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’Tis the season of senses!

	November’s only trait that keeps it from being my favorite month is the continuing decline 
of daylight hours. I love being out-of-doors on these cool, crisp days enjoying the bright, 
leafy colors as fall turns toward winter. Everything is becoming glittery and glowing as the 
decorations in our stores and homes turn from pumpkins and gourds to the reds and greens 
of this Christmas to come. The end of 2020 is coming into view, and we’re learning more 
ways to “cope with COVID” and get out again. Let’s use our five senses and all sensibilities to 
enjoy the coming holidays safely.

	Last September, and again in October to celebrate family birthdays, I traveled in my new 
camper van to see my grandchildren and children who live out of state. What a joy to get out 
on the roads and see family in person for the first time since last February! Yes, it was different, 
but we were all able to distance while enjoying meals on the patio, and I could watch the 
grandchildren play in the yard during the beautiful weather.

	No matter how you feel is the safest way to vote, I encourage all U.S. citizens to vote. I 
voted in person but did so during early voting. We, as Americans, are so privileged to be able 
to cast our ballots, and it’s a privilege hard won and preserved.

	Please share your organizational events and school and church happenings with NOW 
Magazines by sending photos and captions to my email for possible inclusion in “Around 
Town.” We can’t be everywhere, and we would love to share your happy happenings.

Stay safe, stay well!

Virginia Riddle
CorsicanaNOW Editor 
virginia.riddle@nowmagazines.com
(903) 875-0187

Virginia
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After a 34-year career in the U.S. Navy, 
one would think retirement would include 
a lot of fishing or golf. For retired Captain 
Joe D. Hill, however, the first 34 years 
serving his country and fellow man were 
just the beginning.

Joe received his ensign gold bars at the Navy Officer 
Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island. “Upon 
graduation, I reported to my first ship as an officer and 
served two tours in Vietnam,” he recalled. Including enlisted 
service, Joe served over the years on several destroyers, 
an attack cargo transport and an ammunition ship. His 
last shipboard duty was on the nuclear aircraft carrier, USS 
Enterprise. “I enjoyed assignments at the Pentagon and 
serving on the staff of several admirals,” Joe added. “My final 
assignment during Operation Desert Storm was the naval air 
station in Sigonella, Sicily. It’s the largest naval base in the 
Mediterranean Sea area and was the logistics hub of that war.

“We were living in Detroit, Michigan, when I retired, and 
my wife, Janis, who had done all of the following during 
my career, started sending out résumés. She landed a job 
working in a hospital in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and we 
stayed there until she retired about three years ago.”

Time spent in Louisiana was not really about retirement 
for Joe. “I felt like, being a Navy man, I should have a boat, 
which I did, and after Hurricane Rita blew through, we lived 
on the boat for a while because our house was hit by five 

— By Bill Smith
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trees. It was not really too bad because 
we had a generator that allowed us to 
have air-conditioning and hot water. A 
lot of people did not have those things.

“For five years I worked for FEMA 
as an intergovernmental affairs officer. 
My responsibilities included rebuilding 
schools, libraries and other civic 
buildings. We saw hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, Gustav and Ike blow through. One 
project was rebuilding the hospital in 
Cameron Parish that had been hit by 
a 20-foot wall of water. I remember 
meeting President George Bush (41) and 
George Clooney. They each pledged $1 
million from their foundations to help 
rebuild the hospital.”

Another five years in South Louisiana 
was spent working for U.S. District 3 
Representative Charles Boustany Jr., MD. 
During that time, Joe was sent to lead a 
delegation to China.

It’s almost hard to believe that during 
all of this very active life, Joe also had 
time to serve in local Rotary clubs. In his 
well-appointed home office, he displays 
mementos from around the world, 
including two Rotary past-president 
gavels and a past district governor plaque.

“We came to Corsicana three years 
ago with plans to throttle back and for 
this to be our ‘go-to-Glory-town,’” Joe 
continued. “Our children live in the 
Metroplex, so this was a way to live 
close to them.” It was not long at all 
before Joe was involved in the local 
community, especially in honoring 
military veterans. 

In a brief conversation with Dr. David 
Campbell about Joe, Dr. Campbell 
remarked, “My goodness, what a 
marvelous asset Joe has been since he 
moved to Corsicana. He had a history 
of community involvement from Lake 
Charles, and he has jumped in here with 
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both feet. Besides the veterans’ parade, 
he was a member right away with the 
Coyote Squadron of the Commemorative 
Air Force. He served on the library board, 
and he likes to help without being one 
to toot his own horn.”

Joe explained that the Texas Veterans 
Parade is typically held on Armed Forces 
Day in May. The parade website states 
its mission, “To honor Texas Veterans 
of all wars and conflicts. To teach our 
school children about the sacrifices of 
Texas veterans, freedom and liberty.” 
The parade also recognizes Medal of 
Honor recipients, most recently CWO4 
Hershel “Woody” Williams, USMC, 
and Don Ballard. “Last fall, Woody 
Williams was present to flip the coin 
at the Corsicana High School vs. Ennis 
High School football game, and we 
presented the first traveling trophy to the 
winner of the game that honors Medal 
of Honor recipients “Spider” Garcia from 
Corsicana and Jack Lummus from Ennis.

Mayor Don Denbow was also quick 
to mention what an asset Joe has been 
to the community in the relatively brief 
time he has been in Corsicana. “Joe is a 
great resource for us regarding all things 
related to the military and veterans, and 
he also provides a fresh, objective view 
of other things we do here.”

Though his résumé of community 
service and professional achievement 
reads like it should belong to more 
than one person, Joe continues to serve 
his fellow man. “I’m just glad to be in 
Corsicana and making new friends. 
There is a great future here, lots of great 
things coming down the pike, and I plan 
to stay involved.”

Editor’s Note: For more Texas  
Veterans Parade information, visit  
www.texasveteransparade.com.
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Lynda Housley
State Farm Agency

community work in Navarro County. “I wanted to open a 
business of my own,” Lynda recalled. “I was very fortunate to 
have been given the opportunity to represent State Farm as 
Corsicana’s third, and first female, agent.”

Helping clients protect what they value most in an effective 
and efficient way, basically asset protection, is Lynda’s most 
important goal. “When the unthinkable happens, I want the 
recovery to be easily dealt with,” she explained. The agency 
offers a full range of multiline insurance (auto, home, business, 
life, health) and annuity products, plus banking, mutual funds 
and financial services. Payment can be made by cash, check or 
major credit card.

“State Farm recently brought back its original slogan, Like a 
Good Neighbor, with its recognizable logo,” Lynda said. The 
“good neighbors” in Lynda’s office include her daughter and 
office manager, Melissa Housley, and sales and service agent, 
Michelle Atwell. “We enjoy working with people to solve 

With 40 years’ experience, State Farm owner/agent 
Lynda Housley was recently honored with a Texas House 
of Representatives’ resolution commemorating her longtime 
association with State Farm and highlighting her civic and 

BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

Lynda Housley State Farm Agency
1000 W. 2nd Avenue
Corsicana, TX 75110
(903) 872-8444
Fax: (903) 872-9470
www.lyndahousley.com
Lynda@lyndahousley.com

Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Evenings and Saturdays by appointment.
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problems and provide for their needs. 
Doing so is always rewarding,” Lynda 
stated. “Melissa was a State Farm agent 
in Midland, Texas, for two years, and 
it’s wonderful having her work with me, 
especially with all the technological 
changes that our industry and State Farm 
have launched over the past several 
years.” The team members are state 
licensed in the various product lines. 

There’s a slogan at State Farm: School 
is Never Out. “Insurance is a highly 
regulated business and is constantly 
in flux as rules and regulations are 
imposed, both at the state and federal 
levels,” Lynda said. “There are lots of 
compliance issues, and product lines 
are ever increasing per client needs and 
demands. Keeping up with a multiline 
agency of this size is a challenge my 
team and I work to meet.”

The agency is a Corsicana & Navarro 
County Chamber of Commerce 40-year 
member. Lynda has actively served the 
Chamber on numerous committees 
and in board positions. The business 
is a drop-off location each Christmas 
for Toys for Tots, and it participated in 
State Farm’s Neighbor of Good Initiative 
during the COVID-19 outbreak by 
partnering with Corsicana ISD to support 
the Summer Kids Food Program.

 Personally, Lynda has served both 
Navarro County Child Advocacy Center 
and Navarro County American Cancer 
Society as a board member and officer. 
Lynda and her husband, Dr. Harold 
Housley, are members of Corsicana First 
Baptist Church, where she has taught 
Sunday School classes for many years. 
In addition to Melissa, the couple have a 
son, Hal, who is a local attorney. When 
not in the office, Lynda enjoys reading, 
scrapbooking, cooking, traveling and 
wine tastings.

A native of Panama City, Florida, 
Lynda holds a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology and business administration 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. She formerly worked as a 
social worker. Lynda stated, “I’ve always 
enjoyed helping people solve problems 
and, hopefully, making a difference 
in their lives. Insurance is a natural 
business for me. I’m just working with a 
different set of needs for each client.”
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James Blair Chapter, DAR, members place flags on 
veterans’ headstones to commemorate Constitution Day.

Stephen Jones plays President George 
Washington in Navarro College’s Leaders 
of Our Country, Past & Present.

Prosperity Bank holds a grand re-opening to show their beautiful 
building remodel.

James L. Collins Catholic School hosts its 
annual Meet-the-Teacher Night.

Zoomed In:
Christina Lucas and Jessica Kindon

Helping to ensure the operation of Corsicana’s Pearce Museum is curator Christina 
Lucas and administrative assistant Jessica Kindon, who greets visitors and oversees the 
museum’s social media. Corsicana natives, both ladies have reasons for loving their work. 
“I enjoy the family letters and learning history through firsthand accounts,” Jessica stated.

Jessica enjoys spending time with her family, including her son, and reading books. 
Christina volunteers at the local animal shelter and enjoys painting, drawing and “hanging 
out” with her dog.

“We work in a very unique museum that had to close due to COVID-19 restrictions 
but is open again,” Christina said. “We hope people feel good about the precautions 
taken, so they can come visit us again.”

Around Town   NOW

By Virginia Riddle
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Navarro Fiber Friends’ member, 
Beth Barrows, watches as Patty Jones 
spins fleece into yarn.

Travis Ellington of Corsicana Fire Dept. 
happily receives breakfast and Starbucks 
coffee from Rebecca Steglich and Alicia 
Rogers of Friendship Towers for a morning 
training session.

Elementary students Kyla Ross, JaTaveanna 
Willis and Eva Sodd enjoy the fruits of their 
labors in the Pens to Lens writing contest.

Around Town   NOW
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Daughter Lynn’s Salsa
Salsa will keep about 2 weeks when refrigerated.

1 large onion
1 14-oz. can diced tomatoes
3 chilies
1/2 tsp. cumin
1/2 tsp. salt

Juice of 1/2 lime
1 garlic clove
3 Tbsp. ketchup
1/2 bell pepper
Cilantro, to taste

1. In a blender, blend all ingredients well. 
Pour the salsa into containers; refrigerate.

Recipes with simple, quick preparations and Southern comfort foods using 
her garden veggies are Faye Frasier’s favorites. A Garrison, Texas, native, Faye 
learned to cook from her mom and by reading cookbooks. “I use recipes, 
but I also cook the way my mom did — ‘a dash of this, a spoonful of that.’”

Faye retired after teaching ESL/ESOL for 25 years. “My students taught 
me more about the world than I could have learned in a lifetime on my 
own,” Faye said. She “relishes” dancing, vegetable and flower gardening, 
photography and traveling. 

“As a curious person, I love experiencing the joy of different tastes,” Faye 
concluded. “Cooking treats for my family and friends reminds them how 
much I love them.” Recipes from three daughters are included, but her 
daughter, Shellie’s, thought is, I understand the concept of cooking, just not 
how it applies to me.

Daughter Causby’s Chocolate 
Peanut Butter Treats
This recipe can be made for any number of 
people and as chocolatey as desired.

Smooth peanut butter, to taste
Ritz Crackers, to taste
Milk chocolate chips or milk chocolate  
   almond bark, to taste
White chocolate almond bark, to taste
Rainbow-colored candy sprinkles, to taste

1. Spread peanut butter on Ritz Crackers; press 
the crackers together to form sandwiches.
2. Melt the milk chocolate chips or 
milk chocolate almond bark; dip the 
sandwiches into the melted chocolate to 
coat the sandwiches on all sides. Place the 
sandwiches on waxed paper to cool.  
3. Melt the white chocolate almond bark; 
use a spoonful of the white chocolate to 
drizzle lines over the chocolate sandwiches.
4. While the white chocolate is still warm, 
shake candy sprinkles over the sandwiches 
to make a colorful treat.

Faye Frasier
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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Faye’s Chicken Salad

2 12.5-oz. cans chicken breast,  
   well-drained
1-2 cups almonds, chopped
1 1/2 cups sweet pickle relish
1 cup mayonnaise (add more if using  
   to make sandwiches)
1 Tbsp. garlic powder
1 Tbsp. ground black pepper
Mandarin orange slices, chilled, to taste  
   (optional as a garnish) 
Chunk pineapple, sliced, to taste  
   (optional as a garnish)
Strawberries, to taste (optional as a  
   garnish)

1. Using a pastry knife, shred the chicken 
well; mix all ingredients, excluding garnishes.
2. Refrigerate at least 2 hours or overnight 
before serving. This can be sandwich filling 
or served by scoopfuls on salad greens.
3. Garnish chicken salad scoops with chilled 
Mandarin orange slices, chunk pineapple or 
sliced strawberries.

Daughter Berri’s Spinach Dip

1 10-oz. pkg. frozen chopped spinach,  
   cooked according to package
   directions, drained and cooled
1 2-oz. pkg. Carl Budding ham lunch  
   meat, chopped 
1 2-oz. pkg. Lipton Vegetable Dry  
   Soup Mix
3 green onions, thinly chopped
1 16-oz. tub sour cream
Wheat Thins, to taste

1. In a bowl, mix the first 4 ingredients into 
the sour cream.
2. Chill well; serve with crackers.

Faye’s Enchiladas Cansadas 
(Tired Enchiladas)
Created when I was a tired mom finishing a 
degree and raising four daughters!

10 flour tortillas
1 15-oz. can Ranch Style Beans
1 15.25-oz. can whole kernel corn  
   (optional)
4-5 cups canned chili
1 onion, chopped
Cheddar cheese, shredded, to taste

1. Cut the tortillas into strips. In a 9x13-inch 
baking dish, alternate layering the tortilla 
strips, beans, kernel corn, chili, onion and 
cheese. Top with a layer of cheese. 
2. Bake at 400 F for 30 minutes or until the 
mixture is bubbling.
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Friend Paula’s Sausage Balls

1 lb. hot sausage
1 lb. sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
3 cups Bisquick Pancake and Baking Mix
Cooking spray

1. In a bowl, mix sausage, cheese and 
Bisquick; shape into 1-inch balls.
2. Prepare a cookie sheet with cooking  
spray. Place sausage balls on cookie sheet 
1-inch apart. 
3. Bake at 350 F for 15 minutes;  
cool completely before storing in an  
airtight container.

Friend Michele’s Coconut Cake

Cake:
2 cups, plus 2 Tbsp. flour
2 cups sugar
1 cup water or organic coconut water
1/2 cup shortening or solid part of  
   organic coconut water
1/2 cup buttermilk
1/2 tsp. baking soda
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. coconut extract
1/4 cup coconut, shredded

3. Add the buttermilk, baking soda, eggs, 
vanilla, coconut extract and coconut, in that 
order, mixing well between additions.
4. Pour the batter into a greased  
18x13x1-inch cookie sheet; bake at 400 F 
for 20 minutes.
5. For frosting: Combine the butter and milk; 
bring to a boil. Stir in the powdered sugar 
and coconut extract.
6. Poke holes in the baked cake with a fork; 
pour the frosting over the cake. Sprinkle the 
cake’s top with lots of shredded coconut.

Frosting:
1/2 cup butter
6 Tbsp. milk
3 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1 tsp. coconut extract
Shredded coconut, to taste

1. For cake: In a bowl, mix the flour and 
sugar; set aside. 
2. In a saucepan, mix the water and 
shortening. Bring the mixture to a boil; add it 
to the flour mixture.

Faye’s Chicken Salad
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different world. Most of the churches are Catholic, but one is 
a Methodist church. Though more than a century old, many 
operate today, holding weekly services and events.

When built in the 1800s and 1900s, they emulated 
churches left behind in Europe. With hand-painted 
statues, filigree, angels and more, a hush falls across the 
room, regardless of a group’s size. Each church boasts a 
memorable history. Some have paintings hanging on the 
walls, while others incorporate ceilings and walls painted 
as beautifully as any church in Europe. Several also feature 
massive pipe organs, some with a maintenance entrance 
accessible only through narrow staircases. The adventure in 
these churches comes from imagining the sheer amount of 
work artists put into the paintings. 

While you don’t want to miss the painted churches, other 
museums in Schulenburg may capture your interest, as well. 

In German, Schulenburg means “school town,” an 
appropriate name for the home of the ISD Shorthorns, a 
Catholic elementary and a Blinn College campus. While 
education remains a top priority, heritage and history live 
daily in this small community. German and Czech influences 
remain strong, which proves a delight to intentional visitors 
and those who stop on the way to other places. Situated on 
I-10, Schulenburg offers a perfect stop for weary travelers. But 
stopping might mean staying a while.

Best known for the painted churches in the area, the 
Greater Schulenburg Chamber schedules and hosts guided 
tours. Although you can choose the self-guided option, 
having a knowledgeable volunteer to share local tidbits makes 
the trip better.

The aged, but well-preserved churches appear ordinary 
from the outside, but stepping inside transports you to a 

Painted Churches and More
— By Lisa Bell

TravelNOW
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Visit the Texas Polka Music Museum, 
which offers a collection of vintage 
records and instruments, costumes 
and more. They also make it a point 
to honor any disc jockey who helped 
promote polka through the ages. Texas 
polka bands honor the legacy of Czech, 
German and Polish ancestry.

The Stanzel Model Aircraft Museum, 
dedicated to the past, present and future 
of model and toy airplanes, contains 
three areas. The Main Museum houses 
the original shop where Victor and 
Joe Stanzel pioneered manufacturing 
miniature aviation in the 1930s. The 
Factory Wing and Historic Stanzel Home 
encompass the other two areas.

History buffs may want to take a tour 
of the Historic Museum and homes, 
including an authentic log cabin, or 
catch the historic restaurant and dance 
hall at Momma’s at Sengelmann. Then, 
stop to experience the Piano Bridge. 
Erected in 1885, the bridge spans the 
Navidad River connecting High Hill and 
Dubina, the first Texas Czech community. 
Although the bridge no longer twangs 
when crossed, it remains a memorable 
place surrounded by beauty.

At various times during the year, 
Schulenburg hosts festivals. One of the 
most famous, Sausagefest, normally 
occurs in April, with the Schulenburg 
Festival in August. And in November 
and December, the town transforms into 
a wonderful place for unique gifts, food 
and shopping. The Holiday Wine Walk, 
held the first weekend in November, 
coincides with Holiday in the Country. Or 
visit one of two local wineries to relax in 
picturesque South Texas evenings. 

Any time you visit, be sure to allow 
time for unique shopping experiences 
and the tastes of authentic German, 
Czech and Polish foods. With hotels, 
ranches and RV spots in Schulenburg, 
you might want to spend a few nights to 
experience everything.

Photos courtesy of Greater Schulenburg 
Chamber of Commerce.

Editor’s Note: For information and COVID 
updates, visit www.schulenburgchamber.
org or www.schulenburgtx.org
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Solutions on page 36

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd

For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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Sudoku Puzzle

Solutions on page 36

Easy Medium

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
For online versions, visit nowmagazines.com
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