OCTOBER 2018

M

A

G

A

Z

I

N

E

100 Percent
Accepted
Shelley Stautzenberger
leads the Mansfield
All Stars to state

Seeing
the Light
At Home With Jerry
& Kimberley Cantu

NEW!
Kids’ Fun
Pages Inside
pp. 38 & 40
Crossword/Sudoku
pp. 42 & 44
Featured Business:
Raymond’s Liquor Stop
In the Kitchen With
Amber Allen

www.nowmagazines.com

1

MansfieldNOW October 2018

CONTENTS

		

8

October 2018 | Volume 13, Issue 10

100 PERCENT
ACCEPTED

16

Shelley and Nick Stautzenberger
give to the Special Olympics
community out of gratitude.

16 SEEING THE LIGHT
At Home With Jerry and
Kimberley Cantu.

22 CONCENTRATING
ON COMMUNITY
Rotarians bring health and hope
through simple changes at home
and globally.

24 GAME ON

Claudine Pascal and her neighbors
meet for fun, conversation and a
roll of the dice.

34 MGM AND
MORE

28 CookingNOW

Discover fun for everyone in
diverse Springfield, Massachusetts.

32 BusinessNOW
36 Around TownNOW
52 FinanceNOW

Publisher, Connie Poirier | General Manager, Rick Hensley
EDITORIAL
Managing Editor, Becky Walker | Mansfield Editor, Melissa Rawlins
Editorial Coordinator, Sandra Strong
Editorial Assistant, Rachel Smith | Writers, Amber D. Browne
Michele Goldberg . Rick Mauch . Jeff Trentham
Editor/Proofreader, Angel Morris

ON THE COVER
Shelley Stautzenberger
coaches a pool of talent.

GRAPHICS AND DESIGN
Creative Director, Chris McCalla | Artists, Kristin Bato . Morgan
Christensen . Martha Macias . Brande Morgan . Anthony Sarmienta
PHOTOGRAPHY
Photography Directors, Chris McCalla . Brande Morgan
Photographers, Lori Baur . Joy Elmore

Photo by
Joy Elmore.

ADVERTISING
Advertising Representatives, Lori O’Connell . Keri Roberson
Steve Randle . Cherise Burnett . Dustin Dauenhauer . Bryan Frye
Jennifer Henderson . Ashlyn LeVesque . Kelsea Locke . Melissa Perkins
Linda Roberson . Joyce Sebesta
Billing Manager, Angela Mixon
www.nowmagazines.com

2

MansfieldNOW is a NOW Magazines, L.L.C. publication. Copyright
© 2018. All rights reserved. MansfieldNOW is published monthly and
individually mailed free of charge to homes and businesses
in the Mansfield ZIP codes.
Subscriptions are available at the rate of $35 per year or $3.50
per issue. Subscriptions should be sent to: NOW Magazines, P.O.
Box 1071, Waxahachie, TX 75168. For advertising rates or editorial
correspondence, call (817) 477-0990 or visit www.nowmagazines.com.

MansfieldNOW October 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

3

MansfieldNOW October 2018

Who needs a reason to dance?

Melissa

Melissa Rawlins
MansfieldNOW Editor
melissa.rawlins@nowmagazines.com
(817) 629-3888

For some people, dancing is an everyday occurrence, no matter the season. They might
wake up and do a jig of gratitude for the new day, a new beginning. Or they may flirt with their
spouse, waltzing around the kitchen, while the roast finishes in the oven. They just might wait
until dinner is over, and then don their boots and head for the club.
Others, however, need a little push to hit the dance floor. This time of year, there are entire
cultures “pushing” people to dance. Around the globe, various nationalities are feasting and
celebrating. In fact, I’m in Israel enjoying the Feast of Tabernacles with daily, worshipful
dancing for joy.
Closer to home, folks in South Lake, De Kalb, Grapevine, Pearland, Galveston, San Antonio,
Fredericksburg and, of course, Muenster, are hosting events that invite you to get a hotel room
near the Oktoberfest, so it doesn’t hurt so bad when you stay up late dancing polkas. Speaking
of polkas, Ennis has several Czech halls where you can go to dance regularly.
What about Mansfield? Well, we have the Kountry Klub, south of town. And the State Fair
of Texas, northeast of town. And downtown, we have Steven’s Garden & Grill, which has a
lovely, intimate dance floor under our starry Texas sky.
Look around you, find a reason to celebrate and start dancing!
P.S. We hope you enjoy our new Fun Pages for kids and adults!

www.nowmagazines.com

4

MansfieldNOW October 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

5

MansfieldNOW October 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

6

MansfieldNOW October 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

7

MansfieldNOW October 2018

Nick Stautzenberger stands waist-deep in the shallow end of the Mansfield ISD Natatorium with three other
coaches. They’re teaching kicking to young swimmers, while a few older, skilled students swim laps, practicing for the
state competition in Bryan-College Station later this month. The Mansfield All Star Special Olympic Swim Team
head coach, Shelley Stautzenberger, stands on the other end of the pool, encouraging everyone from the deep end.
“We couldn’t coach in the same spot,” Nick said. “I’m having too much fun.”
As are all six volunteer coaches. One is a judge. One a police officer, and one is a parks department employee. Nick
works at Novartis in procurement, and Shelley works at Advocates for Special People in Arlington, where she is a program
coordinator. A sixth volunteer, by day a physician’s office representative, assists Shelley on the deep end, tracking times to
send to state so the children can be put in heats appropriate for their speed.
It is important to Shelley to also incorporate non-special ed high school swimmers. They are role models for
sportsmanship and build friendship and acceptance back at each school campus.

— By Melissa Rawlins

Although Shelley has taught school and coached over the past 30 years, she can still tell you the names of certain students
who changed her life and philosophy for teaching and coaching forever. Gregory was the first, living in the Christ Haven
Children’s Home in Keller. He gave Shelley a deep sense of compassion for the struggling learner. “Then there was Preston,”
she said. “He began having health problems during his first-grade year and later died from brain cancer. God helped me
realize that education is so much more than just academics.
“Along came Steven, my first experience with hearing impairment,” Shelley said. She entered into sign language lessons with
him and his family and encouraged her husband, Nick, to join as well.
Soon, she met Anthony. “He taught me how important it is to get to know your students on a personal level. God helped
me realize that many students come to school hungry for food as well as nurturing attention.”

When Shelley met Deon
— whose early years had
been tough on his family,
though he eventually
managed to like school
— she learned that even
a 6-year-old can make a
change in his own destiny if
someone will just extend a
hand. After meeting Chad,
she determined to help
him alter his reputation as
a troublemaker and found that firm
boundaries can be comforting to
a child.
During the ’90s, Shelley was
introduced to people with disabilities.
“Parker was a smart little cookie who
taught me he was a capable student
trapped inside a dysfunctional body.
God reminded me that outward
appearances should never guide our
expectations. Everyone can learn.”
From Andy, she discovered
students with big behavior issues have
underlying reasons for the behavior
that is just a symptom. “Just knowing
he had a safe place to go to everyday
where he was wanted and valued
was what Andy needed,” Shelley
said. “Saying one kind word can turn
someone’s day completely around.”
By that time, Shelley and Nick
had two children. “With everything
everybody did to help train up our
children, we knew we needed to give
back,” Shelley said. Her “advocating
heart” turned toward students with
learning differences, so she added
a Special Education certification to
her degree and, soon after, piloted
MISD’s Individualized Structured
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Learning Environment special
education program for students in the
autism spectrum. “It was wonderful
to be able to sit in an ARD meeting
and tell parents that I knew exactly
what they were going through from
personal experience, and that it would
be OK.”
This passion for special students led
Shelley to Special Olympic Coaching
in 2007, after a nudge from Dr. Chuck
Roe. Swimming has been one of
Shelley’s lifelong pleasures. “I grew up
taking lessons, then teaching lessons,
lifeguarding, becoming a Red Cross
Water Safety Instructor and even a
Water Aerobics Instructor for adults
and Senior Citizens with Arthritis.
It was a natural transition to move
into helping coach the MISD Special
Olympic Swim Team,” she said.
Her knowledge of water safety
coupled with special education
experience helped build the team
in size and performance. She
spent countless hours researching
YouTube instructional videos
modeling stroke formation, because
she knew these students love to use
and watch technology.
“I took a team that only raced
using freestyle to competing in
freestyle, back stroke, breast stroke
and butterfly races successfully.
It takes a different approach to
lead these athletes to compliance
and determination. It takes an
understanding of sensory issues,
behavior modifications and structure
mixed with fun to pull it all together,”
said Shelley, whose ability to network
and identify with parents of this
www.nowmagazines.com
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particular population helped build a
support group for families.
And since drowning is a leading cause
of death among children
with autism spectrum disorder,
one of Shelley’s goals has been to
prevent any of her students from
becoming a statistic. “My focus is
not to build a super athlete. It is to build
a self-confident athlete that feels like
a winner because they know they gave
me 100 percent. Everyone’s 100 percent
looks different and is accepted.”
Shelley was honored with the
Christian Coach of the Year Award
for the state of Texas this spring. She
was given her award by Carl Lewis,
Olympian of the Century. Olympic
gold medalist Joe DeLoach and twotime Jamaican Olympic hurdler Richard
Bucknor were there as well.
Each year, Lay Witnesses for Christ
awards two Christian athletes of the year
and two coaches of the year, one male
and one female in each category. Shelley
is the first Special Olympic coach to ever
be recognized in the organization’s 29year history.
Once the All Stars leave BryanCollege Station, their season is over.
These strong athletes will start working
out again in April. “We have been to
state competition year after year bringing
home the bronze, silver and gold,”
Shelley said. “But more importantly,
we’re bringing home champions who
truly exemplify their motto, “Let me
win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave
in the attempt.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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Jerry and Kimberley Cantu stepped out of the dark and into the light almost two years ago. They
loved their former home in Burleson, but their new home in Mansfield shed some light on what they were
missing — a lot of natural light.
Instantly upon entering their 3,000-square-foot, four-bedroom, three-and-a-half bath home, one notices the
many windows, seven in all measuring nearly 8 feet in height, in the living area and the dining room. They allow
for enough sunshine to power a small motor, and a terrific backyard view. But the house does not get hot. The
faint gray texture of the walls, slight tint of the windows and ceilings that are at least 25 feet tall help keep things
quite comfortable in the spacious abode. “Our other house was so dark. We wanted more light, and we love the
open concept throughout,” Jerry said. “Our last house was more closed.”
Open is a key word for the Cantu home. The aforementioned tall ceilings give it even more of a wide-open feel.
The lack of a wall between the kitchen, dining room and living area continue to lend to the open concept they
were looking for. “I love this. Everybody can talk and visit when the family’s all here,” Kimberley said. “And sitting
at that dining room table is a great way to start the day. You wake up, and you hear a symphony of birds.”

— By Rick Mauch
www.nowmagazines.com
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Hence the name of the
neighborhood, Cardinal Park.
Though they are in an area filled with
homes, there is a quietness to the
Cantu home, aided by being next to
a farm that includes a horse that will
sometimes pay a visit to their fence.
“Harper, our 8-year-old daughter,
loves that,” Kimberley said.
Jerry and Kimberley have four
children. Courtney, 27, married
Brad McKinney in March of 2017;
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Kendall, 24, is married to Bryce
Kohler as of October 2017; Hannah,
18, recently graduated from Burleson
Centennial and is now at Texas Tech
University; and Harper, of course,
still lives at home.
Jerry, who is the communications
coordinator in Northwest ISD, and
Kimberley, who is the associate
superintendent for human resources
in Mansfield ISD, didn’t initially plan
on moving into a newly constructed
home. They had their sights set on
something a little older. “When we
were looking, we wanted a Colonial
style,” he said. “But we realized
the cost efficiency of the home,
maintaining in general, and we
decided to go with a new one.”
Though Kimberley loves her new
home, she said she has also always
had an attraction to older homes.
“My grandparents had a home in
Monticello in Fort Worth,” she said.
Kimberley’s affinity for older items
is especially apparent in her reading
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material. A former
teacher with a degree in
English, she loves classic
books and stories.
Immediately upon
entering the home
is the combination
piano room and library
with a cabinet holding
numerous collectible
books. There’s even an
1891 edition of Rip Van
Winkle and a Methods of
Teaching manual from
1904. There’s also a
copy of Ray Bradbury’s
Fahrenheit 451 in mint condition. “I
picked it up on the square in Warren,
Pennsylvania,” Kimberley said of
the 1891 classic. “The only movie I
think is as good as the book is To Kill
a Mockingbird.”
Adding to the nostalgia of the
room is a photo of her father in the
Air Force, circa 1964. Next to it is a
baby picture of Jerry, and photos of
their daughters are there, also.
At the top of the spiraling staircase
is Jerry’s special room. It’s his man
cave, also doubling as the family
entertainment room, complete with
a billiard table. On the walls are a
combination of sports memorabilia,
along with a photo collage of
Hannah playing soccer in 2007,
and another of Courtney playing
volleyball at Mansfield High.
There are decals of Jerry’s three
favorite baseball teams — the
Boston Red Sox (there’s also a decal
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on the front door of the house),
Texas Rangers and Chicago Cubs.
Kimberley said he takes a “man trip”
every year and visits a ballpark.
The room also includes a sign
featuring Wrigley Field, in Chicago,
Illinois, and the legendary manual
scoreboard from Fenway Park in
Boston, Massachusetts. “When we
got married in 2006, I took him to
Fenway for his birthday,” she said.
And there’s a plaque with a photo
of the “Big Three” in golf —
Arnold Palmer, Gary Player and Jack
Nicklaus. A golfer himself, Jerry won
it when he and his team took first
place in a tournament. “It was nice
to get something like that to actually
prize,” he said. “Usually it’s a bag
of goodies.”
But Jerry said his favorite part
of the home is the center. “Our
youngest daughter loves it. She can
walk out of her room upstairs and
see us,” he said.
Kimberley’s favorite part of
the home is its openness. “I love
being outside, and I have all these
windows,” she said. “And there’s not
a house behind us.”
The Cantus recently installed a
pool in the backyard with its very
own fountain. It completes what was
already a great place to cook out and
simply relax. Kendall and Bryce did
all the landscaping and even put in a
fire pit. “They knocked it out in about
three days,” Kimberley said. “And it is
definitely going to be used a lot.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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A public insurance adjustor who has lived in Mansfield 28
years, Russ credits his parents with inspiring his passion for
foreign travel during his youth. Yet in all his adventures, Russ
had not observed such abject poverty until visiting Honduras. “I
thought looking at the wildlife would be fascinating, but I saw
hardly a crow. It’s because the Moskito people had hunted and
eaten everything. From the river, there were trees as far as you
could see, but not a living creature other than pigs in the water.”
Since District 5790 Rotarians installed the first 150 sand
filters in Moskito villages in 2007, more than 3,300 homes
have received filters. An amazingly effective Sawyer filter, made
simply from a white 5-gallon bucket, allows each recipient to
easily maintain their family’s clean water source. When the
compact filter is reversed, the other side is cleaned. “There is no
limit to how many times they can use it, as long as they clean it,”
Russ said.
On the trip Russ and Darrell made, 250 water filters were
installed in barrios around Puerta Lempira and 250 in the
Moskito village of Tikiraya by seven Rotarians from Honduras,
Lewisville, Arlington and Mansfield. Surrounded by palm
trees, the hot and humid conditions made for long days — yet
Darrell’s “super” drill made assembling the water filters easier.

Concentrating on
Community
— By Melissa Rawlins
Darrell Mitchell and Russ Wilson left Mansfield as
acquaintances. After a whole week trudging through the
Honduran jungle on a mission to bring hope for a healthy
future to Moskito Indians, they returned to Mansfield as very
good friends.
Darrell had been an army engineer and worked in Third
World countries, including Honduras. “With the Army, I enjoyed
helping the disadvantaged and was looking for a volunteer
opportunity,” said Darrell, who currently works as operations
manager for Utex Industries Inc. (formerly SteelTex Fabricators).
When he and fellow Rotarian Russ joined the Rotary District
5790 Honduras Water Filter Project, they found the adventure
they were looking for and more. “I’m an old Boy Scout and Boy
Scout leader,” Russ said. “When I left Honduras, I felt like we’d
accomplished not just the overall goal but also a personal goal.”

www.nowmagazines.com
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Darrell, Russ, John Kazor from
the Lewisville Rotary Club and Scott
Henderson from the Arlington Rotary
Club, took a four-and-a-half-hour boat
ride away from Puerta Lempira, deep into
the jungle, to assemble, demonstrate and
help install filters for the 1,247 citizens of
Tikiraya, who take their water from the
Kruta River or from captured rainwater,
but have no wells.
Honduran Health Department
research proves that after one year using
these water filtration systems, families
experience an 89-percent reduction
of parasitic gut infections. There are
multiple similar projects going on all
around the world: India, Africa, Asia,
the Caribbean, Haiti, Cuba — virtually
every continent.
Rotary’s motto is “Service Above
Self,” and Darrell and Russ certainly put
themselves second to the children they
met during their trip, children who Russ
believes have received hope through their
efforts. Though started by an Arlington
club, this water project is managed by a
consortium of Metroplex clubs that each
raise more than $25,000 annually to keep
the project going.
Mansfield Rotarians will return to
Honduras in future years, and to prepare
for their financial buy-in the club
conducts various fundraisers throughout
the year. One of the most famous
is the American flags that Rotarians
install at every major holiday in front of
contributing businesses and residences.
They also raise money from their own
members, who come from all walks of
life, and every year host a casino night.
The Rotary budget is split between
local and international charitable works.
In Mansfield, they provide college
scholarships, deliver Meals on Wheels,
build Habitat for Humanity houses,
clean a section of East Country Club,
give bicycles to Erma Nash students
with perfect attendance and support The
Caring Place and the community garden
at Harvest International. “We’re not only
out helping foreigners,” Russ said. “We
concentrate on our community.”
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— By
Rick Mauch

There’s always time for Bunco, and no men or children are allowed.
Claudine Pascal and her lady friends look forward to their monthly gathering
to play the game, but they don’t call it a competition. “We just want to have
fun,” Claudine said. “We get together, talk about kids and family, and we
do like to win, but it’s not a competitive thing.”
But, it’s definitely a fun thing. Up to a dozen women can play, and on
average about 11 show up each time. The competition, or event, rotates to
different homes each month.
Bunco is a dice game in which players accumulate points. For example, if
the number to roll is 2, a player rolls three dice, and for each 2 that is turned
up, she gets a point. If three 2s are rolled, a player gets a Bunco, which is
10 points.
When a player from the head table (No. 1) gets 21 points, you move
to the next number. If three numbers are rolled, but they are not the
designated number, a player still gets five points for that roll.
“It’s not complicated, but it sure is fun,” Claudine said, chuckling.
“There’s nothing to study for,
nothing to practice — oh,
I guess you could work on

www.nowmagazines.com

24

MansfieldNOW October 2018

www.nowmagazines.com

25

MansfieldNOW October 2018

whether you roll the dice faster or slower.
Sometimes, when we’re about three rounds
in, because wine is also part of the evening,
we have to look at the dice a little closer
to make sure we counted the numbers
right. And adding up our final score can
sometimes be a little fun to watch!”
While they stress no competition, they
do play for money. Each player puts $10
in the pot, which is divided up at evening’s
end between the player with the most
Buncos and the one with the most points.
Oh, and whoever finishes last in the point
standings for the night gets the Biggest
Loser Award, which is their $10 back.
“If we see we’re not going to win, we
start hoping to tank halfway in and get our
money back,” Claudine said, laughing.
“It’s a very easy game to learn, also,” she
continued. “At one game, we had two ladies
join us who had never played before, and
one won for the most Buncos.”
Non-neighborhood visitors are welcome
to join the fun. However, they can only do
so if there are not enough residents that
month to fill the 12-seat maximum. “They
understand they’re fillers, and they’re cool
with that,” Claudine shared. “Usually, the
people we invite are family or friends who
don’t live in the area.”
Games are always on a Thursday, and
usually within the first couple of weeks
in each month. They are always at 6:30
p.m. Everyone brings some treat to share,
and there’s always wine. But there are never
men or children. This night belongs to the
ladies. “It’s a men-free, children-free zone,”
Claudine said. “Whoever is hosting, the dad
and kids are upstairs or out for the evening.”
The event started when Claudine’s
friend, Kyla Billingsley, asked her a simple
question. She had heard of this game
from some of her friends. “She asked me,
‘Are you interested in playing Bunco?’”
Claudine recalled. “I Googled it, and it
looked like fun. So, we bought a bottle
www.nowmagazines.com
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of wine, got something to eat and started
playing. We just sent out a group text,
asking. ‘Who wants to play?’ There were
three full tables that first time, and we’ve
had plenty ever since. I really look forward
to it every month.”
As does Kyla, who said, “I look forward
to a fun night each month with the girls.
Win or lose, it’s always a good time.”
Another participant and neighbor, Jenny
Crum, said, “It’s a great way to visit with
the girls in our neighborhood, plus meet
new people.”
The ladies who play come from all walks
of life, and on average, they are in their 30s
and 40s. They work in every industry, from
employment recruiting to dog breeding.
Claudine is a travel consultant who works
out of her home. At a recent Bunco night,
she shared a presentation about winethemed river cruising, while Tammy Austin,
Amy Carter, Monique Robinson, Kristy
Dunbar, Jessica Taylor, Kyla, Jenny and
their guests sipped their wine and dreamed
for a moment.
These ladies come from all over. For
example, Claudine moved to the area from
Atlanta. Before that, she was raised in New
York, where she met her husband, and she
was born in Jamaica.
The group will also occasionally have a
theme for the evening. For example, they
had a white elephant Christmas, and there
was a Halloween party when Bunco night
fell on that evening.
But the game always goes on. Bunco
forces them to make time for fun. “There’s
a commitment — a commitment to have
fun,” she said. “We need that time where it’s
not the stress of being a parent, a worker,
a spouse or whatever. We love those things
in our lives, and we often talk about them.
We talk about all sorts of random things.
Sometimes, we don’t see each other all
month. But when Bunco night rolls around,
we all try our best to be there.”
And while the evening includes a lot
of fun and lots of talk about a variety of
topics, it never includes talk of one specific
thing. They never discuss playing another
game as a change of pace. “It’s Bunco
night,” Claudine said. “You can’t play poker
on Bunco night.”
www.nowmagazines.com
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CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
Amber Allen

— By Amber D. Browne

Recently transplanted from Palestine to Mansfield, Amber Allen loves cooking up
some down-home meals. The kitchen is her realm. “When I get in the kitchen, I am in
my own world and not worried about anything else,” she said.
Inspired by her husband and children, Amber discovers new recipes on Facebook
and in Taste of Home. “No matter what I fix, they eat it and enjoy it,” she stated. Basic
recipes are elevated using different spices, such as turmeric. She enjoys developing
original recipes using her creative mind. Family and friends are always willing to sample
Amber’s creations, and she doesn’t mind sharing. “I think and believe that time is never
promised, and the time you are able to spend with friends and family is a gift.”

Smothered Beef Burritos
2 lbs. ground beef
1 16-oz. can refried beans
1 10-oz. can Ro-Tel Diced Tomatoes and
Green Chilies, drained
1 1.5-oz. pkg. taco seasoning
1 28-oz. can green enchilada sauce
(divided use)
1 12-count pkg. 10-inch tortillas
2 cups shredded cheese
Sour cream, to taste
Olives, to taste
Green onions, chopped, to taste
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. In a large skillet,
brown ground beef until it’s no longer pink;
drain grease.
2. In the same skillet with meat, add beans,
Ro-Tel, taco seasoning and 1/4 cup green
enchilada sauce; mix well.
3. Grease a 9x13-inch dish. Pour 2 cups of
green enchilada sauce into the dish bottom.
4. Fill tortilla with beef mixture and cheese.

Close both ends; roll into a burrito. Place
burrito in the dish on top of green enchilada
sauce; repeat making burritos until meat
mixture is used. Add each burrito to the dish.
Pour remaining green enchilada sauce on top
of rolled burritos; top with cheese.
5. Cover and bake at 350 F for 15 minutes.
Remove from oven; uncover. Return dish to
oven; bake for another 5 minutes. Remove;
top with sour cream, olives and green onions
before serving.

Jalapeño and Bacon
Deviled Eggs
12 large eggs, hard-boiled and peeled
1/2 cup mayonnaise
Salt and pepper, to taste
2-3 jalapeños, seeded and diced
6 pieces bacon, crisp-cooked and
crumbled
1. Slice hard-boiled eggs in half, lengthwise.
Remove yolks; put them in a mixing bowl.
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Mash egg yolks with a fork. Add 1/2 cup
mayonnaise or less, depending on your
preference. Add salt and pepper; stir.
2. Add jalapeños and bacon to yolk mixture;
stir well. Put mixture in a Ziploc bag. Cut a
small hole in the corner of the bag. Squeeze
to fill each boiled egg half with the mixture.
Chill until ready to serve.

Garlic Herb Chicken, Potatoes
and Asparagus
3-6 chicken thighs or boneless, skinless
chicken breasts (breasts pounded to
1/2-inch thickness)
Salt and pepper, to taste
3 Tbsp. butter (divided use)
1 Tbsp. minced garlic
1/2 tsp. dried basil
1/2 tsp. dried oregano
1/2 tsp. dried turmeric
1/2 tsp. thyme
1/2 tsp. onion powder
6-7 potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 lb. asparagus, ends trimmed
Fresh herbs for garnish (optional)
1. Season both sides of chicken with salt and
pepper. Melt 2 Tbsp. butter in a large skillet
over medium-high heat. Stir in garlic and
next 5 ingredients; cook 1 minute.
2. Reduce heat to medium. Add chicken and
potatoes to skillet; cover and cook
30 minutes.
3. Push chicken to sides of skillet; melt
remaining 1 Tbsp. butter in the center. Add
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asparagus; season with salt and pepper.
Cook 4-6 minutes on medium heat, stirring
until asparagus is tender and chicken is
thoroughly cooked. Serve garnished with
freshly cracked black pepper and fresh herbs,
if desired.

Broccoli Salad With Sunflower
Seeds and Dried Cranberries
2-3 broccoli crowns, just florets, finely
chopped (about 5-6 cups)
10 bacon slices, crisp-cooked and
crumbled
1/3 cup red onion, diced
1/3 cup sunflower seeds
1/3 cup dried cranberries, chopped
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar
2 Tbsp. sugar
Salt and pepper, to taste
1. In a salad bowl, add broccoli and the next
4 ingredients.
2. In a separate bowl, mix together
mayonnaise, vinegar and sugar. Pour
dressing mixture over broccoli salad mixture;
toss to coat.
3. Season with salt and pepper. Cover and
refrigerate at least 1 hour until ready to serve.

Sweet Pea Salad
3 16-oz. cans sweet peas, drained
1 cup shredded cheese
1/4 cup red onion, diced
7 slices bacon, crisp-cooked and
crumbled
3 Tbsp. mayonnaise
Salt and pepper, to taste
1. In a medium bowl, combine all
ingredients. Stir ingredients together until
thoroughly mixed. Chill and serve.
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BusinessNOW

Raymond’s
Liquor Stop
— By Melissa Rawlins
Raymond’s Liquor Stop
8111 U.S. Hwy. 287, Building H • Arlington, TX 76001
(817) 476-6239
raymondsliquorstop@gmail.com
www.raymondsliquor.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

The traffic at the intersection of Turner-Warnell and
Hwy. 287 has changed quite a bit since August 2015, when
Raymond and Evelyn Masella opened Raymond’s Liquor Stop.
At first glance, one could mistake the store for a warehouse,
but extra large, bright signage marks the way into what Ray
believes is the world’s best business to operate.
A native of New Jersey, Ray enjoys spending his days in
Texas sitting at his store’s counter, greeting his customers
and getting to know them, having small talk and carrying out
www.nowmagazines.com

32

boxes for those who make large purchases. Raymond’s staff
also encourages customers who have mobility issues to call
the store before their visit, so staff can greet the customers in
the parking lot, assist them into the store and help them shop
during their visit. “Everyone deserves to feel welcomed into
Raymond’s,” Ray said.
One of his favorite features of the store is the candy
basket, always stocked with “deluxe” candies. “As long as
children are escorted with their parent or guardian, they are
more than welcome, and we always welcome them to the
candy basket,” Ray said.
A visit to Raymond’s is never the same as the last. You
never know if Mugsy, the Pug/Boxer mix, will be behind the
counter or what sporting event the TV will display. Ray loves
to talk golf, baseball and football. Customers are welcome
to sit and watch a few pitches with Ray and get to know the
MansfieldNOW October 2018

staff. “This helps my great employees
get to know our customers to offer the
best customer service,” said Ray, who
is convinced the employees are the
reason the customers come back. “I
have customers that the girls know by
name, and the girls know exactly what
the customers want.”
Ray and Evelyn moved to the area in
1987 and after Ray retired as an airline
pilot and decided to venture into his
second career. Along with the help of
three of their children, Ray and Evelyn
have built Raymond’s Liquor Stop into
a local mom-and-pop business. Ray also
has a daughter, Elizabeth, who lives in
New Jersey.
The liquor business has its seasons.
“This month is the kick off of liquor
holiday season,” Ray said. “The
pumpkin spices and the eggnogs will
soon hit the shelves. More coffee
bars at parties will be popular simply
by adding more cordials verses rums
and tequila-based drinks.” Ray also
suggested, “If you do not like eggnog,
add some more booze.”
Raymond’s Liquor Stop utilizes
social media to post newly released
items in the store and drink ideas, plus
liquor humor to lighten customers’
moods. They currently are on
Instagram and Facebook. The store
posts notices about the Friday and
Saturday liquor tastings for customers
who wish to try before they buy. Many
of these tastings also help Ray decide
if a new product would be an asset on
the shelves.
“Bulk buying does have its
privileges,” Ray said. His store offers
10 percent off on a case of the same
product purchase, and military, police,
fire and paramedic personnel always
receive 10 percent off. “When you’re
stocking up for a party, that discount
makes a big difference.”
“The customers make this business
fun,” Ray said. “It’s like when I was
flying. You meet all kinds.” If you have
not met Ray yet, come into Raymond’s
Liquor Stop, shake his hand and say hi.
He will be happy to show you around.
www.nowmagazines.com
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TravelNOW

MGM and More
— By Michele Goldberg
What do you get when you begin with our fantastically
beautiful corner of classic New England, blend in dozens of
unique attractions, swirl in some cool college vibe and top it all
off with MGM Springfield, one of the most impressive new
hotel casino experiences in the United States? Why, Western
Mass, of course!
Long celebrated as a “triple threat” destination, the region
bursts with top attractions and provides ultra-easy access and
superb dollar value. High-profile places like the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, Yankee Candle Village, Six
Flags New England and the Springfield Museums bring literally
millions of visitors here annually. Quintessential college towns
and major events like the Big E and Bright Nights — plus craft
fairs, sporting events and the arts — draw millions more.

www.nowmagazines.com

And it’s getting even better and more diverse! The opening
of MGM Springfield, a state-of-the-art entertainment
complex in the heart of the region’s biggest city, provides
excitement ranging from Vegas-caliber shows to top-shelf
dining to incredible shopping and, of course, lavish casino
gaming options.
Positioned at the junction of I-90 and I-91, Western Mass
is regarded as the “Crossroads of New England.” Boston is
a 90-minute drive, and New York City can be reached in less
than three hours. The public is also served by train, as well as
major bus lines. Bradley International Airport is only about 20
minutes from Springfield, making access by air a breeze.
MGM Springfield promises tons of excitement, but there’ll
also be no shortage of activities to keep young ones busy.
34
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Visitors to MGM Springfield will
discover a movie theater, a classic New
England bowling alley, restaurants and
more than a dozen specialty retail outlets.
An ice-skating rink operates in the
winter, and a farmers’ market offers local
produce in the summer. You don’t have
to be a grown-up to get a huge kick out
of this place!
Near MGM Springfield, the esteemed
Springfield Museums offer access to
four world-class museums, plus the new
Amazing World of Dr. Seuss Museum
and the Dr. Seuss National Memorial
Sculpture Garden, all under a single
admission. Right there, you’ve got a day’s
worth of exploring on your hands.
Minutes away, the Springfield
Armory National Historic Site recalls
its days as a powerhouse of industrial
manufacture of military firearms. This
was America’s first armory, established
by George Washington.
We also invented basketball here in
Springfield, and the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame proudly traces
its history. The Hall is completing a
renovation featuring upgrades in their
exhibits. A few miles north in Holyoke,
there’s the Volleyball Hall of Fame,
because we invented that game, too!
For more fun, there’s Six Flags New
England — home to an array of fabulous
rides and attractions. During the month
of October, the park transforms for its
annual Halloween festival, Fright Fest,
and winter brings Holiday in the Park.
One of the region’s most-recognized
attractions is Yankee Candle Village. This
sprawling candle-focused experience
boasts 200,000 candles on display in more
than 200 fragrances, plus a wide variety
of other activities. The opportunity to
craft a wax likeness of your hand, create
personalized candles and dip-your-own
critters makes Yankee Candle a sure-fire
day of fun for all ages.
To continue to explore Western Mass, visit
www.ExploreWesternMass.com. Photos courtesy
of Michele Goldberg.
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Around Town N

Zoomed In:

By Melissa Rawlins

Kenzie Elise and Allie Mae Johnson play on the
swings with their LaLa, April McBeth.

Jessenia Cadena and LaToya Robles
Relaxing and invigorating themselves, two total strangers became friends when they
happened to seat themselves at the same table during a workshop on making bath salts
hosted by Lost Oak Winery. It was Jessenia Cadena’s very first time to visit a winery. “I
will be going back to just take my mind off of things and admire the scenery,” she said.
LaToya Robles needed the same rejuvenation. “Life gets really fast-paced for me
between working full time, attending school part time, baking cakes and launching a
business,” she said. During the Spa Time Tipsy Scrub event, she found mixing coconut
oil into Epsom salts as joy-giving as blending beaten eggs into flour. “If I’m honest, the
chef in me has to choose baking. But, meeting Jessenia was the ‘icing on the cake’
for me.”

Paige Mills, a Ben Barber graphic design
student, cuts stencils at the class she facilitates at
Board & Brush Creative Studio.

Connie Cervantes at Circle S Cleaners hands a
customer her first set of heavy clothes, freshened
for the cooler season.
www.nowmagazines.com
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The Jesse Rasden Band performs on the historic
stage of the Farr Best Theatre.

Alex, Teri, Jesse and Kevin Smith play Memoarrr!
while they wait for the Awesome on the Spectrum
class to begin in Sockmonkey Junction.
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Texas House Representative Bill Zedler presents
certificates of congratulations to Mansfield Mayor
David Cook, StarCenter General Manager Bryan Lee
and Mansfield Chamber President Lori Williams.

Harold Oran serves freshly barbecued meat to
brothers Frank and Tony Dagostino at Smokey
Mae’s Pit BBQ.

Esther Gyamfi and her daughter, Rachel, get
maintenance help from Hilltop Bicycle Center’s
Renee DeLaVega.

Edna Phillips, Faye Rydell, Cindy Gardner and
Christopher Ohan plan the Mansfield Historic
Society’s annual luncheon.
www.nowmagazines.com
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Crossword Puzzle

Solutions on page 48

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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Sudoku Puzzle
Medium

Easy

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

Solutions on page 48
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Calendar
9

more. $75. www.writersinthefield.
com/retreat

Come Grow with Us: 6:00-8:00 p.m.,
Chris Burkett Service Center, 620
Wisteria St. Mansfield Garden Club
provides refreshments and program.
For information, contact Tammie
Pavese at (817) 453-5289

14

Fire Safety Palooza: 10:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m., Mansfield ISD Center for the
Performing Arts. Free. Learn from
live kitchen-fire demonstrations,
vehicle extrication demos, and a
junior firefighter challenge course
during National Fire Prevention
Week. Contact Wes Jones,
817) 276-4778.

11

Business Unplugged: 5:00-7:00 p.m.,
Walnut Creek Country Club, 1151
Country Club Dr. This is a socialmedia-free mixer for face-to-face
networking. RSVP to Mansfield
Area Chamber of Commerce,
(817) 473-0507.

Ghost Tour of Downtown Mansfield:
6:00-8:00 p.m., Mansfield Historical
Museum, 102 N. Main St. Learn
about the real ghosts of Mansfield
on a walking tour of Historic
Downtown. A warm drink is
included. $10/adult, $5/child or $15
at the door. For details, call Chrislyn
Trammell, (817) 789-7138 or visit
www.farrbesttheater.com.

17

Quilting With Heart: 1:00-3:00 pm,
First Methodist Church Mansfield,
777 N. Walnut Creek. Open
membership with no dues. Join us if
you are interested in making charity
quilts and would like to learn more
about and share the art of quilting.
qwhinfo@gmail.com.

20

18
13

Mansfield Historic Society Luncheon:
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., $25. This
fundraiser will help keep the museum
at Broad and Main streets open to
visitors and hometown history buffs.
(817) 473-4250.
Wild Game Dinner: 6:00-9:00 p.m.,
Lonesome Dove, 2406 N. Main St.,
Fort Worth. Join the Mansfield Area
Chamber of Commerce for a fun
evening in the Stockyards. RSVP to
(817) 473-0507.

13 — 14

or karen.payton@charter.net

Nailed It: 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.,
Mansfield ISD Center for the
Performing Arts, 1110 W. Debbie Ln.
High School Construction students
from six area districts compete to
build a playhouse in seven hours on
stage at The Center. Admission is
free. Contact center@mansfieldisd.
org for more information.
Composting 101: 6:00-7:00 p.m.,
Mansfield Public Library. Anyone
over 18 is invited to learn from
Texas Master Gardeners about
turning waste organics into rich soil
amendment. Free. Register:
(817) 728-3690.

Writers in the Field: Saturday, 9:00
a.m.-8:45 p.m.; Sunday, 9:00 a.m3:50 p.m., The Steampunk November
Grounds, 492 Cordes Dr., Hands-on
experience for writers with ancient
and modern weapons, medicine and

19 — 20

Home & Holiday Market: Friday,
noon-6:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m.7:00 p.m., Walnut Creek Country Club,
1151 Country Club Dr. Sale and silent
auction. Karen Payton (817) 453-2111

www.nowmagazines.com
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First Baptist Crowley’s 19th Annual
Quilt Show: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., 400
Eagle Dr., Crowley. Admission is free.
$8 fee to enter your quilt in this show,
call Ann Rhoades, (817) 228-1433.   
Coming Home Fall Market: 9:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m., SAGU Hagee
Communication Center, 1200
Sycamore, Waxahachie. $5 admission
for adults $2 admission for children.
For more information, email
swaevents@sagu.edu.
Halloween Matinees: Starting at
2:00, 5:00 and 8:00 p.m., Farr Best
Theater, 109 N. Main Street. Check
www.farrbesttheater.com or call
(817) 804-5768 for details about
movies and pricing.
International Observe the Moon
Night: 6:30-9:00 p.m., Mansfield
Public Library Courtyard. Families
are welcome to meet with Fort
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October 2018
Worth Astronomical Society. Free.
Equipment will be provided.
(817) 728-3690.

of The Greatest Showman. Food
trucks on site, BYOB and free
admission. Details at facebook.com/
thelotdowntown.

25

Boo Bash: 6:00-9:00 p.m., Mansfield
Activities Center, 106 S. Wisteria.
Carnival-style night of games, crafts
and snacks provides safe fun for
children ages 2-6 and their parents.
Register online early to pay less than
the $10 at-the-door ticket price.
(817) 728-3680.

Chamber Quarterly Luncheon: 11:30
a.m.-1:00 p.m. Walnut Creek Country
Club, 1151 Country Club Dr. Learn
MISD’s approach to preparing
students with specific skills for
success in life. Call (817) 473-0507.

26

MACC Golf Tournament: 9:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m., Walnut Creek
Country Club, 1151 Country Club Dr.
RSVP to Mansfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, (817) 473-0507.
Movies Under The Stars: 15
minutes after sunset; The LOT
Downtown, 110 S. Main St. Kick
off your Halloween with a screening

Methodist Mansfield, 777 N. Walnut
Creek Dr. Come dressed in your
favorite costume for family fun.
Afterwards, we invite you to worship
with us in the sanctuary.
Saturdays through October
Farmers Market: 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,
206 Smith St. For more information
visit www.mansfieldfarmersmarket.net.

27

Texas Country Reporter Festival: 9:00
a.m.-7:00 p.m., historic downtown
Waxahachie. Admission is free. For
more details, call (469) 309-4040 or
visit www.waxahachiecvb.com.

31

Trunk or Treat: 5:00-6:00 p.m., First

www.nowmagazines.com
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Submissions are welcome and published
as space allows. Send your event details to
melissa.rawlins@nowmagazines.com.
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FinanceNOW

Retirement Security
Week — Take
Steps to Boost Your
Retirement Security
To raise awareness about the importance of saving for retirement, Congress has
dedicated October 21-27 as National Retirement Security Week. And the evidence shows
that increasing this awareness is indeed important. Consider this: Some 50 percent of
households are considered at risk of not having enough money to maintain their living
standards in retirement, according to the National Retirement Risk Index, produced by
the Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.
What can you do to help yourself stay out of the “at risk” category? Here are a
few suggestions:
Define what retirement security means to you.
Everyone has different ideas about what a secure retirement looks like. You might feel
that true security means being able to remain in your current home and live independently
throughout your life. Or, you might only feel secure if you know you can afford to travel
or help your grown children or grandchildren financially. Once you’ve identified your own
vision of retirement security, you should be able to determine the financial resources you’ll
need to reach your desired outcome.
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Create an appropriate financial strategy.
To achieve your idea of a secure retirement, you can’t just hope for the best — you
need to create a comprehensive financial strategy, accounting for your various sources of
retirement income: Social Security, pensions, employer-sponsored retirement plans, your
investment portfolio and so on. You need to know how much you can expect from these
sources, and how you can strengthen them.
Be diligent in your retirement savings.
You could spend two or three decades as a retiree, so you’ll want to accumulate as
many resources as you possibly can — and that means you’ll need to save and invest
diligently during your working years. Put in as much as you can afford to your 401(k) or
other employer-sponsored retirement plan — and every time your salary goes up, try to
increase your annual contributions. But you can also go beyond your employer-backed
plan and contribute to an IRA. In all your retirement accounts, you’ll want to include a
reasonable percentage of growth-oriented investments, within the limits of your personal
risk tolerance.
Establish an appropriate withdrawal strategy.
Your retirement security isn’t just based on how much you’ve built up before you
retire — it also depends on how you manage your assets and investment income during
retirement. As you begin to take out money from your 401(k), IRA and other investment
accounts, you need to establish a withdrawal rate appropriate for your age, retirement
lifestyle and asset level. If you take out too much each year, you risk outliving your
resources, but if you withdraw too little, you might be shortchanging yourself on your
quality of life. You may want to work with a financial professional, who can review your
entire situation — income, expenses and so on — and recommend an appropriate annual
withdrawal figure.
These aren’t the only keys to attaining retirement security, but they can still help you
move toward that goal. Keep them in mind as the years go by.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Jeff Trentham is an
Edward Jones representative based in Arlington.
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