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Listen closely …

	Thunder, lightning, breezes or high winds, spring showers and storms — they 
all roll across our Texas plains. Coyotes howl, and owls hoot every evening as I sit 
outside enjoying the nice temps and stars. By day, I hear the flap of the pelicans, 
glossy ibis and cranes’ wings as they land on my lake for a short fishing respite before 
continuing their travels north. The hummingbirds visit all day long at the feeders 
placed near my patio, and hawks hunt while smaller songbird species return to my 
ranch pastures. Spring, going into summer, is my favorite time of year. The gardens are 
in bloom, and nature’s choir and orchestra are at their best.

	Speaking of gardens, area farmers markets are beginning to bring in the bounty. 
Many are already stocked with vegetable and ornamental plants, as we gardeners dig, 
trim, edge and mow weekly. Much of my yard is native grasses and flowering plants 
the birds have kindly seeded over my land during the past year. Faithfully, however, 
my irises have been blooming since mid-March. These bulbs were started in my 
Grandfather Bates’ backyard in Mexia. After I built my first home in South Texas, he 
shared his white and yellow iris bulbs with me so I could landscape my home. I have 
dug and moved those bulbs over the years from there to the state’s capital, to the 
Texas Panhandle and now back to Central Texas. No matter the climate or soil, these 
bulbs have multiplied over the years, so I can share them with my children and will 
soon do so with my oldest grandson who has bought his first home. What a joy! 

Enjoy these moments!
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healthy. I left my hometown for Laredo, Mexico, seeking 
funds for studies. I became a musician and worked at the 
international bridge.”

Gloria grew up in Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, across the 
border from Del Rio, Texas. “I played a lot of cowboys 
and Indians when I was growing up, and I liked to sing,” 
Gloria remembered. At age 17, Gloria met Pedro in Laredo 
and found they shared a love for God and music. “We got 
married, and God has blessed us with five boys, two who 
are pastors,” Gloria added. “Joshua is the worship leader, 
youth pastor and associate pastor at Templo Avivamiento, 
and our other minister son is in Mexico. We lived in 
Laredo, and when our first two sons were small, we came 
to beautiful Corsicana. God has been good to us. We 
have beautiful sons, grandkids and great-grandkids and a 
beautiful congregation.” As their ministry has grown, Pedro 
and Gloria’s family has also grown. The couple has 14 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.

With a family to support, Pedro and Gloria found 
employment in Corsicana quickly after their arrival. Pedro 
worked at several local companies, including Collin Street 
Bakery. Gloria opened the first taqueria in Corsicana, Taco 

— By Virginia Riddle

A journey that began in Mexico in the 
1940s brought the ministers and founders 
of Templo Avivamiento to Corsicana. “We 
came because of God in 1974 when I was 
27 years old. He wanted us here because 
of people with addictions and marriages 
in need of restoring,” Pedro Aceves said. 
“At that time, there was only one Spanish 
speaking ministry in town at the Baptist 
church.” Since then, Pedro and his wife, 
Gloria, have founded five churches, Templo 
Avivamiento in Corsicana, one in Dallas 
and three churches in Mexico.

Their busy lifestyle began while growing up in separate 
towns in Mexico. “My childhood was beautiful in Coyula, 
Guadalajara,” Pedro recalled. “Everything was so organic and 
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Laredo, in an old laundromat building 
and then bought the first food truck in 
Corsicana. “Lines were everywhere to get 
my mom’s tamales,” Josh Aceves recalled.

But the couple still had their 
journey’s course set on the ministry and 
studies. They majored in theology at 
the International Theological University 
of Florida and began their church. Pedro 
has been the pastor, leader and mentor, 
and Gloria has been the preacher, 
janitor and singer. “Mom has always set 
up the ground floor work and worked 
hard,” Josh said. “They did anything 
that had to be done, so now they 
do the more relaxing things needed. 
However, Mom picks up a mic every so 
often and sings and preaches.”

“I have 10 recordings, and I like to 
sing even more now that I’m older,” 
Gloria said.

The church has several outreach 
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those with buffets. 
“The economy has been challenging, 

but God has backed us in everything 
we have built and brought the right 
people to us at the right time to bless 
this church,” Pedro said. “We don’t owe 
anyone on anything.”

As one of the five boys growing up 
in Pedro and Gloria’s household and 
church, Josh said, “Our household was 
very strict and very hard. My parents 
were always juggling family, ministering 
to others and the church. We were 
always under a microscope, even now, 
but God has been behind this whole 
life of ours. My parents have dedicated 
their entire life together with a passion 
to serve the Lord and His kingdom. 
They’ve been a blessing to countless 
families and people in this community.”

“Having served the Lord for over 45 
years has cost me in my health,” Pedro 
related. “Ministry takes a toll on a body, 
but the rewards have overflowed. I 
have yet to see the full glory of what is 
to come.”

Gloria agreed and concluded 
energetically, “There’s more to come. 
Dios Es Bueno!” 

programs involving the youth, with 
whom Josh works, feeding and clothing 
the homeless, adopting and cleaning 
streets and counseling. People find 
the Lord and even answer the call to 
ministry. “We have had many ministries 
come out of our congregation, with a 
few pastoring other churches in town,” 
Josh remarked. 

Over 45 years in ministry has 
introduced Pedro and Gloria to over 
3,000 people in congregations. “We 
had about 250 members when God 
gave my father the vision like in that 
movie, ‘Build it, and they will come,’” 

Josh stated. “We built this building for 
1,000 people.” Construction on the 
church facilities began in 2009. 

Memories over the years abound. 
“The special programs we do, seeing 
families restored, people coming to 
the feet of Christ, the miracles of 
God. These are big blessings and 
memories,” Gloria shared. The couple’s 
musical talents have rubbed off on 
several family members who are now 
musicians in churches.

For both Pedro and Gloria, the 
people served have been their 
greatest joy in ministry. “The people 
and authorities in Corsicana are nice. 
Children behave in our church. There 
are a few tornadoes in Corsicana, but 
mostly it’s peaceful here,” Pedro said.

Gloria treasures having been 
able to raise her sons in Corsicana’s 
peacefulness, security and in the same 
home for 30 years. When asked how 
she felt being the only lady in her 
house, Gloria’s face instantly lit up. 
“I felt like a queen!” She admits her 
passion for mucho tacos and coffee. 
Still a great cook, she and Pedro now 
like to eat out at restaurants, especially 



www.nowmagazines.com  11  CorsicanaNOW  May 2023



www.nowmagazines.com  12  CorsicanaNOW  May 2023



www.nowmagazines.com  13  CorsicanaNOW  May 2023



www.nowmagazines.com  14  CorsicanaNOW  May 2023

Praise in the Park honors Corsicana’s 
First Responders.

Matt Symmack presents the history and 
mission of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department to Corsicana Newcomers 
Club members.

Jackson Bears supporters wear purple and 
white at the G.W. Jackson Legacy Park 
Dedication Ceremony.

Zoomed In:
John Matthews

During his 39 years in law enforcement, John Matthews experienced the underbelly 
of Dallas society, became a television crime commentator and wrote a book about his 
most famous case, Charles Albright, the serial Eyeball Killer. “His killings happened on 
my beat when I was a patrol officer,” John recalled. “I knew some of his victims.” 

Partially to find joy in life, John and his family started a vineyard, and now retired 
from the Dallas PD, he has opened Cassaro Winery in Corsicana and Ovilla. 
“Corsicana was very responsive, and I love the people and positivity,” he added. He’s 
enjoying getting involved in social and civic activities, and in spare moments, John 
likes to fish in his bass pond and grow fresh vegetables in his garden.

By Virginia Riddle

Former Alpha Rho DKG presidents are honored guests at the chapter’s 90th 
birthday party.

Around Town   NOW
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Navarro College Foundation Executive 
Director Richey Cutrer explains what the 
foundation does for member of Navarro 
County Retired Teachers.

At a Mexia Friday Club meeting, Helen 
Matthews shares ways to recycle and 
save in Limestone County.

Joan Maxwell and Jean Conwright 
figure out a crochet stitch together as 
Susan Jennings watches during the 
Senior Center’s weekly class.

Around Town   NOW
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Texans love their vehicles, but weather and running into 
animals on country roads and other drivers in urban areas 
can dent and nearly total our two-, three- and four-tire 
treasures. Whether drivers want to customize their rides with 
designs or accessories, raise their wheels, become lowriders 
or need various repairs, Jeffrey and Jamie Harris, husband/
wife owners of JJ’s Customs & Collision, and their crew can 

JJ’s Customs & Collision
1605 MLK, Jr. Blvd.
Corsicana, TX 75110
(903) 229-5238
jjscustomsandcollision@gmail.com
Facebook: JJ’s Custom & Collision

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday: By appointment only

JJ’s Customs 
& Collision

BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

make customers’ rides shine. “It’s important to us that our 
customers leave happy and are completely satisfied with our 
work,” Jeffrey said.

The shop offers all paint and body services and will work 
with all insurance companies. Additionally, Jeffrey and Jamie 
offer bed liner, audio systems, lifts and lowers installation; 
detailing; customization; airbrushing; restorations; and 
custom paint designs. “I have 14 years’ experience, and we 
are I-CAR Gold Class certified,” Jeffrey explained. “We give 
free estimates and can order anything needed, including 
custom paint colors.”

The shop employs seven. Jeffrey is the painter and body 
man, while Jamie is the office manager. Mike Aston serves 
as the lead mechanic. Helpers in all areas, a receptionist 
and a body worker round out the other positions. The shop 
accepts cash, checks and all major credit cards and will help 
handle insurance issues. 

The shop supports the community and area schools 
through donations. “We try our best to help out the animal 
shelter, Mildred and Powell VFDs and participate in car 
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shows and other fundraisers as much 
as possible,” Jeffrey said.

Jeffrey grew up working on vehicles 
and raced with his stepdad and 
granddad. “I learned customization 
from my dad, who passed away right 
before Jamie and I founded our shop 
in January 2020 and became an 
LLC,” he recalled. A Corsicana native, 
he attended school in Mildred and 
Corsicana, and at age 18, he started 
working in area shops. “I trained at big 
shops that were I-CAR certified,” he 
added. “We’re a member of the Better 
Business Bureau and enjoy a loyal 
customer base. Our major challenge is 
the time the supply chain is taking and 
the dealers.”

Jamie, a Kansas native, moved to 
Navarro County at age 9 with her 
family. “We’ve known each other since 
we were 10 years old,” Jeffrey revealed. 
“I do this business because I love it, 
and Jamie pushes me. We work to 
thrive in our business,” he said. “It’s 
stressful owning our own business, but 
I love being the owner.” The couple 
has three sons and finds time to be 
involved parents in their kids’ school 
lives. “We enjoy doing things with 
them as a family,” Jeffrey said. “We 
enjoy living and working in Navarro 
County. We grew up here. I’ve moved 
away twice, but I’ve always come back 
because this is home. Corsicana’s in 
a great location. It’s in the middle of 
everything from Galveston to Dallas.

“Anything on wheels has always 
been a passion for me,” Jeffrey stated. 
“And it’s always been my dream to 
one day own my own shop, where I 
could do cool stuff customizing cars. 
I’ve been painting everything on wheels 
since I was 18 years old. I enjoy our 
customers and seeing their dreams for 
their vehicles come to life.”
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4.

1. For tacos: Drain and rinse the beans. In  
a small bowl, combine the beans and all  
the seasonings.
2. In a small skillet, heat the olive oil over 
medium heat. Add the seasoned beans; cook 
until the beans are soft and heated completely.
3. Removing the beans from the heat, 
mash them with a fork; add the cheese.
4. Spread the bean mixture over each 
tortilla; fold the tortillas over. If the tortillas 
are stiff, warm them before use.
5. Grill the tacos on a griddle or panini 
press or in a skillet until the outside is crispy 
and the cheese has melted.
6. For salsa: In a small bowl, combine all 
the ingredients. The salsa can be served 
immediately or refrigerated before serving.

Codie’s Cinnamon Apples 
in a Jar

8-10 Granny Smith apples, washed,  
   peeled and sliced
1 cup lemon juice
1 16-oz. pkg. cinnamon disc candies,  
   crushed into fine pieces

James’ Black Bean Tacos With 
Mango Salsa
Makes 8-10 mini tacos.

Tacos:
1 15-oz. can black beans
1 tsp. cilantro lime seasoning
1 tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. cumin
1/2 tsp. salt

1 Tbsp. olive oil
1/2 cup Mexican-Blend cheese
8 small corn tortillas

Mango Salsa:
2 mangoes, peeled and diced
1/2 medium red onion, diced
2 small sweet red peppers, diced
1 small jalapeño, diced
1/2 cup cilantro, chopped
Juice of 1 lime

Familiar faces in the Kinsloe House kitchen, Melissa and Codie 
Bearden have begun creating custom cutting boards and serving trays. 
This mother-daughter team enjoys hunting and fishing. “We cook 
what we hunt and catch,” Melissa explained. “Codie and my other four 
children learned to cook like I did — when you’re old enough to stand in 
a kitchen chair and help.”

Codie competes in 4-H arts and crafts competitions, and she serves in 
leadership roles. “I’m a current Navarro County 4-H Ambassador,” she 
remarked. “I find recipes in cookbooks, especially those passed down 
from family members. At home, we enjoy making the recipes healthier by 
changing ingredients to meet nutritional needs.”

Melissa and 
Codie Bearden

— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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2 cups sugar
2 cups water

1. In a large bowl, place the apples in the 
lemon juice; add enough water to cover the 
apples; refrigerate overnight. Pack the apples 
into 2-qt. jars.
2. In a saucepan, mix the cinnamon disc 
candies, sugar and 2 cups water; bring to a 
full boil. When the sugar is dissolved, pour 
the mixture over the apples.
3. Add the jars’ rings and lids. This recipe 
can be kept in the refrigerator or sealed 
using the water bath method.

Hearty Breakfast Muffins
Makes 12 muffins.

Nonstick cooking spray
1 lb. breakfast sausage
1/2 cup onion, diced
1/2 cup sweet yellow peppers, diced
1/2 cup sweet red peppers, diced
8 eggs
1 Tbsp. Cajun seasoning
1/2 cup heavy cream or milk

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F; spray a muffin 
tin with nonstick cooking spray.
2. In a large skillet, brown the meat for 
about 3-5 minutes. Add the vegetables; 
continue cooking until browned. Set the 
meat mixture aside.
3. In a bowl, beat the eggs, Cajun 
seasoning and cream or milk together well.
4. Combine the egg mixture with the meat 
mixture; mix well. Pour the mixture into the 
muffin tin. Bake for 15-20 minutes until the 
eggs are set and the top is browned.
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Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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Sudoku Puzzle

Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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