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— Christa. “On our way back 

What started as a Christmas gift of rollerblades 
in the early 1990s has transformed into an athletic 
adult hobby for Justin. “Being a boy, the next 
evolution once you have rollerblades is to pick up 
a stick and play hockey with it in the street,” he 
said. Justin’s parents saw his passion for the sport 
and registered him for an inline hockey league. 
He later joined the Oak Ridge High School club 
team near Houston, adding ice hockey to his 
résumé, which also included football.

A pelvic injury from an ATV accident forced 
Justin to quit high school sports and undergo 
physical therapy. “I started playing hockey 
again, and the doctor was really impressed with 
how quickly — I guess just because of the hip 
mobility that hockey gives you — everything had 
healed, and I had gotten all my strength back.”

Three weeks after high school graduation, Justin 
left for U.S. Marine Corps boot camp, and hockey 

Life has a way of providing exactly 
what someone needs at exactly the 
right moment. It might be an inner voice 
guiding toward a decision or a new 
opportunity never considered. These 
moments build experience. They build 
families and networks. Aledo resident 
Justin Loos’ life has been full of moments 
that have shaped him into the person he 
is today. From family man to pond hockey 
extraordinaire, Justin is continuously on the 
move, taking care of responsibilities and 
enjoying life to the fullest. 

— By Amber D. Browne



www.nowmagazines.com  7  WeatherfordNOW  November 2026

was put on the back burner. His 
decision to join the military came a 
year earlier following the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks and his 
parents’ divorce. “I kind of always 
had an affinity for the military. I 
always respected guys in the 
military. Obviously when September 
11th happened, it was an immediate, 
‘I’m going to go do this,’” he said. 

During his first deployment, 
Justin began dating a young 
woman he knew from high school 
— Christa. “On our way back 
from the Persian Gulf, we landed 
in Hawaii, and she was there with 
her mom and sister, actually at 
Pearl Harbor, waiting on me to 
pull in,” he explained. “Christa 
and I technically had our first date 
at a luau in Hawaii with her mom 
and my dad there, as well. We had 
chaperones on our first date.”

Marriage later entered the 
conversation, and on a trip back 
to the States in December 2006, 
he bought a ring and received a 
blessing from her father. “He told 
me there’s three rules. I had to 
raise the family in a church, I had to 
wait until she graduated college, 
and I had to get out of the military 
when my orders were up.” Justin 
kept two of the promises. 



www.nowmagazines.com  8  WeatherfordNOW  November 2026

release some adrenaline, get good 
cardio in and just have camaraderie 
with the guys.”

When he is not on the ice or 
attending his children’s games 
and events, Justin is working for 
Lockheed Martin. He attributes his 
success to the work ethic he learned 
from his parents and while serving 
in the Marines, and to his education 
from Texas A&M. “And obviously 
marrying Christa — she has kept 
me in line, motivated me and kept 
me focused,” he said. “Christa has 
always been my sounding board, 
the person to keep me on the 
straight and narrow.” 

Defining moments over the 
decades have built the life Justin 
lives now. The decision to pick 
up the hockey stick, to join the 
military, his once secret marriage 
to Christa, his degree plan pivot. 
The list goes on. But with his 
family, his Marine and A&M 
networks and his hockey brothers 
by his side, Justin will continue 
taking care of responsibilities and 
living life to the fullest.

In February 2007, he flew 
Christa out to California, found a 
little chapel, and the two married 
privately. A couple of weeks later, he 
proposed to her publicly on the big 
screen before a Clay Walker concert 
at the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo. In May, they discovered 
Christa was pregnant with their 
eldest, Jackson, and the two shared 
with family and friends they had 
secretly married earlier in the year. 

Justin returned to the U.S. 
shortly before Jackson was born. 
After serving four years, he pulled 
his re-enlistment to focus on 
family. Christa continued college 
and graduated from Texas State 
University, and their second son, 
Grady, was born. Justin took 
night classes and transferred to 
Texas A&M University. Mechanical 
engineering was his original plan, 
but a full-time job and family life 
caused his grades to suffer. He 
pivoted and earned a degree 
in industrial engineering, which 
is more in line with his active 
personality. During his time 

at A&M, the couple had their 
daughter, Lyle, and their family of 
five was complete.

During COVID, Justin’s 
passion for hockey reignited. He 
discovered an Aledo neighbor 
played for a beer hockey league. 
“It was not really ever something 
that I had thought about wanting 
to do,” Justin shared. “He finally 
convinced me to go out and skate, 
and I didn’t fall once.” 

Justin started subbing in games, 
playing on ice skating rinks across 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. 
Now, Justin is rostered on three 
teams — two veteran-only teams, 
the Dallas Stars Warriors and the 
Dallas Patriots, and a beer league 
team, which includes many players 
from his time on the ice six years 
ago. “Those are the guys that we 
go and play pond hockey with 
every year,” he said.

The Texas Rattlesnakes compete 
in winter pond hockey tournaments 
in Northern states. “You’re literally 
just playing on a frozen pond,” 
he said. “It’s a way to go out and 
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Finding comfort and peace in the 
familiarity of home is essential for a 
balanced life. Befriending a few once-
hidden wildlife guests and recognizing 
a new pastime while relaxing under 
the large oak trees out back are added 
bonuses. Weatherford resident Christy 
Boucher discovered a new passion 
while perched on her back patio, and 
she now shares this interest with others 
on social media.

Christy began spending more time outdoors after 
retiring from nursing two years ago. She spent her 
mornings reading on the porch, but when she glanced 
away from her stories, she caught a glimpse of life 
unfolding around her. “It started with birds — just 
noticing — and it became more of a way to slow 
down and just be grateful for the little things,” she 
said. “You don’t realize how much you miss when you 
don’t stop.”

Christy’s backyard of mature trees provides homes 
for birdhouses and feeders for a variety of birds and 
other wildlife, including roaming deer. She throws 
corn and chicken scratch for the turkeys. The number 

of turkeys has fluctuated over the seasons, and now 
nine toms visit her yard daily and roost in the trees. “I 
call them my boys,” Christy said.

On a whim, she grabbed her phone and began 
filming her daily interactions with the neighborhood 
wildlife. She would show her husband, Rick, and 
other family members the videos and began adding 
commentary. It wasn’t until after a contractor working 
on their home suggested it that she began posting 
the videos online. “It was August of last year when I 
started my social media, From Christy’s Nest. I have 
Instagram, Facebook and YouTube,” she said. “I just 
say what first comes to mind, and I post it. I don’t 
fancy it up. It’s just me talking to them like they’re 
people.” She calls her outdoor oasis her farm and 
often includes the family cat, Farm Kitty, lounging in 
the shade.

Visits from squirrels, opossums, skunks and a variety 
of birds such as crows, hummingbirds, blue jays, 
cardinals, roadrunners and woodpeckers — even an 
unexpected visit from a peacock and first flights by 
baby chickadees — have been captured in her videos. 
Her husband has joined in the fun, urging Christy to 
grab her phone when a new furry or feathered friend 
arrives in the yard. With the Audubon Bird Guide app, 
Christy has tracked 42 different types of birds traveling 
through her yard.

“It really all just started with acknowledging what’s 
around us, and the beauty in it. You focus on what 

— By Amber D. Browne
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you focus on,” Christy explained. 
Watching the wildlife reduces 
Christy’s stress and grounds her. 
“Getting your bare feet in the grass 
and letting God’s creation speak to 
you and just settle you.” 

She has followers from across the 
globe, and one of her videos of a 
tom in the pool has nearly 200,000 
views. It is not about making 
money on the videos as she does 
not have enough followers to 
monetize her accounts. Instead, it’s 
about sharing peaceful mornings 
and her connections with nature.

Although she never dreamed of 
starting a social media following, 
sharing her interactions with the 
wildlife online has been a positive 
move for her. “I find so much joy in 
it, and I think others do, too.”

Christy captures squirrels playing 
in the yard and birds frolicking in the 
baths and sprinklers. She considers 
the baby squirrels comical. “They 
flip and twist and run in the heat 
of the summer. The squirrels will 
literally lay across the bird bath with 
their arms hanging over each end 
like, ‘I gotta get some cool water on 
my tummy.’ It’s hilarious.”

Life can get busy, but it is 
important for everyone to take the 
time to slow down and experience 
the world around them. “I think 
when we’re younger, we’re just so 
busy living life and working hard 
and raising kids, we don’t have the 
time. I’m just blessed right now 
that I have the time to just sit and 
take notice.”
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Around TownNOW

Cindi Neverdousky, 1st; Mike McCarty, 2nd; and Patricia Harder, 3rd, 
are recognized as the winners of the Weatherford Art Association’s 
October Artist of the Month competition.

Amanda Mendiola with 589 Hickory BBQ Co. 
serves a michelada at the restaurant’s new Willow 
Park location.

Fredrick Sanders, director of jazz 
studies at Weatherford College, 
receives the 2026 Jazz Artist Award 
by the D’JAM consortium.

Weatherford ISD celebrates the academic achievements of these Advanced 
Placement students at a recent Board of Trustees meeting.

Zoomed In:
William Xavier 
Chandler

Plans are already underway for next year’s Parker County 
Literary Fest following the inaugural event in September. 
With financial help from co-host Vellichor Bookshop and 
several sponsors, event founder William Xavier Chandler 
hosted 28 authors, illustrators, editors and publishers to 
showcase their work to the local community.

Music was William’s passion at a young age, but an 
original song became an idea for a full-length novel. He 
has authored several books including two novels in a 
three-part series, the Davis McCarty Saga. 

As he continues his author journey, William hopes to 
grow the Fest over the years. “The most important thing 
I learned is that there are so many good authors, good 
people and good will in such a tiny spot of the world; that 
is a good sign for the rest of the world.”

By Amber D. Browne
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Around TownNOW

Lyla, Hazel and Monroe Johnson spend their afternoon 
at the Aledo High School Homecoming Parade.

Aledo High School Head Football Coach Robby Jones congratulates 
class of 2027 defensive lineman Tymon Meeks for being named to 
the 2026 U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

Mrs. Horton’s advanced floral design students at Brock High 
School create a 16-foot mum to kick off homecoming week.

Author Katie Holland showcases her collection of books at the Parker 
County Literary Fest.

Zoomed In:
John Turntine

Weatherford College is recognizing Director of 
Student Engagement John Turntine with the 2026 
Presidential Service Award — the institution’s highest 
annual recognition for service. During the awards 
luncheon in late September, WC President Tod Allen 
Farmer highlighted Turntine’s commitment to students 
and the college community. “Students line up outside 
his office because they trust him to take care of 
them,” President Farmer told the crowd. 

Turntine spoke with students more than 6,000 times 
throughout the 2025-2026 school year. “Service to the 
students is important to me,” he said. “Making sure 
they can meet their goals in whatever pathway they 
want to go on. So, for me, receiving this award made 
me feel good about knowing that listening to the 
students and putting their needs first is important.”

By Amber D. Browne
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11/3
Election Day
For site maps and listings 
applicable to the November 
2026 election, visit www.
parkercountytx.com/118/
Elections. 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

11/7
2026 Trinity Christian 
Academy Gift Market
Explore vendors for gifts. $5. 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., Santa photos: 10:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m., 4954 E. I-20 Service 
Rd., Willow Park. tcaeagles.org.

American Legion’s Veterans 
Day Parade
Parade route begins at the 9th 
Grade Center and continues 
down Main St. to the courthouse. 
10:00 a.m. (817) 594-4101.

Chili on the Tracks
Join the fun for free; 10 tasting 
tickets for $10. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., Peacock’s Feed & Boutique, 
122 W. Water St. (817) 304-7265.

11/12
The Golden Years Gala
Celebrate and support Parker 
County Senior Center and Meals 
on Wheels. 7:00 p.m., Parker 
County Sheriff’s Posse Event 
Center, 2251 Mineral Wells Hwy. 
(817) 596-4640 or pccoa.org.

11/14
33rd Annual Coyote
Chase Race
1-mile or 5K run benefiting 
Weatherford College Foundation. 
Cost varies. 9:00 a.m., 225 
College Park Dr. wc.edu.

Harvest Festival
Enjoy food, vendors, auctions 
and a cornhole tournament. 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Barbecue 
Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.), 
Couts United Methodist Church, 
802 N. Elm St. coutsumc.org.

York Avenue Market
One of Downtown’s most charming 
shopping experiences. Browse 
produce, jewelry, handcrafted 
goods and more. 9:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., 224 N. Main St. d-winc.org or 
(682) 262-1225.

Morningstar Fall Festival
Vendors, food trucks and more. 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Morningstar, 
128 Heather Wind Ln., Aledo. 
emmascloset.tx@outlook.com.

11/16
2026 WCIPC Winner’s Recital 
Korkmaz Can Saglam will 
perform. 7:00-9:00 p.m., WC 
Alkek Fine Arts Center, 225 
College Park Dr. (817) 598-8963.

11/22
Winter Wonderland Market
Shop for unique gifts. Noon-5:00 
p.m., The District at Willow Park, 
460 Shops Blvd., Willow Park. 
thedistrictatwillowpark.com.

11/26
Weatherford Turkey Trot 
Young Business Professionals hosts this 
family-friendly event benefiting Center 
of Hope. Bring an unwrapped toy. 8:00 
a.m., Downtown Weatherford. Tickets 
at runsignup.com/Race/Register.
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9. Remove from the oven; sprinkle 
the mini marshmallows and chopped 
pecans evenly over the top.
10. Return to the oven; bake for 
an additional 5-7 minutes until the 
marshmallows are golden brown. 
Serve warm.

Pecan Pie Bars

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
3/4 cup cold unsalted butter, cubed
3 large eggs
3/4 cup corn syrup
3/4 cup brown sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 1/2 cups pecans, chopped

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F; line a 
9x13-inch pan with parchment paper.
2. Pulse the flour, powdered sugar, salt 
and cold butter in a food processor 
until crumbly.
3. Press the mixture into the pan; bake 
for 18 minutes.
4. Whisk together the eggs, corn 
syrup, brown sugar and vanilla extract. 
Stir in the pecans.
5. Pour over the baked crust; bake for 
25 minutes.
6. Cool completely before slicing into bars.

reads 165 F.
8. Let the turkey rest for 20-30 minutes 
before carving.

Cast-Iron Candied Sweet 
Potatoes
4 large sweet potatoes
4 Tbsp. unsalted butter
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup maple syrup
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 tsp. salt
1/2 cup mini marshmallows
1/4 cup pecans, chopped

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F.
2. Peel the sweet potatoes; slice them 
into 1/4-inch rounds.
3. Melt the butter in a large, cast-iron 
skillet over medium heat.
4. Add the brown sugar and maple 
syrup to the melted butter, stirring  
until combined.
5. Stir in the cinnamon, nutmeg and salt.
6. Arrange the sweet potato rounds in 
the skillet, layering them in the sugar 
mixture, and turning to coat both sides.
7. Cook on the stovetop for 5 minutes 
to begin softening the potatoes.
8. Transfer the skillet to the oven; 
bake for 25-30 minutes until the sweet 
potatoes are tender.

Herb-Roasted Turkey

1 12- to 14-lb. whole turkey, defrosted
1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
2 Tbsp. fresh rosemary, chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh thyme, chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh sage, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
1 lemon, halved
1 onion, quartered
4 sprigs fresh rosemary
2 cups chicken broth

1. Preheat the oven to 325 F; remove 
the turkey giblets, patting the bird dry 
with paper towels.
2. In a small bowl, mix together the 
butter, rosemary, thyme, sage, minced 
garlic, salt and black pepper.
3. Gently loosen the skin over the 
turkey breast; rub half of the herb 
butter underneath.
4. Rub the remaining herb butter over 
the outside of the turkey.
5. Stuff the cavity with the lemon halves, 
quartered onion and rosemary sprigs.
6. Place the turkey on a roasting rack in 
a large roasting pan; pour the chicken 
broth into the bottom of the pan.
7. Roast for 3 to 3 1/2 hours, basting 
every 30 minutes, until a thermometer 
inserted in the thickest part of the thigh 

From the golden turkey to the perfectly 
spiced sides, the Thanksgiving meal 
represents tradition and togetherness. 
These recipes deliver classic flavors with a 
few special touches, ensuring your holiday 
spread is both delicious and memorable for 
everyone gathered around your table.
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Sudoku Puzzle

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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