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ON THE COVER

One local builds a lifelong career 
in design and sewing.
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just be someone who makes 

— my hands a painful reminder of 

In 2005, Lisa took over as designer and 
seamstress for the DCC. “That particular year, their 
designer had quit in the middle of the season,” Lisa 
explained. “I was excited and a little overwhelmed.”

With only a few yards of the original fabric from 
the late 1970s remaining and a limited supply of 
belt buckles, Lisa had to improvise. She reworked 
existing pieces and found similar belt buckles to 
build the cheerleader uniforms. She designed 
patterns when the new fabric arrived the following 
season. “I was allowed to start over. There were 
no instructions. I went off the older uniforms and 
improved them. It took me a few years, and the 
organization was really patient while I developed 
uniforms to a consistent standard.”

At the request of DCC director Kelli Finglass, Lisa 
implemented adjustments to the overall fit style. 
She engineered two significant changes to the 
uniform to allow for more movement and durability. 
Adjusting the sleeve cut allowed for more stretch 
during dance movements, and she also invented 
a procedure to make the iconic crystal stars 

America’s Team — the Dallas 
Cowboys. First coined by National 
Football League Films producer 
Bob Ryan in 1978, this nickname has 
followed the team for nearly five 
decades. But fans flock to the Dallas 
Cowboys for more than football 
highlights, Super Bowl wins and the 
recognizable star logo. Often referred 
to as America’s Sweethearts, the 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders draw 
attention of their own accord, donning 
their iconic blue and white uniforms 
as they perform athletic routines and 
excite the crowd from the sidelines. 
Designing this iconic uniform that 
allows the wearer to perform in front 
of millions of viewers each week is no 
easy task. For nearly two decades, Lisa 
Dobson was the woman behind it all.

— By Amber D. Browne



significantly more durable. “Kelli 
and I worked very well together 
and enjoyed our time during the 
annual uniform fittings. By four 
years, I found my place in the 
process and enjoyed it immensely. 
Every year was so satisfying.”

Lisa said it takes a heart for 
dancers to design the uniforms. 
The uniform is custom fit on each 
cheerleader. “Everything starts as 
a blank,” she said. “You cannot 
just be someone who makes 
garments and sticks them on 
somebody. You have to know how 
much this garment means and how 
important it is to the performer 
that’s wearing it. For those women 
at this point in their lives, this is 
the most important thing on the 
planet,” Lisa said. “The girls will 
say, ‘I feel like a superhero.’ It’s 
like going into a phone booth 
and putting it on, and they’re like, 
‘Ta-da, here I am!’ That is such a 
magical moment.”

In 2023, Lisa proudly passed 
the responsibility of designing 
and sewing the DCC uniform to 
her protégé, Meagan Tate. “It 
was time. She was ready to take it 
on. For me, it was getting a little 
harder because I’m getting older 
— my hands a painful reminder of 
that fact. But, I loved it and didn’t 
want to give it up.” Lisa is still on 
call to help as needed. 
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North Texas, where she majored 
in apparel design. “I had a lot of 
art background. I loved designing    
and illustrating.”

In semi-retirement, Lisa continues 
her love of the craft. She creates 
costumes for dance companies 
in the area, and she would like 
to eventually sew for herself and 
her grandchildren, and potentially 
approach swimsuit design. She and 
her husband, Kevin, spend their free 
time with their grandchildren and on 
travels to Galveston.

Back at her home in Parker 
County, Lisa’s memories of the DCC 
are on full display in her office. The 
coffee table book, photos from 
her time with the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders and memorabilia 
collected over the years bring her 
back to the iconic team. “I can’t 
stress enough what a remarkable 
group of people I have worked with 
over my years with DCC, a truly 
great organization. I will always have 
my part in the history of this brand 
and will always feel welcome among 
the brilliant ladies of the team.”

Viewers can catch a glimpse of 
Lisa in previous episodes of Dallas 
Cowboys Cheerleaders: Making 
the Team that aired on Country 
Music Television and America’s 
Sweethearts: Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders on Netflix. Many 
of her cheer uniform designs are 
showcased in the coffee table 
book, America’s Sweethearts: 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders, 
and in 2018, the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders uniform was inducted 
with other DCC memorabilia 
into the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History. 
Other costumes she has built, the 
“Picnic” and “Curtains” dresses, 
are in the permanent collection on 

display in the Gone With the Wind 
Remembered Museum in Cleburne. 

Over the years, Lisa created DCC 
costumes for special Halloween and 
holiday shows. She also designed 
garments for various individuals 
including Today Show costumes 
for Savannah Guthrie and Jenna 
Bush Hager. Even Dolly Parton 
wore several DCC uniform pieces, 
further embellished with crystals by 
Dolly’s designer, for the Cowboys 
Thanksgiving halftime performance 
in 2023. If her schedule allows, Lisa 
is also known to help a friend with 
her wedding dress. 

Lisa was destined to be a clothes 
designer. “I have a picture of me 
at age 17 months under my baby 
bed with my hands in my mother’s 
sewing box. I still remember the 
day I discovered that thing.” Lisa’s 
mother, Judy Schmoker, allowed 
her to cut and stitch pieces of fabric 
by the age of 4. “She taught me         
to sew.”

After high school, Lisa 
attended Baylor University but 
later transferred to University of 

Photo by Meagan Tate.
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Bluebonnet Paws Luxury 
Mobile Grooming

Grooming a dog can be 
stressful, both for the 
pet and the owner. Loud 

kennels, long waits and unfamiliar 
environments can leave even the 
most easygoing pup anxious. 
Renee Caywood built Bluebonnet 
Paws Luxury Mobile Grooming 
around a different philosophy: 
Bring the luxury spa experience 

Bluebonnet Paws Luxury 
Mobile Grooming
Mobile — serving Parker County
(817) 382-3671
bluebonnetpaws@aol.com
bluebonnet-paws.com
Facebook: Bluebonnet Paws

directly to the customer’s 
doorstep, with one-on-one care, 
no cages and no chaos.

Renee’s path to professional 
grooming started at home. 
Her mother was a professional 
groomer for years and passed 
her knowledge on through years 
of working on friends’ and family 
members’ dogs. Renee took her 
time, building confidence and 
skill until she felt ready to offer 
her services professionally and be 
proud of the work she produced. 
That foundation led to the launch 
of Bluebonnet Paws in June — 
and the response from Parker 
County has been extremely 
positive. “I absolutely love all my 
clients and am overwhelmed by 
the love and support of Parker 
County,” she said.

BusinessNOW

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: Closed
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As a mobile service, 
Bluebonnet Paws travels 
throughout Parker County with 
no travel fees, keeping the focus 
local and community-centered. 
Each appointment is a private, 
personalized experience tailored 
to what the owner and pet 
actually need.

The service menu reflects 
that commitment to quality. The 
Bluebonnet Bath is a restorative, 
full-service bath package that 
includes a warm hydro-massage 
bath, premium wash and 
conditioning treatment, blow-dry, 
brush-out, nail trim and file, ear 
cleanse and paw tidy, along with 
Bluebonnet’s signature finishing 
mist. An optional sanitary trim is 
available for an additional fee.

For dogs that need more 
precise styling, the Hill Country 
Groom adds a full haircut, 
precision scissoring and 
coat shaping to everything 
included in the base service. 
Both packages can be 
customized with a range of 
add-ons including shed-control 
treatment, hypoallergenic 
shampoo, flea and tick baths, 
pawdicures, seasonal scents and 
de-matting services.

What truly distinguishes 
Bluebonnet Paws is the one-on-
one attention each dog receives 
from start to finish. There are 
no other animals in the space, 
no waiting in a kennel and no 
rushed turnaround. Every dog 
moves through the grooming 
process at its own pace in a calm 
and private setting, which is 
especially valuable for anxious or 
senior pets.

Renee is also committed to 
giving back to the community 
that has embraced her 
business. She has volunteered 
with Celine’s Cats & Canines 
Rescue and plans to continue 
seeking out community events 
and organizations to support. 
For Parker County pet owners 
looking for premium grooming 
without the stress of a salon visit, 
Bluebonnet Paws offers a great 
alternative delivered right to 
their door.
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Around TownNOW
Zoomed In:
Barbara Epps

“Horses are amazing animals,” said Weatherford 
resident, Barbara Epps. “They can sense your mood 
and react accordingly.” Barbara founded Equines for 
the Front Lines with her husband, Ron, six years ago to 
provide an opportunity for veterans and first responders 
to share their experiences and learn horsemanship skills. 
“We provide a nurturing, supportive environment for 
those who may be looking for a place where they will be 
encouraged and understood. There is no charge for our 
program and no prior horse experience required.”

Working with horses can provide a sense of 
accomplishment and improve self-confidence. “Horses 
require 100 percent of your attention, which helps 
those with PTSD, anxiety or depression to focus and 
be present.” The organization holds weekly informative 
meetings and will host an open house fundraiser later 
this month.

By Amber D. Browne

Brock High School senior Hayden Waller is recognized as a 
U.S. Army Bowl All-American at a recent pep rally.

J Lejeune presents a refreshing Jolly Watermelon 
at Antebellum Ale House in Weatherford.

Aledo High School wins the first-ever Class 5A Texas Cup 
presented by the Texas High School Athletic Directors Association 
for the school’s overall athletic program in 2025-2026.

The Silver Scene Clubhouse for Active Adults 55+, which opened this 
summer, is now serving up lunch and activities on Mondays.
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Around TownNOW
Zoomed In:
Jocelyn Mckenzie

The benefits of tea have been recognized for 
millennia. Herbal teas can help with digestion, 
promote relaxation and boost the immune system. 
“There is really a tea for everything,” said Jocelyn 
Mckenzie, owner and creative director of Starlit   
Grove Goods.

Just over four years ago, Jocelyn began mixing 
loose-leaf teas and educating herself through 
herbalism courses, but she has benefited from tea and 
herbs for most of her life. “Tea and herbs have helped 
me manage my chronic migraines better than nearly 
any other remedy I’ve attempted.” 

Preparing tea can engage the body and mind. “It 
helps offer a bit of peace and quiet for a moment 
in an otherwise often chaotic world,” Jocelyn said. 
The Weatherford resident sells her teas, essential 
oil-based body care items and nature photography at 
markets across DFW.

By Amber D. Browne

Frances Lilley of Country Crossroads club 
is presented The Texas Treasure Award for 
Parker County by Kathy Smith with Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service.

Weatherford Cross Country Varsity Girls and Varsity Boys win Team Champions at 
the Spartan Mean Green Invitational.

Ann Feriend-1st place, Cindi Neverdousky-2nd place and 
Patricia Harder-3rd place are recognized during the Weatherford 
Art Association’s August Artist of the Month competition.

Weatherford College alumnus Jack Christopher Blair, pictured with 
WC President Tod Allen Farmer, establishes a permanent scholarship 
endowment through the WC Foundation with preference given to 
Parker County residents in good academic standing.
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10/1
Go West Community 
Showcase
Peruse more than 90 local 
vendors and food options. 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Walsh-
Founders Park, 13801 Walsh 
Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76008. 
parkercountychamber.com.

10/2-10/3
The Promise’s 38th 
Season
Experience the full arc of 
Jesus’ life. Friday: 7:00 
p.m.; Saturday: 1:30 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m., Willow 
Park Baptist Church, 777 
Crown Pointe Blvd., Willow 
Park. Purchase tickets at 
thepromisetexas.com.

10/3
Pioneer Heritage Festival
Enjoy live music, log cabins, 
demonstrations, a petting zoo 
and more. Free. 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m., Doss Heritage & 
Culture Center, 1400 Texas 
Dr. dosscenter.org.

10/6
National Night Out
Children’s activities, a corn 
maze and more. Free. 5:00-
8:00 p.m., Heritage Park, 317 
Santa Fe Dr. (817) 598-4325.

10/10
Monster Bash 2026
Enjoy live music, Haunted 
Woods Walk, food and drink 
vendors and a costume 
contest. Free. Gates open: 
5:00 p.m.; activities: 6:00-
10:00 p.m., Heritage Park 
Amphitheater, 503 Santa Fe Dr. 
experienceweatherford.com.

10/16
Parker County Senior 
Connections Expo
Older adults can learn 
about services in Parker 
County through vendors and 
presentations. Free. 9:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m., Northside 
Baptist Church, 910 N. Main. 
To register, call the Parker 
County Extension office at 
(817) 598-6168.

10/17
Equines for the Front 
Lines Open House and 
Benefit Fundraiser
Learn how horses can 
help veterans and first 
responders. Meet the 
horses, bid on silent 
auction items and enjoy 
refreshments. Noon-
4:00 p.m., 172 Jamar 
Dr. (254) 723-0005, 
equinesforthefrontlines.org.

10/24
Crossroads of Texas Go 
Texan Country Festival
Enjoy Texas’ largest one-day 
arts, music and food festival. 
Free. 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., 
Downtown Waxahachie. 
For more information, visit 
https://www.waxahachiecvb.
com/events/.

Some events may have been 
cancelled or rescheduled while 
we were at press. Check with 
individual organizations or your 
city or Chamber websites to 
verify dates and times.
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Pumpkin Spice Muffins

2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. pumpkin pie spice
1/2 cup unsalted butter, melted
1 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup brown sugar
2 large eggs
1 cup pumpkin puree
1/4 cup milk
1 tsp. vanilla extract

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F; line a    
12-cup muffin tin with paper liners.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the 
first 5 ingredients.
3. In a large bowl, combine the melted 
butter and both sugars, stirring until 
smooth. Beat in the eggs, one at a time, 
until well incorporated.
4. Add the pumpkin puree, milk and 
vanilla extract, mixing until smooth.
5. Gradually fold the dry ingredients into 
the wet ingredients until just combined.
6. Divide the batter evenly among the 
muffin cups, filling each about three-
quarters full.
7. Bake for 18-22 minutes until a 
toothpick inserted in the center comes 
out clean.
8. Let the muffins cool in the pan for     
5 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack.
9. Serve warm or at room temperature.

2 cloves garlic, minced
4 cups pumpkin puree
3 cups chicken broth
1 cup heavy cream
1 tsp. dried thyme
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
Sour cream, for serving
Fresh chives, for garnish

1. In a large pot, cook the bacon 
over medium heat until crispy, about        
5-7 minutes. 
2. Remove half of the bacon with a 
slotted spoon; set aside for garnish.
3. Add the onions to the pot with the 
remaining bacon; cook until softened, 
about 5 minutes.
4. Stir in the garlic; cook for 1 minute 
until fragrant.
5. Add the pumpkin puree and chicken 
broth, stirring to combine.
6. Bring to a simmer; cook for            
10 minutes.
7. Stir in the cream and spices. Use an 
immersion blender to puree the soup 
until smooth, or transfer to a blender  
in batches.
8. Simmer for an additional 5 minutes 
to heat through.
9. Serve hot, topped with a dollop of 
sour cream, reserved crispy bacon and 
fresh chives.

Creamy Pumpkin Pasta

1 lb. penne pasta
2 Tbsp. olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup pumpkin puree
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup chicken broth
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese, grated
1 tsp. dried sage
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1/4 cup toasted pumpkin seeds

1. Cook the pasta according to the 
package directions until al dente; drain 
and set aside.
2. Heat the olive oil in a large skillet 
over medium heat. Add the garlic; 
sauté for 1 minute until fragrant.
3. Stir in the pumpkin puree,       
mixing well.
4. Pour in the cream and chicken broth, 
stirring until smooth.
5. Add the Parmesan; stir until melted 
and incorporated. Add the spices.
6. Simmer for 5 minutes, stirring 
occasionally, until slightly thickened.
7. Add the pasta; toss to coat evenly.
8. Serve hot, garnished with toasted 
pumpkin seeds.

Pumpkin Soup With Bacon

6 slices bacon, chopped
1 medium onion, diced

Pumpkin, warm spices and hearty 
ingredients take center stage as we 
embrace comfort food season. These 
recipes capture the essence of fall, 
bringing warmth and nostalgia to   
your table.
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Sudoku Puzzle

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Find puzzle answers within this magazine. Online versions and solutions are
also available at www.nowmagazines.com.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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