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Out with the old . . .

  I’m just not a fan of New Year’s resolutions, and I guess I’m old enough that a big 
celebration on New Year’s Eve does not appeal to me because it will keep me up past 
my bedtime. The last time I purposely saw the new year in, I went with my wife and 
my son and daughter-in-law to a party in Fort Worth. We had planned to spend the 
night to avoid driving in the wee hours of the morning, but there was a change in plans 
that necessitated the drive back to Ennis. Believe it or not, I made it from Fort Worth 
to Reagor Springs and knew I was too sleepy to make the last seven miles behind the 
wheel. I pulled over, and my wife got us home.

 If I am at home, which is where I can usually be found, I may watch the countdown 
for the ball drop in New York. Thank goodness there is a time zone difference, and it is 
only 11:00 p.m. in Texas! I don’t know how those people in California can stay up until 
2 o’clock in the morning, waiting for midnight!

All kidding aside, when I’m feeling particularly industrious, I’ll sort the black-eyed peas, 
so they can soak overnight. Early the next morning, I will get them started in the Crock-
Pot and probably put something on the grill that we can enjoy throughout the day. There 
will be a lot of football on TV on January 1, and I will watch as much as possible! 

Welcome, 2020! We’ve been looking forward to greeting you! 
 
. . . in with the new!

Bill Smith
EnnisNOW Editor
bill.smith@nowmagazines.com 
(972) 843-1323
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The front living room of Mary Ann Porter’s home is filled with her 
collection of Gone With the Wind memorabilia. In 1936, when just a 
young girl, Mary Ann received an original edition of the book. That gift 
would be the start of a lifelong love of the story and the cornerstone of 
her now vast collection.

Warner Brothers released the epic historical romance movie in 1939. “I was only 9 years old the 
first time I saw it. My mother and I went to see it together,” Mary Ann said. “I was fascinated by all 
the fancy dresses and homes and the musical score. I had already read the book because I got it 
for Christmas in 1936, the year it was published. Since then, I have read the book and watched the 
movie many, many times. It is my favorite movie and book.”

Mary Ann still has the original book, along with several other editions that she has collected along 
the way. Today, her collection encompasses much more than books. In fact, she has collected a room 
full of Gone With the Wind treasures.

“It was in the 1980s, while shopping at Town East Mall, that I spied my first Bradford Exchange 
Collector Plate of Gone With the Wind for sale, and I bought it. That began my collection. After that, 
anytime I saw something about Gone With the Wind, I would buy it, if I didn’t already have it!” Mary 
Ann shared with a grin.



— By Susan Simmons
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“The store where I got my first plate 
would get a new one every month. I 
would travel to Dallas and get each one, 
but, eventually, I began to order them 
through the mail. Then in the early ’90s, 
I began collecting the Gone With the 
Wind Franklin Mint Dolls,” she explained.

The back wall of Mary Ann’s living 
room is lined with built-in glass and 
wooden cabinets that house part of 
her huge collection. “My husband built 
all those cabinets for me to keep my 
dolls in,” she recalled. “I am so drawn 
by the beautiful clothes they wore. I 
always wonder how they made those 
elaborate dresses with the tools they 
had to work with back then. No telling 
how long it took.”

Mary Ann has collected the entire 
cast of the movie. Of course, Scarlett is 
the most represented, with her many 
beautiful dresses. “A new doll would 
come out every so often, and many 
times, I would buy it. One of the last 
dolls they came out with was a doll 
of Scarlett in her wedding dress, but 
I decided not to get it because I was 
running out of room,” she shared.

Along with dolls, plates and books, 
Mary Ann’s collection includes a variety 
of other collectibles. Lighted porcelain 
houses and buildings are displayed as 
a small village. “I have the store, the 
church and the Tara mansion.” Several 
Hawthorne porcelain figurines of the cast 
and the mansions are strewn throughout 
the village. Mary Ann can remember 
precisely where she found each piece. 
“Some of the things I received as gifts 
from friends and family,” she said, 
“but most I collected when I was out 
shopping with my friends.”
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Mary Ann’s daughter, Lynn Roberts, 
explained that even though her father 
hated to shop, he knew how much Mary 
Ann loved her collection. One Christmas, 
he searched everywhere until he found 
the first edition of a plate Mary Ann 
wanted. “Spending all that time shopping 
and looking for Mom’s special plate was 
a big sacrifice for my dad, but nothing 
was ever too much for him to do for my 
mom. He loved to make her happy.”

“I love to shop, so after the kids were 
older, my friends and I spent many days 
out antiquing in towns all around this 
part of Texas. I would pick up pieces 
here or there for my collection. Like these 
pictures over the couch, they were at an 
antique store in Corsicana back in the 
’90s,” Mary Ann said.

“I got these music boxes from a music 
box store in Town East Mall back in 
the ’90s. This one is of Bonnie Blue. I 
couldn’t find much of Bonnie Blue, so 
I wanted it, but it was too expensive. 
Later that year, I went by the store, and 
they had put it on sale, so I bought it.” 
She also has a music box of Scarlett that 
plays the score “Tara’s Theme,” and one 
of Rhett Butler sitting on a wooden box 
that plays “Rhett Butler’s Theme.”

Her eyes twinkling with glee as she 
showed off her delightful collection, Mary 
Ann picked up a porcelain Christmas 
ornament. “Hallmark put out these 
ornaments for the Christmas tree, and I 
love these porcelain bells with Scarlett on 
them.” Mary Ann’s love of the story that 
has captivated audiences of all ages for 
nearly a century inspired her to assemble 
a tribute to the unforgettable characters 
and the timelessness of romance.
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Matt Howerton loved growing up in Ennis 
and today recognizes how the community 
shaped him into who he is today, a reporter 
for WFAA News 8. He loves coming home 
to visit family and friends.

“Truth be told, I always wanted to be an actor,” Matt said with 
a grin. “I did well in plays in elementary and middle school. 
One of my favorite memories is playing a part in Oliver Twist. 
Cathy Criner was one of my teachers, and she encouraged me. 
I was a jokester in class, probably too loud sometimes, and in 
high school, I liked doing imitations of some of our coaches 
and the political figures of that day. ... It turns out a lot of 
journalists are just actors with something to say.” 

After high school, Matt went to Baylor University in Waco 
and interned with a television station there. “Honestly, I was 
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— By Bill Smith

not sure I would go through with it. I 
have a friend in California who is one 
of the best actors I know, but he really 
struggles. In high school, I had friends 
who said I would be on Saturday Night 
Live someday. Tonya Harper was my 
theater teacher and said I would be the 
next Jamie Foxx!”

Somewhere along the way, Matt 
concluded that perhaps acting or 
comedy was not in his future, but 
broadcast journalism could be an 
outlet for his creative talent. He 
mentioned seeing Jeff Crilley, Brad 
Watson and others come to Ennis 
to interview his father about things 
happening in Ennis. These and many 
other journalists influenced Matt’s 
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career, but his upbringing in Ennis is 
what he most acknowledged.

“More than anyone else, I give credit 
to my family. My father taught me many 
things, including discipline, and my 
mother stayed at home and raised my 
sister and me.” Matt jokingly refers to 
his parents, Steve and Janie, as “Ward 
and June.” Fans of the late ’50s to early 
’60s sitcom Leave It To Beaver will 
understand that reference.

Matt also spoke of his football 
coaches teaching another kind of 
discipline that he remembers very well. 
He recalled learning physical discipline 
from Coach Paul Willingham. “I learned 
to compete against myself, and it helps 
me compete against others. I learned 
that this is what it takes to succeed.” He 
also recalled other names of teachers, 
such as Harryett Hyde and Andrea Webb. 
“I remember great, heartfelt teaching and 
learning how to write creatively.”

Journalists must have a constant flow 
of stories in the pipeline. Of course, 
some of them are breaking news that 
must be covered with little notice. Other 
stories require research and creativity, 
something Matt said journalists call 
“filling the beast.” Matt has experienced 
both in his career. He recently won an 
Emmy for a story he did in October 
2018 about a doctor who makes 
prosthetic eyes. He has also won one 
team coverage Emmy and has had a 
total of four Emmy nominations.
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“I was one of the first journalists 
on the scene after the West Fertilizer 
Company explosion,” Matt related. “I 
know Ennis felt windows shake when it 
happened. I was in Temple at the time, 
and my assignment editor called and 
said to get to West right away. I also 
remember my dad calling and saying, 
‘Don’t go anywhere near the place.’

“We covered that story from ‘wall 
to wall’ for a couple of years after the 
explosion. As we covered the story, there 
were lots of pictures of the buildings, but 
Monika Diaz, who was with Channel 8 
at the time, advised, ‘Everyone can see 
the devastation. People will understand 
the story when they can see people 
are injured.’ I had been speaking with a 
woman named Misty Lambert, who had 
been standing next to a window in her 
apartment across from the plant when 
the explosion happened. Her injuries 
made the story personal.”

There is breaking news like West, 
and then there are heartfelt stories like 
the story about women in the Texas 
prison system who were typing Braille 
for the blind, people they realized were 
less fortunate than they were because 
of their lack of sight. Matt commented, 
“How do you define redemption?”

Giving credit to those who have 
influenced his career comes easy for 
Matt. Former news anchor John McCaa 
stands out, along with current anchor 
Chris Lawrence, who Matt described 
as a “seasoned professional.” Many 
more journalists have been mentors to 
Matt over the years, but he still fondly 
remembers his Ennis roots. “Thank you 
to everyone in Ennis. I was a pretty loud 
kid. Lots of people tolerated me. I love 
this city so much.”



www.nowmagazines.com  16  EnnisNOW  January 2020



www.nowmagazines.com  17  EnnisNOW  January 2020



www.nowmagazines.com  18  EnnisNOW  January 2020

Tonja Barnebee, 
CPA, PC

With more than 30 years of practicing accounting, Tonja 
Barnebee and her staff have the experience to be of significant 
assistance to any small business or individual with bookkeeping 
and tax filings. “We encourage people to come to us before 
they make their next investment, or make an asset sale, or 
decide to retire, to discuss what the tax consequences might 
be,” Tonja said. “It’s important that your investment adviser and 
CPA work together.”

Previously, the firm’s significant amount of audit work 
demanded much more travel and time. Now focusing on small 

BusinessNOW

  — By Bill Smith

Tonja Barnebee CPA, PC
900 W. Ennis Ave., Ste. 103
Ennis, TX 75119
(972) 875-9900
tonjamb@sbcglobal.net

Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

businesses, nonprofits and individuals, the office is more relaxed. 
“I love accounting. Since we stopped our audit work, I’m actually 
able to be home on Saturdays now, and tax season is not as 
stressful. We are able to build great relationships with our clients, 
and I’m very happy that some of them have been with me for 
30 years.

“My employees are so important to the firm, and we’re like 
family. When we first opened in Ennis, we had two telephone 
lines. Phyllis Hammond Stewart, who retired this year just after 
tax season, used to joke that she had to call one line from 
the other just to make sure the phones were working!” As 
the practice has grown, so has the staff with Allison Slovak, 
office manager, and Lori Alfaro and Renetta Novak, staff 
accountants. Tonja related that Allison “speaks millennial,” a 
great help nowadays.

Small businesses use Tonja and her staff as their bookkeeping 
department. It helps many avoid the extra expense of hiring an 
in-house bookkeeper. “Businesses come to us with questions, 
and we’ll have a brief interview with them at no cost. We’ll 
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Tonja gives back to the community in 
various ways. She’s a member of the 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce and 
her church choir. She also speaks to high 
school students about the need for good 
bookkeeping and accounting and about 
pursuing accounting as a career. “I tell 
them that if they really want to go to 
college, they can. Much of my education 
was completed with Pell grants and other 
assistance. The opportunity is out there if 
they want to pursue it.”

A loyal client base is the result of 
a friendly office dedicated to sound 
business principles. “You will get a call 
back from us within 24 hours. I stop 
other activity three times a day — I call it 
my ‘Dr Pepper time’ because I do it at 
10:00, 2:00 and 4:00 — I collect my 
messages from the other employees 
and take the next 30 minutes or so 
to respond to calls and emails. Our 
clients know when they have a question 
or concern, they will hear back from 
us promptly. 

“My employees have clients they work 
with regularly, and as we transitioned 
from less auditing to more small business 
and individual accounting, the employees 
told me I needed to get my own and 
leave theirs alone!” Tonja smiled as she 
continued, “My employees are great, and 
I’ve never had to micromanage. We give 
our clients very good service.”

consider what they need done and may 
then quote a monthly fee,” Tonja 
explained. The monthly fee includes 
completing tax returns, which helps small 
businesses budget more efficiently. “They 
don’t have to be concerned that there 
will be a large bill once a year at tax time 
for forms preparation.”

“We are able to 
build great 

relationships with 
our clients, and I’m 

very happy that 
some of them have 
been with me for 

30 years.”
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The Ennis Chamber of Commerce hosts a well-attended ribbon 
cutting at the new Chick-Fil-A.

EHS Class of 1974 celebrates its 45th reunion at 
Rooftop 101.

Brooklyn and Phelesia Beasley take 
a break from shopping in Minnie 
McDowal Park.

Award-winning children’s author, Sharon 
Thayer, is a guest of Interior Ideas’ 
owner, Betty Glaspy.

Zoomed In:
Paul and Aleta Penfold

Paul and Aleta live in a beautiful older home on Preston Street in the historic 
Templeton-McCanless district. “We decorate each year as most of our neighbors 
do. In mid-December, some of our neighbors will gather with us on the porch to 
watch the carriage rides,” Aleta explained.

Paul continued, “We’ll have chili and some spiced wine, plus everyone will 
bring a dish. It is a good time we look forward to each year.” Aleta pointed out 
that Christmas is the date Jesus Christ was born, and Paul added, “It is a season to 
remember what is important in life.”

By Bill Smith

Around Town   NOW
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Ellis County Detachment 1452, Marine 
Corps League Commandant Robert Bell 
approaches the podium along with Guest 
of Honor Past Commandant, Department 
of Texas PDD Charles G. Ynman, Jr. at the 
Marine Corps Birthday Ball.

Around Town   NOW

Leslie Deen, executive director of the Ellis 
County Children’s Advocacy Center, brings 
an informative program to the Lions Club.

Teresa Cox, Susan Slovak, Wanda 
Robinsion and June Robinson enjoy 
Small Business Saturday in Ennis.

Mayor Angie Juenemann loads her car 
after recent shopping in Ennis.
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Pepperoni Dip

2 cups mozzarella cheese, shredded
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded
1 cup mayonnaise
1 4-oz. can chopped mushrooms
1 6-oz. can chopped black olives
1/2 medium onion, chopped

1 bell pepper, chopped
1 cup pepperoni slices, chopped

1. Mix all ingredients together thoroughly; 
pour mixture into an 11x7-inch or 9x13-
inch dish.
2. Bake at 350 F for 25 minutes; serve with 
tortilla chips

Jina Armstrong likes having friends and family come to visit. “When you  
have a good meal and plenty of it, they tend to stay at the table and visit 
longer. That’s my favorite reason to cook, so they will stay longer,” Jina related.

“I got my love of cooking from my grandmother, Mawzie. She taught me a 
lot of things, most importantly, she taught me about Jesus, loving your family 
and food!” Mawzie’s handwritten recipe for chocolate pie hangs in Jina’s 
kitchen, and it brings back fond memories of her childhood and the time she 
spent with Mawzie and Pa.

“Now I’m ‘Mawzie,’ and I can’t wait to teach my granddaughter, Jane,  
how to cook chocolate pie and tell her all about the fun I had with  
my Mawzie!”

Claire’s Favorite Meal
To make this meal go even further, I sometimes 
cut the chicken breast into strips.

3 Tbsp. olive oil
H-E-B fully cooked savory seasoned  
   chicken breast
2 Tbsp. garlic, minced
1 lb. cherry tomatoes
1 1/2 sticks salted butter
1/2 to 1 cup fresh basil, chopped,  
   to taste
1 1-lb. box angel hair pasta, prepared 
per box instructions

1. Heat olive oil in a skillet. Add the H-E-B 
chicken breast; cook on medium heat until 
lightly brown and juicy. Remove the chicken; 
set aside.
2. While the oil is still warm, add the garlic. 
Cook for 3 minutes, stirring constantly.
3. Halve the tomatoes. Add tomatoes to the 
skillet; sauté and crush the tomatoes with a 
spoon to release the juice.

Jina Armstrong
— By Bill Smith

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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4. Add butter. Once the butter is fully melted 
and all ingredients are nicely combined, add 
the basil. Let simmer for 2 minutes.
5. Return the fully cooked, warm chicken 
breast to the skillet. Cover; simmer for about 
10 minutes.
6. Serve over angel hair pasta with a tossed 
salad and garlic bread.

Mama Jay’s Caramel Orange 
Pecan Ring

1 Tbsp. butter, softened
1/2 cup orange marmalade
2 Tbsp. pecans, chopped
2 10-oz. cans fluffy buttermilk biscuits
1/2 cup butter, melted
1 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Using the 1 Tbsp. 
of softened butter, grease a Bundt pan.
2. Drop marmalade by spoonfuls into the 
prepared pan; sprinkle with pecans.
3. Dip each individual biscuit into the 
melted butter.
4. Coat biscuits with brown sugar  
and cinnamon.
5. Stand the biscuits on edge in the prepared 
pan. Sprinkle them with the remaining brown 
sugar, cinnamon and butter.
6. Bake for 30-40 minutes, or until brown. 
Cool in the pan for 5 minutes. Invert onto a 
serving platter.

Mawzie’s Chocolate Pie

Filling:
3 Tbsp. cocoa
1 1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup corn starch
3 cups milk
5 egg yolks
1 stick butter
1 tsp. vanilla
1 piecrust, baked

Meringue:
5 egg whites
5 Tbsp. sugar

1. For filling: Mix cocoa, sugar and corn 
starch. Heat milk, but do not boil it. Add 
enough warm milk to mix well.
2. Add the egg yolks to the cocoa mixture. 
3. Mix well; add this mixture to the warm milk.
4. Return to medium heat, stirring until  
the pudding mixture thickens. Add butter 
and vanilla.
5. Stir until the butter is melted and the 
vanilla is mixed in.
6. Pour filling into piecrust.
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7. For meringue: Add egg whites and 
sugar to a bowl. Beat on high speed until 
meringue peaks form.
8. Top the pie with the meringue. Bake at 
300 F for 15 minutes, or until the meringue 
browns. Serve warm or refrigerated.

Monkey Bread

1 cup sugar
1 Tbsp. cinnamon
3 cans refrigerated biscuits, cut  
   into quarters
1/2 cup pecans, chopped (optional)
1 1/2 sticks real butter
1 cup brown sugar

1 pkg. instant vanilla pudding
2 cups milk
1 8-oz. container Cool Whip (divided use)
1 box Nilla Wafers
4 bananas, sliced into rounds

1. In a bowl, add cream cheese, sweetened 
condensed milk, vanilla pudding and milk. 
Mix together using a mixer until smooth.
2. Fold in half of the Cool Whip.
3. In a deep dish, place a layer of Nilla 
Wafers. Add half of the bananas on top 
of the wafers. Spread half of the pudding 
mixture on top of the bananas; add half of 
the remaining Cool Whip.  
4. Repeat layers ending with the remaining 
Cool Whip.
5. Chill for 4 hours or overnight before serving.

1. In a bowl, mix together the sugar and 
the cinnamon.
2. Roll cut biscuits in the cinnamon- 
sugar mixture.
3. Place coated biscuits in a Bundt pan, 
alternating with the pecans.
4. In a saucepan, melt butter. Add brown 
sugar; heat until bubbling. Remove from 
heat; poor butter mixture over the biscuits.
5. Bake for 30 minutes at 350 F.

Banana Pudding

1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese,  
   room temperature
1 can sweetened condensed milk

Mawzie’s 
Chocolate Pie
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Ancients Scenic Byway brings visitors to Canyons of the Ancients 
National Monument, Mesa Verde National Park and Hovenweep 
National Monument. Each location preserves prehistoric native 
cultures, particularly the Anasazi, interspersed with interpretations 
of the area’s pioneering heritage. More than 6,355 recorded sites 
in the Canyons of the Ancients give visitors the “highest known 
archaeological site density in the U.S.” Visit ruins of prehistoric to 
12th-century archaeological sites and take advantage of free, guided 
talks and interpretive programs available at the visitor centers and 
museums of each site.

A listing in 1,000 Places to See Before You Die brings folks to 
otherwise relatively unknown Bluff, located 100 miles almost due 
south of better-known Moab. The ancients first settled the area 
around 650 A.D., and Mormon pioneers founded the town of 
just over 300 residents in 1880, earning its listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

What is Hózhó? As many adventure-seeking travelers to the 
Moab/Bluff, Utah, area learn, words don’t do justice to this Navajo 
concept of balance and beauty. The ancient, vast wilderness of 
Native-American reservations and national parks envelopes visitors. 
Gone is the hustle and bustle of modern cities as time and space 
become redefined. Come, breathe deeply and embody Mother 
Nature’s peace, balance and beauty, while hiking, mountain biking, 
rock climbing, rafting, camping, ballooning, kayaking, bouldering, 
canyoning, horseback riding, backpacking, stargazing, fishing, golfing, 
skydiving, bird watching, ATVing or visiting ancient sites.

Travel from the east to Bluff takes folks to the Four Corners, the 
only place in the U.S. where one can lie down in four states at one 
time — Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico and Utah! Be respectful 
of the posted Native-American reservations’ laws while traveling 
through the many scenic miles of open-range grazing on the area 
Apache, Navajo and Ute reservations. Traveling on the Trail of the 

Adventure Awaits
— By Virginia Riddle

TravelNOW
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Adventurers take advantage of outdoor 
sports and photographic opportunities on the 
San Juan River, or at nearby Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument and the Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area located 
west of town. Within an hour’s drive in any 
direction, there are three state parks, Natural 
Bridges National Monument and the Blue 
Mountains, home to Manti-La Sal National 
Forest with lakes and spectacular views.

After busy days spent sporting with one 
of several guide services, dine and lodge at 
locally owned restaurants, lodges, cabins, 
Bureau of Land Management campgrounds 
or RV parks. Hot tubs and pools are always 
a welcome way to end the day and meet 
fellow adventurers from all over the world, 
while soothing aching muscles and enjoying 
an “off-the-grid” experience.

Continue northward to Moab, touted 
as the “Adventure Capital of the United 
States,” famous for its Arches National Park, 
containing more than 500 natural stone 
arches sculpted by water, ice, underground 
salt movement and extreme temperatures. 
The often snow-capped La Sal Mountains 
serve as a backdrop to the different shades 
of red, brown and sand arches. Adventures 
and photographic moments lie within nearby 
Canyonlands National Park with its many 
canyons and buttes formed by the Colorado 
and Green rivers. This vast park is divided 
into four ecological districts — Island in 
the Sky, The Needles, The Maze and the 
Colorado River and tributaries. All share 
a desert climate, so stay hydrated when 
venturing into this wilderness backcountry.

Professional guides, equipment rentals 
and park services abound, but if going solo, 
follow all park rules. Moab offers museums 
and many restaurants and lodging choices, 
including some national chains. A sunrise 
or sunset walk in Arches National Park is a 
must, as is a soak in a hot tub or swimming 
pool during evenings.

The Moab area was long used by Ute 
Indians. While the French and Spanish 
explorers and later prospectors came to the 
area, it wasn’t until the Mormons arrived in 
1878 that there was a permanent settlement. 
Enjoy more beauty by taking the Old Spanish 
Trail that once linked Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
to Los Angeles, California, homeward until a 
dose of Hózhó necessitates a return visit.

Photos by Virginia Riddle, LLC.
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