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What’s next?

  I hope you are enjoying your summer, even as hot as it is in Texas. I love the early 
mornings this time of year. It was the best time to take in the spring festivals with 
bluebonnets and polkas. The Bluebonnet Market continues on Saturday mornings 
in our beautiful downtown, and if you get there early, the morning sun is still rising 
behind the buildings, and the heat is tolerable. Even though it is steamy out there 
today, fall is right around the corner, and it is my favorite season of the year.
  Are you looking forward to the Friday Night Lights? Of course, I am referring to 
football season. The early games will be a little warm, but once the sun falls below 
the height of the press box, the home fans get a little shade that cools it down. (You 
can leave your stadium blanket at home until the playoffs get a little closer.)
  Another thing that autumn lends itself to is getting out with nature again. My wife 
and I like to travel in our camper van, but July and August can be pretty tough unless 
we head north. Our last trip was to Missouri in June, and we don’t have another trip 
planned until late September or October. By then the leaves will be starting to change, 
and we will enjoy the start of the new season.
  Texas summers are what we have learned to live with. Sun tea becomes instant 
tea. Hot water comes from both taps. Your seat belt buckle can become a branding 
iron. We feed our chickens ice to keep them from laying hard boiled eggs! 
 
God bless Texas!
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The EnnisFootball Facebook page often says, “Once In, Forever In” 
when speaking of athletes, coaches and supporters of the Ennis Lions. 
Jake Willingham and Jake Holland join a legacy of men who have 
announced Ennis football games from the press box, but the list of their 
predecessors is a short one. “When we took the job, they said it comes 
with a 40-year contract,” Willingham said with a laugh.

If your memory can reach back over 50 years, you might recall when local Methodist minister, John 
Dowd, filled the role. Don Washburn followed John for about 25 years, then Don Howard served at 
the mike from 2004 until just two years ago. Howard mentioned that his spotter in the booth was 
originally Dr. Raymond Cook, but after Dr. Cook left, David Dickerson joined the booth for a number 
of years. So, Howard was in the booth just after Holland and Willingham were on the field on some 
very successful Lion football teams. Holland graduated in 2003, and Willingham in 2004. Both men 
were coached by current Head Football Coach Sam Harrell and Willingham’s father, Ennis Defensive 
Coordinator Paul Willingham.

In the booth, the guys divide the work, with Holland focusing on the defense and special teams, 
while Willingham watches the offense. They have also had EHS student, Jack Barton, in the box with 
them providing additional insight. “Jack gives us down and distance information, and helps identify 
players if we need him to,” Willingham mentioned. “Jack will be a senior this year, and we are looking 
forward to him being with us at least one more season.”

“We want to identify the players and make sure we get their names correct,” he continued. “Some 
of the names can be a challenge, and that is another place where Jack helps, because he goes to 
school with them. If there are some difficult names on the other team’s roster, we will ask one of their 
coaches if we have time. Sometimes, though, we get the names just before the game starts, so we 
just do the best we can.”

Holland mentioned that they try to “get some love to the offensive linemen” when they can. 
“Those guys work hard, but they get little recognition.”

— By Bill Smith
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When Willingham was asked to 
announce the games, Holland was 
the first person he thought of to share 
the booth with him. “I sent Jake a text 
asking him to be the spotter, and he 
replied, ‘Sure. What’s a spotter?’”

Both Jakes were born in Ennis and 
are happy to be back here, raising 
their families and being part of the 
community. Willingham is married with 
two children. His vocation is real estate, 
and he also serves on the board of the 
Ennis Education Foundation. “Having 
previously been a teacher, I understand 
that the school has needs that are not 
provided by the state. I am proud to 
be a part of it. The Foundation was 
organized in 2014 and is off to a very 
good start. I think it is only going to get 
bigger. It is a good cause to support.”

Holland is also married and has three 
children in the Ennis public schools. 
His education is in civil engineering, 
and he works as a project manager for 
The Beck Group. “Ennis is a great place 
to raise a family, and we are happy to 
be here where our kids can see their 
grandparents. I was on the Planning and 
Zoning board with the city for 10 years, 
and I currently serve as mayor pro tem. 
These are just a couple of ways to stay 
involved and give something back to 
the community.”

Much more goes into preparation 
for calling a game than most people 
likely realize. “We get to the stadium 
early enough to get things ready, but 
even then, we have to be flexible,” 
Willingham said. “Sometimes the other 
team is late, or perhaps their band is 
late. We announce the songs and the 
pledge. We plan, and schedule time for, 
a student council gift exchange before 
the game, but sometimes the other 

school comes unprepared for that. Of 
course, there is the coin toss before the 
game with the captains and the officials. 
Before and during the game, we are 
also announcing sponsorships of things 
like scores and first downs. We try to 
get everyone the recognition that they 
and the fans expect. We get a printed 
agenda from the athletic director, but 
there is usually some ‘tweaking’ that 
needs to be done.”

While Willingham is the announcer 
and Holland is the spotter, there was 
one game that Willingham had to miss, 
so Holland announced. “I called my 
friend, Blake Butler, and asked him to 
be my spotter. He said the same thing I 
had said to Willingham when he asked 
me, ‘What’s a spotter?’” he recalled.

These guys obviously enjoy the 
action on the field, but they must try to 
just announce the game without adding 
any of their own color or favoritism. 
“We may have been a little more 
colorful the second year, but our job is 
to just provide information and not give 
our opinions,” Willingham related.

“We get to see some exciting 
football. We were amazed during 
Gracen Harris’ first game. He had 
several long catches and was essentially 
unknown before that game. We 
experienced the disappointing loss 
to Colleyville Heritage along with 
every other Ennis fan, including the 
inadvertent time out during the last 
series,” Willingham continued.

“I’m thankful we are able to be a 
part of this,” Willingham said. “We 
learned a lot about football from our 
high school coaches. This job only 
requires about five Friday nights a year, 
but we don’t take it lightly. It is a lot of 
fun, too.”
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“Ellis County is still one of the best 
real estate markets in the country,” 
Marlene related. “There are a lot of 
people transferring to Texas. The buyer 
can get more for their money here, 
especially compared to North Dallas. 
There is still room to acquire property in 
the country, also.”

City Real Estate is poised to lead the 
area in real estate transactions. “One of 
the unique things about our agency is 
the way our agents are able to build their 
business around themselves. They can 
put their personal phone number on their 
listings. They work together and support 
one another, doing what is best for their 
clients,” Wayne added.

“We get a lot of support from the 
community, including our city leaders,” 
he continued. “We also give back to the 
community through our work with 
veterans and other organizations. One of 
the things we have done for many years 
is provide scholarships for high school 
seniors. Last year, we were able to give 15 
scholarships, each $1,500. All of the 
money for them is donated from our 
agents from their sales commissions.”

Wayne mentioned the relationship City 
Real Estate has with Guild Mortgage as 
another plus for their agency, and both 
he and Marlene said they are optimistic 
about the real estate market in Ennis. 
Marlene exclaimed, “Everyone gets 
excited about a new home!”

psychological effect, but frankly, I was in 
the business for 24 years before I closed 
a deal under 6 percent.”

“The biggest impact of the current 
market is on the first-time home buyer,” 
Marlene mentioned. “Coming into the 
market, they may find that first home 
stretches them a little too far.”

Wayne agreed, saying, “Now, they are 
starting to see the reality. It may be harder 
to qualify for that first loan.” They both 
agreed that there is a lot of inventory on 
the market right now, because there has 
been a lot of new construction that has 
been difficult to close on. “Building 
materials have increased along with the 
interest rates,” he added.

Wayne and Marlene Norcross, owners of City Real Estate, are 
both natives of Ellis County. They have served the local 
community since 2009 when Wayne opened the Ennis office, 
although Wayne’s real estate career spans many more years. “I 
opened an office in Waxahachie in 1991, and just a couple of 
years later, I met Marlene. She was transferred to Las Vegas with 
her position with Neiman Marcus and, because love makes you 

City Real Estate
101 NW Main Street
Ennis, TX 75119
info@citytxrealestate.com
(972) 878-2222
https://www.citytxrealestate.com
https://www.facebook.com/cityrealestatetx/
https://www.instagram.com/cityrealestate1/

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

City Real 
Estate

BusinessNOW

  — By Bill Smith

do crazy things, I followed her out there and sold properties in 
the booming Las Vegas market,” he recalled with a smile. 
“During my first year in Vegas, I led the company in sales.

“We opened City Real Estate in Ennis in 2009 with five 
agents: Linda Rudd, Kim Lu, Jackie Junger, Liz Taylor and 
Amelia Valdez. The firm now employs 54 agents and 
five brokers.”

Wayne was quick to compliment Marlene on her real estate 
success, saying, “She’s done a really good job and has been 
our top producer for the past four years.”

Marlene added, “The transition from retail to real estate is a 
natural one. It is all about building relationships and building 
trust, especially for first-time home buyers.”

“The real estate business typically has a market adjustment 
about every three or four years,” Wayne continued. “It has 
actually been about seven years since the last adjustment, but 
we are in one now. We have moved from a seller’s market to a 
buyer’s market. The recent change in interest rates has a 

“We get a lot of support 
from the community, 
including our city leaders.”
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to the

2023-2024 
School Year!
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We want to welcome all of our 
students back to campus for the 
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Tip Line: 
As an added safety measure, EISD has a Tip Line. This Tip Line is posted on the home page of the 
EISD website, on each campus website, and on the district mobile app. If anyone were to suspect or 
become aware of any students or adults in a school who are planning or acting in an unsafe manner, 
they can report it. This includes, but is not limited to, the use or possession of drugs or weapons, and/ 
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Samantha Honza and Kelly Ray sign up 
participants for Ennis Pee Wee Football and Cheer.

Magician Mike Corry entertains at 
Minnie McDowal Park.

Lincoln Wright tries on his new bicycle 
helmet.

Charlie Patak brings a musical program 
to the Lions Club.

Zoomed In:
Felix Binder

Nine-year-old Felix Binder was selling lemonade in his front yard on a 
warm Saturday morning with a purpose. “I am saving up to buy fireworks!” he 
said with a measure of excitement.

Felix and his family have been in Ennis for about three years. He said he 
has a large family, and he is just about right in the middle with two younger 
sisters. “I will be in the fourth grade next year, and I am homeschooled,” he 
said. “My favorite subject is science.”

Besides school, he enjoys being outdoors. “I like to build things. 
I have wood, bricks and scrap metal that I use, and I like to build forts to 
play in.”

By Bill Smith

Joseph and Clay Taylor enjoy ice cream on a warm morning at 
Bluebonnet Market.

Around Town   NOW
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Peyton and Kelton Schiffner enjoy the 
Ennis Puppy Patch with their dog, Mia.

Ranae Harrison and Toni Lee register kids 
for Vacation Bible School.

Charlie Patak brings a musical program 
to the Lions Club.

Around Town   NOW
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1 cup powdered sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. maraschino cherry juice
1/2 tsp. almond extract
6 drops red food coloring (optional)
2 1/4 cups flour
1/2 cup maraschino cherries, drained  
   and chopped
3/4 cup miniature semisweet  
   chocolate chips

1. In the bowl of a stand mixer, beat the 
butter, powdered sugar, salt, cherry juice, 
almond extract and food coloring, if using. 
Gradually beat in the flour.
2. Add the chopped cherries while the 
mixer is on low speed. Remove the bowl 
from the mixer; fold in the chocolate chips.
3. Drop rounded tablespoonfuls onto 
parchment-lined cookie sheets. Bake at 350 
F for 8-10 minutes, or until slightly browned 
on the edges.
4. Transfer to wire racks to cool completely. 
Store in airtight containers.

Gumbo

3 large boneless, skinless chicken  
   breast halves
Salt, to taste
Pepper, to taste
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 lb. smoked sausage, cut into  
   1/4-inch slices
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
5 Tbsp. margarine (divided use)
1 large onion, chopped
8 cloves garlic, minced
1 green bell pepper, seeded and chopped
3 stalks celery, chopped
1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce
1/4 bunch flat-leaf parsley, stems and  
   leaves, coarsely chopped, plus  
   chopped leaves for garnish
4 cups hot water
5 beef bouillon cubes
1 14-oz. can stewed tomatoes with juice
2 cups frozen sliced okra
4 green onions, sliced (white and  
   green parts)
1/2 lb. small shrimp, peeled, deveined  
   and cooked

1. Season the chicken with salt and pepper.
2. Heat the oil in a heavy-bottomed Dutch 
oven over medium-high heat.
3. Cook the chicken until browned on both 
sides; remove.
4. Add the sausage. Cook until browned; 
remove.
5. Make a roux by sprinkling the flour over 
the oil. Add 2 Tbsp. of the margarine; cook 
over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until 
brown, about 10 minutes. Let the roux cool.
6. Return the Dutch oven to low heat; melt 
the remaining 3 Tbsp. of margarine.
7. Add the onion, garlic, green pepper and 

5 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tsp. lemon extract
2 cups cake flour
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 Tbsp. cinnamon

1. Cream the sugar and shortening together 
in a mixing bowl. 
2. Add the eggs to a separate mixing bowl, 
one at a time, beating vigorously after  
each addition.
3. Add the eggs to the creamed sugar  
and shortening.
4. Add the vanilla extract and lemon extract; 
mix until well blended. Fold in the flour.
5. Pour 1/2 of the mixture into a baking 
pan. Spread the brown sugar and cinnamon 
around the top. Add the other half of the 
mixture, so the brown sugar and cinnamon 
are in the middle.
6. Bake at 275 F for 1 hour and 10 minutes.

Maraschino Cherry Cookies

1 cup butter, softened
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2. Add the garlic and cumin. Cook, stirring 
frequently, for 1 minute.
3. Add the broth, beans, chickpeas, chiles, 
cloves and cayenne; stir to combine. 
Increase heat to medium-high; bring to a 
boil. Reduce to a simmer; cook for 3-5 
more minutes until thickened a tiny bit.
4. Remove from heat. Run a potato masher 
or fork through 5-6 times just to smash a 
few of the beans. This will help thicken it all 
up. Squeeze the lime over the top; stir. Taste 
and add additional salt and pepper, if desired.
5. Serve with assorted toppings, if desired.

celery; cook for 10 minutes.
8. Add the Worcestershire sauce, salt and 
pepper to taste and the 1/4 bunch of parsley. 
Cook, stirring frequently, for 10 minutes.
9. Add the hot water and bouillon cubes, 
whisking constantly.
10. Add the chicken and sausage. Bring to 
a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 
45 minutes.
11. Add the tomatoes and okra. Cover; 
simmer for 1 hour. Just before serving, add the 
green onions, shrimp and chopped parsley.

White Bean Chili

2 tsp. olive oil
1/2 medium onion, diced (about 1 cup)

1 tsp. dried oregano
1/4 tsp. kosher salt, plus more to taste
1/8 tsp. freshly ground black pepper,  
    plus more to taste
3 medium cloves garlic, peeled  
   and minced
2 tsp. ground cumin
2 cups low-sodium vegetable broth
1 15-oz. can cannellini beans, rinsed
1 15-oz. can navy beans, rinsed
1 15-oz. can chickpeas, rinsed
1 4-oz. can diced green chiles
1/4 tsp. ground cloves
1/8 to 1/4 tsp. ground cayenne red  
   pepper, or less to taste
Juice of 1 medium lime

Optional Toppings:
Fresh cilantro
Lime wedges, to squeeze on top
Scallions, sliced
Onions, diced
Cheese, grated
Avocado, diced
Organic sour cream or cashew  
   sour cream

1. Set a medium-to-large pot over low heat. 
Add the olive oil, onions, oregano, 1/4 
tsp. salt and 1/8 tsp. black pepper. Cook, 
stirring occasionally, until the onions are soft 
and translucent, about 8 minutes.

Pound Cake With Cinnamon 
and Brown Sugar Crumble
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physician recruited into the newly 
visioned Baylor Health Care System. As 
a result, Dr. Jinks agreed to a three-year 
commitment to Ennis with plans to 
move to a larger city when his contract 
was up. “But Ennis was a great fit for 
our family and for my medical career, 
and so we stayed,” he recalled.

As odd as it seems, a choice between journalism and 
medicine was the decision facing Dr. Larry Jinks in high 
school. “At Grand Prairie High School, I wanted to be an 
athlete, but I had neither the physical attributes nor the skills 
to succeed, so I became the sports editor of the school 
newspaper to stay close to the action. At the same time, I 
loved the life sciences and saw many opportunities there,” 
he said.

In the end, he and his best friend decided to pursue 
medicine and went to UT-Austin together. After the first 

Ennis Doctors Center
802 W. Lampasas
Ennis, TX 75119
www.ennisdocs.com
(972) 875-4700

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00-11:30 a.m.

Ennis Doctors 
Center

BusinessNOW

year, Dr. Jinks transferred to UT-Arlington to complete 
his undergraduate degree because “that was where my 
sweetheart, Beverly, was. 

“During my first medical school interview, the professor 
observed that there were 500 applicants with perfect 
academic records applying that year. For the first time, 
I realized that I might not get in and considered other 
options,” he noted. But he was accepted at The University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas. He and Beverly 
were married in 1977, and they made their home on the 
island. Their early married life was far away from family and 
friends, but they would later see that as a growth experience 
in their marriage. “I entered medical school with a bit of a 
chip on my shoulder, as many thought that my chances of 
a successful academic career would be hampered by my 
marital status,” he recalled. His dedication to his studies 
and their perseverance as a married couple paid off, and he 
became a physician in 1981. 

Dr. Jinks did his internal medicine residency at Baylor 
University Medical Center and was privileged to be the first 
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Over the past 39 years, Ennis 
Doctors Center has grown to provide 
a wide variety of medical services and 
specialties including internal medicine, 
family practice, cardiology, orthopedic 
surgery, general and vascular surgery 
and nephrology. “I pride myself in being 
a doctor that gets to know his patients, 
as I believe that it allows me to provide 
a higher level of care,” Dr. Jinks related. 
Within one facility, there are physicians 
and nurse practitioners who can care 
for patients from pediatrics to geriatrics.  

Spending time getting to know 
their patients is one of the things 
that sets Ennis Doctors Center apart. 
“The philosophy of personal care is 
an essential part of every area of the 
practice,” Dr. Jinks continued. “We 
want our employees to know our 
patients as people and not simply by 
their medical problems. Our providers 
spend time asking questions to gain a 
deeper understanding of who they are 
as people because it allows them to 
provide better care. As we learn more 
about their life stresses and challenges 
as well as about the celebrations 
they have in their life, a more holistic 
approach to their care is possible.”

Dr. Jinks concluded, “At the end 
of the day, I think everything that 
happens in the clinic reflects upon me 
personally. I want people to choose us 
because they trust us, and they know 
that we care.”
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Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
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