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Welcome, 2025!

	This year, I can celebrate a new start with a slightly remodeled heart after my cardiac 
surgery last fall. Thanks to everyone who has wished me the best and to those who 
have helped me get back in shape. It’s a daily journey, but here’s to everyone living their 
best life as we get another new start.

	I love camping adventures, especially with my two fur friends along, so several years 
ago, I joined two groups of women who also like to camp. One of our recent adventures 
was at Lake Murray State Park in Oklahoma. Our Texas state parks are wonderful, but so 
is this sister state’s Lake Murray. One of the things I enjoy about these two groups is that 
they are both multigenerational. We learn so much from each other. I’ve experienced 
the same thing in the medical profession. The medical student shadowing a doctor was 
the one who had the best idea of how to proceed with my oldest granddaughter’s care 
recently. It was great to have both experienced doctors and the student who had just 
studied this new procedure which, after a little discussion, we all agreed was the path to 
take. It’s never too late to learn something new or learn from longtime experience.

	A trip to the Corsicana Government Center’s front lawn is a learning and 
remembrance time. A new marker was dedicated on Veteran’s Day. As a member of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, I again listened to a reading of the famous words of 
Colonel William B. Travis, in what has become known as the Travis Letter, written from 
his days as commander of the Alamo. May we continue to learn, even from those who 
lived long ago.

Let’s make the new year wonderful!
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involved in the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life in Navarro 
County,” Donna continued. 
“However, we wanted the 
monies raised to stay in Navarro 
County, so soon after the COVID 
quarantine ended, and having 
received several ‘God signs,’ we 
started organizing by contacting 
the Freestone County group. They 

Everything changes for a cancer patient and his or her 
family when an oncology doctor says the Big C word. 
Often, very unexpectedly, the life road ahead for the 
patient becomes scary and threatening. Family financial 
issues, health insurance claims, time away from work 
and from children, with treatments away from home, are 
some of the daily challenges patients and family members 
navigate in order to battle cancer. Knowing the need for 
help and support for many going through treatment, a 
new group has been formed to assist Navarro County 
citizens fighting cancer, as well as to celebrate and 
encourage those who have survived this disease. “We 
formed the Navarro County Cancer Support (NCCS) group 
to raise money in order to provide assistance to Navarro 
County residents who are going through cancer treatments 
and facing financial challenges due to their diagnosis,” 
Donna Miller, the group’s president/treasurer, stated.

“We give a helping hand,” Edie Smith, an oncology nurse, said. Edie serves 
on the group’s Giving Committee. The committee reviews each application for 
assistance by evaluating factors to determine 
how they may financially help each patient. The 
applicant’s work status; support system; where 
and how often a patient receives treatment; and 
extra expenses during treatment such as travel 
expenses, hotel stays, etc., are areas that are 
considered. The Giving Committee reviews each 
application and decides to issue a one-time check 
and/or a gas card. “It’s a one-time thing, but each 
applicant can reapply,” Donna explained.

“We’re all volunteers who were previously 

— By Virginia Riddle



www.nowmagazines.com  9  CorsicanaNOW  January 2025

have been doing this in that county for 
more than 10 years, so they became 
our pattern. They were thrilled for us 
to start a group in Navarro County and 
were more than glad to help get us 
started.” The Navarro County group 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Founding members include Donna 
Miller, president/treasurer; Emily 
Lawhon, vice president; Kelly Lovett, 
vice president; Sharon Thomas, vice 
president and Larry Miller, secretary.

NCCS held its first annual Wine 
and Cheese event in September. 
“We wanted to do something a little 
different, since there are so many 
events in this county. It’s a great time 
to fellowship and gift monies. It was 
a joy to see all the participation, and 
we are excited to watch it grow each 
year,” Edie said. Other events are in 



www.nowmagazines.com  10  CorsicanaNOW  January 2025

organization has a servant’s heart and 
is sincere in helping others in need.” 
In her spare time, Donna enjoys adult 
coloring books and spending time with 
her grandkids and family.

Edie, a native of the Texas Hill 
Country, has lived in Navarro County 
since 1981. As an oncology nurse, she 
sees and treats cancer patients and 
has also experienced cancer journeys 
with friends and family members. 
“This support group’s mission is very 
near and dear to me,” she stated. Edie 
has worked for Texas Oncology for 
25 years. In her spare moments, she 
enjoys spending time with family, doing 
anything outdoors and traveling.

It doesn’t take long for most folks 
who move to Navarro County to realize 
that Navarro County residents still take 
the time to care for each other. Donna, 
Edie and Lois all agree that it’s the 
people that make living and working in 
this county a pleasure. Donna said, “We 
have a very giving community.”

	
Editor’s Note: For more information, 
visit Navarro County Cancer Support 
on Facebook.

the planning stages, such as a Survivor 
Event to celebrate survivors, and to 
encourage those who are fighting this 
disease, as well as their caregivers. 
“We want to involve, and honor, 
survivors,” Edie added. Donations 
may be made as an honorarium or 
memorial by contacting a member 
of NCCS. Serving with Edie on the 
Giving Committee are Margo Cook, 
Audrey Reed and Lois Garrett.

Almost everyone has been affected 
by cancer, whether it be a friend, family 
member or themselves personally. 
To Lois, surviving cancer has been a 
personal battle. A native of Palestine, 
Texas, she has lived in Navarro County 
for 34 years. “I volunteer my time to 
this group because God didn’t leave 
me here not to share my time and 
experience with others,” she offered. 
Lois has been employed by Super 1 
Foods for 33 years and is serving as 
office manager, but she finds time to 
also volunteer with Wade Wellness 
Services and G.W. Jackson Multicultural 
Society. She’s the board treasurer for 
the Dr. Kent E. Rogers Clinic. She 
experiences memorable moments in 

helping people. “It’s just that feeling you 
get knowing you’re helping someone,” 
Lois said. In her spare time, she enjoys 
baking, crafting and traveling.

A native of Lancaster, Texas, Donna 
has lived in Corsicana for the past 
12 years. Employed by Community 
National Bank & Trust of Texas, she 
volunteers with NCCS because of 
the needs she saw cancer patients 
and their families having to meet. 
Donna also serves on the Salvation 
Army of Corsicana’s board. “I enjoy 
being able to help fellow residents,” 
she said. “Organizing the Navarro 
County Cancer Support and serving 
with my fellow board and committee 
members has been a great joy,” Donna 
added. “Everyone working with this 
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The traditional turkey spaghetti at the 
First Methodist Women’s Bazaar is a 
winner again.

CHS Lady Tigers, Josslyn Tanner 
and Aaliyah Mathis, ring bells for the 
Salvation Army.

Ken Higdon draws the winning raffle 
ticket for Hull Creative Arts Foundation 
board members.

Zoomed In:
Don Coker

Thirty years ago, Don Coker arrived in Corsicana to serve as a highway construction 
company helicopter pilot, but he’s also been an air medical helicopter pilot, “a law man” 
serving as a helicopter flying state trooper and a Navarro County sheriff’s deputy. Retired, but 
still flying for fun, he’s one-half of the Coker’s Creations team with his wife, Terri. “I went deer 
hunting, and my wife bought my first woodworking equipment, so I had to learn how to use it,” 
Don said of his woodworking pieces. “I’ve always been a handyman, and I’ve lived a good life.”

He and Terri are members of the Cowboy Church of Corsicana. A son is a police officer in 
Dawson, and the couple have two daughters. He reflected, “I enjoy visiting with people and the 
camaraderie of others.”

By Virginia Riddle

The Fannin Fantastics warm hearts at Corsicana’s Christmas Tree Lighting.

Around Town   NOW
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Corsicana Art League members make 
big plans for the upcoming year.

K & K Creations cuts the ribbon.

Tammy Britton and Jessica and Wyatt 
Kindon vote for their favorites in Navarro 
College’s Festival of Trees.

Bobbie Mason explains the care and 
propagation of succulents to Better 
Garden Club members.

Around Town   NOW
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Building new, remodeling or updating — Budget Blinds 
of Corsicana has the blinds, shutters, shades, draperies and 
home automation for their clients’ residential or commercial 
projects, all at a price to fit every budget and preferred style. 
“We follow Proverbs 22:1: ‘Choose a good reputation over 
great riches; being held in high esteem is better than silver 
or gold,’” Co-owner Joseph Elder shared. “We would rather 
have a good name and reputation than riches.”

Budget Blinds of Corsicana
7489 Rendon Bloodworth Rd., Ste. 102
Mansfield, TX 76063
(817) 539-0155
jrelder@budgetblinds.com; jaymes.murphy@budgetblinds.com 
budgetblinds.com/Corsicana-tx
Facebook: Budget Blinds of Corsicana
Instagram: Budget Blinds

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Budget Blinds 
of Corsicana

BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

The company’s mission statement follows Proverbs. “We 
create confidence and trust for our clients through innovative 
solutions, excellent service and anticipating their individual 
needs.” The business offers free in-home consultations. 

Joseph’s wife, Raquel Elder, is a co-owner. Joseph handles 
sales, Raquel does the accounting and office work, Jaymes 
Murphy is operations manager and Seth Foster is the lead 
installer. “We work as a team,” Joseph said. “Doing business 
is more fun when surrounded by people who share your 
vision and want the company to succeed. The business 
serves clients in Navarro, Hill, Freestone, Ellis and Kaufman 
counties and is a member of the Corsicana & Navarro 
County Chamber of Commerce. “Our business partners with 
Answer International, an organization that rescues women 
and children from sexual abuse and slavery,” Joseph added.

“I grew up in a working-class family with eight siblings 
in Waco,” Joseph said. “I learned the value of hard work 
long before deciding to start my own business.” He started 
an asphalt maintenance and parking lot repair business, 
and through that experience, met Kevin and Kim Garman, 
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franchise owners of Budget Blinds of 
Waco. “I became their lead installer 
and fell in love with the Budget Blinds 
brand concept,” Joseph recalled.

A year later, Raquel finished her 
degree in radiology, and the couple 
moved to the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex for her career. Joseph started 
working for a Budget Blinds franchise 
there, and after only four months, the 
franchise owner mentioned to him that 
she was wanting to sell her franchise 
location in Mansfield, Texas. “It was 
overwhelming at first, since we had 
just moved to the area, but I knew 
it was an opportunity I didn’t want 
to miss,” Joseph stated. “We didn’t 
have the way to get the money in a 
traditional sense, so we told her we 
wanted to purchase the franchise, but 
she would have to finance us, and we 
would pay her as we made money 
with the business. I knew after seeing 
the Waco location’s success, it would 
work. Two years and two months 
later, Raquel and I took our ‘lender’ 
out to eat and paid her the last check. 
We officially became Budget Blinds 
franchise owners in 2012 and own the 
Corsicana and Mansfield franchises.”

“Each day’s different, and each 
home or business is different,” 
Joseph stated. “Some projects are 
challenging. Those allow us to be 
innovative and collaborative with our 
client in producing their vision and 
accomplishing their goals.”

Joseph concluded, “We have over 
150 5-star Google reviews for our two 
locations combined. We care about 
you, your homes and our communities 
we serve. We’re backed by the largest 
provider of custom window coverings 
in North America, which means greater 
buying power, an expansive product 
assortment at great prices and the best 
warranty in the business.”
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4.

Poblanos Stuffed With 
Chicken and Cheese

4 large poblano chilies
2 medium tomatoes, chopped
1/2 medium white onion, chopped
1 large garlic clove, chopped
1 tsp. dried oregano
1 tsp. cumin
Pinch of ground cinnamon
Kosher salt, to taste
1 Tbsp. olive oil
2 cups chicken, cooked and shredded
1 1/2 cups rice, cooked according to  
   package instructions
2 cups sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
1/4 cup cilantro, chopped
1 Tbsp. lime juice

1. Broil the poblanos 5-8 minutes until 
blistered; remove from heat. Cover the 
poblanos with a kitchen towel until cool; 
peel. Slit; remove the seed core. Rinse to 
remove any remaining seeds.
2. In a food processor, puree the tomatoes, 
onions, garlic and all spices.
3. In a 12-inch skillet, heat the olive oil 
over medium heat. Add the puree; cook, 
stirring frequently, 8-11 minutes until the 
liquid has evaporated. Remove from the 
heat; stir in the chicken and rice. Add the 
cheese, cilantro and lime juice; stuff the 
mixture into each pepper.
4. Bake at 350 F 5-10 minutes until the 
cheese melts and the stuffed peppers are 
heated thoroughly.

Overnight Blueberry French 
Toast

Cooking spray
1 14- to 16-oz. loaf challah, cut into  
   2-inch cubes (divided use)
1 1/2 cups fresh blueberries
1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese, room  
   temperature
8 large eggs
1/2 cup, plus 2 Tbsp. granulated sugar  
   (divided use)
2 1/2 cups half-and-half
1 Tbsp. vanilla
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp. salt
Blueberry-maple syrup, to taste

1. Lightly coat a 9x13-inch baking pan with 
cooking spray; layer 2/3 of the bread in 
the pan. Add the blueberries; top with the 
remaining bread. Place spoonfuls of cream 
cheese around and between the bread cubes.
2. In a bowl, whisk the eggs. Add 1/2 cup 
of sugar and the remaining ingredients, 
except the syrup; mix well. Pour the custard 
over the bread. Pat the bread down gently; 
cover. Refrigerate overnight.
3. In the morning, remove the pan; uncover. 

A native of Wisconsin, Shari Barrett McGhee’s cooking began under 
the tutelage of family members and was influenced later when she 
resided in New Mexico and Arizona before moving to Texas. “In 
Wisconsin, meals were hearty in the winter and lighter in the summer,” 
Shari shared, “and almost everything tastes better with cheese on it.” 
Life in the Southwest gave Shari a love of the different regional styles of 
Mexican food. “I learned milk, a dallop of sour cream or a sopapilla with 
honey cools one’s mouth when it’s on fire,” she added.

Shari, a retired juvenile probation officer, and her husband, Mike, 
a retired sheriff ’s office sergeant, crossed paths 20 years ago. She 
revealed, “I cook, so when I’m finished eating, I can sit back and say, 
‘That was yummy.’”

In the Kitchen with 
Shari Barrett McGhee
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

Best Ever Tomato Soup
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Let set at room temperature for 15 minutes. 
Preheat the oven to 350 F. 
4. Sprinkle the casserole with the remaining 
2 Tbsp. of sugar. Bake 45-50 minutes until 
the casserole top is golden. A knife inserted 
should come out moist but clean. Cool on 
a wire rack for 20 minutes. Serve warm with 
blueberry-maple syrup. 

Blueberry-Maple Syrup

1 1/2 cups maple syrup
2 cups fresh blueberries (divided use)
1 lemon
Pinch of salt

1. In a small saucepan, stir the syrup and 
1 cup blueberries; bring to a boil over 
medium-high heat. Reduce the heat; 
simmer for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
2. Remove from the heat; stir in the 
remaining berries. 
3. Prepare the lemon zest and squeeze 
the lemon; add to the berries. Add the salt. 
Serve warm over the Overnight Blueberry 
French Toast.

Best Ever Tomato Soup
Serves 8.

1 28-oz. can diced tomatoes
1 10.5-oz. can chicken broth
2 Tbsp. butter
2 Tbsp. sugar
1 Tbsp. onion, chopped
1/4 tsp. baking soda
2 cups heavy cream

1. In a large stockpot, mix all the 
ingredients, except the heavy cream; simmer 
for 1 hour. 
2. Add the heavy cream; heat over low 
heat. Don’t let the soup scorch, but heat it 
thoroughly.

Grape Salad

1 8-oz. pkg. light cream cheese,  
   softened
1 7-oz. jar marshmallow cream
1 bag green grapes, halved
1 bag red grapes, halved
1/2 cup slivered almonds, roasted

1. In a serving bowl, combine all ingredients.
2. Chill before serving.
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Sudoku Puzzle

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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