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Editor’s Note
Jak se mas?

    May is here, and with it comes Ennis’ biggest 
annual event, the National Polka Festival, now in 
its 48th year. A celebration of  Czech heritage, the 
occasion’s festivities, which take place downtown and 
at area cultural centers, is where locals and visitors 
come together for fun, food, music and more food! 
    Memorial Day weekend, May 23-25, promises 
amusement for all, from the parade that winds 
through downtown (remember the route has changed 

due to last year’s storm damage) to the 14 polka bands that will play at various 
venues. There’s street dancing, a kolache eating contest and arts and crafts booths 
galore. And don’t forget the King and Queen Dance Contest, the Polka Run, the 
Horseshoe Tournament and other popular features of  the weekend.  
    For more information, including a map of  the parade route, visit 
nationalpolkafestival.com or call the Ennis Convention and Visitors Bureau at  
(972) 878-4748.
 
 Randy
Randy Bigham
EnnisNOW Editor
randy.bigham@nowmagazines.com
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American Legion Post 361 
Commander Dan Cook enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy in 1967. 

Vietnam where he was stationed 

Dan moved to the Ennis area nine 
years ago from northern Illinois with 
his wife, Susie. In 2006, he retired from 
the United Parcel Service after 33 years 
as a mechanic. Part of  moving to Texas 
meant transferring his American Legion 
membership to Post 361 in Ennis, where 

post commander in 2007. As commander, 
Dan heads up meetings and is in charge 
of  the day-to-day operations of  the post. 
“This post, the Chism-Landers Post, has 
been involved with the community since 
1922, but some people still don’t know 
where it is or what it’s for,” Dan said.  

The American Legion is the largest 
organization of  wartime veterans in the 
country. “The main goal of  the American 
Legion is to assist veterans, their families 
and the community,” Dan explained. 
“Our mission is to give the veterans a 
place to come and socialize with fellow 

— By Callie Revell
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veterans. They understand each other. 
They know what combat and war is.” 
The American Legion endeavors to assist 
veterans and their families in a number of  
ways, both large and small. Members are a 
support system for each other physically, 

member veterans in their 60s, 70s and 80s, 
as well as more recent combat veterans 
in their 20s and 30s,” Dan pointed out. 

combat. The older guys can sit back and 
listen to the younger guys as they try to 

Subsections of  the American Legion 
include Sons of  the American Legion 
and the American Legion Auxiliary, 
which are groups for family members of  

Legionnaires. Dan is a member of  both 
the American Legion and the Sons of  the 
American Legion.

The Chism-Landers Post in Ennis 
is actively involved in community 
betterment projects, supporting charities 

& Girls Club. The organization also 
provides scholarship opportunities for 
children and grandchildren of  American 
Legion members at three local school 

average, we give away 
between four and 
six scholarships a 
year, ranging from 
$1,500 to $2,000 
for each student,” 

“It’s 
veterans 
helping 

veterans.”
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Dan shared. In addition, members of  the 
Chism-Landers Post were enthusiastic 
contributors to the Ennis Veterans 
Memorial, erected in 2012. “American 
Legion was right there at the forefront 
raising funds and helping to design the 
memorial,” Dan admitted. “It’s been a 

the service of  their loved ones.” 

initiative afoot now, the Home for the 
Brave project, is receiving full support 

enough funds to build a house for a 
disabled veteran and have it set up 

remains now is raising funds.”
A highlight of  Dan’s time with the 

local post was in 2008 when the group 
participated in Honor Flight of  Ellis 

to Washington, D.C., to visit the memorial 

remembers the transformational effect 
on the veterans who attended, most 
of  whom were in their 80s and 90s. 
“People who brought their fathers or 
grandfathers had to help them with 

Dan recounted. “But when we got to 

from the Big Band era. All of  a sudden, 
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some in wheelchairs decided they wanted 
to try to walk.” Dan believes the honor 
and respect with which they were greeted 
changed the veterans’ entire outlook. 
“When we came back home, half  the 
men we had helped onto the bus got off  
without any assistance,” he commented. 
“It was a completely different group.”

Respecting military veterans from all 
branches of  the service and from all 
periods is of  vital importance to Dan 
and members of  the American Legion. 
“The veterans wrote a ‘blank check’ for 
the nation and, for some of  them, the 
blank check was their lives,” he said. 
“They were raised to honor the United 

someone to stand up, they said, ‘I’ll help. 
I’ll be there.’ Many Legion vets went into 
the military and gave between two to six 
years, some even 12 years or more, of  
their lives.” As a veteran of  the Vietnam 
War, Dan remembers all too well the 
disrespect returning servicemen received 
from protestors. “Soldiers who came 
back from Vietnam put their uniforms 
up because of  the treatment they got,” 
Dan informed. “Forty years later, those 
veterans are the ones I hear praising the 
soldiers coming back now, because they 
don’t want the young guys to go through 
what they did.” 

Supporting the work of  the American 
Legion is one way locals can directly 



www.nowmagazines.com  12  EnnisNOW  May 2014

help the heroes who fought for their 
countrymen. “It isn’t a business,” 
Dan explained. “The only money we 
make is through fundraisers. Part of  
those proceeds goes toward keeping 
our building open, but the rest of  the 
money goes back into the community.” 
Dan encourages citizens to participate 
in American Legion fundraisers so the 
group’s valuable efforts can continue. 
He also urges the community to support 
young veterans returning from combat 
who might be struggling to recover from 
their experiences. “These kids leave at 18 
or 19 and come back two years later, and 
they’re not the same person,” Dan said. 
“That’s what people have to realize.”

In the American Legion club room,  
the wall by the door is covered in 
engraved plaques under a sign that reads, 
Wall of  Memories. Each plaque records 
the name of  a member who has passed 
away. Dan’s hope, and the hope of  all 
American Legion members, is that the 
men and women listed were somehow 
comforted during their lives through  
the group’s efforts to honor them.  
Dan acknowledged, “That’s what we’re 
here for.”
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On a street corner near downtown Ennis 
sits an Edwardian era house enclosed by a 
white picket fence. A red brick path leads 
to wooden steps on a porch that wraps out 

breeze. By the front door, a plaque proudly 
vouches for the house’s history, and a carved 
wooden sign adorned with bluebonnets calls 
this The Closes’ Place.

Larry and Jackie Close purchased the 
house in 2002 when they relocated from 
Dallas, aiming to escape the busy city. 
“We were looking for a new place, and 
thought we’d like a historical home,” 
Jackie said. “A friend told us about 

wanted.” Now that they’re both retired, 
the couple has more time than ever to 
enjoy their beautiful abode.

The house has been a part of  the 
Ennis landscape for over 100 years. On 
March 24, 1904, Mrs. S.E. Works signed 
a contract to have the house built, and 
Larry and Jackie have a copy of  the 
original document. “The house cost 
$3,000 to build,” Jackie pointed out. 
“Mrs. Works already owned the land. In 
the deed, it shows how she paid $500 at 

a mortgage or anything.” The house was 
completed on December 15, 1907, with 

—By Callie Revell

At Home With Larry and Jackie Close

family bought the home in 1943, living 
there for three generations before selling 
it in 1978. 

Larry and Jackie’s home has been 
carefully preserved, with special attention 
paid to maintaining its original character. 
All six of  the original chimneys are still in 

antique, jade-colored tile. The interior 
boasts elegant crown molding and high, 
arching ceilings, which were common to 
houses of  that period. The kitchen even 
features a butler’s pantry and has a small 
passageway leading directly from the 
kitchen to what would once have been 
called the parlor. 

The construction of  the home 
suggests its history. “The downstairs 
is a footprint of  the upstairs,” Jackie 
explained, referring to the levels’ 



www.nowmagazines.com  15  EnnisNOW  May 2014



www.nowmagazines.com  16  EnnisNOW  May 2014

occurrence in Victorian and Edwardian 
homes. The house is so ideally preserved 
and situated that it’s been featured on 
home tours by the Ennis Historical 
Society. Larry and Jackie are members of  
that organization, formerly known as the 
Ennis Heritage Society. Their view of   
the past coincides with the group’s 
mission statement: “To protect and 
preserve historic resources that focus 
on Ennis and Ellis County for the use, 
education and enjoyment of  present and 
future generations.”

Throughout the past century, different owners have added their 
own touches to the home. One of  the most interesting features is the 
wall telephone in the main hallway. “When the doorbell rings, this 
phone rings,” Jackie noted. “It’s not original to the house. It’s a 1930s 
phone. But it’s a working phone.” When she picks up the ear piece, a 
dial tone can be heard loud and clear. Other owners added the picket 
fence and a garage, which currently houses Larry’s bright yellow 
classic truck.

“We have done some things to make it our own,” Jackie said.

their favorite additions is an antique, oak bathtub lined with copper 
residing in the downstairs bathroom, which, according to Jackie, 
always catches the attention of  guests. In the same room, the pair has 
added a modern, glassed-in shower. They completely updated the big 
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“They don’t have to be antiques  
 as long as I think they’re interesting.”
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kitchen, while leaving the original layout 
to match the rest of  the house. The claw-

many of  the renovations himself. “It’s an 

upstairs hallway.

antiques as long as I think they’re 

number of  furnishings in the house 

other items in the upstairs hall have been 

Jackie is partial to one of  her aunt’s 

white, ornate specimens of  these 
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According to the history-loving duo, 
there are many positives to living in an 
older home. “One of  the good things 
about this house is that it’s very spacious, 
which makes it nice when you have family 
come to visit,” Jackie said, referencing 
their twin daughters, now grown, who 
live in Chicago with their families. “It’s a 
fun house for entertaining. We have two 
grandsons, and there’s lots of  room for 
them to spread out their toys.” She added 
the boys also love to play with Larry’s old 
toy trucks. 

However, there are challenges that 
come with living in a 107-year-old home. 
“There are always things that need to 

maintenance. I know you have that  
with any house, but it’s more so with an 
old house.”  

Although the dwelling is large, storage 
is an issue. “In these really old houses, 
there aren’t any closets,” Jackie shared. 
“So we’ve used one of  the bedrooms as a 
closet and store room.” Larry and Jackie 
are currently in the process of  converting 
a bedroom into a master closet. They 

the place, but for now, they’re content to 

Larry and Jackie have grown to love 
Ennis, and are savoring the peace and 
quiet they’ve found away from the stress 
of  big-city life. And they’re proud to 
have preserved a house that continues to 
offer a rare glimpse into the history of  
the Bluebonnet City and of  a less-hurried 
time in America.

“It’s a fun house
for entertaining.”
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— By Virginia Riddle

By the time Larry Jones retired in 2006, after 
40 years in the business world, he’d amassed quite a 
bucket list. But highest on the roster was a return to 

An organized man, in keeping with his past as a merchant 
and county commissioner, Larry creates a daily calendar or log 
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animals are on the move or feeding, so 
are the bass. I’ve even found that on days 
when people are touchy and irritable, so 
are the bass!”

Just like farmers or ranchers, Larry 
looks to the seasons for guidance on 

factor is that different techniques and 
lures must be used for each season,” he 

the year, top water lures work best, but 
in the summer the catch slows down, 
usually picking back up in the fall when 

of  seeing Old Mister Big Mouth Bass 
hit a lure on the surface of  the water, 
as opposed to an underwater strike, is 
a sight never to be forgotten,” Larry 

away.” Such an occurrence is, of  course, 

very dry in the summer,” Larry recalled. 

Larry admits some days he can’t catch 
a thing. Luckily, for this passionate 

“Anytime is 
the right time

 to f ish.”
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between. He takes great pride in sharing 
his catch with friends, family, neighbors, 
church members and elderly citizens he 
learns about, presenting each with bags 

forward to me bringing my bags around 
— they even call me on the phone to ask 

Some regular partners are John Welch, 
Bill Kinzie, Andy Anderson, Bryan 
Atwood, Bobby Joe Curry and Jim 

Barry and Brian, and grandson, Zachary. 
Additionally, Larry has taken groups 
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School on expeditions in search of  the 
‘big one.’ 

His wife, Patsy, to whom Larry has 
been married for nearly 50 years, is 

often becomes a family event. Besides 
the couple’s two sons, they’ve now been 
blessed with eight grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. All live nearby, only 

family farmland. “Anytime is the right 

permit,” Larry laughed.
Fish may take up a lot of  Larry’s down 

time, but he’s also a people person, his 
bright personality attracting many as 
friends and angling companions. Larry 
acquired his winning ways through his 
career in the printing business and later 
in farm equipment sales. He also honed 
his communication skills as a Precinct 2 
Ellis County commissioner. “Whether 
you are 20 or 80 years old, if  you have 
the right attitude you will be successful,” 
Larry said.

can be equally applied to life in general: 
“Be at the right place, at the right time, 
with the right lures that work the right 
way and have the right attitude.” 

A scrapbook of  photos tells of  Larry’s 
commitment to reeling in the catch of  
the season every season. “I have caught 
some memorable, enormous bass that 
people would be proud to put on their 
wall,” he confessed. “I’m so glad I’ve had 

to continue doing it!”  
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Summer Camps
For many parents, grandparents and guardians, the tried-and-true youth camp offers an ideal solution to boredom and 

inactivity for their kids. As schools close their doors for summer break, camps around North Texas open theirs, drawing children 

memories for older generations. But, as the website for Ultimate Camp Resource makes 
clear, “there’s more to camp than kickball or four-square.” Modern 

summer camps offer a wide variety of  both age-appropriate and 
inclusive outings, games, art projects and theatrical skits. “We 

With summer around the steamy corner, moms and dads everywhere are considering ways to keep their kids 
cool, entertained and challenged until school activities rev up again. Busy parents, especially, want safe options for 
amusement and education they can depend on for their children during workday hours.

— By Randy Bigham



encourage you to plan all activities 
using the ‘everybody plays, everybody 
wins’ philosophy,” the site suggests, 
adding by changing the rules to give 
a personal touch and not keeping 
score helps make competitions upbeat       
and fun.

Susan Merrill, director of  programs 
for Camp Fire Camp El Tesoro in 
Granbury, believes in the importance 
of  reaching children through activities 
for all tastes and skills. In her 25 
years in the camp industry, Susan 
has observed the positive effect the 
interactive enjoyment of  work, play 
and team building has had on young 
campers. “Going to camp should 
be a part of  every child’s life,” she 
said. “The experience develops their 

provides the opportunity for children 
to learn decision making.”

At large camps, some extraordinary 
features include: horseback riding, 
canoeing and kayaking, hiking, 
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basketball, tennis and soccer. Whatever 
children’s interests might be, Misty 
Luttrell, director of  overnight and 
family camps at Camp Fire, recognizes 
a common denominator: togetherness. 
“With all the electronics out there, 
kids spend more time plugged in and 
less time interacting face to face,” 
she pointed out. “But camp fosters 
an atmosphere that allows kids to 
build relationships with peers and            
their counselors.”

Vacation Bible Schools
Another staple, yet ever diversifying, 

alternative for meaningful summer 
activity for children is Vacation 
Bible School. Nearly every church 
sponsors a program blending faith-
based instruction with challenging 
amusement, covering a range of  ages.

Nora Beane, a contributor to the 
online clearinghouse Yahoo Voices, 

consider VBS as a viable outlet for kids’ 
entertainment and education:

1. Scheduling: “The majority of  VBS 
programs run for a single week and 
many only operate for a half  day during 
that week. Almost every family can plan 
around that.”

2. Content: “There are a million sites 
where kids can go to learn how to play 
baseball, but considerably fewer places 
where kids can learn to respect others 
and have faith in God.”

3. Quality companionship: “Parents 
can guess that their child will be 
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attending VBS with other kids who 
come from families where values are 
important and faith is central.”

4. Engaging entertainment: “Kids at 
VBS don’t just spend time reading the 
Bible. VBS programs have curriculums 
built for and around kids that are full 
of  adventure.”

5. Economic value: “Because they 
are church based, most VBS programs 

are set up to share a message.”

Library Programs
An increasingly varied venue for 

parents seeking relief  from the heat 
for their kids this summer is the local 
library. Not only can the little ones (and 
the older ones, too) hone their reading 
skills, but they also acquire valuable 
social sensibilities and teamwork 
through contests and other interactive 
programs. From talks by authors to 
magic shows and clown acts, children 
learn to associate books with fresh new 
experiences and exposure that will aid 
their future reading development and 
desire for knowledge.

According to the American Library 
Association, 95 percent of  public 
libraries offer summer reading 
initiatives for children, so there’s 
no shortage of  programs for which 
parents can sign their kids up. Many 
libraries select themes each summer for 
their programming, which involves not 
only literature but special events. Local 
themes for summer reading programs 
in the recent past have included tie-ins 
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to popular family movies, cartoons and 
comic books.

The ALA lists the three main 

1. 

2. 

3. 

YMCA and Community 
Recreation Centers

More fun in the sun opportunities 
for kids this summer at local YMCA 
centers or other community recreation 

numerous other craft projects.
One North Texas area YMCA craft 

idea proved especially popular last 

park, and it promises to entertain many 

and shells onto a wooden or particle 

the summer sky’s the limit. There 
are plenty of  choices available for 

opportunities for your kids this year!
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As with certain people, some places work 
a kind of  magic. Such is the special grace 
of  Saratoga. Nestled in the foothills of  the 
Adirondacks, Saratoga Springs combines Old 
World charm with modern day conveniences. 
Health attracted people to Saratoga as early as 
the 1700s, when the area was sacred ground to 
the native Iroquois Nation. In the early 1900s, 
the wealthy came from near and far to take in 
the healing waters in America’s European-style 
bathhouses. Today, visitors still enjoy The Queen 

on a walking tour. 

Decades ago, the city embraced its slogan: Health, 
History and Horses. Taste-testing the healing water is just 
one attraction for the hundreds of  thousands who come 

back to Saratoga year after year. Victorian streets — lined with 
specialty boutiques, art galleries and studios, exquisite cuisine, cozy 
coffeehouses, jazz hot spots and so much more — are walked year-
round by visitors content to enjoy the charm of  Saratoga Springs.

Horses and Saratoga go hand-in-hand. The Saratoga Race 
Course, named one of  the Top 10 Sporting Venues in the World 
by Sports Illustrated, 
celebrated its 150th year 
of  racing in 2013. Some 

thoroughbred horses have 
raced on Saratoga dirt 
and turf. Saratoga hosts a 
40-day meet from mid-
July through Labor Day. 

weekends are marked by 
two free music festivals, 
Hats off  to Saratoga and 
Final Stretch. Horses are 
also found at the Saratoga 
Casino and Raceway — 
with one of  the most 
beautiful harness tracks in 
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Saratoga Springs shares its secrets 
of health, history and horses.

SARATOGA 
SPRINGS

New York



the country — as well as on local farms, 
in horse sculptures throughout town, at 
the National Museum of  Racing and Hall 
of  Fame, in national horse shows, at the 
Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavilion and in every 
store offering Saratoga memorabilia.
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The city’s rich history is apparent while 
strolling Broadway or quiet side streets 

buildings and homes. Registered historic 
districts within Saratoga city limits ensure 
preservation of  over 1,000 existing 
structures. Museums celebrate horse 
racing, dance, military and automobiles. 
Saratoga National Historical Park 
marks the spot where heroes fought the 
Battles of  Saratoga and American rebels 
overtook the British military forces. The 
park’s over 3,000 acres offer breathtaking 
landscape, virtually untouched since the 
1700s. Saratoga has been fondly noted as 

bottled water and the oldest, continuously 
operating coffeehouse.
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One glimpse of  Broadway and 
downtown makes it easy to see why 
Saratoga was named one of  “America’s 
Best Small Towns” by Money magazine. 
While searching specialty shops for 
treasures, take time to taste Saratoga’s 
grace. Dozens of  eating establishments 
suit every palate, from award-winning 
cuisine and wine from around the globe, 
cozy coffeehouses and jazz clubs to 
scrumptious bakeries and ice cream 
treateries. Culinary events include 
Saratoga County Restaurant Week  
in early December, and the Saratoga 
Chowderfest warms visitors every winter 
in early February.

Saratoga’s fabulous art scene — 
rounded out by a designated art district, 
a dedicated arts center, numerous 
artist studios and galleries featuring 
local artists — hosts ever-growing and 
popular festivals, including the four-

www.nowmagazines.com  39  EnnisNOW  May 2014

SARATOGA 
graces every visitor with the  
amenities of a big city in an  
intimate setting.



day SaratogaArtsFest at the beginning 
of  June and First Night Saratoga, an 
alcohol-free, family-friendly New Year’s 
Eve celebration. Saratoga is home to  
the prestigious artist retreat, Yaddo, 
recently awarded as a National Historic 

past. Skidmore College, located at the 
north end of  town, offers not only a 
liberal arts education, but also the  

Museum and Art Gallery along with  
the state-of-the-art Arthur Zankel  
Music Center.

Locals and visitors enjoy year-round 
entertainment, education, outdoor 
recreation and fun in Saratoga, a place 
of  grace easy to get to from anywhere. 

International Airport (ALB), which is 
about 30 miles south of  downtown 
Saratoga Springs. Bus services, taxis, 
limousines and rental cars offer daily 
service to the downtown. Private pilots 
make use of  the Saratoga County 
Airport, and Amtrak serves a station in 
Saratoga Springs (SAR) only about one 
mile west of  Broadway.

When exploring downtown, visitors 
are awed by Saratoga Spa State Park, a 

classical architecture, two golf  courses, 
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two swimming pools, a Georgian 
hotel circa 1930s, an exquisite spa, 
two museums including the National 
Museum of  Dance and Hall of  Fame, 
nature hiking trails, pavilions with picnic 
areas, playground, geysers and mineral 
springs — plus a stocked creek! The 
nationally known Saratoga Performing 
Arts Center is also hosted there as the 
summer home to the NYC Ballet in July 
and Philadelphia Orchestra in August, 
along with dozens of  pop concerts and 
festivals, including Freihofer’s Saratoga 
Jazz Festival the last weekend in June 
and Saratoga Wine & Food Festival and 
Concours D’Elegance every September. 
Hidden in the park is the intimate Spa 
Little Theater that hosts Saratoga’s own 
theater company, Home Made Theater, 
as well as the Saratoga Chamber Music 
Festival in August and Opera Saratoga  
in June and July. 

Surrounded by horse farms, apple 

rivers, preserve lands and national 
and state parks, Saratoga Springs is an 
outdoorsman’s paradise. Year-round 
adventures are easy to arrange, whether 

cross-country skiing, snowshoeing or 

the city in the country, Saratoga graces 
every visitor with the amenities of  a 
big city in an intimate setting. For more 
information, visit www.saratoga.org.

By Erin Klein. Photos courtesy of  
Stockstudiosphotography.com.
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Champions of Care
Fast, accurate and individualized service is a priority at Hometown Drug. — By Virginia Riddle

Left to right: Annette Massey (technician), 
Amanda Vickers (cashier), Diana Coile 
(pharmacist/owner) and Brandy Jones 
(technician) provide customized service at 
Hometown Drug.

services to customers as he did, such as deliveries and in-store 
charge accounts,” Diana emphasized. “We wanted to continue 
the small-town feeling Ennisites enjoy.”

Additional services include compounding and English-
Spanish translation. Hometown Drug staff  become curbside 

autos. They also coordinate hospice and assisted living 
residents’ care to keep costs as low as possible. Diana has 
good rapport with area doctors and dentists, and she works 
to solve problems for customers quickly. Regular vaccinations 
are provided throughout the year at Hometown Drug, which 
also stocks over-the-counter medications — both the latest, 
as well as tried-and-true favorites. “We stock customers’ 
requested medications,” Diana said. 

Pharmacist Dr. Diana Dlabaj Coile is an Ennis High 
School Lion through and through, as shown by the maroon 
medical scrubs she and her employees at Hometown Drug 
proudly wear. “We interact with our customers and know 
them by name,” Diana said. “I will advise them, ‘This is what 
I would tell my mother.’ I consider our customers to be an 
extension of  my family.” 

Diana spent 11 years climbing the corporate ladder within 
other pharmaceutical companies, but found she missed 
customer interaction. When longtime Ennis pharmacist 
Neil Blackstone Jr. wished to semiretire after the Medicine 
Chest closed, Diana arranged to open Hometown Drug in 
July 2013, so she could continue his 40 years of  service to 
residents in the same location. “We provide a lot of  the same 

Hometown Drug
507 S. Clay St.
Ennis, TX 75119
(972) 875-6798
Facebook: Hometown Drug

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
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The pharmacy also carries its own 
Hometown Drug Premium Medical 
Legwear. “We measure people and 
provide customization by style and 
color in compression hosiery according 
to doctors’ orders,” she explained. 

Five employees are available to help 
customers: Neal Blackstone, relief  
pharmacist; Amanda Vickers, cashier; 
and pharmacy technicians, Brandy 
Jones and Annette Massey. Diana’s 
brother, William Dlabaj, is site manager 
and handles deliveries.

The pharmacy is a member of  the 
Ennis Chamber of  Commerce and 
the Compliant Pharmacy Alliance 
Cooperative and was named Pharmacy 
of  the Year in 2013. Diana is a member 
of  the American Society of  Consultant 
Pharmacists and is Immunization 

Pharmacists Association. Following her 
graduation from Ennis High School, 
Diana attended Navarro College and 
was accepted into The University of  
Texas at Austin College of  Pharmacy. 
“I was very goal-oriented and knew 
exactly what I wanted,” Diana revealed. 
“I worked three jobs, had an infant 
and was married while going to 
college.” She now serves as an adjunct 
professor for Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center School of  
Pharmacy at the Dallas campus and 
supervises students during their clinical 
community rotations.

Hometown Drug staff  members 
volunteer for the Give a Kid a Chance 
program, and Diana speaks during 
Career Day at Ennis High School. “We 
also give low-cost school vaccinations,” 
she added.

This mother of  a Navy serviceman 
loves to see the world, often traveling 
with William. Their travels have 
taken them to Europe, Mexico, Egypt 
and other U.S. states. “I like to get a 
feel of  the culture and history and 
take photographs,” Diana said. Her 
love of  reading and scrapbooking 
help in researching destinations and 
remembering these fun, educational 
trips. But Diana’s priority will always 
be providing the best health care for 
fellow Ennis residents.
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If  you’ve been around long-time investors, you’ll probably 
hear them say, ruefully, “If  only I had gotten in on the 

relevant to anyone? Do you have to be an early investor of  a 
 

 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Jeff  Irish is an Edward Jones representative 
based in Ennis.

When Opportunity Knocks, Open the Door

Finance NOW
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“What did you say?” In a louder voice you ask again, “What? I can’t hear you.” 
It may not be the speaker’s fault you did not hear something as well as you used 
to. Maybe your hearing needs your attention. Your hearing is a valuable sensory 
commodity you have used since before you were born. How well you continue to hear 
will affect the quality of  life you enjoy. So it’s important to have any problems with 
your ears investigated by a physician to prevent hearing loss.

time or another. Here is a list from the National Institute on Deafness and Other 
Communication Disorders to help objectively determine if  there is reason for concern. 
If  you answer yes on three or more, consult with your physician for further guidance.

1. Do you have trouble hearing people on the phone?
2. Do you have a problem following a conversation when two or more people  
are talking?
3. Do people complain that the volume is too high when you watch TV?
4. Do you have to strain/try hard to understand conversation?
5. Do you have trouble hearing in a noisy background?
6.
7. Do many people you talk to seem to mumble or not speak clearly?
8. Do you misunderstand what others are saying and respond inappropriately?
9. Do you have trouble understanding the speech of  women and children?

10. Do people get annoyed, because you misunderstand what they say?

Even if  you score the requisite three points, do not panic. Your hearing may be 
affected by something treatable. An excess amount of  ear wax will dull your hearing. 
An ear infection, certain diseases and/or medications can interfere with the normal 

primary care physician, who may refer you to a specialist such as an otolaryngologist, 
sometimes called an ENT (ear, nose and throat) doctor — a medical doctor who 
specializes in those areas. You may be referred to an otologist, who is a highly 
specialized otolaryngologist focusing mainly on matters of  the ear and balance. 

Treatment for hearing loss depends upon its cause. If  loss of  hearing is  
permanent, then hearing aids or hearing transplants may be necessary. The goal is to 
improve hearing and communication. Protect your hearing and seek professional help 
when warranted.

Source:
Excerpt from NIH Publication No. 01-4913,  www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/
pages/10ways.aspx.

This article is for general information only and does not constitute medical advice. Consult with your 
physician if  you have questions regarding this topic.

HealthNOW

Silence in Loss
— By Betty Tryon, BSN
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private learning facility spanning grades Pre-K 
through 12, the NWLA offers an accredited 
curriculum and individualized programs. For 
more information, call (972) 872-9291.

May 16 — June 1
Train to Danger: Fridays and Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m.; Sundays, 2:30 p.m., Ennis Public 
Theatre, 2705-C N. Kaufman St. A classic 
melodrama set in an 1890s California depot 
offers “rowdy and rollicking” family fun. 
For tickets call (972) 878-7529 or visit 
ennispublictheatre.com.

May 17
Relay for Life of  Ennis: Noon.- midnight, 
Ennis High School Stadium parking lot. This 
community-wide, family walking event to raise 
funds and awareness for the cause of  cancer 
research features team activities and contests, 
food and fellowship and a ceremony honoring 
survivors. The public is invited to participate. 
Admission is free. All ages welcome. For more 
information, contact Joel Hernandez, publicity 
chair, at (214) 476-3509.

Bristol Volunteer Fire Department Annual 
Barbeque and Barn Dance: 6:00 p.m., Bristol 
Fire Station, 101 S. Walnut Rd, Bristol. Ira 
Bradford and Bustinloose will perform and 

Through May
Hand crocheted items are available for sale 

Life of  Ennis team. Scarves for adults and 
children come in four sizes. Costs range from 
$5 to $15. Matching hats are $1 and infant 
scarves come with a free matching hat.  
Orders completed within one week. For  
more information, call Shana Skeans at  
(972) 748-3980 or email her at  
shanaskeans@aol.com.

May 2, 3
Sixth Annual Waxahachie Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration: Noon-8:00 p.m., Singleton Plaza, 
200 N. S. Rogers, Waxahachie. Attractions 
include live music and vendors.

May 3
Ennis Farmers Market: 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
downtown. For more information, call the 
Ennis Visitors & Convention Bureau at 
(972) 878-4748 or download a copy of  the 
guidelines and vendor application at visitennis.
org.

May 3, 22
New Way Leadership Academy Open House: 
May 3, 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.; May 22,  
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., 2705 N. Kaufman St. A 

there will be a live auction in which all monies 

May 23 — 25
48th Annual National Polka Festival: Friday, 
7:00 p.m., King and Queen Dance Contest, 
Sokol Hall, 2622 Hwy 34; Saturday, Parade, 
10:00 a.m., downtown. Vendor booths offering 
arts and crafts, food, fashion, accessories and 

activities; Sunday, Noon-4:00 p.m., Vendors, 
music, activities. Highlights of  downtown 
schedule include a kolache eating contest and 
a street dance. Among attractions at Sokol, 
KC and KJT Halls are performances by 14 
bands and authentic Czech cuisine.

May 24
16th Annual Polka Run: 5:45 a.m., 2405 
Yorkstown Dr. (in front of  Lonestar Fitness 
Center). The 10K run starts at 7:00 a.m., a 1 
mile fun run at 7:10 a.m. and a 5K at 7:30 a.m. 
An awards presentation is scheduled for 
8:30 a.m. Prior to May 17, entry is $25 for 
adults age 14 and up; $30 after. Entry for kids 
ages 7-13 is $15; children under 6 admitted 
free with a paying adult.

Submissions are welcome and published as 
space allows. Send your current event details to 
randy.bigham@nowmagazines.com.
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Cream Corn 

2 cans whole kernel corn, reserve liquid
3 Tbsp. sugar
3-4 Tbsp. flour
1/4 tsp. salt
Milk, in desired amount
1 pint heavy whipping cream

1. In a medium-sized saucepan, heat corn, 
l/3 of reserved liquid and sugar.
2. Mix flour and salt in a separate bowl; add 
enough milk to make a creamy mixture with 
no lumps.
3. Pour cream into corn; slowly add flour 
mixture.
4. Stir constantly over low heat, until cream 
thickens to a gravy consistency.

In the Kitchen With Julie Thompson and 
Lezlee Hernandez

Chocolate Pudding  

1 cup sugar
2 Tbsp. flour
3 Tbsp. cocoa 
3 eggs
2 cups milk

1. In a medium-sized saucepan, combine 
first 4 ingredients.
2. With electric beater, beat mixture until 
well-combined.
3. Add milk, stirring with a wooden spoon.
4. Heat over medium-high heat, stirring 
constantly, until it reaches desired        
consistency, about 20 minutes.
5. Remove from stove; mix with beater for 
about 1 minute on high.

Growing up in Ennis’ Czech community has left cousins Julie Thompson and Lezlee 
Hernandez with a respect for their heritage and more than a few culinary skills. Both learned 
to cook as girls, and they credit their grandmothers for instilling in them a love for turning out 
family favorites like kolache.

“I enjoy grilling and baking,” admitted Julie, a stay-at-home mother who now serves up 
traditional recipes for her husband, Greg, and their sons, Brayden and Wyatt.

Lezlee, also a stay-at-home mom, similarly enjoys feeding her family — husband, Joel, 
daughter Sophia and, soon, another, due in August. “Preparing a meal is a way I show my 
love,” Lezlee said. “There is nothing better.”

6. Pour into a bowl, serve hot or allow 
to cool.

Knedliky and Zeli (Czech 
Dumplings With Sauerkraut) 

Dumplings:
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. sugar 
3 eggs, beaten
1 1/2 cups milk
4 cups dry white bread cubes

Sauerkraut:
1 can sauerkraut
3/4 can water
1/3 cup onion, chopped 
Bacon drippings
4 Tbsp. flour
1/4 tsp. salt
Whole caraway seeds, to taste

1. For dumplings: In a large bowl, combine 
first 5 ingredients. Make a well in center, 
and pour in eggs and milk. Stir, adding 
additional milk, if needed, to make moist, 
batter-like dough.
2. Use a sturdy wooden spoon to beat 
dough at least 200 strokes, rolling it over 
and over in bowl until smooth and an 
occasional bubble appears on the surface. 
Add bread cubes, stirring into dough.
3. Bring a large pot of water to boil. Place 
dough onto cheesecloth, and form into a 
loaf shape. Wrap cloth around loaf, tying 
the ends.
4.  Place loaf into boiling water, and cook 
for 45 minutes, turning loaf over halfway 
through. Remove from water, unwrap and 
cover with a tea towel. Let stand for 10 
minutes.
5. Slice loaf. Drizzle with some of the 
bacon drippings from pan.
6. For sauerkraut: Combine sauerkraut and 
water in a saucepan; heat through.
7. Sauté onion in bacon drippings; add     
to sauerkraut.
8. In a separate bowl, mix flour, salt and 
water to make thin paste; pour in sauerkraut 
mixture. Add seeds; boil until desired 
thickness.

To view recipes from current  
and previous issues, visit  
www.nowmagazines.com.

— By Randy Bigham






