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Ask About Our
Dental Savings Plan

» Cleanings & Exams -« Digital X-rays
« Whitening «3-D ¥-rays

« Crowns & Bridges  «Veneers

« Dental Implants + Fillings

« Root Canals « Night Guards
« Extractions « Mitrous Oxide

General Dentistry

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
Mark Morgan, DDS
Sarah Key, DMD MS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business
Waxahachie « 972-937-6654
Extended Hours
to Better Serve YOU!
F@ P in

morgandentistry.co

RED OAK RESIDENTS
Recdive

$50 OFF
with promo code D l-—IM F ET ! H 5
RedOakiNT X WASTE EIEFI'VIGES
= IM BUSINES:

15000
W |J,.ull“

MWLAELE
es: 15, 30 & 40 yards

:dl.'.m w Al e i -

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

SAVE $50
ON ANY REPAIR

of $250 ar more

MIDLOTHIAN PLUMBING ﬂ"‘

MILITARY PERSONMEL
and for VETERANS, got

10% OFF

with promo code
JRCOUNTRYMEN

MAINTENANCE SPECIAL!

TANKLESS WATER
HEATER FLUSH

SAVE 525 ON EACH

UMIT SERVICEDM

EXPIRES 12/31/24)

[
[
i
!
1
[

(Valid on service calls : AND INSPECTION
!
[
[
[

{Whth exigting seevice parts,

EXPIRES 12/31/24)

972-775-5751
WATER HEATERS
DRAIN CLEANINGS
LP CERTIFIED

Sewer, Water & Gas Repairs - Sewer Video Inspections
Faucet & Tollet Repair/Replacements - Remodels

WWW.MIDLOPLUMBING.COM

Praudly lieensed by TSBPE < PO BOX 4200 - Austin, TX. 78765 = 512-036-5200

RMP= 1 Ewion, Jr = 21222
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ORENZO BROWN & ASSOCIATES
L B A L ™)

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DIVORCE » PROBATE LONE STAR

INSURAMNCE AGENCY

CALL US FOR ALLYOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS

1700 N. Hampton Road,

Suite 104 | P :
DESntl:)l, ;X 75115 J/zamwzg,'yam
972.224.7555 - office ! 8' c ; 9— :

214.621.0036 - cell
214.237.6067 - fax Serving Burleson Since 2002

lorenzobrownlaw@gmail.com

BUSINESS

FIRST |

e INFRARED
IOTWORX. | ynprait

BEATTHE RUSH | " FRee INVESTMENTS

& MUCH MORE!

: Get a quote and receive a :
1 $10 Gift Card 1

1 when you mention this coupon. §

HOT STRETCH

Wig N EEEEEEEE;M Insuring Texas
i B HEALTH Since 2002
: 81 7-426 2886
. .. o Business Hours: Man.-Fri, Qam-5pm
469 663 5065 R it 31|Jr'1-| ¢ by Appointment
www.hotworx.net/studio/redoak-ovillaand3s €3 © e 5,5 LSIAT)(.COM
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Advanced

o, Dentistry

If vou are an adult who is afraid of going to the dentist, or even just a litthe exte
anxious, Serenity Advanced Dentistry may be just whal you are looking for. “We
do o lot of sedation dentistry, mostly for adults.” D Adlaka explained, *Its kind of
mv niche. Many adults mav have some pretty serious anxiety sbout going to the
dentist. They may not even seek core. They'd rather be in pain, | provide a place to
take care of these people. When patients elect to gel treatment, we lower the
statistics of people living in pain. | ke being able to contribute to improving
prople’s lives.,

“Coincidentally, a lot of peaple who are anxious aboul going to the denlist ane
also people who don have good insurance. That's a bad combination. | have
membership plans for patients withoul insurance, and really good discounts on
implants and dentures. A membership might not be necessay if vou only need
one simple procedure. but iF you need sedation and a 1ol of work. it really pays
for itsell”

D Adlala s a graduate of the Texas ASM School of Dentistry: “When | stared
there. it was still Bavior. My diploma has both names on " she recalled. ©)
specialize in ol sugeny and we're really good o il Fm nothing withoot my team.
We do evervthing in dentistry: | like being well imounded. | enjov being an
overachiover so 'm constantly taking continuing education. keeping up with all the

theserenitydentist.com | 972-634-1434
Dr. Cristina Allala

605 E. Belt Line Rd., Suite 101, Cedar Hill

Pald Adverlisernent

newest technigues and technology: I'm
also a native Spanish speaker | grew up
speaking both languages. Our YouTube
videas explaining procedures are
available in both English and Spanish.”
D Adlala is proud of the sewvice they
provide at Serenity Advanced Dentisty
“I think we give five-star service. And |
know my stall is five-stac We know
what works and what doesi'L | know it
sounds comy, bul this is my life's work.
Most of my stall have been with me for
vears, at different locations around
DFW, before | came to Cedar Hill, | met
Mariela seven years ago, in Pleasant
Grove. It was my first job out of school.
Racine has been with me four years,
and Jazmine three vears, both in Red
Qak. Our newest team member is
lessica. She found us three months ago
when she emailed me looking for an

opportunity to shadow a denlist.” Wi

"I LIKE BEING WELL ROUNDED. |
ENJOY BEING AN OVERACHIEVER,
SO 1'M CONSTANTLY TAKING

CONTINUING EDUCATION, KEEPING
UP WITH ALL THE NEWEST
TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLOGY."

Serenily Advanced Dentistry has all
the newest technaology to make your
experience convenlent. “We have
hospital-prade blood pressure
machines, so we can do sedation, We
also have intraoral scanners, so | can
see inside vour mouth, from every
angle, before | ever go in for your
procedure, We print dentures and place
implants right here in the office. With
our skills and strategies, most patients
don’t even feel our injections, We have
TVs in every room 1o keep vou
entertained while we work [Us all about
efficiency — working smarter, nol
hagder That's why | designed the floor
plan of the office mysell. And we're
really big on sanitation and sterilization,
s important to maintain a sterile
enviromment, which is why we'ne
closed every Friday for deep deaning
the office and training.”
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Early Refeuse fnegufar Dny for E!ementm]r}
Dec. 20 - Jan. 3 — Winter Break
January - School Board Appreciation Month
Jan. 6-7 - Staff Development Days
Jan. 8 - Classes Resume (Spring Semester)
Jan. 20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day

(District Closed)
Jan. 27 — ROISD School Board Meeting

Details at RedOaklISD.org
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GIFT YOURSELF A NE}N HOME

Not your
cookie-cutter
homes

Custom Homes

with you in mind.
First-time home buyers, Moving-up,
e S
through the entire process from
design, and Bulld 1o financing.

214-949-4012
,0 Scanto view Zaso
our website G
SDUTHERN STAR

DERS INC wwnw s outhemstarbulider.com

COOKING PASSION?

G F - Passionate about
ET FEATURED.

Cooking or Baking?

Share your culinary journey
with us ond get featured|

REACH OUTTO US TODAY! 972-937-8447

1 Al *45
v -'Perf'(’:z’m@mm,g

) 972.576.1777

600 Methodist
Ste. 2130, Red Oak

- [Behind Samic & Adsods from Fee/Pabics Statian)

%3 OFF De shed Service

SERUING RED OAK FOR OVER 12 YEARS _fI55S ™
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EDITOR’'S NOTE

Spendy is trendy ...

While it’s easy to get “spendy” in an effort to show others how much we care at
Christmas, this month also brings opportunities to give of ourselves rather than our
wallets. What if we reconsidered the gifts we have to offer that don’t come in boxes
with bows and may involve spending little to no money at all?

Discuss with your loved ones a holiday budget that involves replacing the
spending of cash with the spending of time. Invite those you normally shop for to
make wish lists of meaningful activities they would like to do together or projects they
need help with in the coming year. “Sign up” for something on everyone’s list as a
commitment to do that with one another and, on Christmas Day, share homemade
cards or letters of what you look forward to about doing those things together.

Part of your holiday can be spent sitting with one another to set a date and discuss
what checking off a particular wish will look like, from listening to favorite music while
making a special meal, or taking photos while reliving a beloved pastime. Remember,
the idea is to spend time, rather than money (although it is perfectly OK to agree
on a cash budget if you are so inclined). Perhaps make or buy some small token to
represent the upcoming project or activity and box this up as a reminder of what

Angel Morris you can look forward to unwrapping together next year. Your presence likely beats

North Ellis Co.NOW Editor something trendy, and may prove the best present of all.

angel.moris@nowmagazines.com It's about time!

(972)533-71216 PS. The publisher and staff of NOW Magazines would like to wish you and your

family a very Merry Christmas and the happiest of holiday seasons!

:@ECLIPSE

Snorte ar Ph |Isical Rehabilitatl

Introducing Rehabilitation Director, Jose Vazquez, MPT, RSCC*E
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OFFERING: Medical Care, Physical Therapy / Rehabilitation,
Spinal Decompression, Massage Therapy & Duru:::ble Medical
Equipment -- All Under One Roof. .

-

3;5@&{

" - ACCEPTING
» KNEE PAIN / OSTEOARTHRITIS  » SCIATICA NEW
Y NECK PAIN » FIBROMYALGIA . PATIENTS
» BACK PAIN > HEADACHESIM!GFIAINES
» SHOULDER PAIN ¥ BULGING DISCS
2 HIP PAIN 2 NEUROPATHY

. ¢« ARE YOU EXPERIENCING

=>
9 et

\
r*'_r.. | '
! X,

NEUROPATHY . »

Cur New FDA approved freatment options hove an amazing success rate In rebaving Neurcpathy symptoms.
Treatment le Safe and Easy, with NO Slde Effects, and Requires NO SURGERY.

:'-" Treatment is covered by most insurance companies, including Medicare.

CALL US TODAY TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
469-732-0880 or 972-937-0086

or email us at; completehealthmedicalcenter@gmail.com
COMPLETE HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER + 905 FERRIS AVENUE + WAXAHACHIE

WWW.COMPLETEHEALTHMEDICALCENTER.COM



Find Your

HOME

This Christmas

“A Star

Is Born”
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At Home With
Trace and
Katie Taylor

Christmas to °
Remember °

— By Angel Morris




Decorating gives
Katie ‘Taylor a chance to
appreciate what her own
mother put into making
the holidays special. “My
mom loved Christmas, and
that was the last holiday |
spent with her. The time
I spend decorating | can
reflect on her memory, and
I do it all for her. It takes
me a full week to get it
all done,” Katie noted.

Katie and her husband, Trace,
have lived in Ovilla for four years,
having moved from just a few miles
away in Midlothian. “We’ve enjoyed
living in the area for more than 11
years,” Trace noted. “The community
and schools have been great.”

Before making their home in Ellis
County, the couple met through
mutual friends in the summer of
2008. “We quickly fell in love and
were married in January of 2009,”
Katie said. “It was truly a God thing,
us meeting, | thank God every day
for our marriage. What's funny is that
when | met my future husband, my
sister fell in love with his roommate,
and we are all still happily married.”

Trace has been in the oil and
gas business for 18 years, currently
overseeing the completion of oil
wells in West Texas. Katie was a
stay-at-home mom of the couple’s
two sons, Bryce and Kadyn, who
helped with Trace’s business until
2021. “I'm currently a Realtor with
Keller Williams Ellis County and have
loved every second of serving the
community and surrounding areas with
their real estate needs,” she said.

As a real estate agent, Katie knows
what she wants in her own home.
“When we moved, we were looking to
downsize. Our oldest son was away
in college, and we wanted less land
to care for,” she explained. “A big
factor in us choosing this home was
making sure our youngest son stayed
in the same schools. | loved the open
layout of this home, more modern
features and the neighborhood.

Fresh Flooks fok the fHolidays

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
FHA CARPET STARTING AT

$1.99sf

& 30-0x. CAHPET STAHTING AT

$2.99sf

INSTALLEDY
Syl maengion ad
waith 0 e

Carpet Outlets of Texas Inc.
274 Ovilla Road * Red Oak » 75154
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, S5at 10-3

| - -

HOLIDAY SPECIAL PLJU MBING
“apes  SOLUTIONS

plumbing issue, big or small, ensuring
your heme stays dry and comfortable.
@ @ @ Call us and book now!
469-813-8729
Plumbing Drain
Installation  Cleaning

Plumbing

Ropairs  WWW.optionsplumbing.com
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“We originally only planned
on being here a couple years and
building again,” Katie continued,
“but we have the best neighbors and
community, so we are staying put!”

Katie has adopted a modemn
farmhouse style. “It seems to be
timeless, and | can coordinate a lot
of things with it. Pottery Barn is my
go-to for a lot of my decor. | like
neutral colors with some green and
blue thrown in,” Katie described. “I'll
be honest, | change styles a lot, and
we are currently about to remodel. |
get a new idea, and | run with it.”

Trace appreciates Katie’s way of
making their house a home, which
she takes to a new level at the end

of October. “Christmas is her thing.
She completely transforms every
room of the house,” he noted.

The kitchen is all about gingerbread,
while the dining room is dedicated to
all things Santa. “l did a community
Santa picture event at my house last
year, and it was amazing. | can’t wait
to make it a tradition,” Katie shared.

The master bedroom becomes a
“red truck Christmas tree farm room.”
The living room is a silver-and-
white snowflake room. One bedroom
is all about gnomes, another showcases
the Grinch, and the last bedroom is
sports themed. “Even the bathrooms
have a theme. One is red cardinals,
and the other snowmen,” Katie said.
“Overall, the decor is a collection of
all things great about Christmas.”

The Taylors” enthusiasm does
not end inside their home. “The
exterior is all red-and-white candy
canes, and definitely, the more the
better,” Trace stated. “I am full-on
Clark Griswold with the house.”

The Taylors said they love all the
things the holidays bring, especially
celebrating Christ’s birth. “We are big

in our faith, and family is everything to
us,” Katie shared.

Katie’s last Christmas with her
mom reminds her of the importance
of celebrating big every year. “l lost
her suddenly 13 years ago, and she
was only 58. The last Christmas
with her, she had made everything
over-the-top fancy for us,” Katie
remembered. “It was a surprise walking
in on Christmas seeing her living
room transformed into this amazing
space. We all had beautiful place
settings with our names written on
ornaments, which [ still have. It was a
Christmas I will never forget because
she put her whole heart into it.”

Today, Katie continues putting
her heart into it, as well. “I have
everything decorated by November
1, and | spend every second of every
day it takes thinking of my precious
momma,” Katie admitted. “It’s a time
for me to reflect on her love and the
mercy and grace she always showed. |
want that joy and love to be reflected
in my boys. Some think I'm crazy,”
Katie continued, “but | enjoy the
full two months of Christmas!”

ST. JOSEPH
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
WAXAHACHIE

506 E. Marvin Avenue Waxahachie, TX 75165
(972) 937-0956

As the holiday season approaches, we invite

you to look at the work our future saints and

scholars are doing on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/sjcswaxahachie.

We’'d be honored if your holiday giving
included us, if you're so called.

GIVECAHOUC | #GivingTuesday December 3, 2024
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CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES = BETHLEHEM REVISITED = HUAXAHACHIE SANTA RUN

Youll feel at home for the holidays
witha heartwarming weelend filled with
wonderful activities, touring, dining

and shopping in Waxahachie

mexlcan food

&l Mo y Chislmas C AMPUZAN 0

Holiday
Sweatshirts
2 for $40

6 Designs 1o
cheosd J}lﬂﬁl

Gif

o5 ~r- 1n-z‘at 972, 576 5800

A special advertising section




MAKE SPACE FOR HOLIDAY CHEER WITH:

Local, Affordable & Friendly Storage
Unmatched Customer Service
On-site, Live-In Manager

Altﬂg;-:'!
SELF STORAGE
AND TRUCK RENTAL

accessstoragedallas.com

Orao) 961 E Ovilla Road
”%‘?’ Red Oak, TX, 75134
(972) 515-8600

Free Concert:

“The Songs of Christmas”
Sunday, Dec “8th, 6:00 p.m.

Adve ries
- “The Journey”
Sundays at 10:10 a.m.

i
Advent Bible Study :g?y%ﬁ:“@

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.

. Christmas Eve
“A Family’ C_hristmas“

Sl

.__'.* 4-.

1808 5. Hampton Road Glen Heights, TX 75154
Ovilla United odm Church Pt Hours: Moadiuy - Saburchiy: G00am - S:300m 480007 1084

1403 Red Oak Creek Rd., Ovilla Whalssale Hours: Manday - Friday B:00am - 4:00pm | 460.884.1128

A special odveriising section



North Ellis Co. NOW
Scavenger Hunt

* Find 5 hidden

-t> Christmas Bells
in 5 different ads in this issue
(not counting the one above).
Email the page numbers and
specific ads where they are
found, plus your phone
number, by December 15th.
To ensure your Scavenger
Hunt answers go in the
drawing, you must use the
Scavenger Hunt Email
scavenger.neci@nowmagazines.com

Omne enlry per person.

WINY
$50 Cash Prize

Courtesy of:
NOW Magazines
scavengernec@Enowmagazines.com

Winnar must plck up prize
within 30 days of drawing.

L ]

pages Inside Front Cover, | =

-~
Turkeys were found on FETS
|
1.2, 4and 5. |

MNovember winner is:
Jan Tucker - 550 Cash
from NOW Magazines

scavengernec@nowmagazines.com

¥

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays

From the

NOW Magazines
Tamily 7o yours!

LAURA ELLIOT JAYMNES RICK JAYNES KIM EDMONSON

GREG WILSON JONATHAN BEGGS MATT REILLY EDDIE SAMCHEZ

Thankful for
the support
and trust from

CHECK COUT WHAT
OUR COMMUNITY
HAS TO SAY!

our community.
L ——

FACEBOOK.COM/
JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL

JAYNESMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

(a72) 208-2334

811 5. COCKRELL HILL ROAD
DUNCAMNVILLE, TX 75137
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A HOT DIY
PROJECT

— By Bill Smith

What could be more pleasant on a cool,
late-fall-through-early-spring evening than
being seated around your own backyard
fire pit? As a do-it-yourself project, the task
is not only relatively simple, but it’s also
inexpensive and can be completed in just
a day.

You'll need some common tools for this project. Both a
straight and a pointed shovel will come in handy. A level —
ideally a two-foot level and a four-foot level. Have a two-by-
four about three feet long to use as a screed. A rubber mallet
will help align your stones, and something with which to
tamp the base down is also needed.

Materials include retaining wall blocks (36 is a good
number for an average fire pit), square concrete pavers might
be used for the floor of the pit, but some people also use

gravel or lava rock. If you choose the pavers, get some pea
gravel to fill in the gaps. One bag of sand or paver base
should be adequate. Get a metal fire pit ring,

Site selection is the first consideration, even before
driving to the local home improvement store to choose the
materials. Find a spot that is relatively level, with a water
source nearby and far enough from any structures that an
unfriendly fire can be easily extinguished. It appears that 15
feet from other structures is a common distance, but it is
always a good idea to check local building codes before you
make your final decision.

Your fire pit may be round or square, with the round
structure perhaps the most popular. Paving stones or retaining
wall blocks are available with sides cut at an angle so that
10 stones joined tightly together will produce a pit about 25
inches in diameter, whereas 12 stones might yield 30 to 35
inches. The thickness of the stones will determine the final
height of the pit, and a common design of a backyard pit is
three stones high.

Some large home improvement stores may sell a kit

www.nowmagazines.com 14 North Ellis CONOW December 2024



that includes the stones and a metal
fire ring, including instructions and a
diagram of the completed size of the
pit. One might want to just get an idea
of what size pit the kit will produce and
make a few changes, or just purchase
the kit and create a “stock version.”
Creating your custom kit might prove
to be a little less expensive, but you
will probably want to include a metal
fire ring with this project, so that should
be the first thing to consider, since that
will give you an idea of the size of your
pit and how many retaining wall blocks
you will need.

After you determine the location and
purchase the stones and fire ring, you
will need to dig a hole. Place the metal
fire ring on the ground in your selected
location, and surround it with the first
layer of stones. Push the shovel into
the ground at regular intervals around
the stones to mark the circle. Then
remove the blocks and dig the hole
about seven inches deep inside the
area you marked.

To make sure you have a firm, level
base, put sand or paver base in the
hole. If you are on clay soil, drainage
could be an issue, so you might want
to dig another, deeper hole in the
middle and fill it with gravel to provide
a place for excess water to go. Use a
level and a screed (a two-by-four works
fine) to make sure the base is level and
tamp the base down firmly.

Place your first row of stones around
the inside of the first hole and make
sure the top is level. You can always
add a little sand or paver base under
part of the individual stones or take a
little away to get the first row as level as
possible. If the first row is level, the next
rows should be also.

If you haven't already put the metal
fire ring in place, do it now, then add
your next two rows of stones. The
project could be considered complete
at this point, but some builders like to
add either heat-resistant adhesive or
mortar to hold the stones in place.

Well done! Now it’s time to bring
out the marshmallows and make
some s’'mores!

Sources:

L. https://wwwyoutube.com/
watch?v=pWffhXndXr4.

2. https://wwwhgtv.com/outdoors/
landscaping-and-hardscaping/how-to-
build-a-fire-pit-for-less-than- 100.

ARBORS * OUTDOOR KITCHENS o PATIOS

817.453.3100

www.UepsanDasisOurooor.com

Liasy

“EATURES + POOLS
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Around Town

COMMUNITY NATIONAL
BANK & TRUST OF TEXAS

3
P el

oy

Y, 3
N 280G

&

Community National Bank & Trust
hosts its second holiday food drive.

Zoomed In:
A“Shg Plﬂ ﬂey By Angel Morris

Alisha Pinney (left) recently became the new chief executive officer for a
nonprofit organization that brings specialized health care to Ellis County. FirstLook
Sexual Health and Pregnancy Center is a medical clinic focusing on wholistic care
for men and women, providing counseling, educational programs and support
groups. “This ministry has a powerful mission that has impacted countless lives,”
Alisha shared.

Pictured with Firstlook Wellness Coach Christina Sanchez at the organization’s
community diaper giveaway, Alisha anticipates the future. “My goal is to enhance
our services, strengthen our community partnerships and ensure that we continue
to offer the compassionate support that is at the heart of everything we do,”
Alisha said.

Alisha succeeded Donna Young, who led FirstLook for more than 17 years.

“l look forward to working alongside our dedicated team, volunteers and
supporters,” Alisha noted, “to expand our impact and continue the incredible work
that Donna has championed.”

Red Oak Music students perform
authentic mariachi music at the State
Fair of Texas.

SERVICE,

["nTEEjJ-tPFI.."}:![ai.

Supporting National Night Out activities, Officer Serrano,
Officer Rawls and Officer Marquez protect and serve the Red The David Whiteman Band performs at a recent Glenn
Oak community. Heights community event.
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Big Back Glizzy Food Truck treats
Glenn Heights Police Department
Sergeant Vanessa lllingworth during
First Responders Appreciation Day.

Hayven Waltmon greets guests to First
United Methodist Church’s pumpkin

patch while selling treats to raise funds
for her school trip to Washington, D.C.

i

Third-grader Harmony Hawkins shows
her award-winning entry from the
Shields Elementary Red Ribbon Week
coloring contest.

Lt Math Ells O Magasine
prien] your ad e 10

over 14, 500

Direct Mail
Advertising

Works!
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Pecans, Candies & Pecan Pies!

New Crop of Pecans Available!

:5: ._. % Green Tree Pecan

N o
v Ay .
s~ Company 442
Est. 1584 AP Q p
Seasonal Gift 1t
e &'0 . .d:m NEW ITEMS ADDED
e & Outside Decor
REGULARLY!
New Crop P 3 v

e i We also carry fishing bait,
i fishing supplies and home decor.
Almonds ek
S SERVING LUNCH DAILY

s = Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and
Peanut & Pecan Brittle Sandwiches Made with Fresh
Pecan Pies Shiced Meat from Our Deli Counter
Fried Pies Providing the Freshest Pecans
Chocolate Candies for 35 Years!
Jams & Jellies
Sauces
Vegetable Plants

uddenly thene was m.!ﬁ.tﬁpm?&n-mum&uicauﬂ

W&m,;:wm ot o

- Luke 2:13-1

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. Hours: §a.m.-12 p.m.

903-345-2535

Hwy. 31 W., Powell, 1

Owners: Kim & Dennis Bancroft
HACE Campliant

IF You Can'l Gl an to See Us L. Check Ot Ohare Website!

WWW.GREENTREEPECAN.COM
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Louisiana native, MaSherrie Taylor, said baking and cooking are part
of her heritage. “I come from a line of culinary chefs that didn’t hold
the credentials but were the best cooks I've ever had the opportunity to
experience,” she noted. “In my African-American family, food was an
important display of affection.”

Being her great-grandmother’s “quality assurance coordinator” in the
kitchen at age 3, then preparing dinner for her brother when their mother
worked multiple jobs, MaSherrie’s passion in the kitchen ignited. Today,
she and her husband own Taylor Made Cakes & Cuisine, allowing them to
share “a taste of the Bayou in the heart of Texas.” MaSherrie promises her
faith shines through in her cooking. “My first ingredient is always love.” Now

Garlic Parmesan Mashed 3 cloves garlic, minced, pressed or

grated
Ee?vt?gggs 2 Tbsp. fresh parsley, or 1 Tbsp. dried
’ parsley

1/2 tsp. white pepper
2 blades fresh chive

5 Ibs. red potatoes

1 14.5-0z. can chicken broth
(reduced sodium works)

Sea salt, to taste

1/2 cup butter

I cup heavy whipping cream, room

1. Boil the potatoes in the chicken broth
until fork tender.
2. Mash the potatoes to your desired

temperature consistency. (I like a balance between
1/3 cup Parmesan, shredded from the creamy and chunky) Tip: Drain the potatoes
block well to remove any extra starch. Too much

1/2 tsp. garlic powder starch can lead to gummy mashed potatoes!

CookingNOYY:
e /(qu W" .
MASHERRTE TAYLOR

_— By Angel Morris |

mnﬂ

ll-l nm

3. Add the remaining ingredients directly to
the pot.

4. Mix and mash until just combined.
Don’t overmix.

5. Serve with fresh chives and melted
butter. No gravy needed!

Authentic Red Beans and Rice

3 cups chicken stock

1 8-0z. pkg. smoked tasso or ham
hocks (Turkey option: Use smoked
turkey necks or turkey tails)

I bay leaf

1 jalaperio pepper, diced (optional)

3 doves garlic, minced

2 cups water

Kosher salt, to taste (divided use)

1 cup basmati rice

1 Tbsp. butter

1 12.8-0z. pkg. smoked andouille
sausage, thinly sliced

I medium sweet onion, diced

1 green bell pepper, diced

2 celery ribs, diced

1 1/2 tsp. Cajun seasoning, salt-free

Black pepper, freshly ground, to taste

2 Tbsp. fresh parsley leaves, chopped

1 Ib. dried Camellia Red Kidney Beans
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L. In a large Dutch oven or pot, add the
chicken stock, tasso or ham hocks, bay leaf,
jalapeno peppers and garlic. Bring to a boil.

Cover; reduce heat to low. Simmer for 1 hour.

2. In a large saucepan, add the water and
salt; cook the rice according to package
instructions. Set aside.

3. Heat the butter in a separate skillet over
medium heat. Working in batches, add the
sausage and cook, stirring frequently, until
lightly browned, about 3-4 minutes; remove
the sausage from the pan and set aside.

4. Add the onions, bell peppers and

celery to the sausage grease. Cook, stirring
occasionally, until tender, about 3-4
minutes. Stir in the Cajun seasoning, pepper
and parsley until fragrant, about 1 minute.
5. Stir the red beans into the Dutch oven.
Transfer the veggies to the pot of beans.
Cover and simmer 2-3 hours, until the
beans are creamy.

6. Turn the heat off; let the beans rest 30
minutes to | hour to thicken. Mash some
of the beans for added texture; pull the
ham hock meat from the bone and add to
the beans.

7. Ladle the red beans into a bowl; top with
the rice. Enjoy!

Pecan Cream Pie

I cup heavy whipping cream

1/4 cup powdered sugar

2 8-0z. bars full-fat cream cheese,
softened

1 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

1/2 cup brown sugar

1/4 cup real maple syrup

I cup pecans, finely chopped

I 9-inch pie shell, baked and cooled

1/2 cup pecans, roughly chopped

L. In a bowl with a hand mixer or Kitchen
Aid with a whisk, whip the heavy cream and
sugar until stiff peaks form, about 5 minutes.
2. In a separate bowl, blend the cream
cheese, vanilla, sugar and syrup until
combined and creamed together.

3. Fold the whipped cream mixture into the
cream cheese mixture, stirring together. Add
the finely chopped pecans, stirting

until combined.

4. Pour the mixture into the crust; smooth
out the top. Garnish with roughly chopped
pecans. Refrigerate at least 4-6 hours
before serving.

P e

To search)for more

gredt recipes
from any of the
? NOW Magazines

publications, visit
www.nowmagazines.com.

COTTAGES

ON CANTRELL

Happy Holidays from us to you!

Join us for cookies with Mrs. Claus
to celebrate the
Waxahachie Christmas Tour of Homes
Saturday December 14th
3-5pm

Enjoy a cozy cottage holiday season.

2 and 3 bedroom homes available now!
Schedule a tour with
Missy Phillips
(972) 351-3186

320 Woodside Trail, Waxahachie, TX

TR W LN

-,_‘ 5,“
m
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ehits may hive baen cancelled or rescheduled

il we were 31 press

12/1-12/17

Holiday Toy Drive:
Ovilla Police Department is
collecting toys for local children
in need. You may drop off
any new, unwrapped gifts at
the Police Department, 105
S. Cockrell Hill Rd., Ovilla.
Contact Jessica at jprice@
cityofovilla.org or (972) 617-
7262, ext. 3, for more details.

12/5

Christmas Tree Lighting:
City of Ovilla hosts holiday
festivities. 6:00 p.m.,
downtown Ovilla.

12/6

Christmas in Ovilla:
Carnival rides, a visit with Santa

“Check with ind

and more. 6:00-8:30 p.m.,
Ovilla Road Baptist Church,
3251 Ovilla Rd.

Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony:
Join the city of Glenn Heights
for their Christmas tree lighting
and a celebration including
inflatables, free toys, Santa,
carnival games and more!
6:00-9:00 p.m., 1938 S.
Hampton Rd., Glenn Heights.

12/7

Christmas in Red Oak:
Red Oak kicks off the season
with a parade featuring holiday
floats, decorated vehicles and
AlVs, Public Safety vehicles,
marching bands, drill teams,
cheerleaders and more. Arts

rganizations or your city or (hamber websibes fo ver

dates and times

and craft vendors and food
trucks will be on-site. A kid
zone will feature inflatables
and festive games. Selfies with
Santa, too. 9:00 a.m.-noon.
The parade begins on West
Red Oak Road, turns left onto
Live Oak Street, then left on
Waller Avenue ending after
Watkins Park.

12/7-12/8

Christmas at Oaks Church:

Join us as we celebrate
the birth of Jesus with an
exciting production, musical
performances featuring Dawson
Hollow, live animals and
photos with Santa. Saturday:
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.;
Sunday: 9:00 a.m., 11:00
am,, 1:00 p.m,, 4:00 p.m.

DECEMBER

and 6:00 p.m., 777 S.I-35 E,,
Waxahachie.

12/13

Christmas Movie in the Park:
Red Oak Parks & Recreation
Department and Red Oak
Library present The Polar
Express. Bring your blanket and
chairs for a family night out
under the stars. Hot chocolate
and snacks provided. Santa
and Mrs. Claus will be at the
event from 5:30-6:15 p.m,;
showtime: 6:30 p.m., Live
Oak Football Field (weather
permitting), 251 Live Oak St.

Submissions are welcome and
published as space allows. Send
your current event details to
angel. morris@nowmagazines.com.

‘TIS THE SEASON
FOR ASTRONG

L

o e g e e b e

HOLIDAY DEALS ON
ROOF REPAIRS!

A

SHEPHERD

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS

(972) 244-3705
HIRESHEPHERD.COM
RCOFING RENOVATIONS
= ASPHALT = SIDING
= TILE « GUTTERS
* STANDING SEAM = PAINT
= SLATE = FLOORMG
= SYNTHETIC « DRYWALL
= FLAT

_____ '~.

K-

UP TO 1000 OFF
up AOOF REPLACEMENT

|
|
|
|
|
1

SCAVENGER

HUNT

WINNER!

“NOW is the time to read this
magazine and get paid!”
- Kajuana Donahue
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INNOVATION

= BIFLY DN 1'Il|ll'l'l-ﬂﬂIf

WINTER MINI BEGINS j
OECEMBER 16, 2024 |

|'
SPRING CLASSES BEGIN

JANUARY 21, 2025 /
S WE ARE YO OE-STOP SHO 08
ﬁmﬂfmsmmm
HIGHER SKILLS 10% OFF|

: TOTAL SALE £
HIRE POTENTIAL g = B

NAVARRO COLLEGE | Online & In Person Classes

1.800.NAVARRD
NAVARROCOLLEGE.EDU

#EH-EEE-E[IE[I

COMPLIMENTARY

CONSULT & 1stTREATMENT

rRECISION

PAIN & SPINE CENTER

WE ARE GROWING'

1408 N. 9TH ST. _
MipLOTHIAN, TX St

PIEZO WAVE 2

......

T——— -
-

E‘% LET Us "HELP YOU BEFORE IT

GETS WORSE!
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO HAVE M ' I ' M

COME SEE OUR
IN-STOCK E
QUARTZ SELECTIONS!
OPENTO THE PUBLIC;
MOMN-FRI: 8AM - 5PM

» OPEN SATURDAYS 10-2

T Ceranite, marble & guartz [fabricator for kilchen
M daltile ; ;
& bathroom countertops.
O N E Extensive color selection combines beauty,
QUARTZ SURFACES function & elegance for any bathroom or kitchen!
American e e 1 -
Made « FREE Estimates « Compelitive Pricing

« Up to 15-vear Warranly on Some Products

2460 Hwy. 287 N. - Mansfield

(Morthbound service road - between Callendar Rd. & Turner-Warnell)

For more info call 817.477.8663
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