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: D F w - Dr. Pedro F. Franco, DDS
= Dr. Drew Havard, DDS

ORAL & MAX u.me.n.c.m L SURGERY Dr. Ahmed Zaidi, DMD
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

L DENTAL  WISDOM
: o IMPLANTS TEETH

WE ACCEPT MOST
INSURANCES MEDICAID & CHIP

REMOVAL OF
ALL FOUR WISDOM TEETH

SBE o j—UNDER |V SEDATION

$1,700.00

“FOR UNINSURED PATIENTS ONLY"

—

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Ennis | Mesquite = Irving i
Z200B W. Ennis Ave. | 2101 M. Belt Line kd. i 2727 N. O'Connor Rd. EH' E
Suite B : Suite B : irving , TX 75062
Ennis, TX 7SS Mesquite, TX7S80
P:(972) 875-7616 Pi{972) 270-6617 P:(972) 594-T414 E
F:(972) 875-7618 F:(972) 270-8381 Fi(972) 594-1834 EOLLOW OUR
Hablamos Espanol SOCIAL MEDIA
Visit our Website @OEWOMS
www.dfwoms.com ' 6.6 .6 6 ¢

LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU SMILE




| LET’S TALK -
¥ REAL ESTATE &4
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Let's Turn that Dream
inte a Reality

Your = | ﬁ
local |l tih T

elivering the promise o
Iender home to our community

When you make Ennis home,
our team is here to be your guide.

Staci Fincher

mortgage
939 TALK TO ME

gt AR i s ot apevi T (469)658-5506
! s T Amelia.Valdez@yahoo.com

101 NW Main St., Ennis, TX | 972-878-2222 | www.citytxrealestate.com
Offices also located in Waxahachie, Midlothian, Corsicana and Red Oak.

Janle Hendrix Melissa Montelonge Destines Rudd Shellie Smiley York Jessica Braddock
Beoker Assoclate Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor
B17.271.0720 2143992084 S72.849.8643 4692455274 214,389.4670

Becky Herrera Kim Lu Marlene Narcross Shirley Martinez Jasom York
Riealbae Realtor Realtor Broker Assoclate [
A69.693.5227 B17.913.2693 512.431.4413 BTLTA2.5T62 S0 8513682



RepusLICAN KEN -
LUNDBERG =

FOR JUDGE
443rd DISTRICT COURT

Your Vote is Appreciated
Fair. Tough. Experienced.

+ Seasoned family and criminal lawyer.

+ Supports limited government and following the rule of law.

+ Currently serving Ellis County as Associate Judge of 378th
District Court.

+ Election Day March 5, 2024

» Early Voting Feb. 20 - Mar. 1, 2024

Potitical sd paid for by Ken Lundbarg Campaign, Hadolgh Kurth, tressurer. PO Bax 244, Midicthian, TX 76065,

FREE Hearing Screenings every Thursday!
Call to schedule.

ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

802 W.Lampasas, Ennis 972-875-4700

See all we do at ennisdocs.com Open: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, 8 am-5pm; Thurs, 8 am - 6:30 pm; Sat 8:30 am - 11:30 am
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S ENNIS SMILES

Dr. Sudha Lakhwani DDS & Associates
(972) 875-2501

g

r'--'-‘-‘--t

$99 weesst @ For Patients with
Checkup No Insurance

Toothache Visit |Ra-_;rna':~w5?w| Full Mouth Deep Cleaning $500 Limited Exam & X-ray
inckudes Meceszary ¥-riy Exam Come moat aur experienced, Simple Cleaning 575 with a single extraction
mwawmmm Most Extractions $250 (Regular price $350)

dianing + Necassary X-rays
mmmmmmm {Excludes wisdom leeth) Excludes wisdom teeth
the absenca of gum diseass. Erplres 171724 Expires 213174 Expires 3731724

Tuesday - Friday 10 AM - 6 PM

Saturday 9 AM -3 PM
Dr. SUDHA LAKHWANI DDS & Associate

iHablamos
Espanol!

Now Accepting United Healthcare
Dual Complete (Medicaid/Medicare),
Humana Gold Plus, Cigna Health Spring Medicaid,
Denta Quest Superior Star Plus Medicaid,
; All Medicaid, CHIP & PPO insurances
1012 E. Ennis Ave Suite C We also accept Care Credit and Sunbit

Ennis, TX 75119 Walk-ins & Same-day Emergencies

Sample prices onhy, Actual prices may vary based on the dental condition of the patsent
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Get ready to experience
“totality,” as the moon passes
before the sun.
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MEG SULLIVAN MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

LOCATED INSIDE
ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

B02 West Lampasas Streer » Ennis, Tx 75119
P: 972.875.4700

__ JOHN M. SULLIVAN, M.D.

Lumps/Bumps

r'h"lil"'lil‘-"lqﬂ!}' I

d Proce
Colonoscopy & Endosce

Laparascopic Gallbladder

LOCATED INGIDE

ENNIS DOCTORS CENTER

802 West Lampasas Street Ennis, Texas 75119
p: 972.875.4700
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Bill Smith
EnnisNOW Editor

bill.smith@nowmagazines.com
(972)843-1323

MINUTES

TOTALITY

Get ready to experience a once in a lifetime

natural phenomenon!

Visit EclipseOverEnnis.com for what to
expect, how to prepare and a list of events
including the Downtown Ennis Watch Party

featuring Le Freak.

Town Hall Forum March 21st 5:30pm
Ennis Welcome Center

EDITOR'S NOTE

March madly into spring!

Ready or not, here comes the change from winter to spring. March is certainly
a month of transition. We like to say March comes in like a lion and goes out like
a lamb, but it is hard to trust that lamb. The weather seems to be so unpredictable
during this month. | think this is the month when most of the TV meteorologists’ hair
turns gray!

We look forward to the change in seasons. Our camper has been idle for most of
the winter, but March is the month for planning trips, not taking trips, at least it is for
me at this stage of the game. I've been rained out too many times trying to travel in
March. Whoever said, “Beware the Ides of March!” was right. (It was actually stated
several times in Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar. Traditionally, it was the
day Caesar was assassinated.) But, instead of just worrying about the 15th day (ides), |
think we have to watch out during the entire month of March.

Of course, it is time for the NCAA basketball playoffs. It is so appropriate that this
tournament is referred to as “March Madness.” Teams from all over the country will
be vying for the opportunity to cut the net from the goal at the end of the final game.
| once had a trip planned to attend one of the final four tournament games that was
scheduled to be played in Indiana. | was going to fly up there and meet my brother
as he had somehow managed to secure the coveted tickets. Unfortunately, | had to
cancel the trip. It was a perfect example of March Madness for me!

Beware!

GREAT SERVICE. GREAT PRICES.
CALL US TODAY!

SECONDS

Mo
lppy SV Pulvick s- Day!

BOB WALKER
INSURANCE

119 SW MAIN, ENNIS, TX

" 7202 Y48 T1dY

<&

=1
u-H.
on

Family friendly service for aver 50 years

CALL NOW
972.875.2321.

Se habla Ezpanal
BobWalkerlnsuranceTX.com
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- PRIVIA

MEDICAL GROUP

BLAIR

Family Medicine, P.A. @

ACCEPTING

s NEW PATIENTS
SERVICES

* WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT = ACNE

* WELL CHILD CHECK « WOMEN'S & MEN'S HEALTH

* ADD/ADHD *« DIABETES MANAGEMENT

¢« HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE ¢ RASHES

= THYROID DISORDER * URINARY TRACT INFECTION

* RESPIRATORY INFECTION * HEADACHES/MIGRAINES

* SLEEP PROBLEMS * WELLNESS PHYSICAL

+ SPORTS PHYSICAL * JOINT PAIN

SEASONAL ALLERGIES

SE HABLA
- ESPANOL

H;'::':-L* (972) 8757799

OS2 2203 W. LAMPASAS ST., STE. 10}
ENNIS, TX 75119

WWW BLAIRF AMILYMEDICINE.COM

ACCEPTING APPOINTMENTS NOW!

Cattle & Horse Feed | All Stock Feed | Coastal Hay
Alfalfa Hay | Horse Tack | Diamond Dog Food | Supplies

972-825-6567 % 2211 S. KAUFMAN ST., ENNIS
Now More In Stock | Open Weekdays Plus Saturday | Cody Fisher, Owner K
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1/2 PRICE DRAFT BEER
DURING LOCALLY TELEVISED
_ PRD SPORTS GAMES

HAPPY HOUR | B
. 2-6pm Every Day -

THE

GAMEROOM

R0 o

CELEBRATE
Sl: Patrick's Day

SHOT & DRINK

SPECIALS ALL MONTH!
= RIDAY NIGHTS
e ——— “=DPTPHENOM!
g hﬂ L

S B

.....

8 BALL TOURNAMENT = "'";-;;T‘

$10 ENTRY
$10 SIDE POT POOL LOUNGE

- 5 =
SIGN UP AT 7:30PM —

WE'RE HIRING!

469-881-1022 EnnisGameroom.com

ms“ 807 West Lake Bardwell Drive * Ennis @
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— By Bill Smith

vz

Becky McCarty serves the city of Ennis as tourism director and downtown development
director, and Ashley Colunga is the marketing and communications director. For several
months, they have been working closely with most all of the other city departments to
prepare for what is expected to be the largest event ever to be hosted in Ennis — a total
eclipse of the sun that will take place on April 8, 2024. Ennis is a prime location to view
the eclipse, as the sun will be completely blocked for 4 minutes and 23 seconds, one of
the longest totalities in the United States.

“l was amazed at the response to the eclipse that occurred in 2017 and when | learned that the next total eclipse would
travel directly over Ennis, | put it on our calendar,” Becky related. “Last April, during Bluebonnet Trails 2023, | received a call
from AstroNerd. (AstroNerd is a well-known amateur astronomer and can be found at www.astronerd.net.) He called to tell me
about the 2024 eclipse that would be coming over Ennis. | was right in the middle of all that goes into the Bluebonnet Trails
and Festival, and not really ready to divert from the task at hand. AstroNerd seemed concerned that | was not taking his call as
seriously as he thought it was, but he just caught me at the wrong time. He was emphatically trying to warn me about what to
expect as crowds of people would be flocking to Ennis to view the eclipse.”

Ashley interjected, “We were already aware of what we might expect, and we have been making preparations for over a year.
Tourists go to great lengths to see a total eclipse. We have received correspondence from eclipse followers from Alabama to
New Zealand who have all chosen Ennis as their watch party destination.”

Annie and Ant Sharp from Auckland, New Zealand, met Ennis residents, John and Nicole Kazee, in Houston about five
years ago. “The total eclipse is such a rare event and will probably only happen once in our lifetime, so what better way to



N *q N

\ EXPERIENCE THE EMBRACE D]FFERENCE

%'\ W@ CONTACT US TODAY!
» EMBRACE THE JOURNEY TRAVEL

(;'(C fr*fwrff d

FUNERAL HHMI

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE

Professional Services | 20 gange Casker | Visitanons/Wake

plan a trip [thanl to stay in a city where Chapel or Church Service | Hearse | Family Car
the epicenter is?” Annie wrote. John One-Hundred Color Programs | Acknowledgment Cards
and Nicole offered to let the Sharp

family stay with them for the event. “So, +_____.. ¥ ____+
from Auckland to Ennis will be 7786 Gwa
DIRECT CREMATIONS

miles traveled,” Annie concluded.

Pierre Campet has made plans
to come to Ennis from France. He
indicated that he has seen total eclipses
in the past, traveling to Zambia in
2001 and Idaho in 2017 He has also
experienced one in France in 1999.
“My home is about 5,000 miles from
Ennis, so about 10,000 miles round
trip. We chose Texas because of the
probability of clear sky on the day of
the eclipse, the duration of totality.

.. We chose Ennis because this city

is located not far from Dallas. Also, |
attach importance to the fact that Ennis
is a charming town.”

Estimates of visitors to Ennis for the EternalRestFuneral.com
eclipse range from 50,000 to 200,000.

(972) 875-8688
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Becky said, “The 50,000 estimate is
what might be expected if the day is
cloudy and raining. We are preparing
for a much larger number of guests to
the city”

Ashley mentioned, “When the
total eclipse went over Sweetwater,
Tennessee, in 2017 reports from city
staff say it took up to three hours for
the guests to exit the city because of
the crowds. Besides the promotion
of tourism, we have been working
hard to provide information for our
local businesses and residents about
preparing for the crowds. We are
getting all of the press we need, so

there is not a big media push to try

to draw more people. All of the local
lodging has been reserved for some
time from people all over the world
coming to Ennis for this experience.
We set up a website specifically for
the event, www.eclipseoverennis.com.
There is a lot of information there, such
as, ‘Businesses should review their
business hours, staffing needs, business
supplies and any road closures and
traffic information.” With the number
of people we expect, traffic will be an
issue, and there will be times when
getting from one side of town to
another could come with significant
delays. Our local residents should be
aware of these concerns.” On March
21, there will be a Townhall meeting at
5:30 p.m. at the Welcome Center to
provide additional information.

Ennis will have a number of watch
parties including The Downtown
Watch Party, where there will be live
music featuring Le Freak, food trucks,
kids’ activities, souvenir merchandise
including protective glasses and, of
course, 4 minutes and 23 seconds of
totality. The Ranch Radio FM 106.9 will

be broadcasting live from downtown.
The Chamber of Commerce will have
car, tent and RV options available at
the KJT, along with live entertainment
and food trucks. Sugar Ridge Winery
will have a ticketed event featuring a
wine tasting and a plated BBQ lunch.
The Texas Motorplex is hosting “Camp
Cosmic.” For more information about
these special events and additional
events and parking options, visit
eclipseoverennis.com.

“I'm so excited!” Becky exclaimed.
We see return visitors to Ennis from the
Bluebonnet Trails, the Polka Festival,
Autumn Days and other events. The
eclipse will draw a huge crowd, and
many of them will revisit Ennis in the
future.” For most of us, the opportunity
to view a total solar eclipse is a once-
in-a-lifetime event. They only occur
over the same path once every 360-
510 years. The Eclipse Over Ennis
website says, “You do not simply see
a total eclipse. You experience it. You
are immersed in it. You are completely
overwhelmed by it. Many people say
the experience of totality changes
their lives.”

@ JamesHardie

OPEN POSITIONS:

Machine Operator e Forklift Drivers
Industrial Maintenance Mechanics e Electricians

BENEFITS:

e Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance (Medical, Dental, and Vision)

* Parental Leave

e Up to 6% company match on 401(k) contributions
e Charitable matching program

e Free lunch Fridays
* And more

To apply go to: https://careers.jameshardie.com
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Advanced
Dentistry

If vou are an adult who is afraid of going to the dentist, or even just a little extra
anxious, Serenity Advanced Dentistiry may be just what vou are looking for. "We
do a lot of sedation dentistry, mostly for adults,” Dr. Allala explained. “It's kind of
my niche: Many adults may have some pretty serious anxiety about going to the
dentist. They may not even seek care. They'd rather be in pain. | provide a place to
take care of these peaple, When patients elect to get treatment, we lower the
statistics of people Iving in pain. | lke being able to contribute lo improving
people’s lives.

"Coincdidentally. a lot of people who are anxious about going to the dentist are
also people who don't have good insurance. That's a bad combination. | have
membership plans for patients without insurance, and really good discounts on
implants and dentures. A membership might not be necessany if vou only need
one simple procedure, but if vou need sedation and a lot of work, it really pays
for ilself”

Dr. Allala is a graduate of the Texas A&M School of Dentistry. “When | started
there, it was still Bavlor. My diploma has both names on it.” she recalled. *|
specialize in oral surgery, and we're really good at i I'm nothing without my team,
We do evenvthing in dentisiry, | like being well rounded. | enjoy being an
overachiever, so I'm constanily taking continuing education, keeping up with all the

theserenitydentist.com | 972-634-1434
Dr. Cristina Allala

605 E. Belt Line Rd., Suite 101, Cedar Hill

Paid Adverfisemeani

newest techniques and technology I'm
also a native Spanish speaker. | grew up
speaking both languages, Our YouTube
videas explaining procedures are
available in both English and Spanish.”
Dr. Allala is proud of the senvice they
provide at Serenity Advanced Dentistny
"| think we give five-star senvice. And |
know my staff is five-star We know
what works and what doesn’l. | know it
sounds comy, but this is my life’s work.
Most of my staff have been with me for
vears, at different locations around
DFW, before | came to Cedar Hill. | met
Mariela seven vears ago, in Pleasanl
Grove, It was my first job out of school.
Racine has been with me four vears,
and Jazmine three vears. both in Red
Oak. Our newest team member is
Jessica. She found us three months ago
when she emailed me looking for an
opportunily to shadow a dentist.”

“| LIKE BEING WELL ROUNDED. |
ENJOY BEING AN OVERACHIEVER,
SO1'M CONSTANTLY TAKING

CONTINUING EDUCATION, KEEPING
UP WITH ALL THE NEWEST
TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLDGY."

Serenity Advanced Dentistry has all
the newest technology to make your
experience convenient. “We have
hospital-grade blood pressure
machines, so we can do sedation. We
also have intraoral scanners, so | can
see inside your mouth, from every
angle, before | ever go in for your
procedure. We print dentures and place
implants right here in the office. With
our skills and strategies, most patients
don't even feel our injections. We have
TVs in every room to keep vou
entertained while we work. It's all about
efficiency — working smarter, not
harder. That's why | designed the floor
plan of the office myself And we're
really big on sanitation and sterilization.
It's important to malintain a sterile
environment, which is why we're
closed every Friday for deep cleaning
the office and training.”




Academy

Third location coming soon in Red Oak,

@Pﬁ' Sty

HELP US CELEBRATE
. CORSICANA'S
RICH OIL HISTDRY'

972-875-8753 g —]
Open Monday - Friday 6AM - 6:30PM :: & w
6 weeks to 12 years s et
1700 CEDAR RUN + ENNIS, TX 75119 %g‘-“-é/
We take CCS5 and are on the food program

AED [Automatic External Defilrillator) g
with stafl trained and certified o wse. =

'HOT DOG LUNCH
SIP N STROLL
BLOCK PARTY

5K + FUN RUN
MARKET VENDORS
' FOOD TRUCKS ~
~ CAR SHOW . _
“CHILI COOKOFF

PET ADOPTION _ Local & Long Distance Moving

FOAM PARTY

'CARNIVAL We Are Your Moving Team For Full Service Residential

s el s A BRI And Commercial Moves. Call Us At 972-921-6515.
" FAMILY FUN + MORE

i W=

-SCAN CODE TO
.- LEARN MORE!

DERRICKD#YS.CDM

i
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SOKOL PATIO
2622 TX-34, ENNIS
FRIDAY, MARCH 15TH
SERVING AT 5PM

c?rﬂx;ri{g?fx}?;; the fi
Submina é’?ﬂég‘fff
CSeholaratin Foundation

{  SI2PERPLATE

S5 DRIVE-THRU
FISH[=ISUAW/=IBEANS

HUSH/PUPPIES[-DESSERT,

isha & r:‘-:;.

NAVARRO ™
EOILLEGE

NMATLO:M

Transformative Education at

NAVARRO COLLEGE
with IMMERSIVE
SIMULATION curriculum

1.800.NAVARRO
HﬂUﬂHH'ﬂ'{:ﬂLLEEE Eﬂu

Www.nowmagazines.com 13 EnnisNOW March 2024

Ask About Our
Dental Savmgs Plan

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-6654
Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!
0O P in

morgandentistry.co



Around Town

Ignacio Aguinaga loads his truck after
servicing another winter yard.

Zoomed In: By Bill Smith

Randy Dixon

Randy Dixon was originally from Ada, Oklahoma, but he met his wife,
Selena, a native of Ennis, while they were both attending college at The
University of Texas at Arlington. After Randy finished law school at Baylor
University and a three-year stint with a firm in Lufkin, Ennis became home.

Playing chess has been a hobby for Randy for several years. He has even
arranged for his friend, Jason Howell, a tournament director with the U.S.
Chess Federation, who hosts tournaments at his home in Waco, to hold one
at Baylor Baptist Church in Ennis on March 23. Randy said, “Jason is a good
friend and a great chess player. | drive to Waco regularly for tournaments, so it
will be good to have one here.”

Dr. Mack Boyd volunteers in Kenya with
Christian Veterinary Mission.

Bob and Janet Thomas enjoy the Mark Lowry
A great crowd attends the EISD Education Foundation Dinner. concert.
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Lisa Rosewell and Rich Raymond
rehearse The Last Romance at Theatre
Rocks!

Rick Ivey presides over the program at
the Ennis Host Lions Club meeting.

Cannon Montelongo receives the
Sammy McBriety Award from coaches
Steve Morrow and Paul Willingham.

“ GRIFFIN

LAND SURVEYING

DAVID S. GRIFFIN, RPLS
= Topographic & Boundary Surveys
* Construction Staking
* Land Development & Platting
903 W. Ennis Ave., Ste. 4, Ennis
903.600.1072 GLSurveying.com

lo

Deuteronomy 1914 Ly

Pecans, Candies & Pecan Pres!

New Crop of Pecans Available!

33772 Green Tree Pecan NG £
E 't 3
\fe=" - N s
2 1S Company ﬁ g [
Est. 1984 " 3 Grls ‘-'E—'H sl
Seasonal Gifi It
: mﬁ:; tl_d:m NEW ITEMS ADDED
ns LILSE Decor
!
e REGULARLY!
We also carry fishing bait,
Walnuts fishing supplies and home decor.
Al ds 5
— SERVING LUNCH DAILY
Diried Fruit =
= Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and
Peanut & Pecan Brittle Sandwiches Made with Fresh
Pecan Pies Sliced Meat from Our Deli Counter
Fried Pies Providing the Freshest Pecans
Chocolate Candies for 35 Years!
Jams & Jellies
Sauces
Vegetable Plants
“dnthe same way. lef your -fii;.‘ﬂ'i shine befote sthens, &
hﬂmtﬂmfmaqsmwww&wand?myw - SHIP
fb-:fau&?aﬂ:m prhe (4 i heaven.” ~ Matthew 5:16 =

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m,
Sat. Hours: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

903-345-2535
Hwy. 31 W., Powell, TX

Owners: Kim & Dennis Bancroft

HACC Con
If You Can't Get in to See Us ... Cheek Out Our Website!

WWW.GREENTREEPECAN.COM

pant
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BusinessNOW

Navarro
Conftracting

— By Bill Smith

furthering his education while playing baseball at Navarro
College. He then transferred to UTA to complete his

Navarro Contracting undergraduate work. His construction experience began as

ég;.?\‘/rvxw%?lgt he traveled, following storms and enlisting clients for a
(469)'550-45I5 roofing company. “l had two daughters in Ennis, and |
corey@navarrocon.com knew traveling was not for me,” he recalled. “I started
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile. roofing and remodeling here. Cody was still in high school
php?id=100095228400994 and would help when he could after school. Our parents

wanted us to go to college, and Cody went to school in
Louisiana before joining the business full time.
“Cody can do everything we do, and he oversees our

Brothers Corey and Cody Navarro come from a long- crews and production,” Corey continued. The business has
established and well-known Ennis family, and they make it expanded over the years to include six full-time employees,
clear that there is no place they would rather be than in and the subcontractors they use are directly supervised.
their hometown. Their work reflects the pride that they have The remodeling subcontractors work exclusively for
serving their family and friends in the local community. Navarro Contracting,

Corey got the Navarro Contracting business started in Today, they not only provide roofing and remodeling

2010 after graduating from Ennis High School in 2004 and services, but they also add on to existing structures and
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build swimming pools and
outbuildings, such as pergolas and
outdoor kitchens. “We do turnkey
projects,” Cody added. “Our clients
hire us, and we make sure the job is
completed to their specifications. As
we expand the services that we have
to offer, it makes us love this work
even more.”

The brothers indicated that they are
constantly looking at new things, like
what is in style today and what is on
the way out. “We can do 3-D
renderings to show what the finished
construction will look like,” Corey
mentioned. The company Facebook
page shows a number of projects that
have been completed or are in various
stages of progress. Some projects
seem to come alive with simple
changes, such as new paint, shingles
and gutters. A shower remodel may
have a dramatic effect on the
appearance of an existing bathroom.
A room addition will make a
meaningful change to the floorplan
and living space.

The brothers appreciate the support
they receive from the community and
show their appreciation by giving back.
“We know we are blessed. We are a
baseball family,” Corey said with a
smile. “We played baseball, and we
believe the game helped us grow up
and made us what we are. We support
the high school team, and one of the
things we have done is provide
pullovers for the team with our logo
on them.

“We are also big Rangers fans, and
that goes all the way back to our
childhood. We got to take our dad to
see the Rangers in the World Series N A ‘} A R R o
last fall. That was exciting for all of

us!” Corey continued. “How we run —CONTRACTING —

our business is a reflection of our

parents. We are a really close family, 469- 5 50 - 4515

and our wives and family support -
what we do. They expect us to be General Construction

good people.” Roofing - Remodels - Pools

Navarro Contracting is proud of the Commercial - Residential
fact that much of their business comes
from referrals and repeat customers.
“We recognize that things have gone
up, and we work very hard to provide
the value our customers expect,”
Corey assured. “We don’t stop
working until the customer is

Cody Navarro * Corey Navarro
completely satisfied.” 101 NW MAIN ST. « ENNIS §
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MORE THAN A CROSS

— By Bill Smith




Travel Interstate 40 east from Amarillo, and in
just about 45 minutes, a tall beacon will appear
on the south side of the highway. You have
been driving along what has been known as
“The Mother Road” — or the iconic Route 66.
There are a lot of things to see along the way —
some historical, some quirky and some inspiring.
Without a doubt, The Cross at Groom falls into
the inspiring category.

Route 66 met the fate of becoming a decommissioned highway
as recently as 1985, and the route was largely overlayed by
Interstate 40 across the Texas Panhandle and beyond. Though
many of the towns along the way have turnouts from the highway
where you can still travel on the road with the Route 66 designation,
a desire to reach destinations with the most expedience tends to
make drivers bypass the two-lane routes through the small towns in
favor of the interstate. Travel guides for the Route 66 trip still exist,
and most of them will mention pulling off the highway at Groom.

The reason the cross stands out so prominently to the passing
motorist is the notoriously flat terrain across this part of the
Panhandle, as well as the magnificent height of the cross, upwards
of 19 stories. Made of steel, the cross weighs 2.5 million pounds,
took eight months to build and required the work of more than 100
welders. It was erected in 1995 and is visible for 20 miles.

As significant as the huge cross is, it is only the beginning of the
attraction if you take the exit from the big highway. The formal name
of the exhibition is The Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ Ministries.
The official website has the mission statement, which reads in part:
“Our mission is to serve people from all walks of life by creating
an environment that is filled with peace, compassion and spiritual
direction. We believe in cherishing and strengthening the institution
of the family, which we feel is a vital part for establishing a culture
that flourishes.”

The exhibit welcomes more than 1,000 visitors per day, and
while that sounds like a lot, the parking area is large enough for a
significant number of cars and can accommodate large RVs. The
outside exhibits are spaced well apart, and the interior gift shop and
exhibits are more than adequate for the traffic. The numerous bronze
sculptures depict the stations of the cross — that is, the events
leading to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ — and continue with an
exhibit of the empty tomb, celebrating His resurrection. Each station
is accompanied by Scripture that explains the sculpture.

At the top of the steps that represent the climb up Golgotha’s
Hill are three crosses with bronzes representing the scene of the
crucifixion. Another large, yet unfinished, sculpture represents the
Last Supper.

The Cross at Groom is obviously more than a place to take a
break from your drive down the highway. It’s a place to pause — a
place of spiritual reflection. The exhibits are extremely well done,
creating an unforgettable destination. There is no cost to view the
exhibit, and it is available for viewing 24 hours daily. Now

Sources:

I. https://www.audleytravel.com/us/usa/country-guides/route-66.
2. https://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/ 12568.

3. https://crossministries.net.
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MELTSSA BROWN

— By Bil Smi’rh

Melissa Brown said her mom was her inspiration for cooking and
baking. “She always made our birthday cakes when we were kids, and
has made cakes for most of her grandchildren,” she fondly recalled.
“When | was growing up in a household of six, it was just too expensive
to eat out. Mom would try to incorporate things into our meals that each

one of us kids liked.”

Cooking shows and cookbooks are favorites of Melissa. “My favorite
cooking show is The Great British Bake Off. My daughters and | started
watching it a few years ago. | love both Joanna Gaines and Ina Garten’s
cookbooks. | do follow recipes, but sometimes | will experiment, and
some of the final recipes never get written down!” Now

7UP Cake

3 cups white sugar

1 1/2 cups butter, softened

5 eggs

3 cups all-purpose flour, sifted

2 Tbsp. lemon extract

I cup lemon-lime carbonated beverage
such as 7UP

L. Preheat the oven to 375 E Generously
grease a Bundt pan.

2. Using an electric mixer, beat the white
sugar and butter together in a bowl until
creamy and smooth.

3. Add the eggs, one at a time, mixing well
after each addition.

4. Stir in the flour, I cup at a time, blending
well after each addition until the batter

is smooth.

5. Stir in the lemon extract.

6. Mix the lemon-lime beverage into the

batter; pour the batter into the prepared pan.

7. Bake until a toothpick inserted into the
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center of the cake comes out clean, about |
hour and 15 minutes. Remove the cake
from the pan immediately.

Rustic No Yeast Bread

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. sugar

1/2 tsp. salt

2 tsp. baking powder
3/4 cup lukewarm water

L. Preheat the oven to 425 F Line a cookie
sheet with parchment paper.

2. In a large bowl, whisk together the flour,
sugar, salt and baking powder.

3. Add the water; mix together with a fork
or a spatula.

4. Sprinkle a flat surface with a little flour.
Place the dough on top of the flour; gently
knead it for | to 2 minutes until smooth.
5. Gently flatten the dough into a small
rectangle with the palm of your hand; then
fold it like an envelope. Sprinkle the dough
with more flour, if needed.

6. Form the dough into your desired shape.
Score the top; place the dough on the
prepared cookie sheet.




7. Bake for IS minutes; lower the oven
temperature to 350 F for another 10 minutes.
8. Let cool on a wire rack.

Chicken Pot Pie

1 14.1-0z. box refrigerated piecrust
(2 count), softened as directed on
the package

1/3 cup butter or margarine

1/3 cup onion, chopped

1/3 cup all-purpose flour

Salt, to taste

Pepper, to taste

1 3/4 cups chicken broth

1/2 cup milk

2 1/2 cups chicken, cooked and
shredded

2 cups frozen mixed vegetables, thawed

1. Heat the oven to 425 F Prepare the
piecrusts as directed on the box using a
9-inch glass pie pan.

2. In a 2-qt. saucepan, melt the butter over
medium heat. Add the onions; cook 3
minutes, stirring frequently, until tender. Stir in
the flour, salt and pepper until well blended.
Gradually stir in the broth and milk, cooking
and stirring until bubbly and thickened.

3. Stir in the cooked chicken and the mixed
vegetables; remove from heat.

4. Spoon the mixture into the crust-lined
pan. Top with the second crust; seal the
edge and flute it. Cut slits in several places
on the top crust.

5. Bake for 30 to 40 minutes, or until the
crust is golden brown. During the last 15
minutes of baking, cover the crust edge with
strips of foil to prevent excessive browning.
6. Let stand for 5 minutes before serving,

To search)for more

gredt recipes
from any of the

9 NOW Magazines

publications, visit

www.nowmagazines.com.

Jessica Correa

469-556-0024

LET'S FIND YOUR DREAM
HOME OR LAND!

RENTONRA,

Edward Jones > edwardjones.com | Menber SPC

Unhappy with your tax bill?

Contact your financial advisor today to learn how the right investment
strategy could help reduce your future tax liability.

Jeff Irish, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

1905 West Ennis Avenue
Suite #401

Ennis, TX 75119

Q7 2-B75-4704
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 RESTAURANT

. Catfish, Steak & Seafood
* One Bite and '}’ﬂu re Hookied!

Havea Weddmg;ﬂr
Specmlfé’umt LCommq .f!.’lp?

\We have your,catering needs covered!
\Call NOW and get booked early!
- Our Loyalty Members receive a *5 reward for every *100

you spend, plus a FREE birthday meal up to0*9.99, and
_marel Sign up by texting “farmhouse” to 888-608-0956

Like and Follow Us on Facebook
to See Our Daily Lunch Specials.

Order online at farmhouse.takeout7.com
RV Spots Available jnightiy, weekty, b

Acnthly)

254-472-0512 | 1401 E. Milam, Mexia
www.farm-house-restaurant.com

It’s Tax Season Again!
But we have FREE E-FILE
with lax Preparation
‘lonja Barnebee

CPA, P

Favioll = Bookkeopiigg = ok

900 WEST ENNIS AVENUE #103 »

¥ L
ST. PATRICK'S DAY
(S MARCH —~73)

ENNIS, TX » 972-875-9900

b

EI!{I II T

fmm ﬁweﬁ

NEW!

e TR SO
Seanchobis Bocipes kom the NOW Mogarines Archives.

TRY IT TODAY!

NOW

CALL ‘??2 8?5 8641 TDDAY
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

Odd Fellow & Rebekah
Retirement Center (GRS B

2302 5. Qak Grove Rd., Ennis, Texas 75119

EnnisNOW
Scavenger Hunt

i

=

h
¥,

— ——

Find 5 hidden
Leprechaun Hats

in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).
Email the page numbers
and specific ads where
they are found, plus your
phone number, by March
15th. To ensure your
Scavenger Hunt answers
go in the drawing, you
must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email

scavenger.enn@nowmagazines.com

WIN/

S50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:

NOW Magazines
scavenger.enn@nowmagazines.com

Winner must pick up prize
within 30 days of drawing.

-
Cupcake wasfoundon =~ +..
pages1,7,11,21,26 ' !

I
February winner is:

Vanessa Harwell- $50 Cash
from NOW Magazines

scavenger.enn@nuwmagnim:.mm
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—~ WE CAN TREAT YOUR NEUROPATHY =
with Scientific Principles that cause
internal changes so you can get lasting relief.

If you have the
following symptoms:

—x— Tingling and numbing sensation
on the bottom of your feet

—x— Shooting, electric pains

—x— Muscle weakness

—x— Open sores or ulcers on your feet

—x— Swelling

X Leg cramps

X~ Numbness

—x— Sharp pains from your back

1$49.00" '15% OFF!

I 1 ANY TREATMENT |
CONSULTATION | | WITHTHIS AD

i & EXAM Call for details.

or email us at; (:urnpleteheaﬁthm&dmalcenta; ;
COMPLETE HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER * 905 FERRIS
WWW.COMPLETEHEALTHMEDICALCENTER.COM




Crossword Puzzle

Across Down
1 3 4 Fi 2 g
1 Dad, inthe 26 Thayre 1 Baby food 16 “— Dark
OFEnSIC (v]
drama shake up . S:df" Gk Puliman)
7 Chinesa lifa COMPosition ae 1T Take off
force 29 Concertvan 7 F'o:-ca.r plie 19 Its capital is
10 Mada salt- arangedfora 5 Religious Tirana
CORSCIOUS dodge Splinter 20 Floor covering
12 Stnke lightly 34 Amest . :::I'IEDTE'T:me 21 Connections
13 Competiior > Mad Goneri's . 25 Doofu
g show with no by ’
15 Hawk or sagle men and a T Bean counter 26 Goliath's
for example solitary aclor & Chingsa master of old
16 Often splitin 36 Prasidential dynasty of LA}
arguement advisory group Christ's time 28 Sirmone of jazz
18 Oklahomans ﬂ;?_tﬁd UTCET g sAddams 29 "The Sitsation
originally from Family” cowsin Room™ station
the Midwest 3T :u:ay. old- 11 Hosgy 30 It replaced the
22 Jogger's ¥ Carmichasi Pan-American
companion, 38 Opposite 1o 37 standard Union
it PCAS 14 Cause of 31 "Suparstore”
23 Family sticker shock fatwark
24 Blood fiuid 32 " Havec!' .
34 35 {Shakespeare,
“Julines
e - = Caesar)
33 Catastrophic
OCCLMBnce
Crosswordsite.com Ltd
Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.
Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.
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Virgtnta Weolf

B
l’ B "'N] [CJ 0 CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR g
L= FOOD TRUCK INFO AND SCHEDULES. Er e
e
Where Southern Hospitality

Ve
eans kids eat FREE®
uesdays 4-Bp

CAMPUZANO Need More

mexican food

Business?

Advertise your
restaurant here.

For information, call:

972-875-3299
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Some events may have been cancelled or rescheduled whilEWe Wera'at préss. Cher

individual organizations or your city or Chamber websites to vernfy dates and times.

3/2

Sokol S 10K Giveaway:
Annual building fund event.
20 cash prizes, including the
$10,000 first prize! Live music
with Brad Ackland, the May
Brothers and David Slovak &
Friends. S150 donation admits
two and includes steak dinner,
drinks and dancing. Doors open:
5:30 p.m,; dinner: 6:00-8:00
p-m.; open bar: 6:00-11:30 p.m,;
drawing: 9:00 p.m., Sokol Hall,
2622 E. Hwy. 34. For tickets
and information, call the Sokol
clubroom at (972) 875-7959.
fundraising@sokolennis.com.

Big Dreams Little Tables:
Hosted by Ennis Bluebonnet
Market. For budding child
entrepreneurs. Free. 10:00 a.m.,
Ennis Welcome Center,
201 NW Main St.

3/4

Ennis Fire Department
Blood Drive:

8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Public
Safety Facility Training Room,
1700 Lake Bardwell Dr. To
schedule an appointment, visit
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/donation-time.

3/7

Ennis Fire Station No. 2
Open House:
Come see the newly renovated
fire station, and enjoy light
refreshments.

5:00 p.m., 901 E. Martin
Luther King Dr.

3/9

Keep Ennis Beautiful
Workday at Ennis Memorial
Cemetery:

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. The

cemetery is located behind
Lummus Intermediate School,

501 N. Clay St. For more

information, see the Keep Ennis
Beautiful Facebook page or
www.keepennisbeautiful.com.

3/15

Sabrina Knight Scholarship
Foundation Fish Fry
Fundraiser:

S12 per plate. 5:00 p.m., Sokol
Patio, 2622 TX-34.

3/21

Townhall Meeting:
Get information and answers
to your questions about the
upcoming eclipse. 5:30 p.m.,

Ennis Welcome Center,

201 NW Main St.

3/22-3/23

Sokol Spring Market:
Come shop "till you drop! Friday:
5:00-9:00 p.m. (Our Fish Fry is
this night, too!) Saturday: 9:00
am.-4:00 p.m., Sokol Hall, 2622
E. Hwy. 34. For more information,
call (972) 875-7959.

3/25

Creative Quilters of Ellis
County Guild Meeting:
Social time: 6:00 p.m.; meeting
begins: 6:30 p.m., Waxahachie
Bible Church, 621 Grand Ave.,
Waxahachie, TX 75165. For more
information, contact Kathy Bright
at klbright53 @gmail.com.

Tuesdays

Rotary Club of
Ennis Meeting:
Lunch, club business and
program. Noon, First United
Methodist Church, 300 N.
Sherman St.

Second
Tuesdays

Ennis Masonic Lodge
#369 Meeting:
7:00 p.m., 209 North Dallas St.

National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Chapter
1191 Meeting:

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., rotating
between Corsicana, Ennis
and Waxahachie. For more
information, contact (972) 775-
2463 or rjcarey | @gmail.com.

Wednesdays

Ennis Host Lions

Club Meeting:
Noon, Tabernacle Baptist Church,
1200 Country Club Rd.

. .-..-_ R e

k with

S TIARCH

First Thursdays

Sip, Shop & Stroll:
Come enjoy some sips, bites and
special deals with our wonderful
downtown merchants. 5:00-8:00
p.m., Downtown Ennis. Call the
Ennis Welcome Center at (972)
878-4748 for more information.

First Thursdays,
Every Other
Month

Ennis Retired School
Personnel (ERSPA) Meeting:
This group meets on even
numbered months. New EISD
Transportation Building, 3105
Ensign Rd. For more information,
contact BettyAnn Blazek at
blazek2@sbcglobal.net.

Saturdays

Ennis Bluebonnet Market:
Come see the variety of fresh
produce, handcrafted items
and unique products from
area farmers, craftsmen, artists
and specialty vendors. 8:00
a.m.-noon, downtown on
North Dallas Street. For more
information, visit https://ennistx.
com/choose-ennis/
farmers-market.

Submissions are welcome and
published as space allows. Send
your current event details to
bill.smith@nowmagazines.com.
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tf}@ PEIIEIT LOSS CENTERS Sf p *

Dr. Alan M Taylor Il . Day
Martha B., Mansfield, TX

| began my millionth weight
loss journey in May 2023. The
difference has been working with
the staff at Diet Solutions.
Having these caring people there
every week to teach and
encourage me has made this
time my most successful time. |
have learned what works for my
body and what doesn't.

| have achieved my most
significant weight loss these past
months, and it has made changes
in my life that were totally
unforeseen — like walking greater
distances, reducing back pain,
playing with my grandchildren,
and, of course, a new wardrobe.
If you are thinking about how to
begin your weight loss journey,
let me invite you to give DSC an
opportunity to change your life.

. WETER
BEFORE

SEMAGLUTIDE
Martha lost FDA APPROVED WEIGHT LOSS

5 3 lb i WEEKLY INJECTIONS
S. $150 per month
with DSC Plan

MANSFIELD « BURLESON « WAXAHACHIE

817-453-3438

www.dietsolutioncenters.com
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Advertising over 11,800

Home & Business addresses in the
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Linda Roberson

BURLESON | CORSICAMA | ENNIS | MANSEIELD | MIDLOTHIAN For more information, please call your
RORTH ELLIS COUNTY | SOUTHWEST | WAXAH IE | WEATHERFORD v _a =
bl PR 3 local advertising representative.

WWWw.nowmagazines.com = ; 972'875'3 299

Where the Ancien! Palis You might be thinking.
came alve in Lie prievent “There's golla be more?”

The WAy , =
essiah

Fellowship

Meelting every Sat@2:30pm in Corsicana. Find us on Facebook!
Website: www.twmifellowshiporg  Phone: 430-236-1033

GCurtis Draper with his wife,

n Gha Gtﬁ_’ﬂ = ™ : Melinda, winner of b0 cash, said,
Joi i -
e i e e | love scavenger hunts! This was
Cheryl Pratt « 903-654-0142 « 905-895-4343 - i 3 ir [
halieg I my very first time to play. ['ll

8821 NWCR 1390 « Blooming Grove, TX 76626 definitely have to play again.”
5 miles north of Basry (Cryer Crésk grea) T Torguoese Armadilo
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With Lung Cancer,

Early Detection

MeansEve

ﬁhing.

If you are a current or former smoker, alow-dose CT
screening at Ennis Regional Medical Center could save
your life. The technology can uncover lung cancer at an

early stage when it is more treatable.

Discuss your medical history and the benefits and risks of this
screening with your doctor. First, find out if you are at-risk by

taking a health-ri: mant at EnnisRegional.com/LungExam

or by scanning the QR c

Be well. Live well. That's why we're here.

Ennis Regional

MEDICAL CENTER

Empowered by ScionHealth



CAMELOT®DENTAL

and Orthodontics

The absolute BEST in family dentistry and now offering new services!

» A Family Dental Office!

» State-of-the-art digital
dental practice!

No messy impressions!

.BRACES.

» Pediatric and Adult
Dental Care —

» Regular Checkups

» Root Canals

» Wisdom Teeth

» Dentures

» Com passmnath

| friendl'f staff
\
Wedicaid-(:hip and

most PPO insurances ‘Hﬂwg Pﬂ/t’twkxif Daszf ( SCAN HERE

[=] 355 m]
(’”\F‘ﬂ\, -E:Er invisali n Ly ﬁi‘h

r-r.r.:--.-norwg-.l m;"ﬂfNI %
(f I .J -

_..-Care(:redlt " Se Habla Espafiol

710 W. Ennis AyeMERnis, X Callor Text 97}&;%3775}
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