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VISION, KEEP
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HELP OTHERS
DO THE SAME.
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REGISTER HERE
A ONE-DAY CONFERENCE THAT WILL EQUIP AND INSPIRE YOU TO

THRIVE PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY.

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT THRIVE25.INFO/EVENT




North Ellis Co. NOW
Scavenger Hunt

11’

. Find 5 hidden
"" Teddy Bears

in Sdrﬁerent ads in this issue
(not counting the one abave),
Email the page numbers and
specific ads where they are
found, plus your phone
number, by February 15th.
To ensure your Scavenger
Hunt answers go in the
drawing, you must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com
Omne enlry per person.

WINY
$50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:
NOW Magazines
sca'ienger.nmi,t"nuwmaga:ines.mm

Winnar must plck up prize
within 30 days of drawing.

Balloons were found on =
pages4,9,15,19and 21. | r"’l

January winner is: |
Nora Tolento - 550 Cash !
from NOW Magazines

scavenger.necEnowmagazines.com

817. 45:31:::0

www.UnaannsrsDUTnnnn r.:um

PAVILIONS v FIRE 8 WATER FEATURES + POOLS
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you mention NOW Magazines
when ordering.

& C BBH es k .He d tS Scan OR code or email heartlandeookies@yahoo.com P

to learn more. Deadline for ordering is February Tth. E , &

Not your
cookie-cutter
homes

CustomHomes

with you in mind.

Firsi-time nome buyers, Moving-up,
or Downsizing we will help you

ihrough he entire process fram
design, and build lo financing.

L 5‘ :.'6 '.""l.':-
BHEGK DUT Q0R ™

Favobile .
Kocipes

214-949-4012 TR o

Searchoble Recipes

2 MG from the NOW Mogaorzines Archives.
Scanto ;lf;-'": Pl TRY IT TODAY!
our webs
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SOUTHERN STAR e NOW
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DR. JOY SHAW MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRESS & GROWTH

Feeder middle school for
Shields and Schupmann

Elementary Schools

Will co-locate Fall 2025 at | -
Red Oak Middle School
then take occupancy in
January 2026

Exterior - nearly complete A
with brick and stone work . L w5

. Growih continues: ﬂﬁf., .
glementary schools {][;ﬁngl?ﬂu(cu.p,
af eac

rr_hmrﬂ cre over

El'::' ’I':J p UI:{}S’:].II al Jar L ‘b" ?lr S‘: i L
|

gafing
Board meef!
. Follow ww - pOISDBon
for details

Interior - working on
electric, plumbing, drywall
paint, flooring, and finishes
by section

d.com

Hiring positions now for
2025-26 school year!

ar ﬂpen *,_fr uses

Mar. 6 — Secondary Ein j:.: S :‘"
Mar. 6 — - b
Mar. 9 - Daylight Sd’iﬂ'ﬁys Begins -

Mar. 10-14 - Spring Break

Mar. 24 — ROISD School Board Meeting

Mar. 26 - State of the District @ ROACOC
Chamber Luncheon

Apr. 18 - Good Friday Holiday

Apr. 21— Easter Holiday

Details at RedOakISD.org

RedOakISPD.org/
JoinTheTeam
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ON THE COVER

Girl Scout Troop 338 has
been led to success by
Amanda Stapleton and
Kim Luce.

Photo by
Shane Kirkpatrick.
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We Have the Best P;:lm.-r:,r

BUY ONE, GET ONE

i 50% OFF

THIS FEBRUARY
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Find the Perfect Home and Garden Décor.

469-820-9013 | 101 TRACY LN., WAXAHACHIE, TX

MIDLUTHIAN PLUMBING

Sewer, Water & Gas Repairs
Sewer Video Inspections

Faucet & Toilet
Repair/Replacements

Remodels

WATER HEATERS
DRAIN CLEANINGS
LP CERTIFIED

FREE CAMERA
INSPECTION WITH
DRAIN CLEANING

SAVE $50
ON ANY REPAIR

(Valld on service f:llr

972-775-5751
WWW.MIDLOPLUMBING.COM
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EDITOR’'S NOTE

February folklore ...

Meaning, “to cleanse,” February comes from the Latin word februa and was named for Februalia,
a Roman purification festival. It may be the shortest month of the year, but it is not lacking in
interesting facts. It was originally the last month of the year, added to the Roman calendar in 713
B.C. In 450 B.C, it was moved to the second month.

Since the Romans considered even numbers unlucky, all months originally had 29 days. When
someone discovered the sum of all months was an even number, one day was removed from
February to make the total odd (and, thus, not unlucky). While other months eventually included 30
or 31 days, 28 stuck for February (except on Leap Years, when it has 29).

In modemn times, February became recognized as Black History Month, officialized by President
Gerald Ford in 1976. February 1 is observed as National Freedom Day, as on this day in 1865,
President Abraham Lincoln signed a joint resolution abolishing slavery.

Other celebratory days in February include Groundhog's Day February 2, Valentine’s Day
February 14 and President’s Day February 17 (originally established to honor George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln who were born this month, but now recognizes all who have held the office).

Other days of note in February include Ice Cream for Breakfast Day (first Saturday), Super Bow!
Sunday (second Sunday) and National Wear Red Day (first Friday) raising awareness toward heart

Angel Morris disease in women. Among many other celebratory opportunities, February 17 is Random Acts of
) . Kindness Day.
North £l /IS. Co.NOW Edﬁ” February zodiac signs include Aquarius and Pisces, and the birthstone is amethyst. February is
angel.moris@nowmagazines.com said to be one of the most frequently misspelled words in the English language. Even if we can't
(972)533-7216 spell it, we can find some way to enjoy it.
February’s fun!

FAST TRACK
OPTIONS IN HEALTHCARE

INNDVATIDN
== = BUILT ON TRADITION

“| enjoy reading the magazine.
This was a great Christmas

surprise. " - Joe Gardia NAVARROCOLLEGE.EDU __T_%-j_ 1.800.NAVARRO
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SUSHI s GRILL

638 Uptown Blvd #120
Cedar Hill g

5 OFF

25 OR MORE PURCHASE

DINE-IN ONLY. EXCLUDES ALCOHOL. EXPIRES 2/28/25
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COOKING PASSION?
GET FEATURED!

Passionate about
Cooking or Bakinge

Share your culinary journey
with us and get featured!

NOW

M s G A I I N E 3

REACH OUT TO US TODAY!
972-937-8447
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Ask About Our
Dental Savings Plan

« Cleanings & Exams « Digital X-rays
» Whitening +3-D X-rays

» Crowns & Bridges  -Veneers

« Dental Implants. «Fillings

=« Root Canals =« Night Guards
» Extractions » Nitrous Oxide

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-6654

Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!

FE@®Pin
morgandentistry.co
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LoEal—fes:dents since the -~ g
- ages of 5 and 6, Ki L-fl = "nd"‘ j
Amanda Stapleton beli
County is a great pla
a family. Being in a pa
organization added to
hometown spirit. lwas'?g
Scout growing up. | became a
troop leader right out of high
school, but had to step down .
after a few years, so | could
focus on college Kim recalled.

In 2021, Kim signed up to be a leader

for her daughter’s Girl Scout Troop 338.
“l wanted Kaley to try something new
that [ really enjoyed as a child,” Kim said.
“l decided to become a leader, because

I enjoy working with young ladies and
watching them grow.”

Amanda served as a volunteer for the
troop when her daughters, Emma and
Maddie, joined that same year. In 2023, she
became co-leader of the troop. “l wanted
to be more hands-on with the planning
process of teaching the girls in our troop
how to grow and find success in all the
different areas of Girl Scouts,” she noted.

Following in Kim’s and Amanda’s
footsteps, Troop 338 is made up of
20 young ladies with a heart for their
community. “Our troop has used the funds

— By Angel Morris

earned from several cookie seasons
to support our community and its
residents,” Kim shared.

In the past three years, the troop’s
service includes adopting two residents
at a local nursing home to “show
some love over the holidays”; putting
together and donating 12 birthday
boxes to North Ellis County Outreach;
and collecting and donating Girl
Scout cookies to the Red Oak Police



Department, CASA of Ellis County and
Texas Baptist Home for Children. “Since
cookie sales are a huge part of allowing
us to do these types of things, we
have sold cookies outdoors in rain and
below freezing temperatures,” Amanda
stated. “The girls are very dedicated!”
Ranging in age from 8 to 11, each
Scout has different goals. “Our Juniors
are currently working toward earning
their Bronze Awards, and each girl is
always looking for more ways to help
out in our community,” Kim said.
Participating in these activities and
making new friends is what draws
most girls to Scouting, “They love
the time they get to spend together,
the hustle of cookie season and

[ ORENZO BROWN & ASMOCIATES

= ATTORNEYS AT LAW - -~

DIVORCE - PROBATE

972.224.7555 OFFICE
214.621.0036 CELL
214.237.6067 FAX

1700 N, Hampton Rd.
Suite 104

larenzobrownlaw@gmail.com DeSoto, TX 75115

[

Let Us Fix Your Leaks
and Melt Your Heart This

‘Vﬂ[mmw

BING

469-820-9288

www.optionsplumbing.com

RMP36675

CSUPON
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celebrating our achievements in big
ways,” Amanda outlined.

While having fun with friends is
important, Girl Scout participation goes
far beyond that, the co-Troop leaders
explained. “Participating in Girl Scouts
builds character and confidence. We
encourage our girls to get out of their
comfort zones and try new things.

It also allows them to overcome
fear, and sometimes failure, in a safe
environment,” Kim underscored.

Mother-daughter bonding is another
perk of Girl Scout life, the leader moms
admitted. “Being a troop leader has
been great for my relationship with
my daughters. We have time set aside
almost weekly to spend together and
make memories, while teaching them
life lessons in fun and meaningful
ways,” Amanda shared.

Kim added, “I love getting to spend
extra time with my daughter doing
something we both love. | do feel like
this experience has brought us closer
and will be a time that she remembers
for years to come, just as | remember
my own Scouting activities.”

February is a visible month for Girl

Scouts, who are out in the community
making annual cookie sales. They are
happy to share their experiences with
those who want to learn more about
the organization.

When not Scouting, Kim enjoys
making crafts, traveling and hanging out
with her family. Amanda likes camping,
family movie nights and attending
Ovilla’s Vertical Church.

The Troop leaders remind local

moms, Scouting is not just for
daughters. “There are so many girls
that are interested in Girl Scouts, but
we need more volunteers to help guide
them,” Kim said. “Leading a troop is a
great investment of your time, and you
can make such a positive impact on
the girls.”

Editor’s Note: To learn more about
participating in Girl Scouts, visit gsnetx.org.

|

Before|

Want To
Save $1000s?
Don't
Replace!
Repair &

Refinish

* FREE ESTIMATES *

February
Special

10

Any Refinishing Job

5695 ormore if booked in February

817-633-9100

We Repair & Refinish
Most Jobs in 2 Days
or Less!

By Appointment Only
2627 5. Cooper St. Ste. E12, Arlington, TX 76015

We Repair & Refinish Countertops
Tile Showers & Walls * Fiberglass Tubs & Showers

f - _—
ii:ﬁ ijnn'r Wnn‘m{‘
REFINISHING

Offer Expires 2/28/25
—

Angies list § @ www.ftworthrefinishing.com 5=

www.nowmagazines.com 10 North Ellis CoNOW February 2025



Direct Malil

Advertising

Works!

Let North Ellis CountyNOW
Magazine present your
advertising message to

over
14,500

Home & Business addresses in
the Red Oak, Ferris, Glenn Heights,
Ovilla & Oak Leaf ZIP codes

Jéremy Young

For more information,
please call your local
advertising representative.

972-937-8447

M A & A 1 I N E 8§

BULESON | CORSICANA | ENNS [ dev) ]

MANSFIELD | MIDLOTHIAN i ]

MORTH ELLIS COUNTY | SOUTHWEST R%
WAXAHACHIE | WEATHERFORD & 2
:

WA, MO AZINES. Com

FIRST |

INFRARED

WORX. | WORKOUT

24 HOUR INFRARED FITHESS STUDIO

FOR*S

Use code
JOINFORS
online

INFRARED
TECHNOLDGY
BOOSTS MENTAL
HEALTH

300 N. SHARAF RD., SUITE 104, RED 0AK, TX 75154 /eirii

469-663-5065

www.hotworx.net/studio/redoak-ovillaand35 €2 ©

Quality Nevel Gaes Quit of Style

TILE

MOHAWK

972-617-7847 | WWW.CARPETOUTLETS.NET

Woop | CARPET

I VALENTINE'S SPECIAL ¥ -

STARTING AT

$4.49sf

100% WATERPROCOF

HGIDCORE FLOORS
W/ INSTALLATEOMN

s e
eyl MR

: = Carpet Outlets of Texas Inc.
Vo 274 Ovilla Road * Red Oak * 75154
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, 5at 10-3
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For most couples with little ones, a pet is a necessity. Dogs provide hours
of playtime for children, teach responsibility and offer unconditional love and
companionship. But which dog breeds are best for children? The answer varies for
each family depending on multiple factors including yard space, allergies and the
child’s age, among other things.

Soon-to-be dog owners with large, enclosed yards could choose more energetic breeds, since the dog has plenty of
outdoor room for exercise. According to the American Kennel Club, the Labrador Retriever is friendly and active, and as
America’s most popular breed, fits well with families. The Golden Retriever is obedient and devoted to its owner. Because
of its patience, the breed does well with young children. The Beagle is also known to be great with children. The breed
enjoys companionship, and its playful demeanor will provide hours of entertainment.

Apartment renters or homeowners with limited yard space could decide to add a smaller breed to the family. Small-
to medium-sized breeds include the Bulldog, which is a patient pup, and the Bull Terrier. The Bull Terrier can be
mischievous, but was bred to be a companion dog and is good with older children. Another popular breed for families is
the Poodle. With multiple sizes available, a miniature Poodle might be an option for families living in an apartment.

Because it is hypoallergenic, the Poodle is one breed better fit for families suffering with allergies. Another breed
for allergy sufferers is the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier, which has a happy disposition and is a devoted companion.
Depending on the age of the child, parents must decide if a puppy or mature dog would be the perfect fit for the family.
Puppies need to be trained, but the dog will grow and mature along with the child. An older dog will most likely have
some training and can provide several years of companionship for an older child. As the child ages, he or she can
take on more responsibilities when caring for the pup. Younger children can help brush, feed and water the dog. Older
children can walk the dog or even bake fresh puppy treats in the kitchen.

Whether parents decide to purchase or adopt the pup, they must do their research. Most adoption or rescue agencies
know the breed or have an idea of the breeds if the animal is mixed. Whatever the case, families should look for
a calm and friendly temperament, how the breed might interact with other pets, research possible health problems
and determine if the dog will incur grooming expenses. Although adding a furry family member to the pack is a big
responsibility, the memories made with children and adults alike are unforgettable.



If you are an adult who is
afraid of going to the
dentist, or even just a little
extra anxious, Dr. Allala
may be just what you are
looking for. Many adults
may have some pretty
serious anxiety about
going to the dentist.
They'd rather be in pain.
We provide a place to
take care of these
precious people. Serenity
Advanced Dentistry
provides a safe space to
help anxious individuals
receive the treatment they
need, improving lives. For
those without good
insurance, we offer
membership plans and
significant discounts on
implants and dentures.

Say goodbye to missing or failing teeth with fixed dentures!
A permanent, natural-looking smile in just one day.

Schedule with our dental professionals for a FREE consultation, including
x-rays, to determine if you qualify for this life-changing procedure.

DR. ALLALA WILL HELP YOU

GET YOUR SMILE BACK. W\_ .
Financing
Available Advanced

Dentistry

‘. (972) 634-1434 ﬂ TheSerenityDentist.com
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— By Angel Morris

Handmade Valentine cards for a classroom
giveaway not only save money, but they are a
great way to tap into your child’s creativity and
occupy them for an afternoon. If getting started
is a challenge, however, it can help to offer a
few prompts for kids to copy or build upon.

Your first step, however, is to round up
construction paper, markers, crayons and any
other craft supplies that may come in handy.
If your child wants to put their cards in an
envelope, keep the size of the envelopes
you have on hand in mind when cutting
construction paper for cards. The less your
child has to step away to find necessary
supplies, the smoother the card crafting will go!
If kids have a hard time getting started on
their own, it can help to create a few sample
cards for them to follow. You might ask them
to think of their favorite movie character, a
game they enjoy playing or even popular
slang among their classmates. These are great
jumping off points for messages to include on
valentines. If all else fails, here are a few simple
themes to consider:

Tic-Tac-To My Heart. After cutting paper
to the size that will fit your envelopes when
folded in half, have children write the words
“You Won ...” atop the front of the card.

In the remaining space of the card, draw a
tic-tac-toe board (also known by kids today
as a hashtag symbol). Cut out three red hearts
and glue those in boxes diagonally down the
board. Fill in some of the remaining squares
with X marks. On the bottom of the card front,
the words “My Heart” complete the message.
Children can write “Happy Valentine’s Day!”
inside, or just sign their name.

Puzzle Perfect. Have children draw two
connected puzzle pieces. Draw one half



of a heart within one puzzle piece,
completing the rest of the heart on the
other piece, so that one full heart is
seen across the two pieces. Draw the
pieces large enough so that they will
cover a good portion of the front of the
card when cut in two. Color the heart,
then thickly outline the puzzle pieces
in black. Cut apart the two puzzle
pieces, gluing one piece in the center
of the card front, and the other on the
inside of the card. Children can write a
variety of messages related to puzzles
on the card, such as (outside) “Our
Friendship,” (inside) “Is a Perfect Fit!” Or
(outside) “Like a Puzzle Piece,” (inside)
“You Complete Our Class!”

Lucky in Love. Help children cut
out four small hearts from green
construction paper, then glue them
atop the card front in the shape of a
four-leaf clover, drawing a stem to the
ground. Write something like, “I'm SO
Lucky ...” atop the card. Inside, cut
out a single red heart, also drawing a
stem from it to the ground. The inside
message can be any variation of why
your child feels lucky: “You're My
Friend,” “You’re My Classmate” or, even,
“You're My Valentine.”

Remember, you can always go with
a smiley face heart on the front and
“Happy Valentine’s Day!” inside. Simple
is heartfelt, too!

RED OAK RCSIDENTS MILITARY PERSONMEL
Recoive and/for VETERANS, got

$50 OFF 10% OFF
with promo code: =L L — I A Yl it promo code

WASTE SERVYVYICES OUNTRYMEN
IN BUSIMESS SINCE 2020

ISAALC: 97 2-F30-709
WWW MTXDUMPSTARS.COM
MARISOL: 469-543-5784

Dumpsters [or clean-ups, preservation,
eviclions, demos and recycling.
OHNLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE.

Durmpsters sizes: 15, 30 & 40 yards

GREG WILSON JONATHAN BEGGS MATT REILLY EDDIE SAMCHEZ

Thankful for
the support
and trust from

our community.
L ——

CHECK OUT WHAT
OUR COMMUNITY
HAS TO SAY!

FACEBOOK.COM/
JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL

JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

Hes

Memorial
‘E'l':.1|,l':|"| 811 5. COCKRELL HILL ROAD

DUNCANVILLE, TX 75137

(a72) 208-2334
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Around Town

The Ovilla Service League donates to
the Ovilla Police Department Toy Drive.

Zoomed In:
Jaksyn Brown

Competing among 120 preteens from across the country, Red Oak seventh-
grader Jaksyn Brown was recently named the 2024-2025 National All-American
Miss Preteen. “Winning the title is such an incredible honor,” Jaksyn shared. “I'm
excited to represent our nation for the next year and continue advocating for self-
love and authenticity.”

Having competed for the title multiple times, Jaksyn’s is a story of perseverance.
“I hope my resilience is an example to any person who wants to achieve a goal,”
she noted.

Jaksyn is a published author and motivational speaker. Her movement,
Celebrate Your Crown, promotes confidence for girls with textured hair. She is also
a member of the City of Red Oak Teen Advisory Board and a student government
participant at St. Philip’s School and Community Center. “My mission is to . N ]
empower young people, to celebrate their ‘crowns,” she said, “and be proud of Paramed:c Speaqltst Alejandro .
who they are.” Rodriguez and Firefighter Paramedic

John Chapman attend the opening of
Glenn Height's new All Abilities Park.

By Angel Morris

ol B i | e

Boy Scout Troop 247 Troop 652 and

Girl Scout Troop 338 uses a portion of cookie sale proceeds to
purchase clothing, necessities and toys for local children in need.

at the First United Methodist Church Red Oak pop-
up food pantry.

www.nowmagazines.com 16 North Ellis Co.NOW February 2025



Consuelo Primero, owner of Hugo’s
Mexican Grill & Cantina, and Jeremy
Young, from North Ellis Co.NOW and

a board member of the Red Oak Area
Chamber of Commerce, attended Hugo’s
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The Cuellar family celebrates Life
School Red Oak’s four-day school
week and record re-enrollment.

Red Oak High School alumni
cheerleader Elysia Parras supports her
sister, Abby Maum, a current cheerleader
who is graduating this month.

- Commercial
Office Space
| FOR LEASE IN

DOWNTOWN
CORSICANA

Multiple locations
on Beaton

CAMPUZANO

meaxican food

-

A

L

Visit our Waxahachie
and Cedar Hill locations
- Dallas (Oak Lawn) -

CampuzanoMexicanFood.com

I\

Halentllne
Sweatshirt

525

Jewel

206 5. Hwy. 342 Ste. B« Red Oak
972.576.5800-9-5 T-F- 10-2 Sat

Great Theatre
Since 1988!

&Lﬁidﬁf’n

Jahn Pakrick
Shariley
dirécted by
Heather Winkeiman
February
5-9 & 13-15
T introverted
mistits, meighbors
for e, decios s
naver oo lale o
fake 2 second
cimance onlove

1Tﬂr

meeuasdl . 105 5, Maln St
- ey J Dusncarilie

7 G .
[ 972.780.5707
www.dctheatre.org
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CookingNOW

[N THE KTTCHEN WITH
JANE MCCASLAND

— By Angel Morris

Oak Leaf resident Jane McCasland doesn’t remember a time when
she wasn’t in the kitchen with her parents. “Then, watching my chef
father teach my own children how to make pot roast in an old-
fashioned, cast-iron Dutch oven became a favorite cooking memory of
mine as an adult,” Jane noted.

Her favorite thing to bake is pound cake. “Because it is economical,

simple to make and tastes so good,” she said.

Knitting, reading and cooking classes are Jane’s favorite ways to
spend her time. “I also serve on the Midlothian Civic Center Board and
Ellis County Children’s Advocacy Board,” she continued, “and | am
Charter Organization Representative for the Midlothian units of Boy
Scouts of America.” Now

Million Dollar Pound Cake

1 Ib. butter

3 cups sugar

6 eggs

4 cups flour

3/4 cup milk

I tsp. vanilla

1/2 tsp. almond extract

L. Preheat the oven to 300 E Grease and
flour a tube pan. Cream the butter and
sugar until light and fluffy.

2. Add the eggs, one at a time. Add the
flour, alternating with the milk, beginning
and ending with the flour.

3. Add the vanilla and almond extract.
4. Bake for I hour and 40 minutes, or
until a toothpick inserted in the center
comes out clean.

Fried Mozzarella Egg Rolls

Oil, for frying

12 egg roll wrappers

60 pieces pepperoni

12 pieces mozzarella cheese (String
cheese works best.)

Pizza sauce, for dipping

I. Heat the oil to 375

2. On top of | egg roll wrapper, place 5
pieces of pepperoni in a row. Place one
piece of cheese on top.

3. Fold the corners in and over the cheese.
Moisten with water to seal. Roll tightly.

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 with the remaining
wrappers. Fry each wrapper for 1 minute on
each side. Drain on paper towels. Serve with
pizza sauce.

Cane River Dessert

1 cup flour

1 stick butter, melted

I cup pecans, finely chopped

4 cups whipped topping (divided use)
(I prefer Cool Whip.)

1 cup powdered sugar

I 8-0z. pkg. cream cheese

1 3.9-0z. pkg. chocolate pudding mix

1 3.9-0z. pkg. vanilla pudding mix

3 cups milk (divided use)

1 HERSHEY’S cocoa bar

L. Preheat the oven to 350 E Mix the flour,
butter and pecans. Spread the mixture in a
13x9-inch pan. Bake for 20 minutes; let cool.
2. Mix 2 cups of the whipped topping,
powdered sugar and the cream cheese.
Spread over the cooled crust.

3. Mix the puddings separately with |

1/2 cups of milk for each. Let it stand to
thicken for a few minutes. Pour and spread
the chocolate first, then the vanilla, over the
cream cheese layer.
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4. Refrigerate. Before serving, top with the
remaining whipped topping and chocolate
shavings from the HERSHEY’S cocoa bar.

Cookies & Cream Fluff

Best served very cold.

2 cups milk

I 3.4-0z. box instant vanilla pudding

I 8-0z. container whipped topping
(divided use) (I prefer Cool Whip.)

15 Oreo cookies, or more to your taste,
crushed

1. Stir the milk into the pudding for 2
minutes. Gently fold in half of the container
of whipped topping.

2. Stirin the Oreo cookies. Chill until ready
to serve.

3. When ready to serve, top with the
remaining whipped topping and more
crushed Oreos, as desired.

Sesame Beef

4 Tbsp. soy sauce

4 Tbsp. white sugar

4 Tbsp. oil

2 cloves garlic, minced

2 green onions, chopped

I Ib. thin round steak, cut into strips
2 Tbsp. sesame seeds

Broccoli, to taste (optional)

1. Mix the soy sauce, sugar, oil, garlic and
onions in a large bag. Add the steak strips
to the bag.

2. Cover, refrigerate for a minimum of 30
minutes, preferably overnight.

3. Cook in a wok or frying pan until brown,
about 5 minutes. Add the sesame seeds;
cook an additional 5 minutes.

4. Variation: Make this beef with broccoli by
stir frying some broccoli before cooking the
beef. Add the broccoli and heat it through
when close to done.

To seurth for more

gredt recipes
from any of the
9 NOW Magazines

publications, visit
www.nowmagazines.com.

* Professional Installation * LIFETIME Warranty

* Headight Hestorabon Against Leaks and Delech
* T windhields for the price ol one” = Waorks with ALL

» ADAS Calibwation Insurance Companies

= Same Day Service & Mabile Services Available

1-Year Warranty, FREE” windshield breakage

replacement & rock chip repair!

469.768.8200 WWW.GLASSDOCTOR.COM/WAXAHACHIE-ALTO

é )
@MCGRAW S

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

$ First-time Service
Call & Repair
[OFFER EXPIRES 2528/25

COUPON VALID ONLY WHEN PRESENTED TO TECHNICIAN AT TIME OF APPOINTMENT

. .-.:'-' \'.i' . 1
lnund 11mn ﬂnp Tubing Sjslnm" In*lallahnn

972-438-4196

www.McGrawslrrigation.com
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2/8

Dancing With the
Ellis County Stars:
Local “celebrities” dance for your
entertainment and the benefit
of Texas Baptist Home for
Children. 6:00-9:00 p.m., Grand
Ballroom, Waxahachie Civic
Center, 2000 Civic Center Ln.,
Waxahachie. Purchase tickets
and vote at https://tbhc.org.

2/19

Heart Smart Conference:
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Service speakers address
keeping Ellis County residents’
hearts healthy. 8:30 a.m.-
4:00 p.m., with discussions
beginning at 9:00, 10:00
and 11:00 a.m., followed by

a health fair at 1:00 p.m,,
Waxahachie Senior Center,
122 Park Hills Dr, Waxahachie.

2/21

Purse Bingo:
Compete for designer purses,
enjoy great company and
support a meaningful cause.
Proceeds provide life-changing
mentorship to struggling
high school students. Snacks
provided. Ages 21 and older.
6:00-9:00 p.m., Waxahachie
Civic Center, 2000 Civic
Center Ln., Waxahachie.

2/22

Touch-A-Truck:
This event allows children of
all ages to explore and learn
about first responder vehicles,

Sormse evEntS may Rwe been cancalfed or reschisdyled whils we were 1 press.
heck with mdividual onganizations or yoar city or Chamber websites to verity dates and times

construction equipment and
city service vehicles up-close

and in action. 9:30-11:00 a.m,,

Red Oak Municipal Center,
200 Lakeview Pkwy. Call
(469) 218-1270 or email
schovanetz@redoaktx.org

to learn more.

First Mondays

Ellis County
Art Association:
Open to all. Refreshments:
6:00 p.m.; announcements
and business: 6:30 p.m.; art
demonstration: 6:45 p.m., First
Baptist Church, 450 Hwy. 287
Bypass, Waxahachie.

Tuesdays and
Thursdays

RUARY

Walking Club:

For all fitness levels. Track
your progress. Enjoy healthy
competition. See who can walk
the farthest. Free. 8:00-10:00
a.m., Glenn Heights Community
Center indoor track, 1938-D S.
Hampton Rd., Glenn Heights.
Email GHCC@GlennHeightstx.
gov or call (972) 223-1690,
ext. 425, to learn more.

Free Tutoring:
Available for grades K- 12.
Snacks provided. 4:30-6:30
p.m., First United Methodist
Church, 600 Daubitz Dr.

Submissions are welcome and
published as space allows. Send
your current event details to
angel. morris@nowmagazines.com.

-

BUSINESS SERVICES

Ji-

TAX SEASON
MADE SIMPLE.

AT HAVINS BUSINESS SERVICES. WE MAKE TAX

/ SEASON SIMPLE-50 YOU CAN FOCUS ON YOUR

- GOALS. WHETHER YOU'RE RUNNING A BUSINESS
- OR FILING INDIVIDUALLY.

WE CAN HELP WITH:
@ BUSINESS TAX FILING & PLANNING
E INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARATION
@. BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL SERVICES
M CUSTOM FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS TAILORED TO YOU

WE'RE NOT JUST ABOUT CRUNCHING NUMBERS.
WE'RE ABOUT HELPING YOU BUILD YOUR LEGACY -
BECAUSE YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS.

| CALL 817-769-4052
OR VISIT WWWHAVINSCONSULTING.COM
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HEPHERD

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS

David Espinoza of Shepherd Roofing and Renovations wants to see yvour
roof done right. “We offer roofing services for both residential and commercial
customers. We can do evervthing from small roof tune-ups to full replacements.
We do asphalt shingle roofs, tile, slate, standing seam metal roofs, synthetic wood
shake. TPO. You don't see many tar and gravel roofs anymore, so we don't do
those, and real wood shake isn't even legal in Texas anymore,” David informed.

“Our roof tune-ups are 5199 with the coupon in the magazine. But pricing is
on a case-by-case basis. S0 contact us for a free quote. We do free inspections.
We use drones to see your whole roof We even have a thermal imaging drone,
o show where you have heal loss. We use the maost up-te-date inspection
equipment. We like to use advanced technology to provide the best answers to
our clients.”

Renovations are the other part of what they do. “We do a lot of storm
restoration. We also renovate after plumbing breaks and fires. We are the prefered
renovation company for several insurance companies when vou have flood
damage. We replace flooring, baseboards and cabinets. We do drywall, painting
We also install, replace and clean gutters and install leaf guards. We also do repair
and replacement for wood and fiber cement siding, also called Hardie board"

David Is proud of his team's vears of experience in the industry. “Together, we

hireshepherd.com | (972) 244-3705

hello@ssrteam.com | Facebook: Shepherd Roofing Renovations

2626 Cole Ave., Ste. 300 B, Dallas, TX 75204

Paid Advertisement

have more than 100 years of experience.
My dad and my uncles were all roofers.
| worked summers with my dad since

| was a teenager, but | got into this full
time in 2002, | think we have some of
the best communication in the business.
We emall vou our estimate, 50 you have
it to look at. We text yvou, to let you
know when we're on our way o vour
hause or business. We send you pictures
and videos of the job In progress, so
vou know what's happening, and so
there's evidence of the work that's

being done. We have one of the best
workmanship guarantees out there.
Most companies guarantee their work
for three to five vears. We guarantee

for 10 vears. We have a lot of quality
contral and check on our crews to be
sure the work is done right. When we
speak to you, we aren't giving you a
cales piteh. We have a conversation
about vour reofing issues. We don't
up-sell. We make recommendations,
but then it's up to vou, My philosophy
ks to treat our customers Hke as if it was
my grandmaother’s wof. We find and
diagnose ssues and share what we
know from our experience. We give vou
options, and let vou make the decisions”

“Together, we have more
than 100 years of experience.
My dad and my uncles

were all roofers. | worked
summers with my dad since |
was a teenager, but | got into
this full time in 2012."

Drvid looks at his business
differenthy. “We'te a small business with
Chistian values, | set oul to always do
the right thing | have given lree ools (o
people in real need, like an elderdy lady
whao had holes in her rool She didn’t
have the money to fix it so she just
wanled us to buap it | decided to e-roof
hier house for free. We'ne a business,
andd we're aboul making money; but
wi're alsa here to help, D want o help
my family, but also the community”
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Countertops

TIME TO
UPDATE

YOUR KITCHEN?

4 COME SEE OUR
U IN-STOCK
'QUARTZ SELECTIONS!
OPENTO THE PUBLIC:

MON-FRI: 8AM - 5PM
. OPEN SATURDAYS 10-2

Granile, marble & quartz fabricator for kilchen

daltile & bathroom countertops.
O N E Extensive color selection combines beauty,
QUARTZ SURFACES' function & elegance for any bathroom or kitchen!
American _ m <
Made « FREE Estimates « Competitive Pricing
= Up to 15-year Warranly on Some Products

2460 Hwy. 287 N. - Mansfield

(Narthbound service read - batween Callendar Rd. & Turner-Warnall)

For more info call 817.477.8663
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