WAXDEC11Covers.indd 52

11/21/11 2:14 PM

www.nowmagazines.com

WaxDECContents.indd 1

1

WaxahachieNOW December 2011

11/21/11 2:18 PM

www.nowmagazines.com

WaxDECContents.indd 2

2

WaxahachieNOW December 2011

11/22/11 2:38 PM

Editor’s Note
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
The lights in the house are off. The only illumination
comes from the Christmas tree in my living room. I
could sit on the couch for hours, relaxing and gazing at
the ornaments as they sparkle in the twinkling white
lights – all 1,100 of them. I know that sounds like a
lot of lights, but it makes “reading the TV guide in the
dark” so much easier.
It won’t be long before the beautifully wrapped presents are nothing more than
torn paper, disheveled bows and wrinkled ribbon, but for me all the “little extras”
are worth it. I’ve said it before, and I’m going to say it again, Christmas is my
favorite holiday. Even though by the end of the day, I find I’ve eaten way too much,
and I’m worn out physically and emotionally. But, isn’t that what Christmas is
all about?

Sandra
Sandra Strong
WaxahachieNOW Editor
sskoda.nowmag@sbcglobal.net
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for the most part,” he said, “although we
do still hear from people who miss the
park festivities and wish they could be
reinstated.” John and his staff understand
that people have great memories of that
time, but there’s so much to recommend
the current celebration – the Christmas
tree lighting ceremony, kids’ activities,
booths for shopping, eating or taking
pictures with Santa – that they are
confident the right decision was made .
“When the first brainstorming went
on to change the location to downtown,”
John stressed, “the merchants’ group
and the city were sure this would evolve
into something special, and it has.” The
director also singles out for praise two
dynamic colleagues who have contributed
to the growth of the Christmas itinerary:
Amy Hollywood, City of Waxahachie’s
public relations manager, and Anita
Williamson, the city’s downtown
development director. “These ladies have
really outdone themselves in the way of
publicity and in enhancing the Christmas
event calendar,” John enthused. The list
of events is stellar indeed.
In addition to the tree lighting
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program and parade, which take place
between the day after Thanksgiving
and early December, Waxahachie hosts
an outdoor skating rink (opposite City
Hall), as well as the popular attraction,
“Bethlehem Revisited,” a performance
tour sponsored by Central Presbyterian
Church that guides visitors through
the story of Christ’s birth in a setting
replicating Herod’s court, where crafts
are demonstrated and sold.
As the range of activities is growing,
so soon will the city’s cache of
decorations. They hope to soon purchase
new items for the downtown Christmas

displays. The present Victorian lights
and scenery are enough to please one
return visitor to the Christmas on the
Square events. Ellis County resident, Kim
Douglas, said, “Waxahachie is never more
beautiful than at Christmas.” She thinks
the set pieces used by the Parks and
Recreation department capture the charm
www.nowmagazines.com
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Jason Vire was only 6 years old when
he began collecting KISS memorabilia.
His older brother, being a huge fan of
rock and roll music, gave Jason the album
that started it all. “He gave me a record
album that had first been handed down
to him,” Jason remembered. “He passed
it down to me, and I’m not quite sure
why, but I latched onto it.”
He knew he was an avid collector, but
Jason didn’t fully understand the extent
of his passion until he was asked to share
it with others. As he looks around what
the family lovingly refers to as the “KISS
room,” the memories take him all the
way back to his days as a teenager. “I
wanted more and more KISS music,” he
said. “By the time I was a teenager, I had
received a few more things, but what I
had the most of was posters. I had them
hanging all over my bedroom.”
His goal was to acquire anything and
everything he could get his hands on, but
at the time his parents had real concerns
about what the rock band represented
overall. In Jason’s case, the persistence
of a child won them over. “My parents
finally realized their first impression
was incorrect,” he explained. After his
parents’ view of the group changed,
Jason was able to add to his collection at
a faster rate than before.
High school graduation led to college
enrollment. At the end of his first year,
April 23, 1992, to be exact, he met Shyla.
Not long after they started dating, Shyla
was going through some boxes and
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came across an Eric Carr autograph.
Eric debuted with KISS in July of 1980,
after taking Peter’s place as the band’s
new drummer. “Eric signed his name on
the back of my high school U.S. History
progress report,” Shyla remembered,
also admitting, “I skipped school to get
that autograph.”
The couple smiles as they reminisce.
“That piece of paper may be what sold
me,” Jason quipped.
“But, it’s the one piece in the collection
that will always be mine,” Shyla
playfully stated.
The couple got engaged
three months following
their first date. They
didn’t elope until August
9, 1997, and they stood
before family and friends
a year later, renewing their
vows. When asked if it
was “love at first sight,”
they both laughed as they
looked at one another. “It
was more like love at first
autograph,” Shyla said.
“I knew coming into the
relationship that KISS was
a big deal to Jason.”
Before moving to their
home on the outskirts of
Waxahachie in 2002, Jason
and Shyla had been living in Mansfield.
One room of that home was reserved
solely for Jason’s ever-growing KISS
collection. Things drastically changed
when they settled down in the country.
“We converted the garage into what
we refer to as the ‘KISS room,’” Shyla
admitted. “We had someone close the
room in and lay the carpet, but the rest
www.nowmagazines.com
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of the remodeling we did ourselves.”
The conversion has proven worthy of
Jason’s lifetime of collecting. Although
it seemed to take the couple forever to
find the black theater-like furniture and
just the right color of red carpet, the end
result was more than they had hoped
for. Two- and three-tiered shelves line
the walls, allowing the KISS memorabilia
to be displayed in the way Jason feels it
should be – available for all to see.
The vast collection, still with their
original price tags, includes just about

everything one can imagine. The list
includes dolls from miniature to life size,
Mr. Potato Head replicas, jigsaw puzzles,
candy M&Ms, Christmas ornaments,
rubber party masks, ties, Johnny
Lightning commemorative cars, lunch
boxes, checkers, lapel pins, dog tags, a
full line of bathing products, a neon
telephone, a dart board, and scads of
www.nowmagazines.com
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ladies at the card tables, dressed up and
wearing hats.
The sisters’ devotion to family and
each other became obvious as they
helped one another remember details of
the memories they share. They expanded
on the topic of Christmas decorating,
reminiscing about going with their father
to get the cedar tree each December.
“Get a small one,” their mother would
admonish him every year. It was no use.
Every year, he came in with a cedar that
he could barely get into the house.
“Sometimes he got such a big tree that
he used guy wires to hold it up,” Charline
laughed. No matter; despite the evergreen
aroma, they could still smell spices
simmering on the stove and yeast rolls
fresh from the oven.
In another Christmas tradition, the
family piled into the Model T and drove
to the nearby town of Paris, Kentucky,
for Christmas Eve dinner with their
father’s sister. Charline remembers the
story of one such visit when she was
very small. Her aunt served eggnog to
the adults, but gave her a glass of milk
instead. Long after dinner, when it was
time to go home, no one could find the
little girl. “They looked everywhere,”
Charline said, “inside, on the porch, even
down in the cellar.” Finally someone
thought to lift the tablecloth and look
under the table. There was the soundly
sleeping Charline, with all the eggnog
glasses lined up around her, now
completely drained.
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hand again.
The two live harmoniously with
the past. Elsie’s things are still around,
displayed with loving care. One tradition
Elsie began, Will has now taken over
with fervor. “She used to make holiday
candies, divinities and fancy stuff. My
favorite was her peanut brittle,” Will
explained. “We had two young boys. The
youngest was blonde. She’d call him over

to the stove and tell him to stand there.
When the peanut brittle was the color of
his hair, she knew it was ready.”
He smiled and wiped his eyes. “Then
I began to make it while she made
the other stuff. Every time I make the
peanut brittle, I think of my son.”

Will has used a special aluminum skillet
since the 1960s — avocado green and
shiny like a new penny. “I don’t dare
touch his skillet,” Charlotte laughed. The
couple collects Christmas tins, buying
them on sale after the holidays. “We have
a whole storage room full of them, and
each year he makes peanut brittle for our
family and friends,” Charlotte added. The
McAdams buy an average of 200 pounds
www.nowmagazines.com
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of Spanish peanuts each season from the
Bancroft Nut Company outside
of Corsicana.
Will creates the peanut brittle from
memory. He uses no timers, nor does
he test the candy in boiling water to see
if it’s the right hardness. By now, he just
knows. “It only takes 6 minutes; easiest
recipe in the world. Everyone loves it.”
Sometimes he adds a pinch of cayenne
pepper. “It just hits the taste
buds here,” he mentioned,
as he slid his fingers down
each side of his throat. “It’s
not hot or anything. It’s just
right.” The only difference is
now he spreads the brittle out
on nonstick aluminum foil
instead of lathering on butter.
Other than that, it’s the same
recipe he and Elsie used year
after year for 60 years.
Peanut brittle is not all
Will loves to make. He
designs his own looms and weaves pot
holders and coasters as presents. He also
made their living room furniture, which
Charlotte has reupholstered. Will worked
for Flexsteel Furniture for 38 years, and
one day asked them if he could have the
scraps. “They said, ‘Sure.’ I made couches,
love seats and chairs for me and for my
boys’ homes, too,” he smiled.
The strength in Will and Charlotte’s
marriage comes not only from their
affection for each other, but also through
their acceptance of their deep love for the
spouses who came before. “When my son
asked me if I was sure I wanted to remarry
so soon, I told him, ‘He’s not some

stranger I picked up in a bar or something.
You’ve known this man all your life. He’s a
good man,’” Charlotte recalled.
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Though she maintains that fully
mastering watercolor techniques required
a difficult 10-year learning curve, she was
entering local shows and selling paintings
in far less time. “One day, I realized that I
was making as much money at a weekend
show as I did in a whole month at my
job.” She approached her teenagers with
the idea of giving up her full-time job
to focus on painting. “I told them there
might be weeks when I didn’t sell many
paintings, and we wouldn’t have much
money. But they both said, ‘Go for it,
Mom. You can do it.’”
With their encouragement, Tina began
to participate in shows a little farther
from home. As she became established,
she kept expanding that radius until she
had worked in much of the Western

United States and along the East Coast.
“The only difference between me and
a ‘carny’ was that I went home every
week,” she quipped.
The plein air practice of painting on
location originated with the Impressionist
www.nowmagazines.com
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style, which developed in nineteenthcentury France with such painters as
Claude Monet, Edgar Degas and Paul
Cézanne. Plein air became popular in the
United States for a time, and has enjoyed
a renewed interest in the last decade or so.
Thanks to this resurgence in
popularity, plein air workshops and
competitions have given Tina more
opportunities to learn from others and
polish her skills. The competitions have
taken her far afield. Prominent artists
hosted Sedona Plein Air Festival in
Sedona, Arizona, which allowed her, as
she put it, to “run with the big boys for
10 days.”
Back in Texas since 1986, Tina
loves painting here. She has observed
some distinctive aspects of our rural
landscapes. “Texas has rolling grass
and seasons and different trees: the live
oaks, the hardwoods. And even the same
kind of tree, like the cottonwood, has a
different color in Texas [than elsewhere].”
Geographic features and climate
conditions affect the look of a landscape,
too. In contrast to Texas’ hazy, rolling
prairies, Sedona is known for its red rocks
standing under clear, dry air. That air
makes the already-bright rocks appear so
vivid that “if you paint the colors as you
see them, they look garish. I had to learn
to soften them.”
Tina also learned that people’s tastes
differed from one part of the country
to another. East Coast communities
preferred a Pennsylvania Dutch look over
Tina’s rustic scenes. Even seascapes had
a different feel, with flowing sailboats
rather than the old shrimp trawlers that
www.nowmagazines.com
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Hereford. Bobby’s goal has also become
Jared’s goal. According to the ABHA,
Red Herefords and calves usually sell at
a five to 15 percent per pound discount,
lower in price per head than cattle that
are black. But it’s not the increased price
that keeps Bobby and Jared moving
forward; it’s the legacy they are hoping
to leave behind for generations to come.
“We want people to recognize the Black
Hereford as easily as they recognize
the Black Angus. Hopefully, the Black
Hereford can benefit from our work.”
In February 2010, Bobby attended an
association sale in Leavenworth, Kansas.
It seemed as if nobody wanted to part
with more than a few of their Black
Herefords at a time, since the breed was
still fairly new. “Most of us were trying to
build our herds and maintain the quality
of the breed,” Bobby explained.
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Not long after his trip to Leavenworth,
Bobby began traveling the country to
continue growing his herd. Purchasing
one or two at a time, Bobby was able to
get enough cattle to start reproducing
his own Black Herefords. His base
herd came from California, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Kansas and Texas, and has
now grown to include 200 females.
“The Black Hereford sounded great
to us because it was a new breed, and we
wanted to help make an impact on the
cattle industry, too,” Bobby said. “After
making our decision to begin building
this new breed of cattle, we soon realized
they weren’t that easy to find.” Literally,
Bobby and Jared traveled all over the
United States putting their herd together.
While building a herd, the bond between
father and son also grew.
Having worked alongside his family
most of his life, Bobby wanted to
share that same experience with Jared.
Thinking about the future generations
of Lides, Bobby and Jared took on this
venture in hopes of providing a legacy.
Getting on board early with a new breed
of cattle wasn’t something new to Bobby.
He’s worked with his family for most of
his life, even during the years his own
father raised Simbras.
People might wonder how Bobby feels
about working with his own son. “Jared
sometimes sees things differently than
I do, and I always like to see a different
side of things,” Bobby said. “There’s a
special bond that is built between men
who work together. I have been so
fortunate in my life to have been able to
work with my grandfather, father, fatherin-law, brother and now my son. God has
truly blessed our family.”
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Calendar

DECEMBER 2011

December 2, 3
Waxahachie Junior Service League Christmas Market
and Preview Party: Friday, 6:00-9:00 p.m., Saturday,
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Waxahachie Civic Center. Preview
party will feature an exclusive shopping experience that
includes cocktails, refreshments, live entertainment
and a silent auction. Friday admission: $25 and is good
for Saturday also. Saturday’s market will feature unique
gifts, photos with Santa, door prizes and more. WJSL
cookbooks will also be available for purchase. Saturday
only admission: $5, children 10 and under are free. For
more information, visit www.waxahachiejsl.org.
December 2-4 and 9-11
Bethlehem Revisited: 6:00-9:00 p.m., 402 North
College Street. Free admission, but donations are
welcome. For more information, call (972) 937-2390.
December 3
Free Christmas Pancake Breakfast: 8:00-10:00 a.m., 315
North Rogers Street. Hosted by First Step Mother’s
Day Out of First Baptist Church. Call (972) 937-1940
for more information.
Annual Model Railroad Open House: noon-5:00 p.m.,
home of Bob and Freda Brand, 2509 Lake Ridge
Road, Glenn Heights. Bring the family for a free tour
of this extensive model train collection. For more
details, call (972) 230-8101.

December 3-4 and 10-11
Candlelight Home Tour: 2:00-8:00 p.m., $15 per
weekend, under 12 free. For more information and
home locations, call (972) 937-2390.
December 10
Santa Claus visits Sims Library: 10:30-11:30 a.m. For
ages 2-10.
December 13
Girl Scouts Volunteer Meeting: 7:00-8:30 p.m., First
United Methodist Church, 505 West Marvin Avenue.
For more information, visit joinus@gssu251.org,
www.gssu251.org or www.facebook.com/gssu251.
December 15-17
Waxahachie Community Theatre presents You Better
Watch Out: Thursday and Friday at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday matinee at 2:30 p.m., McCafferty Hall on
the campus of Southwestern Assemblies of God
University. Doors will open 30 minutes prior to each
performance. Advance tickets are $8 per person,
ages 5-plus. Seating is limited and the venue is not
wheelchair accessible. For more information, visit
www.waxahachiecommunitytheatre.com or call the box
office at (972) 646-1050.
December 19-30
WISD Winter Break
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December 21
It’s A Party: 4:00-5:00 p.m., Sims Library. Celebrate the
holidays with a Grinch Gift Exchange. To participate
you need to bring a wrapped gift valued at $3-$5. For
ages 11-18.
December 25
Merry Christmas!
Ongoing:
Third Wednesdays
The Ellis County Christian Women’s Connection:
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Waxahachie Country Club.
Contact Kay at (972) 935-2054 or Margaret at
(972) 937-1016 for reservations. Cost is $13.
Thursdays
Celebrate Recovery: 7:00 p.m. at 408 Water Street,
Waxahachie. The purpose is to help people live
free from addiction, compulsive or dysfunctional
behavior. Contact Brandon Jones at (214) 949-5725 or
Brandon@thefrontiercommunity.org.

Submissions are welcome and published as
space allows. Send your event details to
sskoda.nowmag@sbcglobal.net.
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