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I love Texas weather . . .

My daughter is in Thief River Falls, Minnesota, which is about 70 miles south of the 
Canadian border. She’s been there for the better part of a year now, and my wife and I had 
the opportunity to visit her last July. I was expecting a great escape from the Texas summer 
heat, but to my surprise, the summer climate in Minnesota was very similar to Texas. She 
works for a company that provides hook-ups in an RV park for her camper van, and while 
we were there, we stayed in the RV park as well.

 Winter in Minnesota is another story. One day during January when the temperature 
was 27 F here, I checked to see what things were like in Thief River Falls. It was -27 F 
there. We are thankful that the company she works for provides a warm hotel room during 
the winter. The winter climate in Minnesota is a world that I cannot really get my head 
around. Constant ice and snow, and having to plug in an engine block heater for your 
vehicle every night, so it will start in the morning, is foreign to me.

 So that’s just one more reason I have happily spent my life in Ennis, Texas! We get to 
experience all four seasons, and sometimes it seems like we get them all in one week. 
Remember it being 85 F on Christmas day? We have welcomed spring in Texas, and we’ll 
have bluebonnets to celebrate!

 This summer, I’m looking forward to another trip north to visit our daughter. She’s not 
going to be in Minnesota, though. Her next stop is Alaska. She’s already got a job there 
and will be moving to an RV park there soon.

 
Just call me an Eskimo!
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“She was so excited with what it has become,” Pat remembered.
In the 1950s, the first bluebonnet trails went through what is 

known today as Kachina Prairie, and locals spread the word. It 
wasn’t long before visitors were driving to Ennis, and the Ennis 
Garden Club began offering maps, home-crafted souvenirs and 
perhaps cookies or brownies from a small number of booths 
set up in front of the library on Ennis Avenue. 

Both the trails and the festival have grown exponentially over 
the years. Gina Rokas has been Ennis’ director of tourism for 
more than 19 years, and she has seen the effect social media 
has had. “A spring photo of the early bluebonnets can go viral, 
and people start calling,” she said. “Sandy understood that.” 

“She had the vision many years ago of what the festival 
could be,” Pat commented.

Sandy was chairman of the Bluebonnet Trails and Festival 
for 41 years. She and her family moved to Ennis in 1978, and 

— By Bill Smith

“I’m just telling you …” was the phrase 
Sandy Anderson often used when she was 
making a point about what was happening 
at the moment or when she was predicting 
what was going to be happening very soon. 
Sandy passed away last November, and Pat 
Warren is the current Garden Club president. 
At the Bluebonnet Festival last year, Sandy 
called Pat out from under the Garden Club’s 
tent and said, “I’m just telling you, can you 
believe how much it has grown?”
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she immediately immersed herself in the community. Besides 
the Garden Club, Sandy loved and was actively a part of many 
local organizations, including the Ennis Public Theatre, the 20th 
Century Club, the Ennis Heritage Society, the First Presbyterian 
Church and several local charities. However, the Garden Club 
and the Bluebonnet Trails and Festival that she chaired for so 
many years may be her most noteworthy contribution to Ennis. 

Pat said Sandy was amazing to work with. “She was a leader 
and a facilitator, and part of the way she led was by rolling up 
her sleeves and working hard. She did so much behind the 
scenes that few people know about.” 

Gina added, “She could also present the things she 
cared about publicly, such as the United Way. She went to 
the companies she was involved in and did the solicitation 
for contributions. She emphasized to their employees how 
important it was to their community.”

Photo provided by Amy Zicarelli.
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Becky McCarty is downtown 
development director for the city. She 
recalled in 2015 when the city partnered 
with the Garden Club as the festival 
continued to grow. “It was a partnership, 
but everyone knew Sandy was in 
charge. We were happy to do what she 
recommended because she knew it  
so well.”

“The Garden Club is still the 
sponsor/presenter of the festival and 
trails,” Gina offered.

Becky recently gave the Garden Club 
two statewide People’s Choice Award 
plaques from the Texas Downtown 
Association. The city nominated the 
festival, and the two awards for 2021 
that the festival and trails won were Best 
Promotion Traditional, presented to 
the Bluebonnet Trails Festival, and Best 
Downtown Partner, presented to the Ennis 
Garden Club. According to the Texas 
Downtown Association’s website, “The 
People’s Choice Awards allow downtown 
supporters to show their appreciation for 
downtown projects, programs, businesses, 
buildings and groups.”

The bluebonnets in Ennis are prolific, 
so much so that the state of Texas 
has designated Ennis as the Official 
Bluebonnet Trail and the Official 
Bluebonnet City of Texas. The Ennis 
Garden Club will drive the trails to check 
for the best areas for our visitors each 
week starting in April. Information is 
relayed to the Ennis Welcome Center, 
so guests will know where to find the 
most appealing fields. Sandy consistently 
drove the trails each year, often 
accompanied by her husband, Bryce. 
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Becky remarked that she thought Bryce 
loved it as much as Sandy did. Last year 
Sandy and Bryce drove to the southeast 
central Texas festivals in Brenham and 
Chappell Hill, and as you would expect, 
she declared that the Ennis bluebonnets 
were far better!

The festival downtown has grown 
from a few local vendors set up in 
front of the library to vendors with 
many varieties of food, artists including 
bluebonnet painters and photographers, 
crafts and souvenirs, children’s activities 
and live music. Tourists have recently 
requested maps not only of the 
bluebonnet trails, but also of local 
merchants where they can experience 
the local flavor of our community. The 
welcome center is very busy during the 
entire month of April, and especially 
on festival weekend. Bus tours from 
the Metroplex and other areas regularly 
schedule excursions to the city, and the 
Garden Club has local expert “step-on” 
guides to assist the visitors, for a fee and 
by advance reservation. 

In the past few years, Kachina 
Prairie has become a popular nature 
area, known for its walking trail and 
wildflowers. Guided wildflower walks are 
held on festival weekend.

Last year, the downtown festival was 
gated for the first time, and it was an 
overwhelming success. Sandy had been 
an advocate for gating the festival for 
some time, as she had seen the benefits 
at other festivals. Last year, a number of 
sponsors had pulled out because of the 
pandemic, and it was determined that the 
only way to have the festival was to gate 
it. The feedback was very positive, as it 
helped with social distancing. Parents 
said they felt more secure with their 
children, and the vendors liked it also.

Gina said, “Sandy was my biggest 
mentor. She was always so positive. She 
had a great attitude, and she was always 
cheering people on and bringing out the 
best in them. At the end of the festival, 
we would be so tired it was hard to 
smile. Sandy was beaming.”

During the early 1800s, the letters 
“GTT” became a well-known abbreviation 
for “Gone to Texas.” What better time 
to make the trip than in April when the 
bluebonnets are in bloom in Ennis?

Editor’s Note: For more information, see 
www.Bluebonnettrail.org.
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Curry Clean

Kourtney’s motivation for starting the business came from 
her own experience as a working mom. “I was a school teacher 
with a husband and two children. The last thing I wanted to 
do was come home in the evenings and clean house or think 
about how I would spend the weekend cleaning. Everyone 
wants to spend more family time on the weekends, and I knew 
our service could provide that.

“I know most people probably hate cleaning, but I 
thoroughly enjoy it. The problem was simply working outside 
the home and finding the time to clean my own home and 
having family and social time.”

The logo the Curry’s adopted for their business is a firehose 
circling the business name, including a mop where the “L” in 
“clean” would be. It represents that they are a local firefighter 
family in the business of serving the community. “Clay and 
I have been in Ennis a long time. We both graduated from 
Ennis High School and were high school sweethearts,” 

Kourtney Curry and her firefighter husband, Clay, started 
Curry Clean just over a year ago, and the business has been 
successful enough that they are expanding from just cleaning 
to adding carpet, tile and grout cleaning as well. While 
beginning a new business during the pandemic may sound 
counterintuitive, Kourtney said the timing could not have 
been better. “People are concerned with having their homes 
and businesses clean and sanitized. That is what we do,” she 
emphasized. “I wanted to add disinfectant if people wanted 
that, but we mostly just use the right cleaning products.”

BusinessNOW

  — By Bill Smith

Curry Clean
411 Cummins Creek Road
Ennis, TX 75119
(972) 765-2065
curryclean@gmail.com
www.curryclean.com
https://www.facebook.com/CurryClean/

Hours: By Appointment
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Kourtney said with a smile. “Our 
families have been here for many years.”

The majority of Curry Clean’s business 
is residential, but when you review their 
Facebook page, you will find a number 
of testimonials from happy commercial 
clients as well. “We have about 80 
homes that are committed monthly, and 
that includes those we clean once a 
month, or weekly or every two weeks,” 
Clay explained. “We grew so quickly, and 
it has been awesome to witness all that 
has happened in just a year!”

Kourtney indicated that the most 
important thing for them is to appreciate 
their customers and their employees. 
“We constantly praise our employees 
and team because without them, we 
wouldn’t be where we are today. We 
all work very hard to make our clients 
happy,” Clay added. “We are also 
now offering carpet, tile and grout 
cleaning for commercial businesses and 
residential homes.” 

“Our process is to do a really deep 
cleaning the first time we come out,” 
Kourtney said. “We start at the top, 
cleaning the corners and ceiling fans and 
work our way down through the blinds 
to the baseboards. The initial cleaning is 
extensive and costs more, but it prepares 
the home or business for our future visits, 
which do not take as long. We rotate 
though all of the areas that we did during 
the deep cleaning in our scheduled visits. 
Also, a customer can request another 
deep cleaning at any time.”

Curry Clean prides itself on its 
attention to detail. “We move things 
and clean under them, not just around 
them,” Kourtney offered. “People 
come to us because of our customer 
satisfaction. Our clients and our 
employees are important to us. Knowing 
we take this added stress off of families 
after they have worked all day, is what 
truly matters to us.”
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D. J. and Alyssa Williams celebrate Valentine’s Day.
Jessica Diaz enjoys the picture of her son on the cover of 
EnnisNOW.

David and Kathy Howard celebrate 
David’s retirement at Baylor Baptist 
Church.

Kenneth and Vicki Dorough take a break 
after walking the trails at Rotary Park.

Zoomed In:
Corey and Ashley Tidwell

Corey and Ashley Tidwell are lifelong Ennisites, both having graduated from Ennis 
High School in 1998 and 2003 respectively. “We like living in Ennis,” Corey said. 
“We like the small-town atmosphere, and we still have friends from high school that 
we are close to.” Corey is an electrical supervisor for GAF roofing in Ennis.

Ashley said they also like living in Ennis because it is a great place to raise their 
daughter, and they have a lot of family here. “I work for a law firm in Dallas,” she 
stated. “But it is always good to get back home.”

Their daughter, Logan, is in elementary school in EISD. The couple can often be 
found supporting her in local school and community activities.

By Bill Smith

Around Town   NOW
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Derek and Meredith Barton attend the 
Mardis Gras-themed Chamber Auction.

Around Town   NOW

Twins Olivia and Sophia Butler pose at 
Minnie McDowal Park.

It’s all smiles for Johnny Cehyah and 
his stepdaughter, Callie Spencer, at the 
Daddy-Daughter Dance.
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Texas Caviar

1 15-oz. can black-eyed peas, rinsed  
   and drained
1 15-oz. can black beans, rinsed and  
   drained
1 3/4 cups frozen whole-kernel corn

1 medium red bell pepper, diced
1 medium yellow bell pepper, diced
1 medium green bell pepper, diced
1 medium red onion, diced
2 10-oz. cans Ro-Tel tomatoes
2 fresh jalapeños, seeded and diced
1/3 cup fresh cilantro, chopped

Rick Moritz has been cooking, “As far back as I can remember. I am 
self-taught for the most part, but my grandmother started teaching me the 
basics of cooking when I was around 7 years old.

“I get my inspiration for cooking today by anticipating the joy people 
get from eating something I have created. New recipes just seem to float 
around inside my head. My style of cooking would be home-style like my 
grandma used to do. At our Bluebonnet City Grill, our customers have 
become like friends and family.” 

Rick has also had success in cooking competitions, including 
participation in the Kansas City Royal World BBQ Competition in 2016, 
and more recently winning the Best BBQ at the 2019 Texas Food Truck 
Showdown in Waco.

1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
1 24-oz. bottle zesty Italian salad dressing
2 ripe avocados, diced

1. Combine everything except the avocados. 
Mix well; refrigerate overnight.
2. Add the avocados before serving with 
tortilla chips.

Homemade Chicken and 
Dumplings

Chicken Broth:
6 cups chicken broth
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. garlic powder
2 cups chicken, chopped and cooked

Dumplings:
1 cup all-purpose flour
2 Tbsp. baking powder
1 tsp. black pepper

Rick Moritz
— By Bill Smith

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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1 tsp. salt
3/4 cup whole milk
5 Tbsp. butter, melted

1. For broth: Combine all ingredients; bring 
to a boil.
2. For dumplings: In a large bowl whisk 
together the dry ingredients. 
3. Add the milk and butter; stir until the 
dough forms a ball. If the dough seems a 
little too dry, add a little more milk. 
4. Roll out the dough to about 3/4-inch thick; 
cut it into 3/4-inch by 3/4-inch squares.
5. Drop the dumplings into the pot of boiling 
chicken broth. Boil on high for 2 minutes.
6. Reduce the heat to medium; cook for 35 
minutes or until light and fluffy.

Pancakes

9 cups all-purpose flour
6 Tbsp. baking powder
9 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. vanilla
9 eggs
1/2 gal. whole milk

1. Whisk together the dry ingredients.
2. Whisk together the wet ingredients.  
3. Combine the wet and dry ingredients; do 
not overmix. Add more milk if needed.  
4. Cook on 300 F griddle treated with 
nonstick cooking spray until golden brown 
on both sides.

Biscuits

9 cups all-purpose flour
8 Tbsp. sugar
6 Tbsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
1 lb. cold butter, grated into small pieces
3 eggs
4 cups whole milk

1. Mix the dry ingredients together; work the 
butter into the dry ingredients.  
2. Add the eggs and milk until the dough 
comes together. Do not overwork the dough!  
3. Roll out to 1-inch thickness; cut out using 
2 1/2-inch cutter.  
4. Bake at 325 F for 25 minutes.

Potato Pancakes

4 cups dehydrated hashbrowns,  
   re-hydrated
1/2 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese, shredded
1/2 cup green onion, chopped
1/2 tsp. granulated garlic
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
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1 tsp. salt
3 eggs

1. Combine all the ingredients; mix  
together until it will form a patty. If too dry, 
add more eggs.
2. Cook on a hot griddle on both sides until 
golden brown.

Honey Sticky Buns

2 cups sugar
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup pecans, chopped
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup honey
1/2 cup butter, room temperature
3 cans butter-flavored biscuits

1. Mix together the sugar and cinnamon.  
2. In a separate bowl mix the pecans, brown 
sugar, honey and butter.  
3. Put a large spoonful of the pecan mixture 
into the bottom of each cup of a 12-count 
cupcake pan.
4. Cut the biscuits in half; cover them with 
the cinnamon/sugar mixture. Put 5 biscuit 
pieces in each cupcake pan cup; press down.  
5. Bake at 350 F for 15 to 20 minutes. 
6. Immediately turn the pan upside down on 
aluminum foil after removing from the oven.  

ketchup, salt and pepper; mix well. 
3. Pour the beans into a casserole dish. Pour 
meat mixture on top. 
4. Bake at 350 F, uncovered, for 30 minutes.  
5. Bake, covered, for an additional 15 minutes.

7. Let rest for a few minutes before removing 
from the pan; serve warm.

Baked Beans and Meat Sauce

1 lb. ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 bell pepper, chopped
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 Tbsp. prepared mustard
10 oz. ketchup
Salt, to taste 
Pepper, to taste
2 14-oz. cans pork and beans

1. Brown the meat, onions and bell peppers.
2. Add the Worcestershire sauce, mustard, 

Biscuits



www.nowmagazines.com  33  EnnisNOW  April 2022



www.nowmagazines.com  34  EnnisNOW April 2022

The historic town of Hico, Texas, made its debut on Honey Creek in the late 19th century. 
With the coming of the railroad, the town’s forefathers moved toward the new mode of 
transportation in 1880, a decision that proved prosperous for the community. New landmark 
buildings appeared, which have now withstood more than 100 years of the ebb and flow of 
commerce and populations. Hico prospered as the shipping center for cotton and other crops.

Many of the historic buildings remain along the main streets of the town, transformed into shops and restaurants, with fresh 
entities opening. Many, however, visit the small community for a more notorious reason. Locals adhere to the legend that Billy the 
Kid lived there as an old man. In the middle of the main street, a small museum tells the stories, providing scores of artifacts from 
the man they knew as Brushy Bill Roberts. For historians, a visit to the museum offers facts about Billy the Kid, whether or not you 
believe the local tales. Outside the room with Billy’s life story, other historic artifacts exist for visitors to browse.

Near the museum, Blue Star Trading Company houses a fun shop ranging from clothing to furniture and a gallery featuring local 
artists. An antique riding horse and life-size stallion make it a fun place for all ages to visit.

— By Lisa Bell
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Upstairs in the mezzanine you 
will find a post office front and other 
antiques, including a vault built around 
the safe inside. When a fire destroyed 
the entire mezzanine, the vault became 
a floating time capsule. No one had the 
combination to the safe, but when they 
finally opened it, they discovered letters, 
documents and ledgers from 1917 to 
1940. With the mezzanine restored, 
the upper part now houses a pictorial 
history of Hico. Doubling as an event 
center, the pictorial experience takes a 
step back in time. 

All buildings in the downtown area 
contain brick or rock walls, built in 
earlier centuries to stop raging fires from 
moving between shops. From the city 
watering station to a historic log cabin at 
Peppermint Square, the museums and 
buildings Hico contains offer enough 
history to keep any interested person 
busy all day. Throughout the city center, 
murals painted on walls also give visitors 
an opportunity to view art. Entering 
the area, you can’t miss the iconic 
larger-than-life letters HCO. The space 
between H and C allows visitors to 
become the I in Hico. 

For those who prefer the outdoors 
and adventure, the city park includes 
RV parking spaces. Situated beside the 
Bosque River, visitors can enjoy nature. 
Nearby, Pete’s Path winds around a 
sports complex and contains a disc 
golf course. Designed in honor of 
fallen heroes, the trail provides a paved 
sidewalk for exercise and dog walks 
while strolling along the river. Picnic 
tables dot the area for those who want 
to enjoy a meal or snack. 

A newer attraction to Hico, Siloville 
opened in 2015. Built from three silos, it 
offers harnessed climbing, both indoors 
and out, low ropes, ninja warrior courses 
and ziplining. The less adventurous can 
climb a ladder and watch the sunset 
from the top of the silos.

With ample places to stay and eat, 
visitors can plan a weekend in the small 
community to step back in history and 
enjoy a bit of adventure. Located 100 
miles or less from the DFW Metroplex, it 
also makes a fantastic day trip. 

Photos by Lisa Bell.
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Solutions on page 44

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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Sudoku Puzzle

Solutions on page 44

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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