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NOW Magazines are high-quality, community 
magazines that are direct mailed monthly 
to residential and business addresses in each 
of our 10 market areas. Each issue contains 
interesting stories written about great people 
who live and work in the community. 

Captivating stories, combined with a 
well-designed ad, will effectively promote  
your business message, With a distribution  
of approximately 259,000 magazines per 
month, each direct-mailed issue allows you  
the opportunity to maximize the return on 
your investment.

Join the over 600 satisfied advertisers using 
NOW Magazines each month and begin  
delivering your own advertising message. 
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Belting out a country western song in his usual nightclub, 
everything felt familiar and routine. Corby LaCroix did not 
know that by the end of  his song nothing would feel familiar 
or routine. As a young musician, this was what he wanted 
to do, what he was trained to do, and country music was his 
pleasure. “I was right in the middle of  a song, and all of  a 
sudden, I knew that I was done with that,” he said. “Every 
fiber of  my being hated what I was doing, where I was, what 
I was singing and the place I was singing in. It was like God got 
inside and flipped a switch. I told the club owner that I was 
not going to be coming back.”

The roots of  Corby’s dilemma began long ago. Playing the piano as a 
young boy seemed to be the outlet for his musical talent. However, the 
piano did not appeal to him as much as the guitar. He remembered the 
first time he picked up the guitar, at age 10. “At my grandmother’s house, 
I was messing around with a guitar and managed to eke out a song, 
playing by ear.” By trial and error, he discovered that he could indeed play 
a song on the guitar just by listening to the tune and figuring out where 
the notes were on the guitar. His playing by ear style extended to piano 
playing and caused his teacher some consternation. “I would frustrate  
my piano teachers. They would put the music in front of  me, and I would 
act like I was reading it because I knew where to turn the page, but I was 
playing by ear. My teachers were fooled for a while, but then they caught 
on,” he admitted smiling. 

Even though Corby’s teachers were distressed at his lack of  knowledge 
regarding note reading, Corby knew his way of  expressing music was 
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“It was like God got inside 
and flipped a switch.”

Strumming 
By

MOVIE MAKERSMOVIE MAKERS
— By Janice C. Johnson

The young woman fled so quickly along the meadow 
path that when she tripped, she fell down hard. Her 
pursuer was upon her before she could get up. He 
pinned the struggling woman down with one knee, 
raising a brutal machete in his right hand. An evil 
grin spread across his face.

“Cut!” Jess Krodel yelled. “The sun’s going down — we have 
to move again.”

The killer lowered his machete, stood and offered his victim 
a hand up. She brushed some loose grass off  her clothing. The 
filming crew jogged several yards farther west, reassembling 
on a low rise where a few rays of  sunlight still fell. Victim and 
killer followed, got into place and resumed their life-and-death 
struggle as the camera rolled. 

They were shooting God’s Country, a short film written by 
James Crawford. Jess recalled the complexity and relentless pace 
of  filming even a 30-minute project. “It takes a village,”  
he emphasized. “A still photographer can work alone with just a 
camera. But to create cinema, you need actors, sound, cameras, 
lighting. ...” A 2008 graduate from University of  North Texas 
with a Bachelor of  Arts in Radio, Television and Film, Jess’ 
precise nature and creative vision make him ideally suited to  
film directing. 

Jason Hatch, Jess’ longtime friend, is currently studying 
filmmaking. He began working with Jess a few years ago. As 
producer, he manages each project, from acquiring equipment 
and auditioning actors to planning and implementing a  
scene-by-scene shooting schedule. And the crew stays on that 
schedule, thanks to Jason’s ability to keep both the “big picture” 
and important details in mind. “Like food,” Jason said. “It’s 
amazing how Lunchables can turn cranky actors into ‘good-
mood’ actors!”

In 2008, James had never once thought of  being a 
screenwriter. But then the Texas Tech pre-law student discovered 
a passion for filmmaking, ignited by the behind-the-scenes 
“bonus features” of  movies. He shifted his education goals and 
began to write screenplays. “I didn’t even like writing in high 
school,” he said. God’s Country was his first script, inspired by 
a chance remark years earlier. While driving down a deserted 
country road, a friend had commented, “This would be a great 
place for a horror movie.”

Once he had the screenplay complete, James looked for others 
who were interested in making movies. Someone told him about 
Jess and Jason and gave him an e-mail address, so he sent them 
the script. They had received project ideas before that had not 
panned out, so they felt skeptical at first. After all, producing a 
film takes much more than a mere script.

Jason took up the story. “But James started putting things 
together: prospective actors, a place for auditions. He was taking 
it seriously, so I started taking it seriously — and told Jess to take 
it seriously.”

Each member of  the trio respects the others’ very different 
strengths and skills. For instance, Jess happily leaves the writing 

Cody Richeson, assistant director;
James Crawford, screenwriter;

Jason Hatch, producer;
Andrew Zocrate, soundman and grip;

Jess Krodel, director.
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TESTIMONIALS

“We are proud to be a part of our community’s hometown magazine, the 
BurlesonNOW Magazine, since its inception. As the only locally owned 
community bank chartered in Burleson, we are happy to have an outlet to 
reach out to so many local households and businesses with such a  
positive impact.” 

{Erin Russell
Marketing Representative

First National Bank of Burleson
Advertiser since September 2007

We always receive great results. If you want a return on your advertising 
dollars, you have to advertise with the SouthwestNOW Magazine. } LouAnn Alcaraz 

Chick-Fil-A, Cedar Hill 
Advertiser since November 2008

“I am very picky where I spend my marketing dollars. In today’s economy, 
as a business owner, I have to be very careful where I choose to spend 
those allotted funds. To use marketing dollars on print ads is fast becom-
ing a thing of the past, especially in Real Estate. The only print advertising 
we do is with the NOW Magazine. I feel the quality of the magazine and 
its distribution area makes it worth the investment. The staff is easy to 
work with, and the end result is great.”

{Harper Team
Keller Williams Real Estate, Corsicana 

Advertiser since July 2007

“I would love to share how the NOW Magazines have helped us out. The 
main thing that I can say is that no matter where we go now, people know 
who we are because they have seen our pics in NOW Magazines. A lot of 
times, that is when they ask us questions about their helath problems and 

ask us if chiropractic can help them or not!”
}

Drs. David & 
Natasha Marical 
Owners of Hometown Chiropractic 
Ennis & Waxahachie 
Advertiser since Feburary 2010

I enjoyed meeting with you last week to discuss our plans for placing our 
ad in the new Granbury Now Magazine.  We’ve had a lot of success with 
our ad in the Burleson Now and are starting to see great results with the 
Mansfield and Weatherford  magazines.  I’m super excited about getting 
our company’s name out to a new market.  I do believe that our ad in the 
Now  Magazine has brought more business to our door than any other 
advertising we have done in the past.  I see these magazines everywhere I 
go, the dentist office, the hair salon, etc...  Simply put, we’ve had a great 
year and I believe part of that is due to our ad in your magazine.

{Darlene McFarland 
Blue Water Pool, Mansfield 

Advertiser since April 2009
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Thank you so much for the opporutunity to advertise in the SouthwestNOW 
Magazine. From the first day the issue came out, I received five inquiries. 

Three of them moved in. We continue to get inquiries from the magazines 
with good results. I highly recommend NOW Magazines if you want success 

in your business. The first move-in paid for our ad. }
Julie Dungan 
Marketing Director 
Arbor House, Duncanville 
Advertiser since May 2010


