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Editor’s Note
Hello, Family and Friends!

    We each have a little red devil within us that lives behind 
pearly white gates. That little devil is our tongue. There’s 
mighty power in our tongues, and that power is our words. 
Words, when said with hate and prejudice, can cause hurt 
that in many cases can never be repaired. Words, when said 
in lovingkindness, can lend hope in hopeless situations. 
Once we realize the power our words have, maybe we will 

begin to think about what we say before it flows beyond the pearly gates and out of            
our mouths. 
    God has blessed me beyond measure with words and how to weave them into 
sentences worth reading. Although I haven’t always used His gift wisely, I’m learning 
to think about what I say before the words roll off  my tongue. And in some cases, 
I’m finding it’s best to just smile and keep my mouth shut. Like my mom always said: 
“If  you don’t have something nice to say, then it’s best to say nothing at all.”

Let your words be loving and kind.

Sandra 
Sandra Strong
WaxahachieNOW Editor
sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com
(972) 765-3530
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— By Debbie Durling

Some people have a knack for taking 
the ordinary, everyday routines of  life 

and turning them into something 
extraordinary. Bonnie Lloyd is one 

of  those people. She is a native 
of  Waxahachie and a graduate 
of  Waxahachie High 
School. Since 1995, she has 
worked for the Waxahachie 
Independent School District. 
After a few years working 

in the area of  food services, 
she accepted an assignment 

as a crossing guard for Northside 
Elementary. Her son, Russell, was 
in sixth grade at the time, so this 
was the perfect way to make a little 

money since she was already taking 
him to school. Russell would grab Bert, 
their little dog, every morning to ride 
along. The two would wait in Bonnie’s 

Explorer until she completed her duties. 

Each morning, Bert would stand up in the 
window and bark as people passed. Many would stop 
and be playful with Bert as they were walking their 
kids to and from school. Moms would stop to hold 



him, and he would lean in waiting for a 
little kiss. Some people would bring their 
own dogs to stop and visit with Bert and 
Bonnie. Eventually, Bonnie got Bert a 
crossing guard outfit made especially for 
his unique physique. “Even though my 
son graduated a few years ago,” Bonnie 
said, “Bert would follow me to the 
bathroom each morning, climb onto the 
vanity and sit in a begging position until I 
asked him if  he wanted to go. He would 
then wait patiently at the door.” He would 
become so sad when she had to leave 
him at home because of  the heat. People 
would always notice when Bert was 
not there.

 Little Bert became a 
relationship-builder between 
Bonnie and the community 
she served. Before long, 
people were conversing 
with her and sharing 
their stories of  pets 
and life. While visiting 
with people each 
day, she would learn 
about difficulties 
they were facing. 
While some might 
have gone on their 
way after completing 
their duties, Bonnie 
went the extra mile. She 
would take time to help 
wherever she saw a need.

One memory Bonnie 
shared was about a young boy 
who would come by looking 
very sad. “He would tell me if  
he got in trouble or if  his grades 
were low,” she remembered. “I began 
asking him about his day, and he began 
showing me his report card.” She began 
to encourage him and ask him how he was 
doing from day to day. The next report 
went from D’s to B’s. “He was proud, and 
I was proud,” she said. Now, this little boy 
has grown up and walks his own child to 
school each day, greeting Bonnie and Bert 
along the way.

Another time, while waiting for 
children to come and cross, Bonnie 
spotted a cat carrying kittens from a place 
underneath a part of  the school building 
to a tree across the street. One by one, the 
cat carried several kittens, climbed the tree 
and put them in a nook. Carrying the last 
kitten, the cat hesitated as if  tired. Bonnie 
took off  running, anticipating the tired 
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mother dropping her kitten, and created 
a soft landing in her cupped hands under 
the branch. “I became attached right 
away and took it, his brother and sister 
home with me,” Bonnie remembered.

Sometimes, parents park over by her 
Explorer and walk their children across. 
This is how she became friends with one 
particular parent who became seriously 
ill and was unable to pick her child up 
from school for a while. Bonnie offered 
to take the child home until things were 
better. While waiting for Bonnie to be 
finished at the end of  one particular 
day, this student shared with her that 
she was being teased by some children 
because she had difficulty pronouncing 
some words. “She would say things like 
twee instead of  tree,” Bonnie explained. 
“So each day, we worked on her speech. 
I’ll never forget the day she ran into her 
house, announcing to her mother that 
she could say the words correctly.”

A couple of  years ago, Bonnie 
learned that one of  the students was 
wanting to collect baby hats for the 
preemies at a children’s hospital. Within 
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a few months, Bonnie was able to make 
40 hats in the wait times between helping 
students cross the street. Last year, she 
was able to crochet over 100 hats as 
Christmas gifts for the men and women 
of  the Pleasant Manor Nursing Home. 
She also managed to complete a blanket 
for “Team Penny” and has even made 
pillowcases for a terminally ill unit of  a 
children’s hospital to brighten up their 
day a little.

One of  her fondest memories is of  
the late Larry Bright. He would bring 
his granddaughter to school each day, 
say hello to Bert, and when he had gone 
out for breakfast, he would bring Bonnie 
breakfast, too. Mr. Bright was one of  
our city’s finest — a police officer. He 
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valued Bonnie’s service to the point 
that, after getting permission from 
the district officials, he ordered her an 
official “Crossing Guard Badge.” After 
he unexpectedly passed away, Bonnie felt 
privileged to give his granddaughter a ride 
home each day at the end of  her duties.

When Bonnie sees a need, she meets 
it. “At times, I have noticed the trees 
growing over the One Way signs the 
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parents need to see to know where to 
go, or scraping the tops of  buses as they 
pass,” she said. So, she and Russell would 
find time to cut or trim the limbs. She 
remembers one time when she and her 
son kept twisting and twisting a dangling 
branch that could have been a danger, 
until they finally got it down.

Recently, Howard Junior High was 
added to her crossing guard schedule. 
She is carrying on the same tradition 
of  serving the community by building 
relationships and doing more than is 
required. And once again, Bert already 
has quite a following. “One day a child 
just looked so distraught after her mother 
dropped her off,” Bonnie said. “I asked 
her what was wrong.” The student told 
Bonnie that she left her badge in the seat 
of  the car and was going to be in trouble. 
Bonnie immediately pulled her cell phone 
out of  her pocket and let the student get 
in touch with her mom, so she would 
bring the badge, and she did. “I felt so 
relieved that the student was able to relax 
and go to school without worrying,” 
Bonnie admitted.

Whether directing traffic, removing 
limbs, saving cats, taking students home 
or just being a listening ear, Bonnie 
has been a local hero on her assigned 
corner of  Waxahachie. Her little pal, 
Bert, has been the door opener of  many 
opportunities to be more than just a 
crossing guard. “What started as a job of  
convenience,” Bonnie said, “became a job 
from the heart.”



www.nowmagazines.com  15  WaxahachieNOW  March 2016



www.nowmagazines.com  16  WaxahachieNOW  March 2016



www.nowmagazines.com  17  WaxahachieNOW  March 2016



Like most pastors, John Bates can recite numerous Bible verses from memory, including a favorite from Acts 
2:45. “They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” As John found the Early Church’s 
intent in the passage, the roots of  Mission 75165 were sown. Years later, the efforts have not only reaped the 
desired effect, they’ve gone beyond one congregation to encompass an entire community in the work of  bringing 
blessings and inspiration to all who live in Waxahachie.

As John reflects on the history of  Mission 75165 with Director Cory Lucas, their excitement is evident. From describing the joy 
in a toddler’s eyes at the annual Easter Egg Hunt, or the tears in a parent’s eyes during the Night of  Wonder, it’s clear that Mission 
75165 isn’t just about producing citywide events. “We want people to know this is how a church should be,” John said. “This has 
become the norm. Cory has taken the vision and made it grand.” Initially, working with only their congregation at Freedom Fellowship 
International, Mission 75165 has grown into a partnership spanning 20 organizations.

— By Melissa Swedoski
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The duo met with church leaders 
at First Euless in 2010 to learn about 
their 6 Stones Ministry, a coalition that 
provides solutions to meet needs in 
their community. Noticing a void of  
community events upon moving to 
Waxahachie, John set out to change it. 
“There was no egg hunt, no fall festival, 
so we approached the city and asked 
if  we could gift events to the city,” he 
recalled. “We were always doing it as a 
gift, not an advertisement,” he continued, 
as he explained why FFI was never 
mentioned as coordinator of  the events.

Cory added that although the sponsors 
are always advertised, Mission 75165 isn’t 
about promoting individual churches, 
thus avoiding competition among them. 
“People always want to be involved 
in something bigger than themselves, 
so we cleared the template first,” John 
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explained. “We shunned any promotion 
of  ministry or cause. We did it totally as 
a gift.”

The Easter Egg Hunt, held at 
Getzendaner Park, draws 3,000 people 
annually. Last year, the Fall Festival was 
held at the Ellis County Expo Center, 
drawing close to 5,000. Outside of  food 
sales, the events are free to all. The 
Night of  Wonder marked its fourth year 
last December, having started with one 
elementary school and 50 kids. In 2015, 
all 13 campuses in Waxahachie ISD were 
included, with over 1,800 students and 
parents served. “This is just something 
phenomenal to do,” Cory said. “We’re 
all giving instead of  taking.” With 
the cooperation of  these community 
organizations, Mission 75165 has its 
eye on the next step — becoming the 
clearinghouse for all missional needs 
in Waxahachie.

John pointed out that the city of  
Waxahachie has been a vital partner in 
identifying community members in need 
of  assistance, noting, “The city doesn’t 
have the funds to help everyone, but they 
have the compassion.” Last December, 
Mission 75165 took an important 
step in becoming the clearinghouse 
for all of  Ellis County, as they invited 
representatives from Midlothian, 
Maypearl, Palmer, Red Oak and Ennis 
to attend Night of  Wonder. “We want to 
replicate this program through the entire 
county,” Cory said. “We invited them to 
check out what we’re doing. Then we’ll 
contact churches and get to work.”

The Night of  Wonder may not involve 
the largest crowd of  a Mission 75165 
event, but it takes more hours and more 
coordination than any other. The school 
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district counselors provide names of  
families in need at holiday time, and they 
are invited to the event. One church is 
assigned to each campus, where they 
assist in serving a meal from Mercy Chef  
Ministry in Maypearl, and carry toys and 
a take-home dinner to cars. The kids 
are treated to a night of  games and fun, 
while the parents attend a devotional 
on each campus, which is a key to the 
future of  Mission 75165. Churches are 
getting more involved with the schools. 
“A church will adopt a school. They will 
cover the needs of  their school, and the 
school district is open to that,” John said.

Cory outlined that churches will cover 
“tangible needs, whether there’s a tragedy 
or not. They’ll be behind the scenes 
working to see that all needs are met.” 
Those needs might include stocking 
the supply room so teachers don’t have 
to pay for items out of  their pockets, 
catering meals to teachers throughout the 
year or sending volunteers to the campus.

Cory believes the key to Mission 75165’s 
success has been, and will continue to 
be, consistency. “The events got bigger, 
and every year we did a little more, a little 
extra,” he said. “People gave because they 
were meeting a need. They could see they 
were making a difference in someone else’s 
life.” The school district also recognized 
the potential of  the organization, as 
Cory related how “counselors started 
asking for help for families in need. The 
teachers hear about students who are 
in need, and they tell the counselors, 
who can then share that information 
with Mission 75165. In this manner, the 
students can get the assistance they need. 
We have developed that relationship, and 
it continues to grow.” The openness of  
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the school district has been an integral 
part of  the process, allowing churches to 
come in and help. Plus, watching churches 
work together to address all these needs 
has been phenomenal to Cory. “And the 
camaraderie that has developed is so 
cool,” he said. “The competition is gone.”

When contemplating the role of  the 
church in the community, John had a 
vision of  gifts — the kind that can’t 
be purchased. By building partnerships 
across Waxahachie, Mission 75165 grew 
beyond his wildest dreams. “Our own 
church members gave and paid for these 
events for years,” he said. “We sowed 
that seed, and it came back. Now there 
are 20 different organizations, and we all 
work together.”

“The last two years, people saw what 
was happening, and it has gotten bigger 
than we ever could have imagined,” Cory 
added. “We want it to work and grow.”

John’s hope is “that God will bless 
Waxahachie and impact the greater 
community. The more organizations that 
get involved, the happier it is.”
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Through faith, work and 
the grace of  many blessings, 
Brady and Debbie Durling’s 
stunning 2,250-square-foot 
home sits on a .700-acre lot in 
a lovely neighborhood near Lake 
Waxahachie. “The Lord always 
has a plan, a purpose for each of  
us,” Debbie shared. “Sometimes, 
we don’t know what the plan is 
until it begins to unfold.”

Sixteen years ago, the Durlings 
were “dorm pastors” at Waxahachie’s 
Southwestern Assemblies of  God 
University. “We loved it,” she said. “It 
was a wonderful ministry, but with two 
children and nine years in a 700-square-

— By Carolyn Wills



foot apartment, we wondered if  it might 
be time to build a house.” Brady became 
dean of  men in the fall of  2001 and, 
later, dean of  students in 2003.

The year was 2000. She would fall in 
love with a newly constructed home only 
to discover it was too expensive. As they 
prayed about their direction, questioning 
the possibility of  affording a house, 
doors began to open. First, a friend 
presented a gift of  a custom house plan 
which, amazingly, was the one Debbie 
had loved. Then the perfect lot was 
found and, what’s more, the builder (also 
a friend) offered to build at cost. “It took 
about four months,” Brady explained. 
“Debbie and I served as contractors, and 
her dad made trips from North Carolina 
to help.”

Over time, their testimony to faith 
and hard work has only grown in 
elegance. “Brady and I didn’t have much 
when we moved in,” Debbie shared. 
Though a teacher by profession, she is, 
fortunately, also a perpetual decorator 
and “blessed bargain shopper.” Today, 
thanks to Debbie’s passion for design and 
resourcefulness and Brady’s talents and 
knack for saving money, their home is a 
showplace inside and out.

The exterior is variegated black/
red/cream brick trimmed with Austin 
stone. “It was August when we moved 
in, and landscaping was something 
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we couldn’t afford,” Debbie 
explained. By the following 
spring, though, a small nursery 
surprisingly opened near their 
neighborhood. Crepe myrtle 
plantings in 5-gallon pots were 
offered for less than $4 each, 
plus a fifth one for free. “Brady 
landscaped the whole house for 
$350,” Debbie said with a smile.

By the next Christmas, 
Debbie’s dream of  having pine 
trees also came true. “Pine trees 

are childhood reminders of  my family’s North Carolina tobacco 
farm,” she explained. A store’s drastically reduced leftover 
“Christmas tree” sale proved better than the best Christmas 
gift. “We bought enough trees to line the backyard, and Brady 
arranged and planted them all,” she said.

Curb appeal unquestionably introduces this special home, yet 
the interior truly defines it. The entrance opens to an intimate 
foyer with a majestic antique side table topped by an elegantly 
framed mirror. Both pieces were gifts from a decorator-friend 
who, at the time, owned a design store. “She wanted to help 
decorate our house and would bring gifts from her shop,” 
Debbie said. Years later, after selling her house, the friend gave 
the Durlings a big farm table with beautiful carved legs. “It’s 
in the breakfast room and has accommodated as many as 15 
college students playing games,” Debbie said.
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From the foyer, a Roman-columned 
archway opens to the breathtaking living 
room with soft white walls; glossy white 
trim; wide-plank, chocolate-colored 
oak floors; rich leather furniture; and a 
massive, Austin-stone fireplace with a 
natural-edged cedar mantel. Unsure about 
stone and cedar, Debbie had initially 
envisioned a traditional white fireplace. 
Ultimately, the solution arrived in the 
form of  agreeing Brady would design 
the fireplace, and she would design the 
kitchen. “Then another blessing came,” 
she smiled. One of  the dorm student’s 
fathers owned a stone quarry. “We were 
overwhelmed when the quarry delivered 
enough Austin stone to trim the house 
and do the fireplace,” she said. It also 
happened that Debbie found she loved 
the stone and cedar fireplace. “The 
timeless design adds character, and it’s the 
perfect balance to everything.”

Brady had actually been skeptical 
about the Roman columns until they 
were finished. “Now, 15 years later, I’m 
still in awe of  God’s blessings and always 
thankful for our home,” he said.

“He will be sitting on the couch, 
looking around and, to this day, will 
suddenly say, ‘This is a beautiful house,’” 
Debbie said.

To the right of  the living room is an 
open state-of-the-art kitchen with a  
large peninsula and light-filled, informal 
eating area. “We also have a formal  
dining room,” Debbie explained. “At 
first, we used it for a sitting room, but 
with so many guests, it needed to be the 
dining room.”

In the kitchen, tall cabinets stained the 
color of  Cordovan leather complement 
cream-speckled Corian countertops 
and a white subway tile backsplash. 
“The cabinet stain was a big risk that, 
thankfully, worked,” Debbie said. “People 
visiting for the first time will often 
enter the kitchen and gasp that it’s so 
beautiful.” The kitchen, eating area and 
hallway are floored with porcelain tile in 
earth tones of  clay, cream, taupe and red.
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The two bedrooms off  the small 
hallway belong to Joshua and Taylor, 
the Durlings’ sons, while the master 
bedroom is secluded on the opposite 
side of  the house. Joshua is graduating 
from Southwestern Assemblies of  God 
University and Taylor is a junior at 
Waxahachie Global High School.

After moving to their home, Debbie 
moved from teaching in South Dallas to 
WISD and is now at Clift Elementary. 
“The students and staff  are wonderful, 
and teaching locally has allowed me to 
spend more time with our boys,” she said.

In Brady’s office, located to the left of  
the foyer, is an old stand-up vintage radio 
and lots of  family photos. The spacious 
master bedroom features a gorgeous 
double-tray ceiling and a luxurious 
master bath with a real Jacuzzi tub. “The 
tub wasn’t in our budget until Brady 
discovered one that had been ordered 
and returned to a store,” she explained.

On top of  all the special details, 
their home is filled with stunning floral 
arrangements and decorative words like 
believe, inspire, joy and faith. “I love 
being reminded of  how we need to live,” 
Debbie explained.

Brady and Debbie have been married 
for 30 years. They met as Southwestern 
Assemblies of  God University students. 
They are both credentialed ministers 
dedicated to their faith, and they actively 
support a number of  ministries. While 
Brady has now built a successful business 
servicing commercial air systems 
throughout the country and, although he 
and Debbie love their beautiful home, 
they remain open to moving into another 
ministry. “I feel like the Lord gave us this 
beautiful home,” she said. “It is truly a 
blessing, yet we are here to follow His 
purpose and plan for our lives.”
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Clint Holley’s smile and positive attitude are quite 
contagious. Just ask anyone who’s ever stopped in at 
the donut shop in downtown Maypearl. “I go to the 
donut shop at least two mornings a week,” Clint 
shared. “I eat a good breakfast of  bacon, eggs and 
sometimes sausage, too.” But what he feeds on more 
are the relationships he’s made at the shop. His goal is 
simple. “I want to stay sweet and keep making people 
laugh. Smiles are very important to me,” he said with 
one of  his own winning smiles. “I may be 1-percent 
Down Syndrome, but I’m 99-percent sweetness!”

His mom, Gwen Holley, looks back on the past 36 years, and 
all she remembers is the joy Clint and his fraternal twin brother, 
Josh, have brought to the family. “The boys were two months 
premature. Josh weighed 3 pounds 1 ounce, while Clint was 
just 2 pounds 11 ounces. Josh was the longer of  the two,” she 

— By Sandra Strong



explained. “Some of  the minor problems 
they’ve experienced in life are due to their 
early births.”

“Josh may have been taller, but I was 
the good-looking one!” Clint joked.

Clint takes great pride in his education. 
Although he’s Maypearl’s biggest sports 
fan today, as a child he attended school 
in Italy, Texas. He started their early 
childhood program at the age of  3. As 
he grew older, he attended the special 
education classes they offered. “I was so 
glad he had a place where he was able to 
excel and learn life skills that included 
how to cook a few things, do his own 
laundry and keep his room clean. Clint 
wouldn’t be where he is today without 
the education he received in Italy.” He 
doesn’t drive, but that has never hindered 
him from going where he wants or needs 
to go. He will walk or find more inventive 
ways to get to where he’s going. He’s 
been known to call a friend or ask his 
mom or dad, Mark, for a ride. And most 
generally, they are obliged to help out in 
any way they can.

“There was, and still is, a rivalry 
between Maypearl and Italy, that’s for 
sure,” Clint said. “While I was going to 
school in Italy, I yelled for them, but  
not anymore.”

When he completed his education in 
Italy, his role as Maypearl’s biggest fan 
began. Clint may very well be Maypearl’s 
“head cheerleader in shorts,” as he 
attends all sporting events and loves 
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“running the flags” during halftime at 
the football games and performing his 
“halftime show” during basketball games. 
“I shoot basketballs from the half-court 
line,” he said. “I try to see how many 
baskets I can make in a row. The last 
time I performed, I was on fire. I can’t 
remember exactly how many I made, but 
it was a lot!” Clint attends all the baseball 
games, too. After donations from a town 
who loves their mascot were collected, 
Clint was gifted with a football jersey 
and a complete basketball uniform. And 
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at the first of  the year, he was invited to 
take his halftime show to Southwestern 
Assemblies of  God University, where he 
showed up and showed out to a crowd 
that enjoyed the show tremendously.

With all this hometown spirit bottled 
into one person, it’s no surprise Clint’s 
nickname in town is “Mr. Maypearl.” It’s 
a name that brings a smile to his face 
every time he hears it, not because he’s 
prideful, but because he really does love 
his hometown that much. “They’ve been 
calling me Mr. Maypearl for probably the 
last 10 years,” he admitted. “I love it, and 
I’m honored to be considered, but I give 
all the praise to the Lord.”

Clint readily admits he is a spiritual 
person. He loves the Lord, and he doesn’t 
mind sharing that love with others. Upon 
first meeting him, he will shake your 
hand and tell you, “I love you, but God 
loves you more!” Then Clint will begin 
to share how good life has been to him. 
He admits he’s never met a stranger, 
and he loves all people, no matter their 
differences. He credits his mom for his 
loving spirit. 

“I started going to church at Water 
Street Baptist Church in Waxahachie 
when I was 2 weeks old,” Gwen said. “I 
carried the kids to church with me all the 
time when they were young.”

Today, Clint attends services not far 
from his home at the Church of  Christ 
in Maypearl. He even holds down a job 
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at his church. “I work every Thursday 
morning from 9:00 to 11:00, but 
sometimes it could be a little later,” he 
said. “I do some of  the housekeeping. I 
help clean and wash the church van and 
bus. I also work on the landscaping when 
it’s needed.”

Clint works under the leadership 
of  Carter Vaughan, the church’s 
congregation outreach minister. Clint 
considers Carter to be his best friend 
this side of  heaven. “He allows me to be 
myself,” Clint confessed. “He’s a great 
inspiration to me.”

Carter admits that it’s difficult to 
keep up with Clint because he’s a ball of  
energy that never tires of  doing good 
deeds for others. “Clint has a servant’s 
heart, and he knows how to encourage 
others,” Carter said of  his good friend 
and helper. “The church means the world 
to Clint, and Clint means the world to the 
church. Clint was born with a true heart 
for people. He really is a people person.”

When Clint hears these types of  
accolades for a trait that comes naturally 
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to him, his face gets a bit pink from 
embarrassment, and he says one of  two 
things: “Bless your heart,” or, “Bless my 
heart.” Either way, someone is going 
to be blessed. Clint gives credit to his 
parents for the love he has for others. 
“I’m thankful they raised me in church,” 
he shared.

Clint’s favorite place to travel each 
summer is closely connected to his 
church home. “Jesus Camp! I go every 
year in June, and I get to do whatever 
God wants me to do. Last year, I served 
as the head prayer pastor,” he explained 
with a great deal of  enthusiasm and 
excitement. “I love listening to the 
Christian music. Camp is really amazing!”

He is no different than any other 
young man. He has his likes and dislikes, 
his favorites and least favorites. “I will 
eat all food except sardines and cottage 
cheese — that is unless the cottage 
cheese is buried deep in some lasagna,” 
he laughed. “My favorite Christian artists 
are Jesus Culture and MercyMe. I also like 
Christ For The Nations.”

A smile comes across Gwen’s face 
as she hears her son talk about his 
wonderful life. “I am very proud of  him. 
It’s a privilege to be his mom,” she said 
with a break in her voice. “He wouldn’t 
belong to anyone but me.”

As she finished her sentence, Clint got 
up, walked over and gave his mom a kiss 
and a hug. “I love you mom,” he said, 
“but God loves you more!”
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As spring unfurls its sunny beams across North Texas, many 
are ready to get back outside and get their hands in the dirt. Since 
most of  the soils in the area are difficult to work with, raised box 
gardens offer a creative, as well as versatile, option for the backyard. 
From small, square boxes to large, rectangular vegetable gardens, the 
choices are limited only by your imagination.

— By Melissa Swedoski

Before building, determine the amount of  useable 
room you have available. Consider how many plants, 
flowers or vegetables you want inside the raised garden 
and the square footage that can be allotted. Planter 
boxes, the self-contained version of  garden boxes, can 
be placed on concrete or grass, while raised beds are 
best in the yard.

Material Requirements 

As interest in home improvement projects has 
grown, so have the options. Raised beds can be made 
with lumber, stone, concrete blocks or almost any other 
material, even burlap sacks. The simplest way is to 
create a raised pile of  soil, which gets the plants away 
from the not-so-good native soil and promotes good 
drainage. The real investment will be in the choice of  
soil, and in this area of  Texas, ideal soil is a mix of  
minerals, sand, clay and organic matter, and can include 
a quality compost.

Pressure-treated wood or cedar are the top options 
for raised garden boxes, since both are easy to work 
with and durable against natural elements. There’s also 
“construction heart” redwood that is exceedingly rot-
resistant. Pine is a popular choice by the do-it-yourself 
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crowd, but humidity and direct sun 
take their toll on any structure. Always 
pre-treat and seal the wood you select. 
Balance out durability with budget 
constraints to choose the right wood 
for you.

A word to the wise: You will need 
saws, drills, clamps, wood glue, measuring 
tape, paper, pencil, screws, wire cutters, 
shovel, staple gun, level, bird netting 
and/or row cover. Most raised beds are 
weekend DIY adventures, but stopping 
multiple times for a trip to the home 
improvement store could extend that. If  
you don’t have large table saws, purchase 
pre-cut lumber that will only require 
sanding and sealing.

Construction
Using raised beds means growing more 

in less space with less work. Read seed 
packages to determine how much space 
is required for each plant, so you can 
lay out the garden correctly. Wider and 
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deeper rows need less water and produce 
more, while more plants can be planted 
in a rectangular bed than in a long narrow 
bed measuring the same square footage. 
For a garden of  plants and/or flowers, 
best results will come with breaking up 
the sod, removing it to eliminate weeds, 
and tilling the soil, which especially helps 
clay soil.

Vegetables generally need eight hours 
of  direct sunlight to have a good harvest, 
so make sure you pick a location in your 
yard that can supply that. Make it as level 
as possible, well drained and near a water 
source. Build the frame and mark the 
location. Move the lumber and dig 1-inch 
deep holes for posts. Put the lumber 
back in place, and attach it to the posts. 
Loosen the soil to about 12 inches deep, 
allowing for proper drainage.

Mix the topsoil with some humus, sand 
and manure inside the frame, then rake 
it until smooth. Choose your veggies, 
lay them in the box based on spacing 
requirements and dig a hole big enough 
for the root ball. Plant it, fill it with soil, 
and then water thoroughly. Use stakes, 
if  there is a need, and add mulch to the 
base of  the plants for an extra boost. For 
this part of  Texas, tomatoes, green beans, 
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squash, corn, peppers and cucumbers 
are common, but be sure that the last 
freeze has occurred and the soil is slightly 
warmed up before planting.

In a more limited space, craft a 
waist-high planter box that measures 6 
feet long, but only 22 inches deep and 
12 inches wide. This also allows for 
adjustment in budget, since the frame 
can be made from pine wood, while only 
the box needs to be made out of  cedar. 
You can have room for multiple kinds of  
vegetables, although in smaller quantities 
than with the raised-bed style.

If  you prefer the full planter box 
style, fasten the boards using galvanized 
screws, since they are less likely to rust, 
in a rectangular shape. Put the bottom 
board inside the box and attach it. Create 
four or five drainage holes in the bottom 
of  the box, add a layer of  nylon or vinyl 
screen on the bottom to protect the 
wood, and then prime, paint or stain it. 
Add a thin layer of  gravel to help with 
drainage, and then add the soil.
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Flowers 

If  the garden is in the shade, consider 
using the very hardy Chinese Wild Ginger, 
or even the Begonia semperflorens Kaylen, 
which shares a lovely shade of  burgundy. 
For smaller, less showy flowers, try dianella 
tasmanica, with wide spike-like leaves 
outlined in bright white.  

When the full, hot Texas sun hits in the 
summer, several flowers can make your 
raised garden as beautiful as during the 
spring. From the Black-eyed Susan to the 
Victoria Blue Sage, colors abound. Lantana 
comes in a number of  colors, while Dwarf  
Mexican Petunia brings in the lavender 
shade, and there’s the always popular 
Autumn Sage as well as the Pink Skullcap.

All landscapes deserve a pop of  color 
and the ability to flourish, and raised bed 
gardens can add an undeniable impact to 
your backyard beauty.
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CNB of Texas — a community bank where the customer matters most.
— By Sandra Strong

CNB President Mike Singleton continues the 
banking legacy that first began four generations 
ago in 1868.

personal banking debit cards. The safety feature in this offering 
is the short time it takes for the cardholder to be notified of  a 
purchase. “We want to inform customers the second the card is 
swiped,” he continued. “In the seven years that debit card alerts 
have been available, the system has really made a difference in 
stopping fraud.”

When making debit card purchases, Mark recommends the 
card be swiped and used as a credit instead of  a debit. This 
one change will further safeguard the customer’s personal 
information. And if  a debit alert that does not belong to 
them “pops up,” Mark encourages customers to call the bank 
immediately. “Some people never open the full toolbox they’ve 
been given,” he shared. “I want to use every tool available to 

Longevity is one of  several words that best describes CNB of  
Texas. Other words that quickly come to mind are: performance, 
responsibility, accountability, convenience, trust, integrity, 
community, excellence and stability. “CNB is a bank where 
you, the customer, matter most,” said M.E. “Mark” Singleton 
III, fourth-generation president of  the bank that’s been firmly 
planted in Texas since before the Great Depression. “Our goal is 
to continue partnering with customers.”

This partnership is built on years of  trust, as well as the 
valuable information that Mark and his staff  continue to 
share with customers on a regular basis. “I don’t want to wait 
until they [customers] ask,” Mark explained. “I want any new 
information to be available immediately.” One example cited is 

CNB of Texas
(972) 938-4300
1 (877) 938-4300
www.cnboftexas.com

Downtown:
200 N. Elm St.
Drive-thru Hours:
Monday-Friday: 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-noon
Lobby Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Uptown:
1001 Hwy. 77 North
Drive-thru Hours:
Monday-Friday: 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-noon
Lobby Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-noon

H-E-B:
800 Hwy. 77
Lobby Hours:
Monday-Friday: 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Saturday: Noon-4:00 p.m.

BusinessNOW
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Keeping the Toolbox Open
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me by making them available and easy to 
access for our banking customers.”

CNB of  Texas has been the community 
bank since 1868, several years prior to 
the incorporation of  Waxahachie in 1871. 
Since 1930, the bank has been owned 
and operated by the Singleton family. 
Colonel M.E. Singleton helped to double 

deposits in the eight years he was at the 
helm. M.E. “Marvin” Singleton Jr. took 
over leadership after his father’s passing 
in 1938, where he served the community 
he loved for nearly 50 years. After his 
passing, his son, George H. Singleton 
took over as president until 1994, at such 
time his son, Mark, became the president. 

The bank has grown to include 10 
branches and more than $700 million in 
total assets. “I’m carrying on the family 
legacy not just for my children but for 
my children’s children,” Mark admitted. 
“The community CNB serves is also my 
family, and I don’t believe in selling my 
family out at any cost.” Keeping abreast 
of  anything that has to do with the 
industry of  banking is also paramount 
for Mark and his staff  in their ongoing 
quest to keep customers informed. 
As offerings in the banking business 
come and go, CNB of  Texas takes great 
pride in knowing they are sharing those 
changes with their valued, long-term, 
generational customers. “We embrace 
change and treat it friendly,” he stated. 
“This w ay, w e all m ove successfully into                           
the future together.”

In the 29 years Mark has been sitting 
in the “big chair,” he’s faced many 
daily challenges along the way, but he 
continues to press on because he still 
strongly believes in what community 
banks offer their customers. “Community 
banking is about working every day with 
customers and businesses,” he said. “It’s 
helping them achieve their dreams.”
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“CNB is a bank 
where you, 

the customer, 
matter most.”
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Around Town DuncanvilleNOW

Around Town DeSotoNOW

Around Town Cedar HillNOW

Around TownNOW

Around TownNOW

Roxanne Johnson, Harley Hutchins and Shelbey 
Koonce are all smiles at the success their Project You 
clients are enjoying.

Local seniors enjoy playing Bridge on Mondays 
at the Waxahachie Senior Center.

Lashed Out celebrates it’s Waxahachie Chamber of  Commerce ribbon cutting ceremony.

Terry Green and Larry Joplin show off  some 
of  Faith Armory’s in-stock gun supplies.

Paul Stevens, City Manager, addresses the crowd 
at the groundbreaking ceremony for the John 
Houston Development Management Company’s 
new 1,100+ lot master-planned community, 
North Grove.

Monica Williams at Amerigrafix shows off  
her adorable embroidery addition to a little girl’s 
raincoat purchased from Firehouse Kids on Shop 
Small Saturday.

The staff  at Bow Wow Barbers is ready to 
bathe, clip and spoil their four-legged customers.

During the Farm Girls’ Tuesday night class on 
essential oils, Donelle Smith gives a bottle of  
lemon oil to Karen Kuck.

Patrick Louie Boozer may live in Texas, but he’s 
a lifetime Green Bay Packers fan.
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To encourage individuals to work in the public sector, the 
United States government created the Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness (PSLF) Program as part of  the College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act of  2007. The program forgives the 
remaining balance of  certain college loans after a period of  time. 
Find out if  you can qualify for this program:

Rules and Requirements

To receive public service loan forgiveness:
• You must make 120 on-time monthly payments toward your
   eligible loan. 
• You cannot count periods of  deferment.
• All payments must have been made after October 1, 2007.

• You must work full-time for a qualifying public service
   organization while making the qualifying payments and at the
   time of  applying for and receiving loan forgiveness.
• The loans must not be in default status.

Types of  Eligible Loans

The loans must be Federal Direct Loans, specifically:
• Federal Direct Stafford or Ford Loans (Direct Subsidized Loans).
• Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford or Ford Loans (Direct
   Unsubsidized Loans).
• Federal Direct PLUS Loans.
• Federal Direct Consolidation Loans.

Other loans, such as Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) 
Program loans, Federal Perkins Loans and certain health 
professions or nursing loans can qualify if  you consolidate them 
into a Direct Consolidation Loan.

How to Apply

If  you meet the above requirements, you can submit 
an Employment Certification for Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness form, and the U.S. Department of  Education will 
notify you of  the amount of  remaining qualifying payments you 
need to make. When you have made 120 payments, you will need 
to submit a PSLF application to receive forgiveness.

Adam Rope is a State Farm agent based in Waxahachie.

What Is Public Service Loan Forgiveness?
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Doubling over in pain, the young 
woman knew this would be another day 
she would not be able to work. Suffering 
from endometriosis, she had come to 
expect the debilitating pain every month 
during her menstrual cycle. Endometriosis 
is the abnormal growth of  endometrial 
tissue growing outside the uterus. 
Endometrial cells are similar to those that 
grow in the endometrium, which is the 
lining of  the uterus. They can be found 
on the Fallopian tubes, ovaries, intestines, 
cervix and bladder, and on the uterus 
itself. Even though the cells are located 
outside the uterus, they will still thicken 
and shed every month, as if  they were 
inside the uterus. The problem is there 
is no good way for the blood to exit the 
body, so it remains trapped. It can cause 
irritation to surrounding organs, which 
sets up an inflammation process and can 
cause scarring.

Some women who have endometriosis 
experience no symptoms. But for others, 
the pain level can vary from mild to severe. 
The pain can occur with menstrual periods, 
bowel movements, during ovulation or 
sexual intercourse. Endometriosis can 
cause heavy menstrual bleeding or bleeding 
between periods. It can also be a significant 
contributor to infertility. Some women 
don’t even know they have endometriosis 
until they try, and fail, to get pregnant and 
undergo a diagnostic workup.

There is no definitive cause for 
endometriosis, but certain risk factors have 

been identified. Women between ages 25 
to 40 face a higher risk, although teenagers 
and older women can also be affected. If  
your mother or sister had endometriosis, 
your risk is higher. Estrogen plays an 
important part in the development of  the 
disorder. The timing of  your menstrual 
periods can lead to the possibility of  
endometriosis: If  menstrual cycles are 
less than 28 days, if  periods last longer 
than seven days and if  you started your 
periods before the age of  12. Women who 
have never had children are at greater risk. 
Uterine abnormalities can set the stage 
for endometriosis.

Your treatment plan for endometriosis 
depends upon the severity of  your 
symptoms and whether or not your 
fertility has been impaired. Your doctor 
will probably take a conservative treatment 
approach first. Treatment modalities will 
range from medication to lessen the pain 
and/or treat the endometriosis, all the way 
to surgery.

Endometriosis could be very devastating, 
emotionally. Women may find help in a 
support group that provides information, 
help, encouragement and advice. Online 
groups and chat forums are helpful also. 
Talking about it will not heal endometriosis, 
but discussing it may give one an emotional 
lift that aids the medical relief.

This article is for general information only and does 
not constitute medical advice. Consult with your 
physician if  you have questions regarding this topic.

Cells Gone Awry
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— By Betty Tryon, BSN
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Students will even be dressing in costumes. 
There will also be a bake sale to help raise 
funds for the music department. For exact 
location and future details, contact Dr. Skip 
Redd at (469) 708-4444.

March 17
Ellis County Amateur Radio Club: 7:30 
p.m., Ellis County Sheriff ’s Office Training 
Center, 2272 FM 878, Waxahachie. For more 
information, visit www.wd5ddh.org.

March 19
Ellis County Master Gardener Lawn 
and Garden Expo: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 
Waxahachie Civic Center. $5. For more 
information, contact expo.ecmga@gmail.com.

Shanleigh Mae Almon Scholarship 5K and 
20-mile bike ride evet: 9:00 a.m., Getzendaner 
Park. This annual event benefits Waxahachie 
High School seniors.

Wheelin’ N Peelin’ Car Show: 8:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m., 101 W. Main St. in downtown 
Waxahachie. Set up begins at 8:00 a.m. Car 
registration is $10. A total of  13 awards will be 
given away at 2:00 p.m. You must preregister to 

Through March
Lighthouse for Learning Community 
Education Spring Classes: available now. 
There are over 50 classes to select from. 
Contact Waxahachie ISD at (972) 923-4631 or 
visit www.wisd.org for class information and 
complete registration details. 

March 5
Ellis County Women’s Expo/Business, 
Health & Wellness: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., Waxahachie C ivic Center. For                                      
more in formation, c all ( 972) 937-2390 or                                        
visit www.waxahachiechamber.com.

Deeper Journeys Ladies Conference: 
9:00 a.m., The Avenue Church. For more 
information, visit www.theavenuechurch.com. 

EdCamp: hosted by Southwestern Assemblies 
of  God University. Call Dr. Lashera 
McElhaney at (972) 923-5488 or visit        
www.sagu.edu/edcamp for more info.

March 7
Life School High School Music Department 
Concert: 6:30 p.m. The evening will feature 
musical sounds from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s. 

participate. There will be no “day-of ” signups. 
For more information or to register, visit 
Waxahachie Downtown Merchants Association 
on FB or call Amber Caverly at (214) 679-8778.

March 25
14th Annual Garrett Rural Volunteer Fire 
Department Fish Fry: 4:30-8:30 p.m., Knights 
of  Columbus Hall, 850 S. I-45, Ennis.

April 1, 2
Waxahachie Old-fashioned Singing: 
Chautauqua Auditorium. For more 
information, visit www.waxaofs.com.

April 2
North Ellis County Business & Community 
Expo: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Red Oak High 
School, 122 SH 342, Red Oak. For more 
information, call (972) 617-0906.

Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 7:00 p.m., 
SAGU Hagee Center. This will be the grand 
finale performance for the Waxahachie 
Symphony Association’s 2015-16 season.

Submissions are welcome and published as space allows. Send 
your current event details to sandra.strong@nowmagazines.com. 

March 2016Calendar
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CookingNOW
CookingNOW

Blackened Seasoning

1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. black pepper
2 Tbsp. paprika
1 tsp. dried thyme
1 tsp. dried oregano
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 tsp. salt
2 Tbsp. cornmeal (optional)

1. Combine all ingredients in a small bowl. 
Cornmeal will give the seasoning a crunchy 
texture. Great when used on catfish fillets. 

Yummy Garlic Bread

1 loaf French bread, unsliced
1 cup butter, softened
3 cloves garlic, finely chopped

In the Kitchen With Ophelia Hall

1 tsp. dried parsley
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1. Preheat oven to 375 F. Cut 1-inch deep 
slices down the length of the bread, making 
sure not to cut all the way through.
2. Combine butter, garlic, parsley and cheese 
in a small bowl. Spread butter mixture in 
between each slice and also on the top of 
the loaf.
3. Wrap the bread in foil, leaving the top 
partially uncovered. Bake for 15 minutes. Pull 
back the foil and bake for another 5 minutes 
to allow the loaf to brown and crisp up.

Watergate Salad

1 20-oz. can crushed pineapple, drained
1 3-oz. box Jell-O Instant Pistachio
   Pudding Mix

Ophelia Hall was born into a family of  cooks and restaurant and bakery owners. She 
has compiled a cookbook with family recipes from her great-grandmother, grandmother 
and mother, as a legacy to her sons. “I enjoy cooking for family, friends and my church. 
I’ve catered weddings, baby showers and birthday parties,” Ophelia said. “My favorite 
cooking memory is cooking with my grandmother on their farm in Arkansas, and I still 
can with my mother today.”

Her experience in the kitchen began as a little girl. She enjoys making recipes of  her 
own by adding this or removing that. “My kitchen is my sanctuary,” she admitted. “It’s 
where I go to unwind.” Ophelia has also found great joy in teaching others how to cook 
and bake.

1/2 cup mini marshmallows
1/2 cup walnuts, chopped
1 9-oz. carton non-dairy whipped
   topping, thawed  

1. Combine all ingredients. Chill well prior 
to serving.

Cucumber Lime Salad

1 3-oz. box lime Jell-O
1 1-oz. pkg. unflavored Jell-O
3/4 cup hot water
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1 medium cucumber, grated
1 small onion, grated
1 cup cottage cheese

1. Mix Jell-O in water until dissolved. Let 
cool before adding the remaining ingredients.
2. Pour into a small mold. Chill until set.
3. Dip mold in warm water just to the top 
rim of mold to loosen. Invert onto plate. 
Keep chilled until ready to serve.

Ooey, Gooey Butter Cake

Cake:
1 box Duncan Hines Yellow Cake Mix
1 stick butter, melted
1 egg

Topping:
1 8-oz. pkg. Philadelphia Cream 
   Cheese, softened
2 eggs
1 10-oz. box powdered sugar

1. For cake: Mix all ingredients. Pat into a 
9x13-inch pan.
2. For topping: Mix cream cheese until light 
and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time. Mix well. 
Add powdered sugar. Beat until smooth and 
all lumps are gone.
3. Pour mixture over the cake mix in the 
pan. Bake for 30-45 minutes at 350 F, 
or until topping is golden. Allow to cool. 
Lemon- or strawberry-flavored cake mix 
can be substituted if desired.

— By Sandra Strong

To view recipes from current  
and previous issues, visit  
www.nowmagazines.com.
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