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Jessica Moore and Gabriel bring 
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To know Jessica Moore is to know her dogs. 
If you see her around town, you are likely to 
see her accompanied by Gabriel. You cannot 
miss 2-year-old Gabriel, a Great Dane who 
weighs 180 pounds. Under Jessica’s committed 
training, she and her dogs have participated 
in competitive obedience, gone on regular 
outings and, over the last decade, provided 
therapy visits.

— By Jordan DeWald
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Jessica and her husband, Kevin, 
have welcomed dogs of all sizes 
into their home, even having 
up to nine at one point. She 
intentionally chose some of the 
dogs, while others came to their 
home needing rescue. Their first 
was a 7-pound Pekingese. Now 
their home has two Great Danes, 
Meg and Gabriel. For the first time, 
they also have a cat who wandered 
onto their property and never left. 
Jessica loves her pets. “They’ve 
always added so much to my life,” 
she said.

Jessica began training dogs 
more than 20 years ago. When 
a family dog became anxious, 
Jessica contacted a local dog 
trainer who introduced her to 
the world of obedience training. 
She not only saw benefits for 
the family pet but also found an 
activity she enjoyed that could 
include her dogs. She loved the 
team aspect between a dog and 
its handler and the unique bond 
it creates. She raised Miniature 
Australian Shepherds and began 
training them for competitive 
obedience. Jessica’s brother 
brought home a Great Dane 
puppy, Hercules, whom Jessica 
took over care of during her 
brother’s deployment. She fell in 
love with the breed and brought 
home a female puppy, Meg, 
and began working with them in 
competitive obedience as well. 

Through that time, Jessica 
learned both how to train a dog 
and the benefits of an obedient 
dog. Speaking to that, Jessica 
said, “I’ve learned through the 
years that if you have an obedient 
dog, you can do a lot more things, 
and that dog is invited to a lot 
more places.” Jessica enjoys 
taking her dogs with her on her 
daily activities, but she has to plan 
for longer outings when taking 
a dog because wherever the 
Great Danes go, they get a lot of 
attention! They can go into any 
environment without disturbing 
it. Meg sat quietly at a Burleson 
restaurant and listened to a local 
musician. Gabriel visits a family 
member in a Burleson assisted 
living facility, also bringing smiles 
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in their Halloween costumes. On 
the same day, they could be a 
quiet reassurance as a nervous 
patient hugged them.

The same patience and 
commitment to training that made 
Jessica’s dogs good companions 
and competitors have made 
them into reliable therapy dogs. 
Obedience training, according 
to Jessica, makes the dog 
“dependable and manageable.” 
That is how a 180-pound Great 
Dane can navigate around 
the equipment in a hospital 
room. Jessica emphasized the 
commitment it takes to train a 
dog because it requires time 
for designated training sessions 
independent of anything else. 
According to Jessica, the sessions 
should be “short, purposeful and 
one-on-one.” 

For Jessica, taking the dogs for 
a therapy visit has never been a 
wasted day. She gets to spend 
time with the dog she loves and 
make someone else’s day better 
while doing it.

to the other residents. Their older 
brother, Hercules, used to regularly 
run errands with Jessica. The dogs 
have all taken trips with Jessica 
and Kevin. Meg and Hercules 
attracted an audience in New 
Orleans, and Gabriel made friends 
in New York City’s Central Park. 
Gabriel attends cattle sales, and 
he and Meg have a space at the 
Moores’ office in their barn and 
event center at M6 Ranch.

A friend introduced Jessica to 
the work of a therapy dog. That 
friend, who took her own dog on 
therapy visits, recognized Jessica’s 
relationship with her dogs and the 
team bond they’d formed. She felt 
that Jessica and her Great Danes 
would be a good fit, and the 
more Jessica explored the idea, 
the more it made sense. Jessica 
went through the certification 
process with Hercules and Meg, 
and then later with Gabriel when 
he joined the family. Hercules 
has since passed away, and 
Meg, at 9 years old, has retired. 
Currently, Gabriel is certified 

through Alliance of Therapy Dogs. 
He visits hospitals and DFW 
Airport on an official capacity. 
Jessica said the hospital work has 
transitioned from patient visits to 
staff visits. Health care workers 
welcome the comfort and peace 
that comes with a kind dog’s visit 
in the middle of their emotional 
and stressful work environment. 
When Jessica and Gabriel visit 
the airport, he engages kids 
waiting for flights and soothes 
anxious passengers. They spend 
a lot of time in the international 
terminal, so they have gotten to 
interact with people from around 
the world. Other therapy dogs 
visit first responders, libraries, 
special needs centers and many 
other places on the long list of 
options. Jessica described the 
work as gratifying. “God blesses 
me with getting to be a part 
of the interaction,” she said. 
Conversations open up, and walls 
are brought down just by the dog’s 
presence. Hercules and Meg could 
bring laughter into hospital wings 

11/6-11/8
Holiday Open House
Kick off holiday shopping. 
Friday-Saturday: 10:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sunday: 
Noon-4:00 p.m. Find the list 
of locations of participating 
boutiques at facebook.com/
groups/1112145605926581.

11/6, 11/13
and 11/20 
Friday Afternoon Matinees
Featured movies include Project 
Hail Mary, Pressure and Fly 
Me to the Moon. Free. Noon-
2:30 p.m., Burleson Public 
Library, 248 SW Johnson Ave. 
burlesontx.com/72/Library.

11/7
Rise Against Hunger
Help package 10,000 meals to send 
to impoverished countries. 6:30-
9:00 p.m., Burleson High School 
Library, 100 Elk Dr. Middayrotary.
org/event/rise-against-hunger-1.

Military Veterans Tribute
Free. 10:00 a.m., Veterans Memorial 
Plaza, 298 E. Renfro St. burlesontx.
com/1707/Military-Veterans-Tribute.

11/7-11/8
Far Out Family Campout 
Bring your tent and lawn chairs. 
$30 pre-registration; $35 day of 
(per family of 5). Russell Farm Art 
Center, 405 W. CR 714. Details 
at burlesontx.com/1754/Far-Out-
Family-Campout.

11/9-11/15
Battle of the Badge
Food Drive
Benefits Project PACMIN. Drop 
off grocery items from a list for 
BISD kids at BPD Headquarters 
at 1161 Wilshire Blvd. or BFD 
Station 1 at 828 SW Alsbury 
Blvd. List and details at 
projectpacmin.org/events.

11/13
Country Western Dance 
For adults 50-plus. Free, 
donations welcome. 6:30-9:00 
p.m., Burleson Senior Activity 
Center, 216 SW Johnson Ave. 
burlesontx.com/320/Senior-
Activity-Center.

11/14
Thanksgiving Saturday 
Storytime
All ages are welcome for stories, 
songs and crafts. Free. 10:00-
11:00 a.m., Burleson Public 
Library, 248 SW Johnson Ave.

11/16
Family Gratitude Workshop 
With KERA
A program for the whole 
family. Free. 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
Burleson Public Library, 248 SW    
Johnson Ave.

11/25
Friendsgiving Games
Activities and snacks. For teens 
ages 10 and up. Free. 2:00-3:00 
p.m., Burleson Public Library, 
248 SW Johnson Ave.



www.nowmagazines.com  9  BurlesonNOW  November 2026



www.nowmagazines.com  10  ??????NOW  November 2026

If your musical taste goes back to 
the popular music of the 1970s, or if 
you lived the ’70s, you can recall “Just 
Dropped In (To See What Condition My 
Condition Was In)” as a song you could 
sing along with. The band was known as 
the First Edition, and it was often billed 
as Kenny Rogers and the First Edition. 
The band had an eclectic style that was 
not easily defined, and recognizing 
“Just Dropped In” coming from the 
same band as “Ruby, Don’t Take Your 
Love to Town” might have required a 
keen ear or a very special fan.

The band, started in 1967, had a number of other 
hits and albums, but broke up around 1975. Kenny left 
the band with significant debt and a failed record label 
known as Jolly Rogers. 

Kenny was born in Houston and had seven siblings. 

His beginnings were humble, but in high school his 
musical talent began to show as he learned to play 
both guitar and fiddle. He played with a few small 
combos early on and landed a solo record deal with 
Mercury Records in the early 1960s. Without a hit 
song during his time with Mercury, his contract was 
terminated, and in 1966, he joined the New Christy 
Minstrels. A couple of other members of the folk 
group left with Kenny to form the First Edition. One of 
the descriptions of the First Edition was a psychedelic 
country rock band. Members of the band included 
Rogers, lead vocals and bass guitar; Terry Williams, 
lead guitar and vocals; Mickey Jones, drummer; Gene 
Lorenzo, keyboardist; and Mary Arnold, vocalist. 

The band had seven Top 40 pop hits, including 
“Just Dropped In,” “But You Know I Love You,” 
“Ruby, Don’t Take Your Love to Town,” “Something’s 
Burning,” “Reuben James,” and “Tell It All Brother.” 
The band’s style was contemporary in its day. Kenny’s 
look was very different from his persona after he 
moved to his solo career in country music. He was 
actually referred to as “psychedelic” and “Hippy 
Kenny” with his long hair, modern dress, rose-colored 
glasses and even an earring. Kenny owed a lot to the 
First Edition, as he might never have achieved fame 
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as a chart-topping solo artist without it. It certainly 
made a mark on the radio listeners of the period but 
never achieved the status of making the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame.

Kenny’s first solo hit was “Lucille.” Recorded and 
released in 1977, it went to No. 1. His follow-up 
hits are well-known and continue to be played on 
classic country radio, as well as crossover stations. 
An example is “Lady,” which was composed by 
Lionel Richie. It was a hit on country, pop, adult 
contemporary and rhythm and blues charts.

Of course, Kenny recorded duets with other 
artists, including Dottie West, Sheena Easton, Alison 
Krauss and Billy Dean. However, the duet most fans 
remember and consider iconic would have to be 
“Islands in the Stream” with Dolly Parton.

Great recording artists produce greatest hits albums, 
and Kenny Rogers’ Greatest Hits, released in 1980, 
was certified Diamond for sales of over 10 million 
copies. In his storied career, Kenny sold over 120 
million albums across the globe. Besides the diamond 
greatest hits album, he had 20 platinum albums and 
11 gold. With 24 No. 1 hits and 12 No. 1 albums, he is 
one of the most successful artists of all time.

Accolades include 21 American Music Awards, 

Academy of Country Music Awards including 
Entertainer of the Year and Male Vocalist of the Year, 
six CMA Awards including Lifetime Achievement, three 
GRAMMY Awards and in 2013, he was inducted into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville. 
In 1986, he was voted “Favorite Singer of All Time” in a 
joint poll by USA Today and People Magazine.

As if his career as a singer were not enough, Kenny 
also achieved success as an actor in the TV series The 
Gambler and a 1982 movie called Six Pack. Another side 
gig for Kenny was photography. He published several 
books of photos, one of which was This Is My Country.

Kenny’s farewell tour came in 2016 and was known as 
“The Gambler’s Last Deal.” He passed away on March 
20, 2020, but his music lives on across generations.

Sources:
1. https://es.jango.com/music/Kenny+Rogers+The+First+Edition/_full_bio.
2. https://www.classicbands.com/rogers.html.
3. https://medium.com/@jeremylr/tell-it-all-brother-
why-you-should-dig-the-groovy-sound-of-kenny-
rogers-and-the-first-edition-80a00140e92c.
4. https://www.kennyrogers.com/bio.

— By Bill Smith
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Taking your first cruise can be 
an amazing experience. It’s a trip 
families and/or friends can take 
where each person can spend time 
enjoying their own activities, or they 
can make memories together.

care. Ships have a medical team for minor problems, 
but the costs are extra.

	

Check the cruise line’s dress code for different days/
nights at sea and requirements for shore excursions. 
Laundry is available at an extra charge. Your carry-
on bags should contain all medications; power 
requirements on board and for other countries (power 
strips are usually banned on board); and a change of 
clothing/swimwear, since it may take hours for checked 
bags to arrive at cabins. For the return trip, have all 
items you’ve purchased ready to declare at customs. 
Carry all documents on yourself in a safe place.

Find the assigned dining room, pools, entertainment 
venues, guest services and shore excursion gathering 
places. Main dining rooms and buffets are usually part 
of the package. Specialty restaurants are not. 

Each cruise line has its own vibe. Some are known 
as family favorites like Disney or Royal Caribbean. 
Others cater to couples or luxury filled times like 
Celebrity. Carnival is favored by young adults. Choose 
destinations and cruise lines accordingly. Inside cabins 
are cheaper but have no windows. Oceanview and 
balcony cabins provide a view, and suites come with 
extra perks. Mid-ship and lower deck cabins offer less 
movement if seasickness is a concern.

Select shore excursions, on board shows, evening 
dining seating, special dietary needs and events early, 
since the bookings fill up. Note the suggested packing 
tips and physical requirements.

Start early getting passports renewed or issued. 
If cruising internationally, check online with the U.S. 
State Department for visa requirements for the 
country/countries you will visit, and enroll in the State 
Department’s Smart Traveler Program. If a minor child 
is traveling without both birth parents/legal guardians, 
several legal documents, including one for the cruise 
line, will require the other parent/parents/guardians’ 
notarized signatures. These documents are available 
online. Prepare to spend more time checking in 
at airports and the cruise ship while those original 
documents are checked and scanned. 

Arrange for international cell calling and medical 
insurance, if needed. Medicare/Medicaid and many 
private health policies don’t cover international health 

— By Virginia Riddle



Arrange for a Wi-Fi package, 
and set it up. There are usually 
child care/activities offered for 
every age. Register children the 
first day. Know and follow the rules          
and schedule.

If sea sickness is a problem, 
bring medication. Wash your hands 
often and well, especially before 
meals and after bathroom breaks. 
Touch as few common surfaces as 
possible. If traveling with a group, 
know your daily gathering place 
and muster station. Check on each 
other often. 

Most ships are cashless. Your 
room key is an on board credit card 
and pass to get on and off the ship. 
Talk to kids about charging on their 
room keys. Gratuities on board will 
be charged daily per cabin, and 
extra gratuities for those who were 
special are appreciated by staff 
who work long hours. Know tipping 
requirements for shore excursions. 
Drink packages and other extra 
offerings might be worth the price 
depending on your plans/needs. 

 

Ship-arranged tours are pricier 
than arranging your own private 
tour, but the ship’s tours will get 
travelers back on time for the ship’s 
departure. Private tours aren’t 
guaranteed to do so. If traveling 
with children, parents/guardians 
must accompany them when 
departing or boarding the ship.

Be polite/cooperative at ports, 
and enjoy exploring in-country as 
a guest. Carry your cruise line’s 
shore pass/key card, medical 
supplies and all other suggested 
items safely due to pickpockets. 
Wear appropriate clothing for 
that country. Listen to the guide’s 
instructions, and follow time limits. 
Being left behind means you are 
on your own to get to the next 
port. That can be expensive. Most 
of all, have a great time!

Source:
Stern, Steven B. Stern’s Guide to 
the Cruise Vacation. Xlibris. 2018.
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Around TownNOW

Congratulations to Stephen Spencer on his hole in one!
Thank you to BCHS students for helping clean up Burleson at 
the 2026 Trash Bash.

Zoomed In:
The Holloway Family

The Holloway family knows how special Whiskey, 
their chocolate Labrador Retriever, is. His family 
describes him as “loyal and loves his family.” They 
said, “His family is his whole kingdom, and to us, he’s 
already royalty, we’re just hoping Burleson makes it 
official!” Burleson agreed, and Whiskey was crowned 
Homecoming King at a celebration for the Burleson 
Animal Shelter at the Mayor Vera Calvin Plaza. The 
fall months bring homecoming celebrations at local 
schools. The Burleson Animal Shelter joined in the 
fun, while raising money for its Sick and Injured 
Animal Fund. The community was invited to nominate 
their pet for King or Queen and vote for the court on 
social media. The Holloway family proudly escorted 
Whiskey, as he accepted his homecoming mum and 
was crowned Homecoming King.

By Jordan DeWald

Emberlyn Reed is rewarded 
by Jennifer Herren with a 
pizza party for her family for 
her perfect attendance!

The Burleson Animal Shelter celebrates their new 
Mobile Adoption Trailer with the sponsors who 
helped make it happen.

Strutter captain, Ayalah Barrow, and 
cheerleader, Cody Vo, are the 2026 
BHS Homecoming Queen and King.
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Around TownNOW
Zoomed In:
Blue Beacon

A new superhero was spotted at Founder’s Day! 
Blue Beacon is a Hunger Warrior with a special 
superpower. He stomps out hunger with his friends 
at Project PACMIN! Blue Beacon is like the kids he 
greets. He loves fist bumps, and his favorite food is 
mac and cheese. Kids can literally see themselves in 
Blue Beacon. His face reflects back to children, so that 
they can see a superhero in themselves, and every 
child’s voice is his voice. His friend, Cindy Mendoza, 
chairs Project PACMIN, and because Blue Beacon 
does not speak, she spoke for him about the work 
of Project PACMIN. She said the ministry “feeds 
weekend meals to 250-plus Burleson ISD kids who 
have food insecurity.” Information about the 501(c)
(3) organization can be found at projectpacmin.org, 
including ways the community can help.

By Jordan DeWald

Members of the BHS Air Force JROTC lead the 
BHS Homecoming Parade.

The Burleson Police Department and the Burleson Citizen Police Academy 
Alumni Association enjoy a successful night at Burgers and Badges.

Theresa and Joel Fernandez 
celebrate Grandparents Day 
with Brady Allision at STEAM 
Academy at Stribling.

Marley Buck and Caleb Mitchell are nominated for 
Homecoming Queen and King at the CHS Pep Rally.

Leslee and Jolee Henning are all smiles 
at a victorious eighth grade volleyball 
game at Hughes Middle School.
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9. Remove from the oven; sprinkle 
the mini marshmallows and chopped 
pecans evenly over the top.
10. Return to the oven; bake for 
an additional 5-7 minutes until the 
marshmallows are golden brown. 
Serve warm.

Pecan Pie Bars

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
3/4 cup cold unsalted butter, cubed
3 large eggs
3/4 cup corn syrup
3/4 cup brown sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 1/2 cups pecans, chopped

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F; line a 
9x13-inch pan with parchment paper.
2. Pulse the flour, powdered sugar, salt 
and cold butter in a food processor 
until crumbly.
3. Press the mixture into the pan; bake 
for 18 minutes.
4. Whisk together the eggs, corn 
syrup, brown sugar and vanilla extract. 
Stir in the pecans.
5. Pour over the baked crust; bake for 
25 minutes.
6. Cool completely before slicing into bars.

reads 165 F.
8. Let the turkey rest for 20-30 minutes 
before carving.

Cast-Iron Candied Sweet 
Potatoes
4 large sweet potatoes
4 Tbsp. unsalted butter
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup maple syrup
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 tsp. salt
1/2 cup mini marshmallows
1/4 cup pecans, chopped

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F.
2. Peel the sweet potatoes; slice them 
into 1/4-inch rounds.
3. Melt the butter in a large, cast-iron 
skillet over medium heat.
4. Add the brown sugar and maple 
syrup to the melted butter, stirring  
until combined.
5. Stir in the cinnamon, nutmeg and salt.
6. Arrange the sweet potato rounds in 
the skillet, layering them in the sugar 
mixture, and turning to coat both sides.
7. Cook on the stovetop for 5 minutes 
to begin softening the potatoes.
8. Transfer the skillet to the oven; 
bake for 25-30 minutes until the sweet 
potatoes are tender.

Herb-Roasted Turkey

1 12- to 14-lb. whole turkey, defrosted
1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
2 Tbsp. fresh rosemary, chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh thyme, chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh sage, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
1 lemon, halved
1 onion, quartered
4 sprigs fresh rosemary
2 cups chicken broth

1. Preheat the oven to 325 F; remove 
the turkey giblets, patting the bird dry 
with paper towels.
2. In a small bowl, mix together the 
butter, rosemary, thyme, sage, minced 
garlic, salt and black pepper.
3. Gently loosen the skin over the 
turkey breast; rub half of the herb 
butter underneath.
4. Rub the remaining herb butter over 
the outside of the turkey.
5. Stuff the cavity with the lemon halves, 
quartered onion and rosemary sprigs.
6. Place the turkey on a roasting rack in 
a large roasting pan; pour the chicken 
broth into the bottom of the pan.
7. Roast for 3 to 3 1/2 hours, basting 
every 30 minutes, until a thermometer 
inserted in the thickest part of the thigh 

From the golden turkey to the perfectly 
spiced sides, the Thanksgiving meal 
represents tradition and togetherness. 
These recipes deliver classic flavors with a 
few special touches, ensuring your holiday 
spread is both delicious and memorable for 
everyone gathered around your table.



www.nowmagazines.com  25   BurlesonNOW  November 2026



www.nowmagazines.com  26  BurlesonNOW  November 2026

Sudoku Puzzle

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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