. “We’re
hoping in a couple years we’ll be able to
do that.”
On May 12, 2012, the seed Wanda
nurtured in her heart for so long
reached full bloom. On this longawaited moment, she rose from her seat
among 250 classmates and delivered a
praiseworthy speech, one of only three
people given this honor. She presumed
she was chosen to inspire other older
people to get an education. “When I
looked out at the audience it made me
nervous, but it worked out really well,”
she said. “All of my family was there, and
I could hear my grandchildren clapping
and cheering for me.”
“I couldn’t have stood up in front of
the auditorium full of people and done
that,” Morris added. “I was nervous to
begin with, and I crossed my fingers
when you started to talk,” he said. “She
told a little joke right at the beginning
that got everybody’s attention, and from
then on it was smooth sailing.”
While Wanda is proud of her
accomplishment, she isn’t content with
her educational achievements just yet.
She did so well getting her associate
degree in business that she earned extra
hours to put toward a bachelor’s degree
in business management. She plans to
start working on it this summer.
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Sydni Thomas

In need of a fresh start, Chris Gullo bought a
house in Waxahachie that became more than just a
home for him and his three children. The house has
provided a form of therapy as he transitioned into his
new role as a single father. Chris’ eye for detail and
love of antiques turned this city house
into farmhouse chic filled with thoughtful
details from vintage scales to the Edison
light bulbs in most light fixtures.

www.nowmagazines.com

Chris wanted an older home in good condition, but one
that still needed some attention and care. With no family ties
to Waxahachie, Chris moved here because of the impression
Waxahachie had left on him during previous antique shopping
trips. Moving here was his opportunity to start over, and the
house was his opportunity to heal. “I work in Dallas, and I
wanted something old,” Chris said. “All of the older homes in
Dallas are very expensive, so I started looking outside of the
area. The commute isn’t bad, and I’m able to live in a city with all
of the big city conveniences and small town charm.”
The house hunt ended when Chris found this home, which
had been built in the early 1900s. Previous owners had restored
it to living condition, and it has been on the Candlelight Tour
of Homes in previous years. Drawn to the 14-foot ceilings in
the living room and the fireplace and mantel, Chris envisioned
his life here with the kids. The house had character and a story.
Chris wanted to know it.
“I plan on researching the rest of the history of the house
soon,” Chris said. “I need time to go down to the bank and go
through records. So far we have been able to trace it back to the
depression era, but it changed hands during that time, and I’m
not sure why.”
Chris moved in with little more than his living room couch
and a few pieces of furniture. Antique shopping had been a
hobby of Chris’ for some time. He began hunting for great
deals at some of his favorite shops in Dallas, but ended up
finding some of his best ones in Waxahachie. Furnishing and
decorating the house will be a never-ending process for Chris.
In great condition when he bought it, he still had to make some
major improvements. The attic needed to be insulated, the house
needed new ducts, and he had to replace the air conditioner.
“Finding things for the house and working on making it
better has been therapy for me,” Chris admitted. “Things
need to be fixed, and it’s a very therapeutic process
working on the house. It also gives me something to do
when the kids are not here until the weekend.”
Chris and several neighbors share the driveway, so
the entrance is in the back. Just as welcoming as the
front, the back porch features a seating area with a
collection of bird houses and a dresser Chris revamped
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from the kitchen by the original outside
wall. One of the pieces Chris had before
he purchased the home was a large
shutter that fit perfectly in the toileinspired room. He found an old table
requiring some attention and paired
it with a set of mismatched chairs he
reupholstered himself with cloth napkins
from World Market.
When Max is home on the weekends,
he is full of ideas. The house has become
the family project. One of the biggest
projects Chris and his children have
undertaken was remodeling the guest
bathroom. The ceiling was low, but they

after purchasing it from missionaries
leaving the area. Through the door,
guests find themselves in a cozy sitting
room that opens up to the kitchen.
Reclaimed wood wraps the walls of both
rooms until it reaches the tin kitchen
back-splash.
Chris’ cast-iron skillet collection

hangs from a rack he and his
son, Max, installed themselves.
Taking center stage is a giant
kitchen island, with glass front
drawers filled with beans, corn
and coffee, making a boundary
between the two rooms. The
formal dining room is separated

www.nowmagazines.com
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raised it, giving the room a dramatic
makeover. They also installed a new
stained-glass window, reconstructing
an outer wall to make it fit. The clawfoot bathtub was already in the home.
Throughout the house, Chris also
replaced many of the standard light
fixtures with chandeliers and Edison
bulbs he found on his shopping hunts.
“We aren’t electricians or plumbers,”
Chris confessed. “We didn’t know how to
do most of the projects before we started
them. Max will see something he wants
to fix or create, and then we do it.”
Chris also has two daughters, Emily
and Erin. The three-bedroom home is
just big enough when they’re all together.
Chris gives up the master suite for
16-year-old Emily when she comes to
visit. The room is filled with small details
from the stacks of vintage suitcases
to the dresser with tiny key holes that
Emily and Chris restored together. The
master bathroom is bright and airy with
accents of green. It stays true to the old
character of the house with its claw-foot
bathtub, but has Chris’ twist of modern.
Just down the hall is 9-year-old Erin’s
room. Chris made this room bright by
adding colorful pieces of furniture:
a Pottery Barn loft bed and an Ikea
bookshelf that he repainted to give new
life. Max’s room is on the other side of
the house near the front entrance. It’s
a work in progress, but is taking on an
industrial adventure theme.
“I bought this house because I thought
it was like a farm house in the city,” Chris
said. “I wanted the kids to have a chance
to live in a quiet community where we
www.nowmagazines.com
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could ride our bikes, go on runs together
and explore.”
The family does a lot of outside living
when they’re together. They created a
fire pit in the backyard where they sit
and talk on summer nights. Most of
the do-it-yourself projects start in the
backyard workshop. “I’ve focused a
lot on the inside of the house since I
purchased it,” Chris said. “My next plans
are for the outside.”
Chris did not imagine his life would
turn out this way, but the process of

caring for the house has helped him
create a home that works for the new
dynamics of his family. The home has
given him a way to deal with the major
changes they have faced. “I have more
plans for this house,” Chris said. “This
house has helped me deal with things
in a way I didn’t know it could. It really
has been a source of therapy for me
and something for the kids and me
to share.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Randy Bigham

A former mayor
of Waxahachie is
proud of the progress
he believes will lead to
even greater prosperity,
but he’s equally fond
of the history of the
Gingerbread City. For
Joe Jenkins, the days “way
back when” aren’t gleaned from
books or museum exhibits. They
live in his memory. Joe’s story
of growing up in Waxahachie,
moving away and making a name
for himself and then returning is
an inspiring one that disproves the
old saying, “You can’t go home
again.” For 50 years, Joe lived
and thrived in sophisticated urban
centers, but quaint memories of
small town America drew him
back to the scenes of his childhood.
“A lot has changed, and yet very
www.nowmagazines.com
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little has changed,” Joe mused.
“There’s more traffic, but the
people are the same.”
As a city councilman, and then as
mayor of Waxahachie from 2002 to
2008, he was known for his support
of revitalizing the town of his youth.
Few have been as vocal about their
devotion to the city. In Joe’s campaigns
as councilman and mayor, a slogan
put his attitude in perspective: “I love
Waxahachie, and I know you do, too.”
That love and dedication started on
a little street that’s now a well-known
thoroughfare in the heart of one of

Waxahachie’s most desirable residential
districts. The house in which he was born
is not only still there, but Joe lives in it
today. “It was great to come back and buy
my childhood home,” he smiled, looking
around at furnishings that once belonged
to his parents and grandparents. “Very
little had to be done to fix it up, and the
outside is exactly the same as it was when
I was a kid.” With his wife, the former
Jan Garske, Joe enjoys the freedom of
retirement, and both are active in the First
United Methodist Church. He hasn’t lost
his interest in the city or in his friends and
neighbors, and he likes to reminisce about
the past, which remains as vivid in his
mind as when he first lived it.
Built in 1924, his home holds many
memories, as do the sidewalks and
surrounding streets where he played
with boyhood pals. He recalls his dad,
www.nowmagazines.com
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Dr. John B. Jenkins, who delivered Joe
in one of the bedrooms of the house 87
years ago. And he remembers his mother,
Kathleen, who used to scurry around the
dining room table he stills owns, its chairs
covered in their original upholstery.
Joe’s face lit up as he described the fun
of hanging out with a neighbor. “But Ed
is living somewhere near Galveston,” Joe
recalled. “We used to play in the vacant
lots across the street. We built our own
baseball field there.”
Another pastime for the lads was a
hockey-style game called tin can shinny.
“We’d get a stick out of a tree or hedge,
and for our puck we’d take a tuna can,”
www.nowmagazines.com
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“I used to
say, ‘I love
Waxahachie.’
Well, I still
love it, and I
know you
do, too!”
Joe laughed. “Then we’d get on roller
skates and play. We’d really get disgusted
when cars would come by and interrupt
our game.” But Joe, Ed and Pat were glad
to see the ice truck coming. “In those
days, they were still delivering ice in what
we called the ice wagon, pulled by mules,”
Joe explained, “and on a hot day, the
driver would feel sorry for us and throw
us each a chunk of ice.”
Joe and his friends were invariably
shoeless for their larks around the block.
“In those days, in the 1930s, when school
let out for the year,” Joe confided, “our
shoes came off, and we didn’t put them
on all summer long except to go to
church with our folks.” Even when the
three would walk downtown, they went
barefoot, running from the shade of one
www.nowmagazines.com
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tree to the next to avoid the scorching
pavement. More often than not, the boys
were headed for the popular hamburger
stand run by Happy Drummond at the
corner of Rogers and Franklin. “At
Happy’s, you could get a hamburger for
a nickel,” Joe enthused. “And there was a
special where you could buy two burgers,
a Dr Pepper and a bag of potato chips
for 25 cents.” Happy’s is long gone, but
its memory lingers.
The nearby square was another place
Joe and his friends liked to go, and so did
half the town. “On Saturdays around the
courthouse, it was a solid mass of cars,”
Joe recounted. “The farmers would come
into town with their cotton and to buy
groceries, and then they’d stick around
and visit all day long.”
At school, Joe played the coronet in
the band for eight years, beginning in
fourth grade. “It was supposed to be
the high school band, but it needed
more members, so elementary students
could join,” Joe said. “We had a great
band.” One proud memory involved an
out-of-state competition where the band
won a top award. At the time, the band’s
uniforms consisted only of a green cape
over white trousers, but after their big
success, members’ mothers joined forces
to buy specially made uniforms.
Graduating from Waxahachie High
in 1942, Joe attended The University
of Texas at Austin for a year before
joining the U.S. Navy where he served
www.nowmagazines.com
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for three years. He then returned to The
University of Texas, graduating with a
bachelor’s degree in sociology in 1948
and a master’s in social work in 1950.
“I’m proud to say I was in the first class
of UT’s School of Social Work.” With his
first wife, the former Mary Ruth Davis,
Joe moved to Austin and later Houston,
representing a nonprofit agency. While
rearing their family, they relocated to
Springfield, Illinois, and eventually to
Chicago, where they lived for 26 years.
Although he occasionally visited
relatives and friends in Waxahachie, it
wasn’t until after Mary Ruth’s death in
1993 that Joe moved back to the city of
his birth. After buying back his family’s
old home and remarrying, Joe ran for
a seat on the city council and finally
became mayor, serving for six years. An
accomplishment he singles out as one of
personal significance was the unveiling of
a historical plaque on the site of Happy’s
hamburger stand, where he and his
barefooted gang used to congregate after
a round of tin can shinny.
Retired now for nearly five years,
Joe enjoys his life of leisure behind the
scenes. His mind is still sharp, his wit is
intact, and his love of the Gingerbread
City is as strong as ever. “I used to say, ‘I
love Waxahachie.’ Well, I still love it, and
I know you do, too!”
www.nowmagazines.com
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— By Cindy Malone

When others say she can’t
do something, Angela Diaz
doesn’t get discouraged. She gets
determined. From high school to
her husband, and delivering
babies to making baby bracelets,
Angela refuses to let her talents be
tamed by her disease.
Angela and her husband, Nathan, a
Lancaster firefighter, celebrated their 17th
anniversary in May. Angela smiled, “I
have been married to Nathan for more
than half of my life.” When Angela
and Nathan met in junior high, it was
love at first sight. Of course, they were
too young. After her freshman year, her
parents took her out of high school to
homeschool her due to a dramatic change
in their family circumstances. “I finished
grades 10 through 12 in nine months,
began college at 16 and married Nathan
at 17,” Angela laughed. By then, her
parents had grown to love Nathan, too.
Together, they have two children, Dylan
and Haley, 11 and 9 respectively.
“My family has lived in Waxahachie
as far back as my grandparents,” Angela
explained. “My parents, grandmother,
aunts, uncles and cousins all live within
five minutes of us. There is never a lack
of friends and family to see.”
After three years, Nathan and Angela
were ready to start a family. With four
miscarriages though, Angela was baffling
the doctors. With her next pregnancy, she
www.nowmagazines.com
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Rachel Jackson models the special
headband Angela created just for her.

“Sometimes it
seems tedious, and
people ask how I
can spend that much
time threading and
stretching. But I
love it.”

began injections twice a day to prevent
deadly blood clots. Only after Dylan
was born, was the diagnosis confirmed
that she did, in fact, have Lupus. The
prognosis was dismal, and she began
treatments to suppress her overactive
immune system.
Until eight years ago, Angela was a
labor and delivery nurse. She began to
have dizzy spells and would become
anxious and weak. Her joints hurt and
her headaches got worse and more
frequent. After several visits to doctors
www.nowmagazines.com
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in her hospital, she was diagnosed with
congestive heart failure, a buildup of
fluid around her heart. The Lupus
aggravated the heart condition, as well as
making most treatments too hazardous
to try. She refused to stop working and
only did so once her fellow doctors and
nurses intervened. “They took me aside
and told me what I already knew,” Angela
remembered. “They explained that with
my condition, I needed rest and to be
exposed to as few germs as possible.”
Once at home, Angela began to slowly
get better, but was still in the hospital
almost monthly. Then she began to
homeschool her children — not because
she doesn’t believe in the public school
www.nowmagazines.com
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system, but because
of last minute
circumstances. Her
health problems kept
her home anyway,
and the kids began to
flourish. Her children
are as independent,
determined and
adaptable as Angela
is. Dylan loves math
and science and
hopes to be a weapon
designer someday.
Haley loves to read
and wants to be a
ballet dancer.
Then, the strangest
thing happened:
Once her kids were at
home with her each
day, Angela’s health
improved immensely.
“All of a sudden, I wasn’t getting sick
anymore. I hadn’t been to the hospital in
several months. The medicine cocktail
I had been on was working. I realized I
wasn’t being exposed to as many germs
now that the kids weren’t coming and
going to school each day,” she said.
Not only was it improving her health,
the new schedule was working for her
family in a way she had never thought
possible. Nathan works a firefighter’s
schedule, so the days and times of
conventional schooling weren’t conducive
to spending time together. Now, they
can come and go as they please, do their
lessons when and where they need to,
and spend time with Nathan whenever
www.nowmagazines.com
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they can. “It is like a second family at the
fire station,” Angela smiled. “Even a few
holidays have been spent there.”
Although the Lupus causes Angela to
have inflammation similar to arthritis in
her joints, making her hands and wrists
sometimes hurt too badly to use, she
has found a hobby and stress reliever
in making jewelry. “Sometimes it seems
tedious, and people ask how I can spend
that much time threading and stretching.
But I love it,” Angela explained. And she
is great at it. She uses only Swarovski
crystal and makes every piece of jewelry
individually so each one is unique. She
used to fill many custom orders each
week, especially for friends, but she was
unable to keep up with demand. As her
arthritis has gotten worse, her production
has slowed down. However, she is always
willing to work on special requests for
family and friends.
The biggest and most complicated
order she has filled is one for her cousin,
Rachael, who got married in June. “I
made every piece of jewelry for the
bridal party, including the tiara for the
bride. I even made a special hair band
for my daughter,” Angela said. It wasn’t
www.nowmagazines.com
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easy, and she worked on it for months.
Each bridesmaid, including Angela,
wore a different jewel tone. So while
each necklace, bracelet and earrings
where the same pattern, the crystals were
different colors. The style was a flowery,
antique-like pattern that complemented
the bride’s tiara, which will become a
necklace. That way no piece will only be
worn once.
There is no piece of jewelry Angela
cannot make. She makes rings, bracelets,
necklaces, earrings and watches. Each
time a baby is born to a friend or family
member, Angela gives the baby a small
stretchy baby bracelet in pink or blue.
Almost more proud of her work
than she is, Angela’s daughter loves to
show off her mom’s jewelry either by
displaying them in the boxes or wearing
them every day. Now that Angela has
lived more than three years longer than
what doctors told her when she was first
diagnosed, her children have a lot to be
proud of.
Angela is on a new medicine that has
allowed her to go back outside without
the severe burns and allergies. She and
the kids are working on a large garden,
incorporating biology, math, earth
science, home economics and PE into
one large project. “Nathan can’t ever
do anything small, so when I asked him
to till us a garden, we ended up with
a huge garden,” Angela laughed. “We
grow cabbage, onions, squash, peppers,
onions — everything!” This summer,
when they weren’t with family traveling to
their favorite spot in Branson, Missouri,
or pulling weeds and harvesting, Angela
worked on jewelry as much a possible.
With the help of her family and friends,
her faith in God and her children who
are wise beyond their years, Angela will
continue to find hidden paths through a
life full of obstacles. And she will do it
draped in crystals.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Business NOW
Turf-Scape, Inc.

Business NOW

405 W. Madison
Waxahachie, TX 75165
(972) 938-2956
mailto:info@turf-scape.co
www.turf-scape.co

Health NOW

Health NOW

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Finance NOW
Finance NOW
Outdoors NOW
Outdoors NOW
Questions and equations to proper lawn
maintenance are removed when you allow
Ronnie and Judy Foster to care for your lawn.
Care for your lawn includes such things as:
irrigation, lawn and landscape maintenance,
weed control and fertilization.

Managing Your Landscape
Turf-Scape, Inc. takes the guess work out of proper lawn maintenance.

— By Sandra Strong
People want to change gears when winter turns to spring. “It’s
a proven fact when the temperatures get up into the 70s, people
have the desire to do yard and lawn work,” said Ronnie Foster,
owner of Turf-Scape, Inc. “We see a marked increase in business
during the season change, too.”
Ronnie has been in the landscape management business for
as long as he can remember. Like most young boys, he wanted
to earn a little extra money during summer vacations and after
school. “I started mowing yards before I was a teenager,”
Ronnie admitted. “After graduating from high school, I went
straight into the landscape management business. That was 23
years ago.”
Over the years, Ronnie, and his wife, Judy, have learned
much about the landscape management business. A beautifully
manicured lawn is more than watering, mowing and edging,
www.nowmagazines.com
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especially now when everyone is working to conserve water. “We
have done so much research on water conservation,” Ronnie
stated. “Using the correct sprinkler heads, planting heat-tolerant
plants and making sure the irrigation system is designed to
correctly water the yard are key principles in conserving our
water supply.”
Clyde Griffith Jr. is the only certified irrigation auditor in
Ellis County. He came to Turf-Scape, Inc. three years ago with
10 years of valuable experience that also included extensive
knowledge in backflow prevention assembly testing and
installing. Clyde holds many licenses and certifications, while
also specializing in outdoor lighting and retaining walls. Nick
Moore serves as the company’s irrigation division manager.
When putting their landscape maintenance experience
together, Ronnie, Clyde and Nick decided the best plan of
WaxahachieNOW April 2013
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action for “going green” would be to
use a certain type of sprinkler head —
the Hunter’s MP Rotator Nozzle — the
same irrigation/sprinkler head that the
agricultural world has been using for
some time. The nozzle has multiple
streams that cover close, intermediate
and long-range arcs. These streams
have larger water droplets, thus making
for a more uniform water distribution,
even during windy conditions. “The
MP stands for matched precipitation,
which means all the nozzles water at
the same time, regardless of radius or
pattern. These two factors mean that MP
Rotators water more uniformly and
don’t result in over-watering and/or
under-watering,” Nick stated in a recent
blog post.
The MP Rotator also spins, and
since it is a nozzle, it will fit on any
pop-up spray head or riser. This one
change in irrigation installation, both
new and upgraded, can reduce water
bills considerably. “The right amount
of water, when applied properly, will
maintain a healthy, lush landscape, while
also conserving water,” Judy explained.
“MP Rotators allow Turf-Scape, Inc. to
continue our goal in conserving water
for future generations.” At Turf-Scape,
Inc., irrigation systems are personalized
for the client based on the shape of the
property to be watered, as well as the
water pressure available.
Turf-Scape, Inc. is a fully insured
business regulated by the state of Texas
under TCEQ license No. 8552, averaging
40-45 employees at any given time
throughout the year. “We work hand-inhand with the state,” Ronnie explained.
“We operate by the state’s guidelines, and
all departments at Turf-Scape, Inc. attend
continuing education classes on a regular
basis.” Total offerings at Turf-Scape, Inc.
include irrigation, as well as lawn and
landscape maintenance, weed control and
fertilization, core aeration, commercial
landscape management, landscape and
hardscape design and installation, tree
services and outdoor lighting.
“We provide all services offered,”
Ronnie said. “The questions and
equations to proper lawn maintenance
are removed when you allow Turf-Scape,
Inc. to care for your lawn.”
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Around Town NOW
Around Town NOW

Rhodie Rawls is the winner of the $250 cash
giveaway from ECATCO, where you have a
choice.

Bryan Frye, Sandra Stong and Carolyn Mixon
enjoy talking about NOW Magazines.

Sarah and Justin Farmer, of I Do Cakes, win
the “best booth” award during the annual
Lifestyles Expo.

A Waxahachie Chamber Ribbon Cutting is held for First
Financial Bank.

Members of the Waxahachie Fire Department
read at Dunaway Elementary during
DEAR Day.

Veronica Edwards serves
breakfast with a smile.

Assistant Director Barb Claspell, longtime patrons Horace and Doris
Bratcher and Director Susan Maxwell were all smiles during the re-grand
opening event at Sims Library.
www.nowmagazines.com

David Smith still gets excited when it
comes time to read at DEAR Day.

Randall Chase and Deborah Wakeland entertain the crowd at the
Chamber banquet as Elton John and Cher.

Lindall Schwartz, center, celebrates his 90th birthday with a party hosted
by his children.
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Health NOW
Finance NOW
Smart Money Moves to Make Before AgeFinance
35 NOW
Nobody wants to learn that it’s too late to save for a satisfying

retirement, but a NOW
lot of Americans are on that path. The latest
Outdoors

numbers from the Employee Benefit Research Institute indicate
that 29 percent of employees have less than $1,000 saved for
retirement; 56 percent have less $25,000. To help avoid being an
unhappy statistic at retirement, you may want to consider these
smart money moves:

you’ll need 41 months to pay off the purchase. That means you
are actually spending $4,918.36 on the TV — and, by the time
you retire the debt, your TV may need to be replaced.

Outdoors NOW

Another money mistake: incurring late fees. Many credit
cards charge 10 percent of your balance if you miss a payment
deadline. On a $5,000 balance, that 10 percent fee represents a
significant penalty.

Start a retirement fund.
Fund an emergency account.
Ornella Grosz, author of Moneylicious: A Financial Clue for
Generation Y, says the easiest way to save is to set up automatic
deductions — either by percentage or dollar amount — from
your paycheck. How much? “I say start small and build on it,”
Grosz says, advising to try reserving 5 percent of your paycheck
for retirement. If you don’t miss that money, try 7 percent and if
that works out, increase your savings to 10 percent.
Develop a strong credit score.
The higher your score, the lower your interest rate may be on
loans, from your mortgage to your car. You can save thousands
of dollars over your lifetime by keeping your credit score as high
as possible. The surest way to a high credit score? Pay your bills
on time, in full. And be sure to review your credit report
each year.

Unexpected expenses will always be a part of your life, but
having money available in an emergency account can help soften
the blow. A commonly held belief is to have three to six month’s
living expenses available, but accumulating that amount may be
difficult when you’re first starting out. The important thing is
to create the account and fund it regularly. Set an initial goal of
putting $2,000 in an interest bearing account, then build up the
fund as your income grows.
The information in this article was obtained from various sources. While
we believe it to be reliable and accurate, we do not warrant the accuracy or
reliability of the information. The information is not intended to replace the
advice of a qualified professional. Nor is it intended to effect coverage under
any policy. State Farm makes no guarantees of results from use of this
information. We assume no liability in connection with the information nor
the suggestions made.

Evaluate the real cost of purchases.
If you buy a $2,999 TV on a credit card, and you make
minimum monthly payments of $119.96 (4 percent of the debt),
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Adam Rope is a State Farm agent based in Waxahachie.
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Trial and Error
Are you ready to get your orchid outside? I am. It will be
an interesting summer with three different kinds of orchids
on my porch. I did end up trying one from a major retail
store. The price was a giveaway at the end of February. The
key will be if it survives and blooms again. The one from the
major retail store is a Moth Orchid. One of my sources from
Texas A&M calls it one of the best for growing in the home.
One of the nursery men called it one of the “trash orchids.”
I took it to mean that it wasn’t special enough to rate in his
book. It should love it at my house, since it will be well-loved
and considered very special if it makes it!
A great many of my plantings are spontaneous. I see
things and like them, so I give them a try. One of our recent
Master Gardener programs stressed the importance of
keeping a journal or record of what works or doesn’t work
in your yard. I realized how important that is this year when
I had to shift my responsibilities to others out in the yard.
I could usually just tell by how the soil looked or felt. No
more! It is still trial and error, but I plan to be a bit more
intentional about giving plants a running start.
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This kind of journaling starts with information about
where my new acquisition is from and what kind of light
it likes best. I can alter the soil it is growing in, but can do
little about the sunlight in my yard. A good load of compost
does wonders for soil and new plants, as does choosing the
right place in your yard. Regular care is important, too. With
orchids that will mean regular misting, so I will keep a full
spray bottle on the back porch. Regular fertilizer is a must
if you want more blooms. The suggested fertilizer strength
is 20-20-20. Use a water-soluble form each time you mist.
One of the growers suggested soaking the plant once for 30
minutes during the dormant season (our winter) to start the
new blooming shoots.
I’ll let you know how the orchids fare. Next month we
will move on to more local information, such as how to get
ready for our coming heat! Check with the Master Gardeners
at the Farmers Market for questions and answers.
Nancy Fenton is a Master Gardener.
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At Odds With Social Cues
— By Betty Tryon, BSN
From an online discussion on Asperger’s
syndrome, you can feel this mother’s anguish
as she describes her son. “My only son, who is
almost 8 years old, has Asperger’s. He doesn’t
understand personal space. He wants friends,
but no one wants to listen to him ramble on
about his interests for hours at a time, and he
speaks very loudly. He gets beat up at school for
talking too much. He can’t help it. He gets very
frustrated very easily. He doesn’t understand
things the way we do and has his own
explanation as to why things occur and stands
by them. School will always be very difficult for
him. Homework is almost impossible. Socially
he will always have difficulties.”
She described in painstaking detail of how
her son just does not quite fit in his group of
friends. He has a developmental disorder called
Asperger’s syndrome, which affects a person’s
ability to interact effectively with others in a
social situation. Even though someone with
Asperger’s displays a lack of social skills and
difficulty in communicating, children with
this disorder usually have normal intelligence
and language skills. Some individuals with
Asperger’s have superior intelligence. Albert
Einstein has long been thought to have had
Asperger’s syndrome.
Susan Stokes, an autism consultant states,
“Children with Asperger’s syndrome tend
to exhibit a lack of effectiveness in social
interactions rather than a lack of social

interactions.” These children may feel awkward
when trying to interact with others. A child can
join others in a conversation and completely
take over the direction and tone as it suits
them to do so. They do not have the sense of
inhibition and social tweaking children normally
learn as they mature. They cannot discern social
cues from others or understand others’ points
of view. They usually show an extreme, almost
obsessive, interest in a few very specific topics,
such as cars or one particular aspect of a sport.
In communicating their interest, they will talk
incessantly and in great detail about engines or
schedules totally disregarding another’s lack of
interest in the conversation. They are unaware
of the social cues or the normal give and take
in a conversation. They are not able to read the
expressions on the faces of others. Physically,
they may have an awkward gait or seem clumsy
and have some fine motor difficulty.
Asperger’s syndrome has no cure, so the
goal of treatment is to improve communication
skills, social skills and behavior management.
With specialized intervention, many children
with Asperger’s grow into well-adjusted adults,
as they mature and learn new skills.

This article is for information only and does not
constitute medical advice. Consult with your physician if
you have questions regarding this topic.
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Calendar

APRIL 2013

Through December 14
Waxhachie Farmer’s Market: 8:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m., historic downtown Waxahachie, 410 S.
Rogers. For more information, contact Anita
Williamson at (972) 938-2102, ext. 198.

Grand St. For more information, contact
Linda DeFrank at (972) 937-1276.
Senior Safety Day: 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,
Baylor Institute for Rehabilitation & Fitness,
507 Hwy 77N, Ste. 700. Call (972) 938-3311
for more details.

April 1 — 30
62nd Annual Ennis Bluebonnet Trails
includes 40 miles of mapped trails. Contact
the Ennis Convention & Visitors Bureau at
(972) 878-4748 for more details.
April 6
“Facing the Giants, Ending the Silence” Gala
Dinner and Auction: 6:00 p.m., First United
Methodist Church, Family Life Center, 505
W. Marvin St. Tickets: $50 per person. For
more information, call (972) 388-4777 or
visit www.healing-hearts-center.org.
April 6 — May 27
Scarborough Renaissance Festival: Saturdays,
Sundays and Memorial Day Monday, 10:00
a.m.-7:00 p.m., 2511 FM 66. For more
information, visit www.SRFestival.com or
call (972) 938-3247.
April 13
Cheesy Strider Multiple Sclerosis and
Parkinson’s Self Help Group meeting: 10:00
a.m., Waxahachie Bible Church, 621 N.

April 19 — 20
Waxahachie Lions Club Mini Grand Prix:
NASCAR-styled go-karts race around the
streets of the historic Ellis County
Courthouse Square with a kick-off party on
Friday evening. For more information, visit
www.waxahachielionsclub.org or call Tim
Bass at (972) 804-2237.
April 20
2nd Annual Ellis County Musicfest: 10:00
a.m.-11:55 p.m., Ellis County Expo, 2300 W.
US Hwy 287. Charity Fine Arts and music
festival, family friendly, all day event. For
more information, call (214) 399-7274.
April 20 — 23
Waxahachie Symphony Association presents
“I Love Sinatra! David Halston Big Band
Sound:” 7:00 p.m., Waxahachie Country
Club, 1920 W. Hwy 287. For more
information, call (972) 938-1181.
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May 3 — 4
Waxahachie Cinco De Mayo: Friday,
6:00-11:00 p.m., Friday festival kicks
off on Franklin St. with the Plato Loco
Street Dance featuring live entertainment
from Baraja de Oro; Saturday, 11:00
a.m.-7:30 p.m., festivities continue with
a concert by Los Desperadoz from San
Antonio. For more information, e-mail
waxahachiecincodemayo@hotmail.com.
May 3 — 5
Waxahachie Community Theatre presents
Guys and Dolls: Friday and Saturday, 7:30
p.m., Sunday, 2:30 p.m.; Chautauqua
Auditorium at Getzendaner Park.
Tickets: $12 seniors/students, $15 adults.
Call (972) 646-1050 for group ticket
information. Order tickets online at www.
waxahachiecommunitytheatre.com.
May 4
Open House/End of Year Event: 9:00-11:00
a.m., Pettigrew Academy, 806 E. Marvin Ave.
For more information, call (972) 923-1633.

Submissions are welcome and published as
space allows. Send your current event details to
sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com.
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Cooking NOW
Cooking NOW

2. Pour into pie crust. Bake at 350 F for 6070 minutes. Pie is done when pecans rise to
the top.

Lime Jell-O Salad
1 20-oz. can Dole pineapple, crushed
1 6-oz. box lime Jell-O
1 cup sugar
10 drops green food coloring
1 small bag pecans, chopped
1 8-oz. Cool Whip topping
1 16-oz. tub Daisy small curd
cottage cheese

In The Kitchen With Angela Williams
— By Sandra Strong
Angela Williams began cooking at an early age. “I was taught how to prepare meals
well by my mother, Linda Williams. It seems I’ve been cooking all my life,” Angela
said. “I love to cook. Cooking is my joy!” As the oldest of eight children, Angela has
thoroughly enjoyed cooking for her family. When Angela talks about her family, there’s a
smile in her voice. “Watching them eat and enjoy the meals I prepare has always brought
a smile to my face,” Angela added.
She mentions two of her brothers, who still look forward to her meals today. Angela’s
favorite dish to prepare is her famous Frito Pie. “The Ro-Tel gives it a special kick,” she
admitted. “I also find satisfaction in downhome cooking, baking and grilling.”

Frito Pie
3 lbs. fresh ground beef
1/2 yellow onion, chopped
2 16-oz. cans Ro-Tel tomatoes
1 28-oz. can Wolf brand chili with beans
4 cups Fritos corn chips
3 cups cheddar cheese, shredded
1. Preheat oven to 250 F. Brown the ground
beef; drain the grease. Add onion, Ro-Tel and
chili; mixing well. Cook on low heat until
mixture is warm.
2. Spread 2 cups Fritos in the bottom of a
3-qt. baking dish. Spoon half of the meat
mixture on top. Sprinkle with 1 cup cheese.
Repeat using the remaining ingredients.
3. Bake for 10 minutes. Allow to cool
before eating.

5 large eggs
4 1/2 cups whole milk
1. Bring the cracklins to a rolling boil;
continue boiling for 1 hour or until tender.
Drain completely.
2. Combine corn bread mix with all other
ingredients. Add cracklins. Pour mixture into
a deep baking dish.
3. Bake at 350 F for 1 hour. Allow to cool
completely before cutting.

Pecan Pie

Cracklin Bread

1 cup Karo syrup
3 eggs
1 cup sugar
2 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 tsp. vanilla extract
6 oz. pecans
1 6-inch deep dish pie crust, uncooked

1 8-oz. pkg. dry cracklins
5 pkgs. Martha White corn bread mix

1. Mix all ingredients together making sure
to coat all the pecans.
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1. In a sauce pan, mix the pineapple
with juice with the Jell-O, sugar and food
coloring. Cook on low heat; stirring until the
Jell-O and sugar have dissolved. Continue to
cook for 5 minutes longer
2. Set aside and allow the mixture to
cool down.
3. In a decorative bowl, fold pecans, Cool
Whip and cottage cheese together. Add
pineapple mixture; stirring well.
4. Refrigerate for 1 hour before serving.

Angela’s Famous Deep-fried
Wings
1 family pkg. Pilgrim’s Pride
chicken wings
1/2 gal. Crisco peanut oil
Lawry’s garlic salt, to taste
Morton iodized salt, to taste
Lawry’s season salt, to taste
McCormick pure ground black pepper,
to taste
1/2 gal. Crisco peanut oil
2 cups Gold Medal flour
1. Wash wings in cool water before
seasoning them with the dry ingredients.
2. Add oil to deep fryer; heat to 300 F.
3. Roll wings in flour before placing them in
fryer. Cook for 10 minutes. They will rise to
the top when done.
4. Remove from fryer. Drain on paper towels.
Let cool 2 minutes before serving.

To view recipes from current
and previous issues, visit
www.nowmagazines.com.
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