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Home loans just became

even more affordable. G u I ld

Conventional, FHA, VA & USDA financing options m O r t g a g e

Up to 100% financing available
Credit scores as low as 600 ContaCt us

Manufactured homes eligible today for your FREE
First-time homebuyer programs CO N SU LT ATIO N |

Down payment assistance programs

Laura Mitchell J. R. Rudd

Loan Officer | NMLS #864780 Loan Officer | NMLS #1674336

100 Plaza Dr., #500, Red Oak, TX 75154 100 Plaza Dr., #500, Red Oak, TX 75154
M: 972.743.9520 M: 214.454.8167

Apply Online < Apply Online

www.lauraloan.com www.ruddteam.com

Guild Mortgage Company is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).
All loans subject to underwriter approval; terms and conditions may apply. Subject to change without notice. (17-96535)

Inpressions Salon Ete.

$20 OFF $5 OFF

Any Product
CUNtwﬁenEn?'or or Service

NOW OFFERING NEW SPA TREATMENTS:
* Body Scrubs * Hot Stone Massages

Now hiring exceptional, experienced stylists

202 Suite B, N. I-35 » Northbound Service Rd. between Ovilla & Red Oak Rds.
Red Oak ¢« 972-617-6300 » Open at 8 a.m., Tue. Thru Sat.
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Dr. Maese!
* Full Family Medicine
. Me:'s aII:'ud V\/):n":en's Health %Mﬁwmﬁﬂ%/

* Diabetes Management * Hypertension & Cholesterol * Asthma ¢ Allergy Testing * Medical Weight Loss Ok,70
* Wellness Exam * Hormone Therapy ¢ Heart Disease * Stroke ¢ Labs ¢ Imaging * And More! B ™

269 E. Ovilla Rd., Ste. 100, Red Oak, TX 75154 | 469-719-3690 | 1sthealthclinic.com =

Don't let the high costs of health insurance prevent
you from getting the care you deserve.
s Our members enjoy:
ng e » World class quality care « Significant savings * Predictable healthcare bills » Discounted labs and imaging

Our providers specialize in:
* Infernal Medicine » Cardiclogy * Women and Men’s Health * Weight Loss Management
* Hormone Therapy * Non-surgical Aesthetics ¢ And More!

No Insurance? High Deductibles?2 No Problem ~EEICE Coming Soon!
Angel Plan offers protection from high deductibles, Vicire Angel Aesthetics
insurance denials and surprise bills ... (10% Discoun with: Mssbership)
. for less than a dollar a day! * Botox  * Fillers
g' E._ plt ‘ * Dysport ° Facials
= Comprehensive Healthcare Membership | Call Today! 469-949-3499 | theangelplan.com

Time to

UPGRADE your
SPRINKLER
SYSTEM!

* Foundation watering systems - preserve your foundation’s integrity!

PROTECT THE
THINGS YOU
CHERISH THE MOST

m Productsand services to meet all your insurance needs
= Calltoseeifyou can save

ARC IRRIGATION

|
. Marianne Whitley

‘ Your Local Agent

agms s & . 117 WOVILLARD
* Smart WiFi irrigation controllers - conserve water / save money! GLENN HEIGHTS, TX 75154
« Smart Irrigation Technology - upgrade your sprinkler system it
to save money using today’s technology!
(Smart WiFi controllers & Flow Meters are just two examples.) ’—'L
* Maintaining an efficient irrigation system is the key to having a
well manicured lawn, conserving water, and saving money! Call 972.223.9992 today!
. g ﬂ.fLI0012920 . For Home, Auto, Life and Business.
* Backflow assembly testing, maintenance, repair and replacement.

License #BP0019018

FARMERS
- ARC IRRIGATION £

INSURANCE
Licensed & Insured e Antonio “Tony” Cruz
H H H Ras! . D vary. [ . Sea
www.arcirrigation.net T e D S s

Exchange and other affiliated Insurance companies. Visit farmers.com
— — . — — for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to
provide insurance in all states. Coverage Is not avallable in all states.
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PHENOMENAL
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Tomas Haggard's journey
showcases his trust in God
day by day.

REMEMBERING
BUFFALO
SOLDIERS

The first African-American
Army regiments are still
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color and style to your
special day.
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EDITOR’'S NOTE

It’s time. ..

As the clock ticks, life constantly changes around us. During spring, while basking in the
glories of nature, | catch myself envying caterpillars, as they hide away in their cocoons,
free from the demands of time. Sometimes, the appreciation overwhelms me, as | stare for
a moment and join them in their solitude before they fly away as butterflies.

Like those sweet butterflies, it's now time for me to leave. Once a young college
student pursuing my English degree, | have transformed into a magazine editor — my
dream job. But the time has come to take on new challenges, as Ty and | begin a new
life in Tennessee.

Life is a collection of experiences — experiences | had the privilege of sharing with you.
| got to learn how to plant flowers and paint pictures with you. | got to know the woman
next door helping her neighbors put food on their tables. I laughed at the jokes you
played at the office and cried when you expressed the hardships you faced yet overcame.

It's been a brilliant adventure, full of excitement, sentiments and a few more friends with
whom to share some much-needed laughter. | will forever be grateful for everything I've
learned while being your editor.

: | don’t shed tears because | am leaving. | smile because | was here. | will always cherish
Rachel Rich ) . :

: . each story that makes Ellis County the most amazing place to be. All of you are a vital
North Ellis Co.NOW Editor part of the communal puzzle — and every one of your stories matters. Thank you for
rachel.rich@nowmagazines.com sharing them with me. For old times’ sake ...
(903) 603-8154
... Stay awesome, North Ellis County!

LOVE

is in the Air!

At Arabella of Red Oak, your family is our family
too. That’s why we provide your loved one 24/7
personalized care that not only keeps them
healthy but also happy and socially engaged:
Chef-prepared nutritious dining, daily fitness
programs, and fun, entertaining activities are just
a few of the ways we make them feel right at home.

ABELLA

OF RED OAK

NOW OPEN!
, AFall In Love with our Arabella Family Today

v 469-436-5315
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We are providing curbside service
to keep you and our staff safe.
But we continue to treat your pets with love!

972-617-9996

3357 Ovilla Road in Ovilla
www.QvillaVet.com
7am-6:30pm Monday-Friday

Celebrating 11 Years of Business!

2N,

FrReEEDOM HEATING & AIR
Service » Maintenance « Residential « Light Commercial

ZERO-CONTACT SERVICE CALLS TO PROTECT YOUR HOME

“Consider the following for
your Heating & Cooling System

1. Pro?essionam” Duclt Clegﬁng
2. Winter Maintéhance TunéUp

3. UV Lights fof Your HVAC Unit

4. MERV-13 or'Higher Air Filteri

Our trained, insured & licensed
Heating & Cooling Technicians can help!

C AL

214-347-8797) FREEDOMCOOLING.COM

S TACLA 29453C r

REGENCY HEALING
MEDICAL CLINIC

& Medical Weight Loss Center

Healing And Preserving Our Community

CONCIERGE CLINIC

NOW AVAILABLE
IN RED 0AK, TX!

We offer cash based primary
care services for ages 6 and up.
You can either pay for visits at
the time of service OR
you can Sign up for one of
our Clinic Individual or
Family Service Plans.

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS!
Our Services include: ‘;\

* Physical / Wellness Exams

* Sick Visits * Well Woman

* Chronic Disease Care ’”‘r!
* Medical Weight Loss

* Allergy Testing and Treatment

We are NO LONGER accepting NEW
insurance patients at this location.

NEW to Red Oak Clinic

UltraSlim Device
FOR IMMEDIATE FAT LOSS!

Lose up to 1.6 Liters of Fat
IN ONLY 1 TREATMENT!

Yo

Medical \\
Weight Loss :

Please call us
for pricing.

Christie Egbuchunam, MD, MPH
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Red Oak

205 S. Main St., Ste. 1009

prone (817) 453-2323
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PHENOMENAL
FAITH

With a servant’s heart, lomas Haggard lives in
an extraordinary way. He is not shy to hardship,
but despite his struggles, his faith and prayer have
kept him moving forward. His life certainly didn’t
turn out as planned, but with his many sacrifices
came a journey he will not soon forget.

Tomas could spend hours telling stories of his blessings and
how he has overcome his obstacles. “Over the years, | have learned
to rely on God for basic needs,” he explained. From simple printer
and computer needs to insulin supplies, he continually learns how
to stretch his faith and be grateful for everything he has.

Although he is devoted to loving everyone and helping them
when and where he can, his journey didn’t begin there. “I went
through a time when | was doing my own thing, | was writing for
a motorcycle magazine. Motorcyclists wanted all their stuff in the
papers, so | got invited to exclusive parties and clubs. They loved
me, and it was so cool,” he said. Tomas still loves motorcycles. “I
would love to be part of a motorcycle ministry someday,” he added.

During his days of “doing his own thing,” Tomas also became
familiar with the ways of a shaman. “Underneath my studio
apartment was a magic store. There was a guy who did card
readings. He showed me how to become a rune reader. | could see
shapes in the runes, and eventually everywhere else, t0o.”

Then, his life took an unexpected turn. “One day, | was working
at a catalogue place, and | befriended a girl sitting next to me. |
needed a ride home one Saturday after work.” She invited him to
church. “I was reluctant, but | accepted. | was the dude that showed
up with long hair, earrings, a medicine bag around my neck, tie-
dye shirt, jeans and sandals — to church!” he laughed. That day
changed his life. He found himself up at the front getting prayed
for. “The speaker told me God was proud of me, and that He was
going to take all the things I'd been through and done and use it to
reach people nobody else could reach.”

He decided to go all in with his love for people and his faith.
Facing challenges like living in his car at one time or going up to
strangers, as an introvert, to love on them and pray for them, Tomas
has learned to live day by day relying on God to provide. Today, he
sets up his little white tent, turns on his camera and preaches about




“| get to love others
in a deeper way
because of the love
I've received.”




T S1000FF
~ TEETH WHITENING

(Restrictions apply. Call for details)

FREE CONSULTATION FOR
INVISALIGN,

: .. GOSMETIC DENTISTRY

A : OR 2ND OPINION

THE TOOTH IS
[ love you

Family and Emergency
Dental Care

Accepting New Patients
of all ages!

972.775.2377

www.sheibleyfamilydentistry.com

) 103 S. 7th St.
Midlothian

WE’RE OPEN
T0 HELP!

Call us for a consultation at one of our two convenient locations.

Dr. Eddy Buhr

~ OUR FULL-SERVICE FAMILY CLINICS OFFER:

» Chiropractic » Sports Medicine
 Soft Tissue Therapy * Auto Accident After Care

* Rehab * Most Insurances Accepted
RediOak
CHIROPRACTIC WAXAHACHIE

CHIROPRACT [ € =

307 E. Ovilla Rd., Ste. 100
Red Oak, TX

1795 N Hwy. 77, Ste. 104
Waxahachie, TX

972-937-3100

www.WaxChiro.com

972-576-5501

www.RedOakChiro.com

God’s love and acceptance each Saturday
morning on Facebook through his page,
Tomas Haggard Prayer Ministries. “No
one is coming to the service right now
— COVID-19 doesn’t help that — but
anyone is welcome to join me,” he said.
“l always have open seats!”

Now living in Red Oak, Tomas takes
the opportunity when he can to go
around Red Oak and hand out his “love
letter from God,” consisting of scripture
verses like John 4:8, John 3:16 and |
John 4:19. “I like John,” he laughed. “If
you take out the references and read it
as one piece, it is a love letter from God
to us. I also have a Spanish version |
hand out, as well.”

Although he accepts all who befriend
him, Tomas feels a special connection
with the Hispanic community. “l haven’t
learned Spanish yet, but | am getting
there. | plan to read the Bible all the
way through in Spanish. | also want to
change my name to Tomas. My legal
name is Thomas, but the Hispanic
community is where | believe | should
be right now, and they all call me
Tomas,” he said with a smile.

Through his passion for helping others,
he has come a long way in learning about
himself. “There have been times when |
had to rely on God’s provision to get me
to other areas to do ministry.”

One of his biggest scares came one
hot Texas day when he walked into
town. “l didn’t realize it at the time, but |
was going into insulin shock after | made
it back home,” he said. “l remember
laying down in my bed in the afternoon.
The next thing | knew, it was evening,
and a storm blew in and destroyed

Www.nowmagazines.com 8 North Ellis CoNOW February 2021



my tent. | had too much insulin and

not enough sugars in my body, so |
recovered after eating and drinking
something. | realized that God pulled me
out of shock and kept me from going
into a coma and dying that day.” He
knew then that he still had a purpose.

Tomas offers more than his prayers
and encouragement to others. When
he can, he likes to help in other ways.
“Once, | was at a gas station, and this
homeless man was asking for money. |
had been homeless before, begging for
money like him. | am thankful to have
a roof over my head now,” he said with
tears in his eyes. “l went up to him and
said, ‘l don’t have much, but I'll give you
what | do have.” | handed him S5. I'll
never forget the look on his face. That
was the best S5 | ever gave.”

Striving to be the best minister he can
be and help everyone have a brighter
day, he attempts to have faith that
everything will be alright. “l get to love
others in a deeper way because of the
love I've received,” he said. Equipped to
handle his darkest moments, he now
has the strength to persevere and an
infectious love that spreads to everyone
who crosses his path.

~‘k/'r7/;j; £ Grooning | %’:ai
* oo P25T60TTT » S
- 600 Methodist, Ste. 2130, Red Oak ‘

(Behind Sonic & Across from FlrelPolloo Station)

FREE

Extra Service ($5 Value)

*3 OFF

Any Full Groom Service
Includes: Shampoo, Haircut, Ear Cleaning,
Toe Nail Trim $5 Value

Your Choice of One of the Following:
Specialty Shampoos Including Flea Bath,
Nail File, Paw Treatment, Facial Scrub
Not Valid With Any Other Offer.

One Coupon Per Visit. Expires 2/28/21

SERVING RED OAK FOR OVER 10 YEARS

NORTH TEXAS’ LEADING SPRINKLER REPAIR SERVICE
. )
5 MCGRAW'S

© IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

$50 OF SerVIce Call &

First-time Repair
COUPON VALID ONLY WHEN PRESENTED TO TECHNICIAN AT TIME OF APPOINTMENT

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.
One Coupon Per Visit. Expires 2/28/21

OFFER EXPIRES 2/28/21

HAPPY

VRLENTINE'S

972 438 4196

www.McGrawslIrrigation.com
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REMEMBERING

BUFFALO
SOLDIERS

— By Angel Morris

While the first regular Army regiments made of African-American soldiers are officially
celebrated on July 28 with “Buffalo Soldiers Day,” it is fitting to recognize them during Black
History Month, as well. The U.S. Army’s first peace-time, all-Black regiments were established
by Congress in July 1866, honoring the significant contribution of some 200,000 Black
volunteers to a Union victory in the Civil War.



About a year-and-a-half after the
war, six peace-time regiments for Black
enlisted men were created: “The 9th
and 10th Cavalry and the 38th, 39th,
40th and 41 st Infantry regiments
(consolidated in 1869 into two infantry
regiments, the 24th and 25th),” as
documented by blackpast.org.

“Soldiers of these regiments between
the Civil War and World War | have
come to be called ‘Buffalo Soldiers,” the
site notes. It outlines that while most
of the regiments’ officers were white,
they were also led by five Black men,
including Henry Flipper, who was not
only the first Black West Point graduate,
but also the first African-American
commissioned officer of the Buffalo
Soldiers. He went on to earn a 2nd
Lieutenant Army commission.

In 1999, Henry was posthumously
pardoned by President Bill Clinton for
an “unduly harsh and unjust court
martial and dismissal from the Army,”
according to the National Veterans
Memorial and Museum.

Buffalo Soldiers helped win dozens
of battles against Native Americans, and
served in Cuba with Teddy Roosevelt
and the Rough Riders. Buffalo Soldiers
protected National Parks, served as park

HELPING YOU
REACH YOUR

SPRING

2'° 8-Weeks

MAR 22 - MAY 11
Register by Mar 19

MAY-MINI

MAY 17 - JUNE 3
Register by May 12

SCHEDULE.NAVARROCOLLEGE.EDU

N | Eo1tEdE _EXAS]

Navarro College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, natlonal origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activitles.

Flowers & Gifts
for Your

Flowers, Gifts, & Events Valentine!

Mention Ad for FREE Local Delivery

Cassie Fulton, Owner e 972-617-7/2587

g 276 E OvilaRd, Red Oak, TX 75154
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REATRYOUR™WALENTINE ¢
TO'THE VE_EQ( BEST e

CRHARRY
N i 520 PURCHASE

C'&“PUZ TO‘ Expires 2/28/21

= We Truly

Thank You
For Your

Patronage

Midlothian - Waxahachie (Reopening Soon)
Cedar Hill - Dallas (Oak Lawn)

mexican food

CampuzanoMexicanFood.com

CHECK OUT DU

ptdle Koeipes

NEW!

www.nowmagazines.com
Searchable Recipes
from the NOW Magazines Archives.

TRY IT TODAY!

Move.in speciq

10x10

Drive-up units

- $19.95

* admin fees

&

With a CleanediCS
(:? Out Garage

Reasons that you'll Love Us
¢ Truck Rentals * Moving Supplies ¢ Security Gates

* Free Work Room Use ¢ On-site Managers

The Best Storage Units in Town!
ACCESS: >

SELF STORAGE

AND TRUCK RENTAL
PREMIER STORAGE FACILITIES

New State-of-the-Art Self-Storage

Red Oak
972-515-8600

561 E. Ovilla Rd. & TX 342

Midlothian « 469-283-0929
1630 N. Hwy. 67

DeSoto « 469-283-0123
SE Corner Hampton Rd.
& Danieldale

Best Value in Ellis County, Compare Our Rates!! ...
www.accessstoragedallas.com >

Lancaster « 972-224-4545
1040 Cedar Valley Dr.

Oak CIliff » 214-372-3880
3427 Marvin D. Love Frwy.

rangers, guarded roads, settlements and
stage coach stations, among numerous
other efforts.

History.com reports that “about 20
percent of U.S. troops participating in
the Indian Wars were Buffalo Soldiers,”
battling in at least 177 conflicts. Buffalo
Soldiers also went on to defend the U.S
border with Mexico during World War 1.
Between the Civil War and World War
I, records suggest 23 Buffalo Soldiers
received the Medal of Honor.

In the last decades of the 19th
century, the Buffalo Soldiers regiments
formed a special kinship with the state
of Texas, where Fort Davis became
their Regimental Headquarters. The
9th Calvary was first to occupy the fort,
which was abandoned by the Union
during the Civil War.

Soldiers spent the summer of 1867
constructing a new fort and protecting
travelers. Joined by three Buffalo Soldier
units over the next eight years, the men
proved invaluable in many ways, not the
least of which was “constructing over
91 miles of telegraph line west from Fort
Davis,” blackpast.org notes.

“They arrived at the post in 1867
when western Texas was still very
open to attack by raiding Apaches and
Comanches. When the 10th Cavalry left
in 1885, peace largely prevailed,” the
site explains.

While trained for overseas combat
during World War I, Buffalo Soldiers were
deactivated in 1944, and in 1948, racial
segregation in the military was eliminated
by executive order of President Harry S.
Truman. According to history.com, the
Buffalo Soldiers proved their worth with
“the lowest military desertion and court-
martial rates of their time.”

Those numbers speak to the lore
by which these Black men garnered
the name Buffalo Soldiers, with some
suggesting they were so dubbed by
Native American tribes who held the
buffalo in high regard. According to

Wwww.nowmagazines.com 12 North Ellis Co.NOW February 2021



history.com, another theory is that the
soldiers bore resemblance to buffalo
with their dark skin and curly hair.
Whatever the origin of the name, it led
to the 10th Cavalry adopting the buffalo
upon its crest in 1911.

Today, the Buffalo Soldiers National
Museum in Houston is “dedicated to
exploring and displaying the stories and
contributions of African-Americans in
the military by way of performing and
visual arts, educational programming
and exhibitions.”

Fort Dayis
National Historic Site

> 5. 7 NN
s T

When open, the museum offers
educational programs exploring the
contributions of African-American
military personnel, such as the Buffalo
Soldiers. Historical re-enactments,
military-inspired art exhibits and group
tours are just some of the ways the
museum continues to keep the spirit
of the Buffalo Soldiers alive. The
reggae song, “Buffalo Soldier,” also
commemorates the efforts of these
men, who were slaves or descendants
of slaves, fighting for a country that stole
them from their own.

Sources:

I. https://www.blackpast.org/ african-
american-history,/buffalo-soldiers/

2. https://www.history.com/topics/
westward-expansion/buffalo-soldiers
3. https://nationalvmm.org/

DLTREASURES

INDOOR FLEA MARKET

COME SHOP WITH US. YOU WILL
ALWAYS FIND A SPECIAL TREASURE!

o s
2 & = ﬁ' 1 ;
, %

VALENTINE TREASURES,
& MORE TO BE [

FOUND.

uy, sell & trade medium to high-end merchandise.

972-352-0572 + 103 S. TX Hwy. 342 Ki
2nd Location, DL TREASURES Gently Used Furniture » 527 N. Tx Hwy. 342, Red Oak

»,

/Carpet Outlets of Texas Inc.
274 E. Ovilla Rd. * Red Oak ® 75154

E 072-617-7847
SUPER SERVICE ‘ Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-3
www.CarpetOutlets.net
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Happy Valentine’ s Day! ‘\\'\‘}\

\

CREATING A BEAUTIFUL «
SMILE IS EASIER THAN '
YOU THINK.

cmmnen W 4 _
BEPAINFREE& ~ O
AFFORDABLE.

CALLUS . #
5 TODAY!

avaiLaBLe W
SERVICES:
¢ INVISALIGN

e WHITENING
e CROWN AND BRIDGE

® TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS
¢ |IMPLANTS/MINI IMPLANTS
® PERIODONTAL TREATMENT
e DENTURES AND PARTIALS

"r

WILLIAM A. BROWN, D.D.S. F.A.G.D.

972-298-8515

www.williamabrowndds.com - williamabrowndds @gmail.com
GENERAL DENTISTRY ® 226 N. CEDAR RIDGE RD. DUNCANVILLE, TX 75116
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DALY IGHT MIRROR

FIRST PLACE

BEST
ACCOUNTING

Wendi, Aline, Michelle & Matt
Serving Ennis, Ellis Co. and beyond since 2003. We
handle all types of federal and state tax returns, sales tax,
payroll, audit representation and bookkeeping services.

§ ‘DOING MORE FOR LESS”

BOOKKEEPING & TAX STATION

972-875-3996 | 219 SW Main St., Ennis, TX 75119

CLASSY BEE

3

You do not need to wait until
your policy renews to save
money on your home insurance.

« T

We offer many options for you!
Give us a call or request a
quote online today and save!

r l Nationwide ﬁ/’ﬁﬂlfﬂ[ﬂ/yf

BEfco|nsurance. 1o 2y ERET

DESIGNS

e (972) 372-9220

www.classybeeinsurance.com

Custom Embroidery and More

206 S. Hwy. 342 Ste. B » Red Oak
972.576.5800+9-5 T-F+10-2 Sat

service@classybeeinsurance.com
Se Habla Espaiiol

We Accept Most Major Insurance

LOVE YOUR EYES

Dr. Rajiv Rugwani offers:

* Femtosecond Laser

* Ora System for
"real-time" calculations

« Latest technology to
correct both astigmatism
and multi-focal needs.

Visit our website for more information!

SCHEDULE YOUR
CATARACT SURGERY NOW!

Raj Rugwani, MD

Board-certified Ophthalmologist

Complete Eye Exams
Eyeglass & Contact Lens Rx’s
iStent Micro-Invasive Glaucoma Surgery
Glaucoma Treatment « Diabetes Eye Care
Cataract Surgery
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Around Town

Ken and Judy Ray, Ovilla natives, check
out a local senior living center for a
loved one.

Zoomed In:
JUSTIH BU”CII'd By Rachel Rich

While most middle schoolers experience personal growth during these crucial
years, Justin Bullard and his classmates have also endured a pandemic at Life
Waxahachie Middle School. But he isn’'t worried by the threat, as his school is well
cared for. “I think that my school is very clean,” he shared. “The facilities people at my
school are always cleaning.”

Justin does his part, working on his assignments in a socially distant environment.
As he smiled behind his mask, he explained, “I am glad | don’t have to be at home
all day. I can interact with my teachers, and they are there whenever I need them.”

Julianne and Nora Newby watch a movie
with their pet guinea pigs.

&

Lisa Burkes shares mortgage tips
with Red Oak residents to help
them make smart decisions.

Red Oak Hawks take the field at Globe Life Park during the Region I, Division | State 5A
Quarterfinal Playoff game against Mansfield Summit.
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Call Stralghtlme Today'

Glenn Heights Mayor Harry Garrett
jump starts a city council virtual meeting

1rw|:ﬂi;nyuﬁl|w||w[iv|nvl Q:E;}i&h!) Z:?%ZZ!:7<1%51621522(£

discussing fun new developments to come. Straightline Consulting LLC dowmeone e g&% /(ﬁ
Ot real love wette thect
kevin straightline@yahoo.com
254-978-0076 ¢71()f6'<4£762¢355.

Midlcthian, TX 76085

Convert your shed/garage
into a man cave or she shed.

2

3 [} T € W
(Fet Fvetrere L e 1 (B

ywall plus painting ¢ Bar nook/plumbing
i * Flooring

Ashten Mcbrayer playfully informs
everyone that her kids have escaped, and
she’s hiding in the bathroom. Send help!

Full Scale Home Remodeling * 254 978-0076

[ ———

Red Oak cheerleaders pump up school spirit. N Ow Off e ri n g

=N . .
Pre-Print Insert Services
Call Your Rep Today!

NOW 972-937-8447

M Logan enjoys reading fun school- www.nowmagazines.com
related stories to the kids.
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CookingNOW:=::

I the Kifrhenia

& 0EY Wi ¥
e
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ANTTA GHTEH

— By Rachel Rich

Anita Gutierrez's cooking journey derived from needed “me” time.
“Cooking allows me to express myself,” she explained. “My favorite thing is

the decorating!”

When she first baked for others, a sweet lady contacted her about a
banana pudding, “The pudding was perfect!” she enthused. “But it fell in
the car. | messaged her that | would hate to give it to her like that.” To her

surprise, she still bought it. “Now, | know how to properly transfer desserts,”
she said with a smile.
Whether professionally or personally, she loves recreating people’s
personalities within desserts. “l also find inspiration from my dad, who passed
away suddenly nine years ago. Whenever | create something, | always think, Is
this something Dad would approve? He had a sweet tooth, that | inherited!” Now

Marble Cake

Vanilla Batter:

3 cups all-purpose flour

3 cups granulated sugar

2 1/2 tsp. baking powder

I tsp. salt

2 sticks unsalted butter, room temperature

7 egg whites

1 1/2 cups buttermilk, room temperature
2 tsp. vanilla extract

1/8 cup vegetable oil

Chocolate Batter:
1/3 cup unsweetened baking cocoa
1/4 cup granulated sugar

1/4 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. baking powder
2 egg whites

1/4 cup buttermilk

Chocolate Fudge Switl:
I cup chocolate chips
1/4 cup unsalted butter, room temperature
1/4 cup heavy cream, room temperature

1. Preheat oven to 350 E Line 4 8-inch
round cake pans with parchment; grease

with nonstick baking spray or butter and flour.
2. For vanilla batter: Mix all dry ingredients in
a stand mixer with a paddle attachment until
fully combined.

3. Mix chunks of room-temperature butter
slowly into the dry mix, on a low speed, until
no large chunks of butter remain and the
mixture becomes crumbly.

4. Pour in egg whites; mix on low until just
incorporated. Mix in the buttermilk on a low
speed. Add the vanilla and oil; mix at a low
speed until fully incorporated. Scrape down
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the sides of the bowl with a spatula; beat on
medium speed for about 30 seconds.

5. Pour half of the batter into a separate
bowl; set aside.

6. For chocolate batter: Mix the baking
€ocoa, sugar, salt and baking powder into
the remaining batter. Add egg whites and
buttermilk; mix on low speed until smooth.
7. For chocolate fudge swirl: Combine the
chocolate chips, butter and heavy cream in

a microwavable bowl. Heat in 2 30-second
intervals, stirring in between. Allow the
mixture to sit for I minute; stir until smooth.
Set aside to cool.

8. Alternate spoonfuls of chocolate and
vanilla batter into the prepared cake pans,
filling them roughly | inch high with batter. (I
like to use a digital kitchen scale to make sure
each pan has the same amount of batter,)

9. Add small drops (about 1 inch in
diameter) of the chocolate swirl on top of
the cake batter. Drag a small offset spatula or
butter knife through the batter in horizontal
and vertical lines to create a marbled pattern.
10. Bake for 33-35 minutes, or until a
skewer comes out clean. Allow to cool for

10 minutes; run an offset spatula around the
perimeter of the pan to separate the cake from
the pan. Add frosting of your choice between
each cake layer and on the top and sides.

Cowboy Cookies

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 Tbsp. baking powder

1 Tbsp. baking soda

I Thsp. ground cinnamon

I tsp. salt

1 1/2 cups unsalted butter, room
temperature

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar

1 1/2 cups light brown sugar, packed

3 eggs

1 Tbsp. vanilla extract

3 cups semisweet chocolate chips

3 cups old-fashioned rolled oats

2 cups sweetened flaked coconut

2 cups pecans, chopped

1. Preheat oven to 350 F Line baking sheets
with parchment paper or with a silicone
baking mat.

2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the first
five ingredients; set aside.

3. In a large mixing bowl, beat the butter

on medium speed until smooth and creamy,
about 2 minutes. Gradually beat in the sugars;
continue to beat until light and fluffy, scraping
the bowl as necessary, about 3 minutes. Add
the eggs, one at a time, beating well after each
addition. Beat in the vanilla extract.

4. Reduce the mixer speed to low; gradually
add the flour mixture, mixing until just
combined. With a wooden spoon or large

Your Legal Rights are v EvayiviNynre
iness! =
My Business! st guite o

\ in person or
General Practice virtual appointment.

and Certified Mediator
406-641-BUTZ

Michael Butz, Attorney butzlawfirm e

www.butzlawfirm.com = Affordable Legal Representation

WELLEYEYRAMLE T A3
PLUMBING[COMPANY!

& \\—_—9 |
MIDLOTHIAN PLUMBING

- Yowr Midlathian Flumbier -

972-775-5751

WATER HEATERS - DRAIN CLEANINGS - LP CERTIFIED
Sewer, Water & Gas Repairs - Sewer Video Inspections
Faucet & Toilet Repair/Replacements - Remodels

WWW.MIDLOPLUMBING.COM

SAVE NOW!

Save $37.50!
Off 1 Hour of Labor.
Cannot be combined.
Exp. 2/28/2021

SAVE NOW!
Save $100.00!

Off your next water heater replacement.
Cannot be combined.
Exp. 2/28/2021

Proudly licensed by: TSBPE - PO BOX 4200 - Austin, TX 78765 « 512-936-5200
RMP- J. Ewton, Jr « M21222

i
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rubber spatula, stir in the remaining ingredients.

White Chocolate Cake With
Vanilla Bean Buttercream

5. Scoop dough with a cookie scooper onto
the baking sheets, spacing them about 3
inches apart. Bake until the edges are set but
the middles still look light and puffy, about
12-15 minutes, rotating the sheets halfway
through. Cool cookies for 10 minutes; enjoy!

White Chocolate Cake With
Vanilla Bean Buttercream

Cake:
3 cups all-purpose flour

3 cups granulated sugar

2 1/2 tsp. baking powder

I tsp. salt

I cup unsalted butter, room temperature

1 cup pasteurized egg whites from a
carton (or about 7 egg whites)

1 1/2 cups full-fat sour cream, room
temperature

I tsp. vanilla extract

1/8 cup vegetable oil

I cup white chocolate chips, melted
and cooled

Vanilla Bean Buttercream:

3 cups unsalted butter, room temperature
Il cups powdered sugar

1/3 cup heavy cream

I tsp. vanilla bean paste

I tsp. salt

L. For cake: Preheat oven to 350 F. Line and
grease 3 6-inch pans with parchment rounds.
2. Mix together all dry ingredients in a
stand mixer with the whisk attachment until
fully combined.

3. Mix chunks of room-temperature butter
slowly into the dry mix on a low speed.
Continue to mix until no large chunks of butter
remain, and the mixture becomes crumbly.

4. Pour in egg whites; mix on low until

just incorporated.

5. Add the remaining ingredients; mix at a
low speed until fully incorporated.

6. Scrape down the sides of the bowl with
a spatula; beat on low speed for a few
more seconds. The key is to mix until the
ingredients are just incorporated, so that the
batter isn’t overmixed.

7. Divide the batter evenly between the
prepared cake pans. Bake for 33-34 minutes,
or until a toothpick comes out clean.

8. Place semi-cooled cake layers into the
freezer for 45 minutes, to accelerate the
cooling process. Once the layers are fully
cooled, carefully flip the pans; remove the
layers from the pans.

9. For buttercream: Beat the butter on a
medium speed for 30 seconds with a paddle
attachment until smooth. Slowly add in the
powdered sugar, | cup at a time. Alternate
with small splashes of cream.

10. Once fully mixed, add in the vanilla
bean paste and salt. Beat on low until the
ingredients are fully incorporated, and the
desired consistency is reached.

11. If the frosting is too thick, add additional
cream, | tsp. at a time. If the frosting is too
thin, add more powdered sugar, 1/4 cup at
atime.

12. If you plan to color the buttercream, add
gel food coloring once the frosting is fully
made, and beat on low until it reaches the
desired color.

FVENT INFO T

353 SUGAR RIDGE RD. IN BRISTOL, TX

Valentine Four Course

Wine Pairing
$55 per person

Saturday Feb. 13 & Sunday Feb. 14
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Crossword Puzzle

Across

1 "I'l eat - if I'm wrong!"

6 "Shane" star Alan ---
10 Eccentric old fellow
12 Type of race car
13 Cloak mental confusion
14 Franklin flew one in a storm
15 Alleviates
17 Big Blue
20 Relyon

Down
1 Studio with lion logo
2 Assenting vote
3 Coop layer
4 Antiviral drug
§ Marathon TV program
6 In this manner
7 "Mother's Day" actress Jennifer ---

8 One of Rachel Carson's targets,
now banned

29

30 |31 32
37 38
39 40

Solutions on page 28

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

23 Drain by percolation 9 Coloring material

25 Commodious 11 Raise

; 16 "Go get him —!" (Shakespeare,
26 Food company in Battle Creek, MI Macbeth)
28 Panthers and Rams group 17 Class

29 Ocean capsized this small boat 18 Social gathering
30 Hammer god
32 Reply to "Have a good day!"

37 After stating your intentions, --- the -

19 - X, assassinated activist

21 Global financial body

22 Largest US city

24 "2001: A Space Odyssey" author
27 Painter of "La Maja Vestida"

30 Snake eyes

38 Oil-rich former Portuguese African
colony

39 "I guess the joke's —-"

40 Dumps 31 Chinese dynasty at the time of

Christ
33 "Gross!"
34 End of a golf club
35 Former
36 Western Hemisphere political forum

For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com

Easy

Sudoku Puzzle

Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com

Solutions on page 28
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1510 N. HAMPTON ROAD
SUITE 290
DESOTO., TX 75115
T:469.687.5664
I':469.317.3344

MOM PREMIER
EYEINSITIUTE

Call now to get you scheduled right away!

"l can t thank them enough for everything they did for me. Also they
have the best customer service I could have asked for. If you are everin
search of an eye doctor who really knows their trade and enjoys what
they do, MomPremier Eye Institute is the place to go. " - Lucas F.

-

|

Dr. Mikelson MomPremier, MD, FACS
Board-Certified Ophthalmologist

WWW.MOMPREMIER.COM

North Ellis Co. NOW
Scavenger Hunt

-

‘u‘a 3

‘ Find 5 hidden
heart envelopes

in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).

Email the page numbers and
specific ads where they are
found, plus your contact
information and phone
number, by February 15th.
To ensure your Scavenger Hunt
answers go in the drawing,
you must use the

Scavenger Hunt Email
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com

WIN!

$50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:
NOW Magazines
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com

Winners must pick up prizes
within 30 days of drawing.

Hot chocolate mugs were found ’ .L;J{ .~
on pages3,5,9,15,17 1 /ﬂ

January winners are: '
Linda Waller - $50 Cash
from NOW Magazines

Chaplin Stephanie Cicero - $50 Cash |
from NOW Magazines ‘
972-937-8447 - nowmagazines.com
scavenger.nec@nowmagazines.com
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Help friends to meet in the middle of the Valentine maze.

ANSWER:

“Fill in the missing numbers”




BLACK « BROWN ¢ VETERAN
OWNED BUSINESS

WE OFFER:

WIGS « BUNDLES « HAIR PRODUCTS
HAIR CARE SERVICES
(SPECIALIZING IN WEAVING
AND WIG INSTALLATION)

Book an appointment now!
Call, email (or check our social media sites
fo schedule an appointment)
righteousbeauty5@yahoo.com
contact@flawlessdfw.com

949 N HWY 67 Ste. 309
Cedar Hill, TX 75104

(469) 575-0110
www . flawlessdfw.com

@ @ @flawlesshairbeautydfw @ @flawlessdfw

Ask About Our
Dental Savings Plan

+ Cleanings & Exams « 3-D X-rays

» Whitening +Veneers

» Crowns & Bridges  «Fillings

« Dental Implants < Night Guards

+ Root Canals » Oral Sedation

« Extractions & Nitrous Oxide

« Digital X-rays

General Dentistry

Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-6654
Extended Hours to Better Serve YOU!

ITB¥OMPin
morgandentistry.co
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Vtontine's U

Due to COVID-19, some events may have been cancelled or rescheduled while we were at press. F E B A | ; Y
Check with individual organizations or your city or Chamber websites to verify dates and times.

after Pearl Harbor continue in devotional hosted by Pastor

2/6 Mathis, Texas. Anna and TueSdOyS Chris and Cara. Available to

A Night for Love 3: Caleb have been married, Line Dancing: everyone via YouTube under
Garden of Love: Come and but she hasn’t seen him since Hosted by Cedar Hill Parks and Qaks Online.

enjoy a night of comedy, their brief honeymoon in Recreation Department. Join
stories, performances, fashion Corpus Christi. Theatre Rocks!, instructor Richard Anguiano for

and dancing. Formal attire. 505 NW Main St., Ennis. his Facebook Live Line Dancing

Doors open: 5:00 p.m.; For tickets, visit Classes. Free.1:00-2:00 p.m. ThurSdOyS

show starts: 6:00 p.m., www.theatrerocks.com. For more information, contact Topical Thursday:
VySion Events, 360 E. Beltline (972) 878-5126. the Parks and Rec Department Watch virtually through the
Rd., DeSoto. For more at (972) 291-5130. Facebook page. Director
information and ticket prices, Logan Ragsdale discusses
call Keiandrea Daniels at 2 /2] Virtual Story Time: various topics each week
(214) 404-0494. Watch virtually through the Red on Facebook Live. 2:00 p.m.
Kelly Moore Oak Library’s Facebook page. www.facebook.com/redoaktx.org.
Music Ministry: 10:00 am.-11:00 a.m.
2 /-l 2.0 /2 8 10:30 a.m., Stagecoach www.facebook.com/redoaktx.org.
fe’s Little Mirad] 6Cowboy Church,

Life’s Little Miracles: 356 FM 55, Waxahachie. Submissions are welcome and
Live theater. The last in “The For more information, visit www. Wed n eSd st published as space allows.
Greatest Generation Trilogy.” kellymooremusicministry.com/ Weekly Devos: Send your event details to
The lives of the Erhard family events-shows. Oak Church Online. A weekly angel.morris@nowmagazines.com.

Ennis Doctors Center

NOW OFFERING
PCR RAPID COVID -19 TESTING!

Find out if you have the COVID-19 virus in as little as 15 minutes!

v No Co-pay
FREE o

o ' Deductible
Uninsured ‘ payment
Patients! . required
: for most
insurance
plans!

Hours
Monday - Friday

8am-5pm " 802 W. Lampasas
Saturday Ennis, Texas 75119

e Call 972-875-4700 to schedule. ~ Www.ennisdocs.com
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Want To Save $1000s?
Don't Replace!
Repair & Refinish

* FREE ESTIMATES °
By Appointment Only

2627 S. Cooper St. Ste. E12, Arlington, TX 76015

Valentine’s Special

'Is % Any Refinishing Job
OFF $695 or moreif booked in February

817-633-9100

= < P e We Repair & Refinish
Y Sl M Most Jobs in 2 Days or Less!
REFINISHING Offer Expires 2/28/21

We Repair & Refinish Countertops
Tile Showers & Walls ¢ Fiberglass Tubs & Showers

Angies list f © www.ftworthrefinishing.com

—
e

HUNT
WINNERS?

o N

Diana Pape was a lucky
winner of $50 cash from
the Scavenger Hunt
courtesy of North Ellis
Co.NOW Magazine! You
could be, too.

Tina Masten- Mitchell
was a lucky winner of $50
cash from the Scavenger
Hunt courtesy of North
Ellis Co.NOW Magazine!
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ARBORS * OUTDOORIKITCHENS  PATIOS
Your DaS|s AW

Crossword -
Sudoku
Solutions

R
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c i TS ho}ﬁ‘e os
Socnal DlstanCI;\g ketigf:?oﬁl,: N | easy
Your Oasis oesn’ v! ‘ T
Let’s RemoteconferenceTOD T 51 7 F A A P
4(7(6]8[3[2]1[9]5
\ 5131219|1(4}7]|6|8
Consultation 2|1]14]15(6]8]3[7|9
318|1917]12(1]16|5|4
_____ 7161514931821
8(5(1]1214|719(3|6
9(213]1]|5|614(8]|7
6(4(7]3|8|9]15(1]|2
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1121913(6|4]5(7]|8
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4(31119(2|6]8(5]|7
: 8(9|517(411]12(3]|6
2(6|718(3|5]19(1|4
PAVILIONS « FIRE & WATER FEATURES  POOLS
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VINEYARI) | QulityMedical Care

In The Comfort of Home
HOME HEALTH

You don’t always have to leave home to access many of the
services found in hospitals and facilities. Our varied team of
healthcare professionals — nurses, therapists, aides and
medical social workers — can bring them home to you.

R

d

¢l
)
I

» Skilled Observation and Assessment * Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation

* Post-Surgical Care * Fall Injury Prevention

* Wound Care * Resource Coordination

* Chronic Disease Management * Assistance with Activities of Daily Living
¢ Pain Management - Bathing

* Catheter Care and Ostomy Care - Grooming

* Medication Teaching and Management - Dressing

¢ Patient and Caregiver Education - Laundry

* Orthopedic Rehabilitation - Light Housekeeping

* Stroke Rehabilitation

in Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165 ® www.vineyardhomehealth.com

“S&m&mﬂu hope, and love abide, these three; MWW‘C%M@M love.”

~ 1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV

7 Green Tree Pecan ~ Love is in the ain

NOTHING SAYS LOVE
C LIKE CHOCOLATE!
Ompany ‘We have chocolate almonds,
s ped W enni e
SERVING LUNCH DAILY fudge and of course chocolate pecans.
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs Come and get your honey some

& Sandwiches Made with Fresh

chocolate for Valentine’s Day!

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. Hours: 8§ am.-12 p.m. __'
903-345-2535 Hwy. 31 W., Powell, TX

(From Corsicana, head East on Hwy. 31 §

seven miles to Powell, TX) h\

Owners: Kim & Dennis Bancroft HACC Compliant WE SHIP

If You Can’t Get in to See Us ... Check Out Our Website! www.greentreepecan.com
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TIME TO MTM
94D ):YI =2 Countertops

COME SEE OUR
X | ] WIDE SELECTION! “
,,,,, - | i | SHOWROOM HOURS:

J | ' IS MON-FRI: 8AM-5PM |
SAT: 10AM - 2PM

as ?
v i , { ;

5 m;r.??iz,

18-gauge
Stainless Steel Sink Granite, marble & quartz fabricator for kitchen
($350 value) & bathroom countertops

Call or visit our website for details!

Extensive color selection combines beauty,
function & elegance for any bathroom or kitchen!

www.MTMCOUNTERTOPS.com

| p—— |
CORIAN® « FREE Estimates « Competitive Pricing
QAT « Up to 15-year Warranty on Some Products
el

2460 Hwy. 287 N. ¢ Mansfield

(Northbound service road — between Callendar Rd. & Turner-Warnell)

For more info call 817.477.8663
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